
Introduction

This Spring, the Perot Museum in Dallas 
featured a fascinating Sherlock Holmes exhibit. 
The creator of the Sherlock Holmes character 
is Scottish author and physician, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. Doyle was inspired by the 
meticulous attention to detail of Dr. Joseph 
Bell, who pioneered the discipline known today 
as forensic science. Drawing accurate 
conclusions from the observation of overlooked 
details became the hallmark characteristic of 
Sherlock Holmes. He was able to solve 
puzzling crimes by his keen perception and his 
ability to draw logical conclusions from his 
observations. 

One of Sherlock Holmes’ memorable sayings 
was "you see, but you do not observe.” Holmes 
was stating that there is a difference between 
seeing and truly understanding what is being 
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?  

Forensic crime 
shows are more 
numerous and 
popular than 
ever. 

What 
characteristics 
of a forensic 
crime drama are 
so fascinating 
that millions of 
viewers tune in 
every week?

Session Goal: to better understand Christ as God incarnate, whose teaching and actions instruct us to 
understand the King & His kingdom, and respond to Him with whole-person love and total surrender.

@home SESSION FOUR: Christ’s Birth & Earthly Ministry

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. The King Has Arrived: OT, NT prophecies, angels & demons testify

DAY 2 II.  His Central Teachings: Jesus teaches on the kingdom & declares “I AM” King

DAY 3
III.  Christ in Action: Miracles & relationships of the King & His kingdom
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

Dr. Joseph Bell, renowned 
lecturer at the University of 
Edinburgh Medical School 

in 1876 when Arthur Conan 
Doyle was enrolled there 

as a student, was the 
primary inspiration for the 

Sherlock Holmes character. 

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 



seen. Thirteen times, the Gospels record Jesus 
saying, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
Holmes’ idea is similar to Jesus’—it's important 
to go beyond noticing facts to uncover the 
larger truths those facts reveal.

In this session, we will be looking at the 
significance of Jesus’ mission to earth. Prior to 
his final days on earth, He had much to say 
and show us about God, because He was God 
Himself incarnate—in the flesh. This overview 
of His identity, teaching and miracles will 
reinforce accurate conclusions about Christ. 
More than that, it will help us respond to Christ 
as we should. Matthew 13:14-15 give us this 
promise: that if we will see and hear spiritually 
(with our hearts) and return to Him, God would 
bring spiritual healing.

I.  The King Has Arrived

Ever since God birthed the nation of Israel 
through Abraham, their history has been full of 
ups and downs. Within only a few generations, 
they found themselves enslaved for 400 years. 
Not long after their Exodus from slavery, they 
wandered in the wilderness, were given the law 
and the Scriptures, struggled to take the land 
of inheritance, refused God as King, were 
failed by their own monarchy, built a temple, 
divided their nation, were rebuked by prophets 
and disciplined into Babylonian and Assyrian 
captivity. They finally returned to their land, but 
only to be ruled by the Romans. There were 
more downs than ups. 

Time and again, God granted national victory 
and spiritual joy and restoration, only to see 
them squander that with unfaithfulness to God 
and a return to idols. The setting was ripe for a 
hero who could get them off the treadmill of 
restoration and rebellion. God considered this 
the perfect time to become the hero of history. 
“When the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son . . .” (Galatians 4:4).  

Triune God entered the human condition. The 
eternal God who created us for Himself, 
became a man in human history. He had to 
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Matthew 13:14-15
 
. . . the prophecy of 
Isaiah [from Isaiah 
6:10] is being fulfilled, 
which says, “You will 
keep on hearing, but 
will not understand; 
you will keep on 
seeing, but will not 
perceive; for the heart 
of this people has 
become dull, with 
their ears they 
scarcely hear,
and they have closed 
their eyes, otherwise 
they would see with 
their eyes, hear with 
their ears, and 
understand with their 
heart and return, and I 
would heal them.”

Matthew 11:15

He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.

(Repeated word-for-word, in 
Mark 4:9, Luke 8:8 and Luke 
14:35. Variations of wording 

also found 9 other times in 
Matthew 13:9, 15, 16, 43; 

Mark 4:23, 7:16, 8:18; Luke 
8:8, 14:35.)

