
Introduction

“Planned obsolescence” is a consumer 
economics term used to describe the release 
of products designed intentionally to fail, or 
become obsolete, after a certain period of time. 
The product is designed to fail mechanically, or 
become less functional, or unfashionable. 
Once this happens, new products are released 
with features and style that make product 
replacement necessary or desirable.

As frustrating as consumer product cycles can 
be—whether automobiles, phones, or clothing
—there can be economic and consumer 
advantages if planned obsolescence is applied 
ethically. Products are designed so that all of 
the working parts within them have roughly the 
same life span and functional utility. This 
reduces up-front costs to the consumer by not 
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awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 
...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

?  

What consumer 
product(s) come 
to mind after 
reading the 
description of 
“planned 
obsolescence”? 

Apple, Inc. is the most 
profitable consumer product 

company in the world. Critics 
point to Apple’s aggressive 

use of planned obsolescence 
as a business practice. 



charging them for long-lasting parts in products 
designed for shorter-term use. 

Planned obsolescence could also be used to 
describe the covenants of God. A covenant is 
an agreement between two individuals or 
groups. It describes the nature of the 
agreement and the consequences if either side 
fails to live up to what is promised. God is a 
covenant-making God who made several 
covenants with man as part of His overall 
redemptive plan. Covenants in the Old 
Testament had limited usefulness and were set 
to expire at just the right time, awaiting a 
permanent covenant that would never expire.

I.  The Old Covenant 
 
The Bible is divided up into two “testaments”—
the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
The word “testament” means “covenant.” This 
division of the Bible indicates that there is 
something profoundly different that takes place 
between the first covenants and the final 
covenant. The New Testament, or new 
covenant, functions as the final covenant 
between God and man that would make the 
older covenants obsolete.

Hebrews 8: 6-7, 13 “But now He [Christ] has 
obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much 
as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, 
which has been enacted on better 
promises. For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, there would have been no occasion 
sought for a second…When He said, “A new 
covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But 
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old 
is ready to disappear.”

The basic features and purposes of the old 
covenants were to restore the relationship of 
rebellious sinners with a holy God. One 
component of the old covenants was the 
expectation of righteous living. This could be 
summed up with the phrase “faithful worship 
and love for God.” Another feature of the old 
covenants was the provision made to 
temporarily atone for failures to live up to the 
covenant agreement. The third aspect of the 

Session Nine   first [place] love  pg. �  of �2 15

Ephesians 1:9-10 
ESV

…making known to us 
the mystery of his will, 
according to his 
purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ as a 
plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all 
things in him, things 
in heaven and things 
on earth.

Covenant Making 

“The technical 
language used when 

covenants were made 
was “to cut a covenant” 

(karat berit). This 
terminology referred to 

ritual sacrifices that 
accompanied covenant 
making. Often animals 
sacrificed would be cut 
in two…Sometimes the 

parties would walk 
symbolically between 

the pieces of the 
animal. In any case, the 

shedding of blood in 
such rituals signified 
the solemnity of the 

covenant, each party 
vowing not to break the 

covenant on pain of 
death.

The making of 
covenants often 

included signs as well. 
A sign served as a 

memorial, reminding 
the parties of their 

promises. Abraham 
gave Abimelech seven 

ewe lambs “as a 
witness” to their 

covenant (Gen. 21:30); 
Jacob and Laban used 
a heap of stones (Gen. 
31:46–48); the sign of 

God’s covenant with 
Noah was the rainbow 

(Gen. 9:12–15); 
circumcision was the 

sign of the Abrahamic 
and Mosaic covenants 
(Gen. 17:10–14; Exod. 

12:47–48); and baptism 
is the sign of the new 

covenant (Col. 2:9–12; 
Rom. 6:3–4).”

Baker Encyclopedia of the 
Bible (Vol. 2)

Covenant

The terms and 
conditions of 
covenants meant 
that “both parties 
agreed to follow 
the stipulations of 
the covenant in 
exchange for the 
benefits indicated 
in the covenant. 
Failure to follow 
the stipulations 
invoked the 
sanctions or 
curses described 
in the covenant. 
The demands the 
biblical covenant 
places on Israel 
can be seen as 
God’s commands 
to Israel, while the 
demands it places 
on God can be 
seen as God’s 
promises to Israel. 
Violating the 
conditions of the 
covenant would 
constitute 
unfaithfulness to 
the other party in 
the covenant.” 

Lexham Theological 
Wordbook



old covenants was the discipline and 
punishment for breaking them.

The Old Covenants 
There is more than one covenant in the Old 
Testament with which believers should be 
familiar. However, when the New Testament 
makes reference to the old covenant, it is 
usually making reference to the commands in 
the Mosaic Covenant—the covenant God and 
the Israelites made together after the Exodus.

