(HAPTER FOUR

Tue CONFIDENCE TO BE
A MEssENGER OF Hope

A survey taken by International Urban Associates asked ministers
of inner-city churches: “When have you most felt like quitting on
the city, and why have you stayed?” The answers were revealing.
Seventy-four percent said they did not resign because it was God’s
call for them to be there. Of course that’s good. But only 10 percent
responded that they were sticking it out because of “the potential of
great things happening.”! In other words, motivation for ministry
sprang not so much out of their confidence that God would renew
his work among them, but rather from a resigned obedience to him
even when it was bad enough to quit. Is that really God’s best for us?

Contrast the perspective of Bolivian pastor Julio Ruibal, whose
devotion to his city of Cali, Columbia, and his ministry of calling for
prayer and revival led to his assassination in December 1995. Ruibal
and his wife, Ruth, had served Christ in Cali since 1978; they focused
constantly on revival for the city. A year or so before his murder,
Ruibal was instrumental in initiating all-night prayer and fasting
sessions, gathering tens of thousands together in soccer stadiums,
seeking God for the overthrow of the illegal drug trafficking out of
Cali. The drug cartel was so threatened by this prayer movement—
and by Ruibal’s hope-filled vision for righteousness in their streets—
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that they were left with no other option but to kill him. They gunned
him down while he was walking into his church one morning.

Ruibal persisted as a messenger of hope because of his absolute
confidence in the promises of God for revival. A day before his death,
he told his wife, “We have spent the last seventeen years laying a
foundation that is solid. Now is the time for the move of God, and it
will be seen. It will shake this whole nation until its history is changed
by the gospel.”?

Do you have the confidence it takes to be a Messenger of Hope?

Will God Show Up?

When you teach the Scriptures to your family, in your church, or
in a local Bible study group, do you really expect anything to hap-
pen? I'm not asking if you teach about God. I'm asking if you actu-
ally expect God himself to show up? Isaiah 55:11 tells us that God’s
Word never returns empty, that it always accomplishes the vision to
which it points. Those who hear it will go forth in joy, as they watch
mountains break forth with singing before them (Isa. 55:12).

The question isn't whether or not you have confidence about
God’s promises of revival, the impact of revival, or even the need of
revival. The question is do you believe in the nearness of revival—
that God is not only willing and able but ready to fulfill his promises
for revival? Do you believe God is going to show up soon?

A world-renowned pastor said it this way: “Revivals are among
the charter rights of the church. They are the evidences of its divin-
ity, the tokens of God’s presence, the witness of his power. The fre-
quency and power of these extraordinary seasons of grace are the
tests and preservers of the vital force in the church. The church which
is not visited by these seasons is sterile . . . such churches may have
all the show and parade of life, but it is only a painted life.”® Do you
believe revival is the right of the people to whom you speak about
our hope in Christ?

One of the most committed Christian leaders on Capitol Hill
remarked to me one day that occasionally he will walk up to a con-
gressman and announce, “There’s another great spiritual awakening
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coming to America. And you are going to be a part of it!” I'm sure that
leaves them thinking, but he’s right. If awakening is coming to this
nation, everybody will be affected by it in one way or another, includ-
ing those in Congress. Do you share his kind of conviction? Do you
believe awakening is coming? Would you be willing to stand before your
family or the people in your church next Sunday morning and say,
“There’s another great awakening coming, and youwill be a part of it!”?

Cautious or Courageous?

Many of us who minister struggle at times with a tentative spirit,
an unwillingness to fully trust God’s Word. We are suspicious that
things will not really turn out as God says they will. Though we may
not own it publicly, within our hearts we harbor reservations about
the hope of revival: I'll believe it when I see it. So many times we've
had other hopes—Ilesser hopes—dashed to the ground, and we're
not willing to risk such confidence again.*

The spiritual leaders in Malachi’s day suffered the same under-
tow of skepticism. “You have wearied the Lorp with your words. ‘How
have we wearied him?’ you ask. By saying, ‘All who do evil are good
in the eyes of the LorD, and he is pleased with them’ or ‘Where is the
God of justice?’ ... You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did
we gain by carrying out his requirements and going about like
mourners before the Lorp Almighty? But now we call the arrogant
blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who chal-
lenge God escape’” (Mal. 2:17; 3:14-15).

Listening to tens of thousands of pastors over the years and
reflecting over my own years as a pastor, I know many struggle at
times with these same questions: Where is the God of justice? What
good does it do to put our lives on the line and believe his Word?
Why does he not show up? Why does he not fulfill his promises the
way he said he would?