Isaiah 9:6-7

For a child will be 
born to us, a son will be 

given to us; and the 
government will rest on 
His shoulders; and His 

name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

There will be no end to 
the increase of His 

government or of peace, 
on the throne of David 

and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold 

it with justice and 
righteousness from then 
on and forevermore. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts 

will accomplish this.

Our everlasting hope 
has been fused to a 

person who is no less 
than Immanuel, God 

with us. God dwells in 
Him fully and is made 

fully accessible to us 
in Him forever. All of 

God’s promises are 
equally and completely 

accessible as we 
receive them in Christ 

supreme.

David Bryant

The Bible isn't a 
storybook with 
many heroes. No, 
there's only one 
hero in Scripture: 
the Son, the Lamb, 
the Savior, the King, 
the Redeemer—
Jesus.

Paul David Tripp

Micah 5:2

But as for you, 
Bethlehem 
Ephrathah,
too little to be among 
the clans of Judah, 
from you One will go 
forth for Me to be ruler 
in Israel. His goings 
forth are from long 
ago, from the days of 
eternity.



become fully man to pay the penalty mankind 
deserved. Yet while He was fully man, He 
retained His deity. He was God and man at the 
same time. “For in Him [Christ] all the fullness 
of Deity dwells in bodily form. . .” (Colossians 
2:9).

The casual observer would see Jesus and call 
Him a man. Because he walked, talked, ate, 
slept, and conducted Himself as a man, he was 
therefore just a man. Right? The careful 
observer, however, notices all the details. The 
careful observer collects all the facts before 
jumping to obvious, but incorrect, conclusions. 
Jesus indeed was a man, but was even more. 
It was God Himself who showed up as the 
newborn baby Jesus. 

Several sources supply the facts by which 
accurate conclusions can be made concerning 
Jesus’ identity. Week 2, we established the 
facts that Jesus was no less than Creator God 
Himself. Week 3, we learned that Jesus fulfilled 
Old Testament pictures, promises, and 
patterns. He also fulfills Old Testament 
prophecies. Ancient prophecies from Isaiah 
identified Him as “Mighty God” and “Eternal 
Father” (Isaiah 9:6-7). Micah describes Him as 
the eternal ruler to be born in Bethlehem 
(Micah 5:2). 

Prophets contemporary to Jesus also identified 
Him. Simeon and Anna identified Jesus as the 
savior and redeemer—the glory of Israel and 
the hope of the Gentiles (Luke 2:30-38). 
Zacharias prophesied that Jesus was the 
promised salvation and redemption of Israel, 
the heir of David’s throne, and the fulfillment of 
the covenant to Abraham (Luke 1:68-73). John 
the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).

In the days surrounding Jesus’ birth, angels 
announced His identity. The angel Gabriel 
announced to Mary that Jesus is the Son of 
God Most High and the eternal heir of David’s 
throne (Luke 1:31-35). An angel, speaking to 
Joseph, identified Jesus as the rescuer, the 
hero of Israel, saying Jesus will “save His 
people from their sins.” Then, the angel quoted 
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The glory of the 
incarnation is that it 

presents to our adoring 
gaze not a humanized 

God or a deified man, but 
a true God-man—one 

who is all that God is and 
at the same time all that 

man is: on whose 
almighty arm we can 

rest, and to whose human 
sympathy we can appeal. 
We cannot afford to lose 

either the God in the man 
or the man in the God; 

our hearts cry out for the 
complete God-man whom 

the Scriptures offer us.

B. B. Warfield

Active Learning
Name that Quote:

Make a list of brief 
quotations about 
Jesus from the 
Scriptures on pages 
3 and 4. Then make 
of separate list of 
the prophets and 
angels who made 
these statements. 
Divide your class 
into two teams and 
see which team 
more correctly 
matches the two 
lists from memory.

Incarnate

Literally: “in flesh.” 
As Jesus Christ, 
God became a 
human being—the 
divine God-man.