Some scholars list the covenant God made 
with Adam and Eve in the garden as the first of 
God’s covenants. Since it is the first mentioned 
in Genesis, it is natural to list it first. Other 
scholars are careful to point out that the 
Scriptures describe a covenant that was in 
place even before the events of Genesis 1:1. It 
is this covenant (which I will refer to as the 
Eternal Redemption Covenant) that gives 
purpose and shape to the covenants that 
follow.

The Eternal Redemption Covenant is the 
covenant “that God the Father established with 
God the Son to redeem fallen humanity”
(Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). In the 
Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:23, Peter talked 
about “the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God” that “nailed [Jesus] to a 
cross.” In 2 Timothy 1:9–10, we are told that 
God’s grace through Christ originated “from all 
eternity.” Paul echoes this in Titus 1:1-3, 
explaining that the covenant promises of God 
began “long ages ago,” literally “before times 
eternal.” Galatians 4:4-5 explains that God 
appointed a time when a new covenant would 
replace the old. These are just a few, among 
several, verses that point to God’s eternal 
intention to redeem humanity in Christ. Every 
covenant God entered into with humanity 
begins and finds proper meaning in God’s 
Eternal Redemption Covenant.  

Each Old Testament covenant builds upon 
previous covenants. Some scholars group the 
old covenants thematically: redemption, works, 
and grace. Others list the covenants 
chronologically:
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The history of Jesus, 
including his deeds, death 

and resurrection, brings 
Peter to focus on the 

exaltation of the crucified 
Jesus. Ultimately he 

asserts that the 
resurrection is the 

fulfillment of God's 
covenant with David (2 

Sam. 7:14; Acts 2:30-31).  

Graeme Goldsworthy

?  

Why does 
understanding the 

Old Testament 
covenants matter? 

2 Timothy 1:8-10

…the gospel 
according to the 
power of God, who 
has saved us and 
called us with a holy 
calling, not according 
to our works, but 
according to His own 
purpose and grace 
which was granted us 
in Christ Jesus from 
all eternity, but now 
has been revealed by 
the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death 
and brought life and 
immortality to light 
through the gospel,

Titus 1:1-3

…the hope of eternal 
life, which God, who 
cannot lie, promised 
long ages ago, but at 
the proper time 
manifested…

Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness 
of the time came, 
God sent forth His 
Son, born of a 
woman, born under 
the Law, so that He 
might redeem those 
who were under the 
Law, that we might 
receive the adoption 
as sons.

?  

Southern Baptists hold 
to the conviction that 

all Scripture is without 
error. 

Does understanding 
what is “obsolete” 

about the Old 
Covenant threaten 

the conviction that all 
of Scripture is God’s 
Word, without error?

 
How would our lives 

be impacted by old 
covenants that are no 

longer binding?



• Eternal Redemption Covenant (Heb. 13:20)
• Edenic Covenant (Gen. 1:26-28)
• Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3:14-19)
• Noahic Covenant (Gen. 8:20-9:6)
• Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 

15:1-7; 17:1-8)
• Mosaic Covenant (Ex. 20:1-31:18)
• Palestinian Covenant (Deut. 30:1-10)
• Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:4-17)
• New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-33; Matt. 26:28; 

Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; Heb. 8:8-12)

The Law
The “Law” is a reference to the Mosaic 
Covenant—or the covenant given to Moses. 
The Mosaic Covenant was a bi-lateral, or 
conditional, covenant—both parties were 
obligated to fulfill their side of the covenant 
promises. This is seen in the “if…then” 
structure of the covenant in Exodus 19:5 (right 
sidebar). The human responsibility in the 
Mosaic Covenant is generally referred to as 
“the Law”. The Law is central to our 
understanding of the righteousness holy God 
expects of people. 

The essence of the Law was obedience to God 
as described in the Ten Commandments, but to 
the other 603 commands as well. Jesus 
summarized the Mosaic Law in Matthew 
22:37-40: “And He said to him, “‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
great and foremost commandment. The 
second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”

Civic laws. There are several types of Old 
Testament laws found within the Mosaic law. 
First, portions of the law function as a civic 
guide for God’s chosen people, who were 
without a political system or king. Instructions 
are given throughout the Old Testament that 
refer to civic laws and guidelines for civic 
punishment. Disobedience to the civic laws 
given by God was sinful. But, it does great 
harm to believers and unbelievers alike when 
civic laws for the ancient Israelites are 
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Covenant Themes

…each successive 
divine covenant grows 

out of and depends 
upon previous ones. 

Each covenant forms a 
new phase in one 
overarching divine 

plan. Both the 
covenant of works and 
the covenant of grace 

are the historical 
outworking of the more 
fundamental covenant 

of redemption. The 
covenant of grace, in 

which God unilaterally 
promises graciously to 

redeem fallen 
humanity, presupposes 

the failure of the 
covenant of works. But 

both of these 
covenants depend 

upon that eternal 
covenant made 

between God the 
Father and God the 

Son to redeem sinners 
from sin and misery. 
Before time began, 

God promised to give 
salvation to a sinful 

human race. That 
promise necessitated 
the establishment in 

history of the 
covenants of works 

and grace.

Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary

Exodus 19:5-8

Now then, if you will 
indeed obey My voice 
and keep My 
covenant, then you 
shall be My own 
possession among all 
the peoples, for all 
the earth is Mine; and 
you shall be to Me a 
kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’ 
These are the words 
that you shall speak 
to the sons of Israel.” 
So Moses came and 
called the elders of 
the people, and set 
before them all these 
words which the Lord 
had commanded him. 
All the people 
answered together 
and said, “All that the 
Lord has spoken we 
will do!” And Moses 
brought back the 
words of the people 
to the Lord.

?  

Read the Exodus 
20:1-8 and 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5.

Is Jesus being our 
first love, and the 
first place Lord of 
our lives, any 
different from 
these Old 
Testament 
covenant 
commands?

Is there any more 
hope for New 
Testament 
believers in loving 
God and putting 
Him first?



understood as moral laws that apply to all 
times, people, and situations. 

Ceremonial laws. The second type of the law 
is ritual or ceremonial law. The Old Testament 
gives detailed instructions on what makes a 
person ritually clean and unclean. These laws 
showcase the infinite holiness of God. He 
demanded that His people approach Him for 
forgiveness or worship in a specific, exact way. 
Often, these laws illustrated something about 
purity and holiness. These laws also identified 
the Israelites as God’s holy, different people 
who were to set themselves apart from other 
nations who worshipped false gods. These 
ceremonial laws for Israel should not be 
confused, however, with moral laws that apply 
to all people of all times. Wearing fabric of 
certain materials (Leviticus 19:19), or not 
eating bacon (Leviticus 11:7), for example, are 
ceremonial issues, not issues of moral right 
and wrong.

Moral laws. Finally, the law’s primary function 
is to provide a moral standard for right and 
wrong. Regarding morality and a right standing 
with God, the old covenants culminated in the 
Mosaic Covenant. The Ten Commandments 
have a simple, two-fold structure. The first four 
commandments describe the nature of the 
relationship God expects of His people, 
characterized by faithful worship and love. The 
last six describe how human relationships are 
impacted by the first four.

II. Old Testament Limitations

While the Law itself is brilliant and beautiful, 
the problems with the Law are that it is unable 
to make anyone righteous or able to keep its 
demands. “The Law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good” 
(Romans 7:12), and works well to teach “the 
knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20b). But God 
understood that as good as the Law was, 
people would never be able to fulfill it because 
of their sinful nature. Grace accomplishes 
through Christ the forgiveness and 
righteousness the Law is unable to produce.
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The consistent message 
of Christ and His apostles 
is that the Old Testament 

is all about Christ and 
His gracious salvation. 

Although there are 
passages in the New 

Testament that seem to 
contradict this, these 

seeming contradictions 
can be resolved by 

understanding them as 
critiques of the Old 

Testament as perverted by 
sinners or as 

comparisons of the lesser 
grace of the Old 

Testament with the 
greater grace of the New 

Testament.

David Murray

Jeremiah 31:31-34

“Behold, days are coming,” 
declares the Lord, “when I 
will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel 
and with the house of 

Judah, not like the 
covenant which I made 

with their fathers in the day 
I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land 

of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, although 
I was a husband to them,” 

declares the Lord. “But this 
is the covenant which I will 

make with the house of 
Israel after those days,” 
declares the Lord, “I will 

put My law within them and 
on their heart I will write it; 

and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. 

They will not teach again, 
each man his neighbor and 

each man his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they will all know Me, from 

the least of them to the 
greatest of them,” declares 

the Lord, “for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and their sin I 

will remember no more.”

?  

Christians are 
charged with 
selectively 
observing some 
Scripture 
prohibitions while 
ignoring others.

What is the 
justification for 
embracing some 
Old Testament 
commands, and 
not others, or 
even all of them?



Lacks Forgiveness
The law could not provide a remedy for the fact 
that “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23) and “all of 
us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6). For this 
reason, the law would come to be described as 
a “ministry of death" and “condemnation” (2 
Corinthians 3:7-9).

Romans 3:20 “by the works of the Law no flesh 
will be justified in His sight…” 

Because of this, there were built-in provisions 
for forgiveness. Even though a precise 
sacrificial system was temporarily put into 
place, at best, it could only overlook sin for 
another year. Then more sacrifices had to be 
made. In His perfect sovereignty, God awaited 
the perfect moment in history when the 
temporary covenant would be upgraded into a 
new and permanent solution for sin. Galatians 
3:18-24 explains that Jesus Christ is the 
promised seed that would replace the obsolete 
Law with faith. The Law has one purpose, “…to 
lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by 
faith…now that faith has come, we are no 
longer under” the Law (Galatians 3:24-25).

Lacks Power
Because the law was powerless to change a 
heart, a new covenant was promised that 
would replace the law (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Ezekiel 11:19-20 “And I will give them one 
heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I 
will take the heart of stone out of their flesh and 
give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in 
My statutes and keep My ordinances and do 
them. Then they will be My people, and I shall 
be their God.” 