This tentativeness toward God is a major reason why pastor
tenure in American local churches is in decline, reflecting high lev-
els of frustration and stress.5 A recent survey found that 40 percent
of ministers have seriously entertained thoughts of quitting the min-
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istry. And it’s not just pastors either—mission leaders point out that
to counter defection from the missionary cause, one of the greatest
needs of the whole enterprise is to protect missionaries’ spirits from
despair, discouragement, and doubt.®

Such fears and doubts plague anyone who desires to be a Mes-
senger of Hope. Plain and simple, it’s costly to be a Messenger of
Hope, especially if you intend to take others as prisoners of hope.
That takes raw courage. As Lewis Smedes observes, “I have come to
believe that the only workable response to unfair pain is hope. Hope
for what? Hope for the time when pointless and unfair suffering no
longer happens . . . hope becomes a kind of courage—courage to
trust God with our hopes.”” Has God given you a reason to hope for
revival? Can you find the courage, in the face of all your own pain
and disappointments, to trust God with your hopes, no matter what?
What is your CQ—your confidence quotient? Or better still—your
courage quotient?

Think of Ezekiel standing before a valley of dry, bleached, dis-
connected, lifeless, helpless, hopeless bones. What did God say to
Ezekiel? Essentially he said, “Speak with confidence a message that
flies right in the face of what you see: Tell them, ‘You will live again’”
(see Ezek. 37:1-14). He did not say (as we often do in similar situa-
tions): “Tell them here’s a list of ten practical steps you can take to
help youlive again.” Nor did he say, “Scold them and ask them: ‘How
come you're not living the way you should?’” Instead, Ezekiel’s one
responsibility was to speak to the bones the hope of revival, to
declare resurrection in the midst of a valley of death. And to speak
itwith confidence—as if it were as good as done. When youlook into
the eyes of those to whom God has sent you as his messenger, do
you see helplessness, lifelessness, dryness? If so, God wants to give
you the confidence and the courage to speak up for the hope of
revival anyway. And then to watch what happens!

In 1996, the Promise Keepers organization gathered together the
largest clergy conference in history to look at the call of God for spir-
itual leaders to labor in unity for revival in our nation. The theme of
the conference was “Fan the Flame,” taken from 2 Timothy 1:6: “Fan
into flame the gift of God, which is in you.” Paul continues in verse
7, “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power,
of love and of self-discipline.” Be done with timidity, Paul says.
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Embrace the confidence to which every Messenger of Hope is called.
God expects you yourself to put fire in your ministry.

In 1830, speaking to a graduating class of seminarians, Dr.
Ebenezer Porter, founder of Andover Seminary, gave a series of lec-
tures on revival based on firsthand observations throughout much
of the Second Great Awakening in the late 1700s to early 1800s. He
concluded his teachings with this appeal:

In modes of preaching and conducting revivals, I would by all means
advise you to avoid that hesitating and paralyzing apprehension
which leads a minister to be so much afraid of being wrong as to do
nothing. Under God, the ministers of the nineteenth century [and the
twenty-first century as well!] have a mighty work to accomplish. Our
own vast country is to be brought under the influence of the gospel.
The wide world is to be evangelized. The day of slumber is past. The
sacramental hosts of God’s elect are marshaled in arms and wait for
ministers to lead them on to victory. Gird on your armor, then, sol-
diers of the Cross!. . . Stubborn hearts, in numbers unexampled, will
bow before the all-subduing influences of his Spirit.?

That’s the call Paul set before Timothy as well: Don’t hesitate! Don't
be paralyzed by apprehension. Don’t be so afraid you might be found
wrong that you do absolutely nothing. The time has come for bat-
tle. Our weapon, the message of hope. If we speak it, the Spirit of
God will bring about “the all-subduing influences” of genuine awak-
ening to Christ.

When God Inflamed My Confidence

Let me tell you how God delivered me. About fifteen years ago, I
had entered into a dark night of the soul, a time of real crisis in min-
istry. It had little to do with outward circumstances. God was sim-
ply stripping me bare on the inside, showing me who I really was;
he brought me to the conclusion that I was totally unqualified to
remain in ministry. However, a turnaround finally came for me. I
can still remember the exact hour as I sat in the living room of our
home. It was almost midnight. I knew this because the grandfather
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clock in the corner continued to chime out the quarter hours as the
evening progressed. I'd reached the point—have you been there?—
where I had prayed every prayer I knew to pray, shed every tear, and
was now a heap of utter brokenness. Silence.