… 1 Tim. 3:16 speaks 
of ‘he was manifested 
in the flesh’ . . . John 
ascribes to the spirit 
of antichrist any 
denial that Jesus 
Christ has ‘come in 
the flesh’ (1 Jn. 4:2; 2 
Jn. 7). Paul says that 
Christ did his 
reconciling work ‘in 
his body of 
flesh’ (Col. 1:22), and 
that by sending his 
Son ‘in the likeness 
of sinful flesh’ God 
condemned sin in the 
flesh’ (Rom. 8:3). 
Peter speaks of Christ 
dying for us ‘in the 
flesh’ (. . . 1 Pet. 3:18; 
4:1).

New Bible 
Dictionary (3rd Ed.)

Prophecy Fulfilled?

A careful observer 
understands that Jesus 

fulfills Old Testament 
prophecy in different 

ways. Fulfilled O.T. 
prophecies are not just 

predictions about Christ 
that later came true. It 
is more often true that 
Jesus more perfectly 

fulfills an O.T. Scripture.  

A predictive prophecy 
would have been 

understood by Old 
Testament readers as 

referring to a future 
Messiah. Christ also 

fulfilled Old Testament 
pictures, promises and 
patterns that were not 
of a predictive nature. 

One must compare Old 
and New Testaments to 

determine the type of 
prophecy fulfilled.



Isaiah and said,“they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with 
us” (Matthew 1:23). Angels announced to the 
shepherds that the newborn child was none 
other than their “Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). Even fallen angels (demons) 
identify Him rightly as “the Holy One of 
God” (Luke 4:34) and as “Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God” (Luke 8:28).

II.  His Central Teachings

The kingdom of God
Prophets and angels give testimony to the 
identity of Jesus. What Jesus says about 
Himself makes it even more clear. Matthew 
records that “Jesus began to preach and say, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 4:17). In one summarizing 
statement, Jesus was making His claim as the 
King of glory that was personally bringing 
God’s reign into history. The only correct 
response to that claim is repentance. The 
theme of the kingdom of God dominated Jesus’ 
central teaching emphasis.

The “kingdom of God” is mentioned 52 times in 
the gospels. “Kingdom of heaven” is mentioned 
32 times (all in the gospel of Matthew, which 
was primarily written for a Jewish audience). 
Jesus used the imagery of the kingdom to 
communicate three important things: 1) the 
long-awaited King and kingdom have arrived, 
2) God’s kingdom is accessed through 
repentant faith, and 3) the kingdom of heaven 
will one day be finalized in Christ. 

The King and kingdom have arrived
Jesus was the promised King. All the hopes of 
Israel, and the whole world, found their home 
in Him. Jesus’ kingdom teachings were 
focused squarely on Himself, because only 
God Himself could actually fulfill such 
extraordinary claims. In the first three 
(synoptic) gospels, Jesus used kingdom 
language to make His claim to God’s throne. In 
John’s gospel, some of His strongest claims 
used the phrase “I am.” When He said, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I 
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth & 
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

Matthew 4:23 

And he went about all 
Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom and 
healing every disease 
and every infirmity 
among the people.

?  

Does the 
testimony of 
angels and 
demons increase 
your confidence 
in Jesus being 
God in the flesh? 
Why or why not?

Kingdom of 
God (Heaven)

The sovereign rule 
of God, initiated by 
Christ’s earthly 
ministry and to be 
consummated when 
“the kingdom of the 
world has become 
the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his 
Christ” (Rev. 
11:15). 

According to the 
testimony of the 
first three Gospels 
the proclamation of 
the kingdom of God 
was Jesus’ central 
message.

Baker Encyclopedia 
of the Bible (Vol. 2)



am,” (John 8:58) the Jews tried to stone Him. 
They weren't overreacting. They just knew 
what the American reader may not. The phrase 
“I am” is from the most sacred name of God in 
the Old Testament. It was so sacred, they 
wouldn't speak it; they would only pronounce 
variations of it. Jesus said,“I am . . . 
. . . the Bread of life (John 6:35, 48, 51)
. . . the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5)
. . . the gate (John 10:7,9)
. . . the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14)
. . . the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)
. . . the way, truth, and the life (John 14:6)
. . . the vine (John 15:1,5)

Kingdom accessed through repentant faith
He also used “kingdom” to describe the active 
reign of God in each person. When people 
repent from rebellion and return Jesus to His 
rightful place as Lord of their lives, the kingdom 
of God has come in their lives. “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 
God’s reign begins at repentance unto 
salvation, continues as believers bear the fruits 
of righteousness and holiness, and culminates 
with eternal life. When He operates as King, 
true individual transformation and kingdom 
impact take place.