Ezekiel 36:25-27 “Then I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all 
your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit within you; and I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 
give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit 
within you and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 
ordinances.

Session Nine   first [place] love  pg. �  of �6 15

Hebrews 9:15

…He is the mediator of 
a new covenant, so 
that, since a death has 
taken place for the 
redemption of the 
transgressions that 
were committed under 
the first covenant, 
those who have been 
called may receive the 
promise of the eternal 
inheritance.

New Covenant in 
the Old Testament

…in Jeremiah 
31:31–34...The new 
covenant is 
distinguished from 
the older covenant 
in four ways: (1) 
God will write the 
law in the minds 
and on the hearts of 
those in the new 
covenant; (2) God 
will be the God of 
those in the new 
covenant and they 
will be his people; 
(3) those in the new 
covenant will know 
God; (4) God will 
forgive the iniquities 
and the sins of 
those in the new 
covenant. The new 
covenant, therefore, 
has two basic 
characteristics: an 
internal spiritual 
transformation 
resulting in a new 
relationship with 
God and a new 
possibility of 
obedience and 
forgiveness of sins. 

Evangelical 
Dictionary of Biblical 
Theology

Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant 
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future



The Supremacy of Christ Over the Law
These weaknesses of the Law are also its 
strengths. The Law was never intended to 
produce what only Christ could produce. The 
Law was intended to point people to their need 
for a Savior, specifically to Jesus Himself, for 
forgiveness and a heart empowered to obey. 
What the Law was designed to do, it does well. 
Romans 8:3-4 explains “what the Law could 
not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God 
did: sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, 
who do not walk according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.”

The New Testament gives greatest attention to 
the Adamic, Abrahamic, Mosaic and Davidic 
covenants. These covenants supply New 
Testament writers with a framework for 
addressing how King Jesus fulfills, supersedes, 
or makes obsolete prior covenants.

Regarding the Adamic Covenant, Jesus is the 
new and perfect Adam. Just as Adam infected 
the entire human race with a sinful nature; 
Jesus makes new life available to the entire 
human race (1 Corinthians 15:22). Regarding 
the Abrahamic Covenant, Jesus is the object of 
the faith that activates grace for Jews and 
Gentiles alike (Galatians 3:9,16). For the 
Davidic Covenant, Jesus is seated as the 
permanent and eternal King promised to 
David’s descendants (Luke 1:32). 

Regarding the Mosaic Law, Jesus fulfilled it in 
a number of ways. 

1. He lived a sinless life according to every 
detail of the Mosaic Law. He is the only 
person to ever be declared righteous 
according to the demands of the Law.

2. He was the spotless sacrificial Lamb of 
God that upgraded the temporary sacrifices 
of the old covenant into a permanent 
forgiveness offered to anyone who would 
receive it in repentant faith.
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Why is the gospel better 
than the Law? Why is 

Jesus more glorious than 
any other intermediary? 

Because it is God himself 
doing the job himself for 
the people all by himself. 
Consider the exhaustive 

and exhausting 
comprehensiveness and 

rigor that the Law entails. 
Multiply that by the glory 
that radiated on Moses’s 

face, that was transmitted 
on a mountaintop via ten 
thousand flaming angels. 

Multiply that by precise 
measurements, a routine 

cycle of sacrifices, and an 
every-T-crossed attention 

to detail. Now consider 
that Christ Jesus is more 

glorious, more precise, 
more fulfilling, more 

encompassing than all 
that. And then! Consider 

that Jesus doesn’t just 
hold up his end of the 

covenant of 
righteousness: he holds 

up our end too. An 
intermediary implies 

more than one. But God 
is one. He does his job, 

and ours.

Jared C. Wilson 

Christ fulfilled the 
law and the 
prophets by 
obedience, by 
accomplishment of 
types, ceremonies, 
rites, and 
prophecies, and by 
explaining, 
spiritualizing, 
elevating, 
enlarging, and 
perfecting the 
moral law, by 
writing it on the 
heart, and by giving 
grace to obey it, as 
well as an example 
of obedience, by 
taking away its 
curse; and by the 
doctrine of free 
justification by faith 
in Himself, which 
the law prefigured 
and anticipated, but 
could not give.

John Peter Lange



3. The perfection of Jesus’ Law-keeping is 
applied to the “accounts” of all who receive 
the Lord Jesus as Savior, by faith. 

4. The Law remains a standard of God’s 
righteousness by which all will be judged. 
But because those in Christ are declared to 
have already fulfilled the requirements of 
the Mosaic Law, a new law is in operation 
for believers in which to live and be judged.

Paul explains that the Mosaic Law, though it 
came after it, was not intended to nullify the 
Abrahamic covenant. The Abrahamic 
covenant’s purpose was to draw attention to 
the central role of faith in righteousness—
Christ fulfilled that in the gospel. The Mosaic 
Law was intended to demonstrate to everyone 
that there is no hope for righteousness in self-
effort. Just knowing what you should do does 
not mean you are willing and able to do it all 
the time. The Law still functions as a standard 
of righteousness and points people to their 
need for Jesus.

Israel was trying to pursue righteousness 
through works, not through faith. One is self-
centered, the other is God-centered. One 
brings glory to self, the other to God. Romans 
9:31-10:4 uses Israel to illustrate: “Israel, 
pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive 
at that law. Why? Because they did not pursue 
it by faith, but as though it were by works…
seeking to establish their own, they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God. For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.” 
Ephesians 2:8,9 explains that God’s grace is 
free from works, so that no one but God can 
receive the credit for it. Galatians 2:21 adds,  
“if righteousness comes through the Law, then 
Christ died needlessly.”

III. New Covenant of Grace

The New Testament describes grace in Christ 
by comparing it with the law. Jeremiah 31:32 
indicates that this new covenant is “not like” the 
old covenant. It is critically important, 
especially for whole-Bible-believing Christians, 
that we understand what in the old covenant of 
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the Scriptures make it 
clear that our good 

works are the results of 
God’s good work. If we 

ground our hopes for 
sanctification in our own 

obedience, we will rush 
headlong into despair, 

because we are 
constantly falling back 
into sin, unable to obey 

perfectly, and we are 
constantly discovering 
new areas of our heart 
that need cleaning. We 

break covenant daily. But 
the covenant holds 

because God is faithful. 
Let us fear him and obey 

him, and let us do so 
grounded in the 

wonderful truth that he 
will persevere his saints. 

This makes gospel 
centrality so important. 
The longer we take our 
eyes off the gospel, the 
more we will think our 

sanctification is powered 
by our own good efforts, 

and that is just a short 
skip and a jump to self-

righteousness. The 
gospel is the beating 

heart of sanctified 
obedience. 

 
Jared C. Wilson

2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin 
on our behalf, so that 
we might become the 
righteousness of God 
in Him.

“Abraham 
believed God, and 
it was counted 
unto him for 
righteousness”  
[Romans 4:3]

…Salvation was 
obtained by simply 
resting on the two 
“facts” God had 
promised about 
Jesus: He was 
crucified as the 
payment for our 
sins; He was 
resurrected as 
proof that God 
accepted His 
sacrifice as 
payment. Just as 
Abraham was 
saved by believing 
God would keep 
His word, I was 
saved by believing 
He had.

J.D. Greear



the law is now obsolete and what is still in 
operation. More importantly, Christians need to 
understand what is new, and how God wants 
us to become rooted and mature in it.

Before we look at the differences between the 
Old and the New, let us take a step back and 
knock back some “humility pills.” There are 
statements in the New Testament that may 
seem to contradict one another about the 
usefulness of the Law for the New Testament 
believer. We know they don’t, because God, 
who inspired the whole Bible, can not 
contradict Himself—He is the Truth and 
incapable of lying. Properly understood, these 
passages preach the gospel in unison. Yet, 
humility is necessary so we continue to grow in 
our own understanding. It is also important so 
that we sympathize with believers who may be 
struggling to understand a very difficult topic. 
Believers who have gotten stuck in a common 
misunderstanding and are living in old-
covenant error—without the joy, freedom and 
holiness of grace in Christ—need patient and 
kind encouragement to learn and grow.

Jesus on the Law
A passage commonly cited in support of 
observing the laws of the old covenant is 
Matthew 5:17-20. Jesus clearly says a series 
of statements that lift high the importance of 
the Law: 1) He didn’t come to abolish the Law 
but to fulfill it 2) the Law won’t pass away—
ever 3) don’t annul the law to yourself or others 
4) make sure your righteousness surpasses 
the Pharisees if you want to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. These statements seem unlikely to 
come from the One sent to make the Law 
“obsolete.” How can these statements be 
harmonized and properly understood?

A good place to make sense of this passage is 
by reminding ourselves that Jesus Himself 
preached the New Covenant. His Matthew 5 
statements were not saying that God’s plan is 
that we stay under the Old Covenant. On the 
night before His arrest, Jesus said, “This cup 
which is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20).
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Matthew 5:17-20

Do not think that I came to 
abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. For 

truly I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest 

letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is 

accomplished. Whoever 
then annuls one of the 

least of these 
commandments, and 

teaches others to do the 
same, shall be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven; 

but whoever keeps and 
teaches them, he shall be 

called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. For I say to you 

that unless your 
righteousness surpasses 

that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not 

enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

Hebrews 8:13

…When He said, “A new 
covenant,” He has made 

the first obsolete. But 
whatever is becoming 

obsolete and growing old is 
ready to disappear.

Romans 6:14

For sin shall not be master 
over you, for you are not 

under law but under grace.

Galatians 3:24,25

Therefore the Law has 
become our tutor to lead us 
to Christ, so that we may be 

justified by faith. But now 
that faith has come, we are 

no longer under a tutor.