Kingdom ultimately finalized in Christ
Jesus also uses the “kingdom” to describe His 
future reign, when all things in heaven and 
earth will be brought totally under the Lordship 
of Christ. This is when “every knee will bow, of 
those who are in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and that every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10,11). 

Enemies of the kingdom 
One of the best ways to describe what 
someone stands for is to describe what they’re 
against. This is also true of Jesus’ teaching. He 
brought people's attention to what the kingdom 
was not about, to give greater clarity to what it 
was about. The Pharisees had so 
misinterpreted the Old Testament revelation of 
God that they drew Jesus’ strongest rebukes 
and corrections—He called them hypocrites, 
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?  

How do you feel 
when you read 
His “I am” 
statements? 
What do they 
lead you to 
conclude about 
Him?

Which “I am” 
statement most 
stirs up love for 
Him? Which 
most stirs up 
desires for total 
surrender to Him 
as Lord?

Yahweh (YHWH)

Most holy name for God 
in the OT, usually 
translated Lord or 

Jehovah. The name is 
also applied to Christ.

Baker Encyclopedia of 
the Bible (Vol. 2) 

Used over 6,000 times 
in the Old Testament, 

YHWH is the name 
most often used for 

God. It has a curious 
spelling (four 

consonants with no 
vowels), and for a 

name, a curious 
meaning (“I am who I 
am”). The meaning of 
the name essentially 
communicates “I am 

the Exalted One who 
has always existed.” 

Translators have 
either filled in the 

vowels with words like 
“Yahweh” or 

“Jehovah” or they use 
LORD in small caps to 

convey this majestic 
four-letter name of 
God. Praise songs 

with the words 
“Yahweh” or 

“Jehovah” are 
referring to variations 

of the “I am” names of 
God and Christ. 

Jesus' words here 
clearly echo the 
covenant divine 
name Yahweh. 
When He says, "I 
am He," or "I 
AM" (ego eimi), the 
soldiers draw back 
and fall down [John 
18:6]. The event 
hardly needs a 
commentary. It is as 
though, for one brief 
but amazing 
moment, Christ's 
deity cannot remain 
hidden. Unholy feet 
cannot remain 
standing on this 
holy ground.

Sinclair Ferguson

John 18:6 

So when He said to 
them, “I am He,” they 
drew back and fell to 
the ground.



broods of vipers, evil and adulterous, 
whitewashed tombs, lovers of money, self-
justified, and detestable by God, “You have let 
go of the commands of God and are holding on 
to the traditions of men.… Thus you nullify the 
word of God by your tradition that you have 
handed down” (Mark 7:8, 13). And in Matthew 
21:43, Jesus levels this verdict against them: 
"the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people, producing the fruit 
of it.”

The Pharisees did not understand the irony of 
their beliefs. They trumpeted righteousness 
through observance of the law. In a way they 
were correct. Perfect righteousness, only 
achieved by Jesus, was available through faith. 
“But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even 
to those who believe in His name (John 1:12). 
But the Pharisees did not understand the 
righteousness demanded by the law nor the 
fact that God considers our best attempts to 
fulfill it as "filthy rags” (Isaiah 65:6, NIV). 

Jesus’ “sermon on the mount” in Matthew 5-7 
reveals that God's perspective on 
righteousness was so much higher than the 
Pharisees’ definition of righteousness. What 
the Pharisees called lust, Jesus called adultery. 
What the Pharisees understood as hating or 
bad-mouthing someone, Jesus saw as murder. 
What the Pharisees called a just hatred of 
one's enemies, Jesus raised the standard to 
love everyone, even one's enemies. The 
impossible standard of God’s law paves the 
way for Jesus’ work of grace.       

III.  Christ in Action

Jesus had so much to say about Himself as He 
taught about the kingdom. His actions spoke 
even louder than His words. His miracles and 
relationships made strong statements about 
His identity, His character, and the kind of 
people who can enter His kingdom. 
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Pharisee

Members of the 
largest Jewish 
religious-political 
party in the time of 
Jesus. Pharisees 
controlled the 
Jewish synagogues 
(places for the 
gathering of 
followers for 
spiritual instruction
—similar to modern 
churches).