He fulfilled “the 
Law” by living in 
complete obedience 
to its original design 
and purpose. And he 
fulfilled “the 
Prophets” by 
completing all the 
promises that had 
been made about him 
in their writings. He 
was “born under the 
law” (Gal. 4:4), 
fulfilled the law in 
his life and teaching, 
bore the “curse of 
the law” by his death 
on the cross (Gal. 
3:13), and continues 
to fulfill “the law’s 
requirement” 
through believers 
today as he enables 
us to walk by the 
Spirit (Rom. 8:3-4).

Ken Hemphill

Romans 7:4,6

Therefore, my 
brethren, you also 
were made to die to 
the Law through the 
body of Christ, so that 
you might be joined to 
another, to Him who 
was raised from the 
dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit for God 
. . . But now we have 
been released from the 
Law, having died to 
that by which we were 
bound, so that we 
serve in newness of 
the Spirit and not in 
oldness of the letter.



Jesus’ statement about fulfilling the Law must 
be properly understood. Jesus did fulfill the 
Law. He didn’t do away with it or ignore it, but 
rather, He met all of its demands down to the 
letter and the punctuation. God will judge 
humanity based on the righteous standards of 
the Law. Every person will either 1) stand 
before God on the basis of their own 
observance of the Law, or 2) stand before God 
based upon Jesus’ observance of the Law. The 
Law will not be annulled or pass away. No 
covenant exists, even the new covenant, that 
removes God’s righteous standards found in 
Scripture.

Finally, Jesus said that our righteousness must 
surpass the Pharisees’. This should be 
understood in a couple of ways. First, the 
Pharisees practiced distortions of the Law, not 
the Law as given by God. In that sense, God 
wants our righteousness to begin at the heart, 
not on external appearances. Second, the 
Pharisee’s efforts to keep the Law was not 
good enough. No one’s efforts are. Our 
righteousness misses the mark—by a lot. God 
expects nothing less than perfection. Only in 
Christ can we be declared perfectly righteous 
in our standing before God. In our practical 
living, our righteousness can surpass that of 
the Pharisees by our abiding in Christ. 

Living in the New Covenant
Grace, through faith, is not only what saves us 
(Ephesians 2:8-9), but it is the manner in which 
believers are instructed to live as well. 
“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk in Him” (Colossians 2:6). 
Paul chastised the Galatian Christians for 
failing to live in the new covenant by which 
they were saved (Galatians 3:3-5). They were 
trying to live as believers in obedience to the 
law, according to the strength of their “flesh.” 
Paul called them “foolish” and “bewitched”—
having traded-in the superior life of walking 
with Christ, by the Spirit, for the life of self-effort 
in the flesh. 

Understanding and living according to the new 
covenant is extremely important for several 
reasons:
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Galatians 3:3-5

You foolish Galatians, who 
has bewitched you, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? This is the only 

thing I want to find out from 
you: did you receive the 

Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with 

faith? Are you so foolish? 
Having begun by the Spirit, 

are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?

There are two classes of 
doers of the Law, true 
doers and hypocritical 

doers. The true doers of 
the Law are those who 

are moved by faith in 
Christ to do the Law. 

The hypocritical doers 
of the Law are those 

who seek to obtain 
righteousness by a 

mechanical 
performance of good 

works while their hearts 
are far removed from 
God. They act like the 
foolish carpenter who 

starts with the roof when 
he builds a house. 

Instead of doing the 
Law, these law-

conscious hypocrites 
break the Law. They 

break the very first 
commandment of God 

by denying His promise 
in Christ. They do not 
worship God in faith. 

They worship 
themselves.

Martin Luther

The story of the 
whole Bible is 
about Grace 
Administration. 
The New Testament 
tells us that the 
coming of Jesus 
changed the way 
grace is 
administered. The 
Old Testament 
administered the 
grace of Jesus in a 
way that suited the 
times and the 
people then— 
through 
prophecies, 
pictures, and 
symbols. It was 
glorious—for its 
time. But now, the 
same grace is to be 
administered 
directly and only 
through Jesus. 
Grace 
Administration is 
“Under New 
Management.” As 
such, it is even 
more glorious: 
“For if what is 
passing away was 
glorious, what 
remains is much 
more glorious.” In 
other words, the 
New Testament is 
not a new business 
but a new way of 
administering the 
same business of 
grace. It is Grace 
Administration 
“Under New 
Management.”

David Murray



1) New covenant living can position believers 
to fully experience loving Jesus without 
restraint, and full surrender to His Lordship

2) Only a life of abiding in Christ brings about 
true righteousness (love for God and 
people), impact on others, glory to God and 
eternal reward 

3) Christians need to live and spread the 
gospel as good news, not trying to obey the 
Law as good news 

4) Christians need to understand and 
articulate how the Old and New Testaments 
are both God’s Word and can be fully 
trusted when understood properly

5) Believers can have assurance of their 
salvation when intimacy with Christ 
deepens, He transforms them into His 
likeness, and He bears fruits of love 
through their lives (1 John 3:9-10). 

Resting in Christ’s Finished Work
Believers who become rooted in the gospel are 
able to rest in the full acceptance of God, 
regardless of persistent moral failures. They 
are able to rest in the work of Christ on their 
behalf. This removes the anxiety many 
Christians experience concerning God’s 
approval of them. Some struggle because after 
being saved, they feel that they “should know 
better”—post-salvation sins can carry more 
shame than pre-salvation sins. 

Believers resting in the truths of the gospel are 
amazed afresh daily. They are rightly 
convinced, regardless of feelings of 
condemnation, that their approval by God has 
already been permanently secured by Christ’s 
perfect observance of the law, and by His 
death, resurrection and ascension. This 
liberates these believers to enjoy God as He 
commands for us to enjoy Him. 

These believers stop fixating on how and how 
much they are sinning, and become fixated on 
Jesus. Loving Him without fear of rejection 
liberates them to love Him wholeheartedly and 
press into deeper intimacy and worship. Their 
lives are motivated to love Him extravagantly. 
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We are used to 
hearing about 
“falling from 
grace” as 
describing those 
who fall into some 
gross 
licentiousness, 
sexual sin or the 
like. 

Paul forbids these 
kinds of works of 
the flesh in 
Galatians 5:13–21, 
but there is a 
different kind of 
work of the flesh 
he targets in 
Galatians 5:1–4, 
and it is essentially 
legalism. To be 
legalistic is to fall 
from grace!

Jared C. Wilson

Galatians 5:1–4  

For freedom Christ 
has set us free; stand 
firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. Look: 
I, Paul, say to you 
that if you accept 
circumcision, Christ 
will be of no  
advantage to you. I 
testify again to every 
man who accepts 
circumcision that he 
is obligated to keep 
the whole law. You 
are severed from 
Christ, you who 
would be justified by 
the law; you have 
fallen away from 
grace.  

When the devil throws 
our sins up to us and 

declares that we deserve 
death and hell, we ought 

to speak thus: “I admit 
that I deserve death and 

hell. What of it? Does this 
mean that I shall be 
sentenced to eternal 

damnation? By no 
means. For I know One 
who suffered and made 

satisfaction in my behalf. 
His name is Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. Where he 

is, there shall I be also.

Martin Luther



Sin is less appealing. Believers give 
themselves over the Lordship of Christ. His 
Spirit within them creates a desire to live for 
Him. Doing God’s will no longer is about “I 
have to,” but is now about “I want to.” The Spirit 
of Christ is active within and produces fruits of 
love, joy and obedience that bring glory to 
Himself.

Abiding in Christ
Jesus said in John 15:5 that apart from abiding 
in Christ, “you can do nothing.” Believers who 
take that to heart act accordingly. They know 
that a Christ-less, self-righteousness is 
impossible. Efforts to be righteous apart from 
Christ are filthy before the Lord. His desire is to 
be glorified by Spirit-born righteousness in us, 
not to be impressed with us—He’s not and 
never will be. But He loves us like crazy!

Picture a narrow road with a deep ditch on 
each side. Abiding in Christ represents staying 
on the road. On one side of the road is the 
danger of self-righteousness. Believers drift 
into distance from Christ, and become 
comfortable with the idea that they can be 
pleasing to God through self-effort. On the 
other side of the road is the danger of self-rule. 
Believers drift into distance from Christ, and 
their affections turn toward other things. 

The two ditches on the road of Christian living 
are both self-dug ditches. Both are 
characterized by distance from Christ and 
pride. Pride on one side convinces the believer 
that they don’t need an abiding relationship 
with Christ to be righteous. Pride on the other 
side convinces the believer that there is 
something more lovely than an abiding 
relationship with Christ. Neither produces the 
kind of Christ-glorifying righteousness He died 
to produce within us.

When traveling on the abiding road, your eyes 
must be fixed on the road, and on the signs. It 
is easy to veer one way or another and land in 
a ditch. Hebrews 12:2 says that we must “fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
your faith.” The Christian life is about being 
rightly related to God through Christ, loving 
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I am learning that doing 
things in my strength, 
even when I have the 

skill set to do them, is an 
act of traitorship against 

Christ.

Rosaria Butterfield

We all tend to be 
quite adept at 
ignoring our own 
sin while being 
highly sensitized to 
the sin of others. It 
is hard for us to 
receive the loving 
criticism, 
confrontation, and 
rebuke of others 
because we tend to 
think of ourselves 
as more sanctified 
than we actually 
are. As the Bible 
invites us to look 
intently into it, as 
into a mirror, it 
invites a humbling 
and accurate self-
assessment. The 
biblical doctrine of 
sin confronts each 
of us with the 
reality that we are 
not as good as we 
imagine we are, and 
therefore more 
needy and 
vulnerable than we 
typically consider 
ourselves to be. 