The term “Pharisee” 
means “separated 
ones.” Perhaps it 
means that they 
separated themselves 
from the masses or 
that they separated 
themselves to the 
study and 
interpretation of the 
law . . . They 
apparently were 
responsible for the 
transformation of 
Judaism from a 
religion of sacrifice 
to one of law . . . 
They saw the way to 
God as being 
through obedience to 
the law . . . They 
accepted all the OT 
as authoritative . . . 
The Pharisees 
opposed Jesus 
because He refused 
to accept their 
interpretations of the 
oral law.

Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary

. . . it’s a low view of the 
law that produces 

legalism because a low 
view of the law causes 
us to conclude that we 

can do it—the bar is 
low enough for us to 

jump over. A low view 
of the law makes us 

think that the standards 
are attainable, the 

goals are reachable, the 
demands are doable. . . 

A high view of the law, 
however, demolishes all 
notions that we can do 
it—it exterminates all 

attempts at self-
sufficient moral 

endeavor. We’ll always 
maintain a posture of 

suspicion regarding the 
radicality of 

unconditional grace as 
long as we think we 
have the capacity to 

pull it off. 

Tullian Tchividjian

Matthew 5:20

For I say to you that 
unless your 

righteousness surpasses 
that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not 

enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

Mark 7:6-7

Rightly did Isaiah prophesy 
of you hypocrites, as it is 

written: 
“This people honors Me 
with their lips, But their 

heart is far away from Me. 
But in vain do they worship 
Me, Teaching as doctrines 

the precepts of men.”



Miracles
In the New Testament, there are about 36 
miracles performed by Jesus. They are 
generally grouped into miracles over the 
natural and the supernatural realms. Jesus 
demonstrated authority over demons (6), over 
nature (9), over sickness (18) and over death 
(3). These miracles demonstrate the kingdom 
authority of Jesus over all things on heaven 
and earth. When reading miracle accounts of 
Jesus, it is helpful to ask, “What does this 
miracle signify?” Miracles are best understood 
as signs that reveal something about God. 

Jesus demonstrated authority over the 
supernatural by showing his miraculous power 
over demons. The gospel writers record 6 
separate situations when Jesus commanded 
demons to come out of people. The demons 
knew who He was, begged for mercy, and 
obeyed the orders of Jesus. They were 
silenced and cast out, and the people were 
delivered from their blindness, from muteness, 
and from violence. What do these miracles 
signify? That Jesus has authority over all 
created beings in the heavenly realm, showing 
Himself as the King of the kingdom of heaven. 
“But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon 
you” (Matthew 12:28).

The miracles over the natural realm include 
miracles over water, land, sickness and even 
death. What do these miracles signify? Many 
of the “I am” statements of Jesus were linked 
to a corresponding miracle over the natural 
realm. For these, the significance is clear. For 
those miracles that weren't linked to an “I am" 
statement nonetheless pointed to the identity, 
authority, power and character of Jesus. Jesus 
never healed without the miracle becoming a 
teachable moment. 

Relationships
Jesus’ relationships speak much about the 
heart of God. Who did God Himself seek out 
during His earthly ministry? The Pharisees 
noticed Jesus’ preoccupation with people who 
were not highly esteemed by others. 
Prostitutes, tax collectors, lepers, uneducated 
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Miracle

Event which may seem 
contrary to nature and 

which signifies an act in 
which God reveals 
himself to man . . . 

In every case God 
performed the miracle 

not merely as a 
“wonder” to inspire awe 

in man but as a “sign” 
to draw men to himself.

Baker Encyclopedia of 
the Bible (Vol. 2)

Learning Activity:

For larger classes, 
divide the class into 
groups of 3 or 4 and 

complete the activity.  
Assign different 

statements to the 
different groups. After 

5 minutes, have 
smaller groups share 
their discoveries with 

the larger class.

Look at the 
Scriptures beside the 

“I am” statements 
listed on page 5. Find 

which of the I am 
statements were 

linked to a miracle 
over nature. How did 

the corresponding 
miracle strengthen 

Jesus’ “I am” claim?

Active Learning

What is your 
favorite miracle? 
Pair off with one 
other class 
member. Explain 
why it is your 
favorite.

Now, re-examine 
the details of the 
miracle story. What 
does the miracle 
signify about 
Jesus? Discuss 
with your partner.

Active Learning

See if you can list, 
from memory, the 
nine miracles over 
nature.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.



fishermen, Samaritan half-breeds, and the sick 
were types of people Jesus went after. He 
explained to the Pharisees that it’s the sick, not 
the healthy, who need a doctor (Matthew 9:12).

What does this say about God? It says that 
God came to rescue sinners who would 
receive and trust Him. He wasn't repelled by 
sinners, but drawn to them. The kinds of 
people who were admitted into the kingdom 
understood their need for Jesus and were 
willing to ask for His grace and mercy. They 
could see in the eyes of Jesus the compassion 
and love of God. They were noticed and they 
were wanted. Others, like the Pharisees, 
stumbled over Jesus’ teachings that no one 
could be reconciled to God the Father apart 
from Him. No one. Not even the most 
respectable person in the eyes of men. Not 
even the most rigorous follower of the law. The 
kingdom of God is for those humble enough to 
know they need Jesus.

Conclusion

The story of Israel is like the story of many who 
find themselves on a treadmill of rebellion and 
spurts of self-righteousness. Eventually, God 
brings everyone to acknowledge their own 
limits—they realize that they are not the hero of 
their own story. We need a hero to rescue us. 
Jesus came into the world to rescue sinners as 
only God Himself can.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What are the top three truths from this lesson 
that most strengthened Jesus’ claim as the 
king of God’s kingdom?

2. Reread the quote on page 6. Do you think any 
Pharisees were granted entrance into God’s 

Session 4   first [place] love  pg. �  of �8 10

See and 
Share Time:

At the close of 
each Sunday 
School session, 
we encourage 
a time of 
sharing. We 
call this See 
and Share time
—a time to 
share with 
others 
something new 
or exciting that 
you see about 
Jesus as a 
result of this 
week’s study. 

God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

Once you begin to 
understand that Jesus 

is in fact God, and that 
he is in a unique and 

exclusive relationship 
with God the Father, 

you also begin to 
understand that if you 
want to know the God 
who created you, then 

you need to know 
Jesus. There’s just no 

other way.

Greg Gilbert



kingdom? Why or why not? Why do you think a 
group of people as dedicated as the Pharisees 
were to God didn’t think Jesus was God? 

3. If you were someone from a New Testament 
story who met Jesus, who would you be? A 
Pharisee, a tax collector, a fisherman, a 
disciple, someone healed, etc. 

4. What is something about today’s lesson that 
you would like to discuss with a family member 
or friend?

5. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of 
love and surrender to Jesus, using 
discoveries from the See and Share time.
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You have permission to use First Place Love, unaltered, for family, devotional and church discipleship  
purposes only. If you would like to acquire an editable version of the curriculum, please write 
dmbooth1010@gmail.com detailing your request.

If quoted, use the following APA citation: 

Booth, David M. First Place Love: Awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus (2015). Unpublished curriculum.

Session Four Works Cited

Brand, C., Draper, C., England, A., Bond, S., Clendenen, E. R., Butler, T. C., & Latta, B. (Eds.). (2003). 
In Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.

Bryant, David. (2005) Christ is All: A Joyful Manifesto on the Supremacy of God’s Son. New 
Providence, NJ: New Providence Publishers.

Gilbert, Greg. (2010) What Is the Gospel? Wheaton, IL: Crossway.

Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). In Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Book House.

Ferguson, Sinclair. (2007) In Christ Alone: Living the Gospel-centered Life. Lake Mary, FL: 
Reformation Trust.

Murray, David. (2013) Jesus On Every Page: 10 Simple Ways to Seek and Find Christ in the Old 
Testament. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.

Tchividjian, Tullian. (2013) One Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted World. Colorado 
Springs, CO: David C. Cook.

Wood, D. R. W., & Marshall, I. H. (1996). In New Bible Dictionary (3rd ed.). Leicester, England; 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

mailto:dmbooth1010@gmail.com
mailto:dmbooth1010@gmail.com