Paul Tripp

Romans 15:18

For I will not presume to 
speak of anything except 

what Christ has 
accomplished through me…

the…Church in England 
placed John Bunyan, the 

author of Pilgrim’s 
Progress, in prison for 

preaching the gospel of 
God’s unmerited grace 

toward sinners. Their 
argument was that when 
the fear of punishment is 

removed, people would 
run wild, doing whatever 

they wanted. Bunyan 
replied, “If people really 

see that Christ has 
removed the fear of 

punishment from them 
by taking it into Himself, 

they won’t do whatever 
they want, they’ll do 

whatever He wants.”

J. D. Greear



Him wholeheartedly, and living under His 
Lordship. Christ is the goal. When morality is 
the goal, people often try to get there apart 
from Him. 

One sign that needs to be paid attention to is 
the signpost of sin. When a believer finds 
himself in sin, God’s will is not for that believer 
to shame himself. Sin, punishment and shame 
have already been dealt with on the cross. 
God’s will is for the believer to receive the 
truths of the gospel with joy and repent back to 
an abiding relationship with Christ. Godly 
sorrow results in repentance; gospel-less 
condemnation is from the enemy and drives a 
wedge between us and God that Christ has 
already removed. 

Sin should be confessed and brought to light—
with full confidence that God’s justice for that 
sin has already been satisfied in Christ. 
Cleansing for self-reliance and self-rule is the 
work that is needed to move forward (1 John 
1:9). Sin should be a blinking neon signal for 
you. It signals that in that moment, you were 
not abiding in Christ. Rather than trying to “stop 
sinning,” all of your future efforts need to be 
poured into abiding in Christ. The believer can 
join God in turning sin into a reminder to 
pursue Christ. Sin is an ever-present reminder 
of the need for Christ’s sacrifice, but also a 
warning sign that reminds believers of the need 
to keep abiding in Christ. This will keep 
believers from living in sin, or feeling falsely 
assured in themselves.

Law of Love
Paul joins the other New Testament writers in 
concluding that love is the law of the new 
covenant. Without love, there is no 
righteousness. All of the Law is summed up in 
love for God and others. John writes that 
anyone believing they are righteous without 
love is a liar (1 John 3:10). Righteousness is 
not about avoiding bad things and doing good 
things. That is the way the Pharisees thought. 
Righteousness is the radical love of God 
producing radical love for God that produces 
unconditional love for people.
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Romans 13:8

Owe nothing to anyone 
except to love one 

another; for he who loves 
his neighbor has fulfilled 

the law. For this, “You 
shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall 
not covet,” and if there is 

any other commandment, 
it is summed up in this 
saying, “You shall love 

your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.

Romans 6:12-14

Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body 
so that you obey its lusts, 

and do not go on 
presenting the members 

of your body to sin as 
instruments of 

unrighteousness; but 
present yourselves to 

God as those alive from 
the dead, and your 

members as instruments 
of righteousness to God. 

For sin shall not be 
master over you, for you 

are not under law but 
under grace.

SIN ALERT!

For the born-again 
believer, sin is a 

warning sign that 
you have stopped 
abiding in Christ.

Immediately: 

1) Accept the truth 
that, in Christ, this sin 
did not drive a wedge 
between you and 
God. Your sins have 
already been paid for 
in full. Don’t wallow in 
your grief over your 
sin. God’s will for you 
is to wallow in this 
amazing gospel 
(which you don’t 
deserve—even if you 
didn’t just mess up).

2) Reflect on the root 
idolatry of your sin. 
Confess your idolatry 
to God and ask for 
His heart cleansing,  
that you might grow 
in Christ as Lord and 
as your first love. Use 
the Scriptures to 
renew your mind. Ask 
God for wisdom from 
other believers who 
will help you set 
boundaries to 
minimize the appeal 
and access of sin.

3) Choose to enjoy 
worship and intimacy 
with Jesus right now. 
Replace focus on self 
with gratitude for the 
gospel and worship 
for Jesus.

4) Turn back to Christ 
to begin abiding in 
Him in unhindered, 
continual prayer, and 
abiding in His word.



Conclusion

God’s revelation of Himself became more clear 
over time until the full and final revelation of 
Himself in Christ. We have the benefit of 
looking back on the old covenants with greater 
understanding than those to whom it was 
originally given. For New Testament era 
believers, it's important to look back on the old 
covenants, so we can best understand and 
operate within the superior new covenant. This 
can keep us from key spiritual hazards that 
have shipwrecked the faith of many well-
meaning believers.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

2. What would you say to a non-believer who 
accuses Christians of picking and choosing 
which verses to obey? 

3. Is it God’s will that we obey all of the 
commands listed in the Old Testament? How 
could obedience to some of God’s commands 
indicate confusion in understanding the 
gospel? (see circumcision and passages 
containing Galatians 5:6 & Colossians 3:11)

4. What about the law is obsolete for Christians? 
Is what is obsolete for Christians also obsolete 
for non-Christians? Why or why not?

5. How can you go about authentically following 
God’s will as a new covenant believer? How 
can you guard against self-reliance and loosen 
the grip of sin in a way that brings glory to 
Christ? 

 
In closing, have someone pray a prayer of love 
and surrender to Jesus, using discoveries from 
the See and Share time.
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 
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