In that moment, when I truly had no hope left for myself or my
ministry, God reminded me of 2 Corinthians 1:8-11. Cautiously I
turned to it. There I discovered Paul describing the same despairing
condition I felt—but about himself! This great apostle experienced
such pressure that he was convinced he could not endure it any
longer, that hewas about to die. His whole being, he wrote, was under
a sentence of death. Yet he went on to say that the chief reason God
took him into a hole of helplessness was to produce in him a whole
new confidence toward God. In fact, he said he needed this conflict
in order to learn—and how amazing that Paul still had to learn this!'—
not to rely on himself or to hope in himself, but to put his hope in
God who is able to (and must) raise the dead. As a result, God deliv-
ered Paul into fresh enthusiasm for ministry, coupled with bold con-
fidence in God’s resurrection power. He preached Christ with new
understanding wherever he went. He was more a messenger of hope
than ever before.

I'looked up from the page. Midnight was at hand. Then it was
as if God summarized Paul’s breakthrough into one sentence that
has stayed with me ever since. It is the compass of my service to
Christ: “You are right, David, you have no ministry, and you will
never have a ministry, unless I raise it from the dead day, by day,
by day.”

As the years have passed, I've learned that having hope in a God
who daily rescues my own ministry from defeat gives me abound-
inghope in whathe can do to raise his church out of the grave, daily,
by a fresh outpouring of grace. That’s one reason I spread the hope
of revival with great confidence. I've had firsthand experience of
what I proclaim!

Six Constraints on Confidence

As we attempt to build our confidence in God’s ability to act,
let’s look at the major culprits that rob us of confidence about
our message of hope—barriers faced by both clergy and laypeo-
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ple. In a sense, this list is autobiographical, since I speak from
the experience of my own “waterless pits.”

1. Ignorance of the Ways of God

Many of us live in a theological vacuum. We are often ignorant of
the ways and promises of God relating to revival, or we may under-
estimate the level of spiritual jeopardy faced by the church that
makes revival our only hope. Again, we may ignore the magnitude
of the cosmic battle around us that requires reinforcements from
God. Many of us have meager facts on what God has done in the
past in revival, let alone what he is doing right now. We hear few
reports on the preliminary signs and first stages of a coming awak-
ening, although they are already unfolding in the many parts of the
church worldwide. Inside boxes of pea-sized Christianity, hope may
be no bigger than what relates to our personal struggles, our church
traditions, or the limited concerns of our own community of like-
minded Christians. Essentially, hope suffocates.

2. Sorrows of Our Own Souls

Why do Christians lose hope? Many sorrows seem to snatch it
away: A marriage that has gone sour. Church traditions and pro-
grams that squeeze out our dreams. The loss of a job, kids that have
left the faith, catastrophic illness. The pain of betrayal. Or, maybe
it's our brokenheartedness over the unrelenting spiritual demise of
our nation. Whatever circumstances we face, Messengers of Hope
must be honest about the sorrows in our souls and how these sor-
rows impact our confidence about a larger work of God in revival.

The greatest sorrows, of course, are our own sins, which grieve
the Holy Spirit (who is the source of all hope and confidence), and
cause us to grieve as well. We feel defeated, overwhelmed by our
own rebellion and ungodly ways. The most important first step
toward regaining confidence, therefore, may be for you to come
before the Lord in brokenness and repentance for the sin in your life
and to quit grieving God any longer. Paul tells us that godly sorrow
brings about repentance and produces in us earnestness, longing,
and readiness to get on with the work of God (2 Cor. 7:10-11). The
right kind of sorrow delivers us from despair and establishes us in
ambitious hope.
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3. Disappointments over Past Ministries

It's hard to believe in a future revival if our past is plagued with
evidences of what appear to be times when God failed to come
through in ways he promised. We may experience this on a macro
level as we watch secularism’s steady eroding of our society in spite
of all the church attempts to do for Christ. Or maybe it's the prospects
of missionary implosion, as 95 percent of the world’s population
increase over the next fifty years will be in the poorest, least evan-
gelized regions of the world. Faced with such scenarios, we ask the
questions: Where has God been in the midst of all of this? How could
he allow this to happen?

Closer to home, periodic failures also mock our service to Christ.
Writing about the ten most powerful trends facing the church, Leith
Anderson sees many pastors under such pressure to produce, to
meet unreasonable expectations from their congregations, and to
satisfy multiple agendas that “involuntary clergy terminations are
atrecord high levels already and may increase.”® In point of fact, 22.8
percent of pastors have been forced out of their pastorates at least
once—a third of these more than once.

The disappointments that you, as a Messenger of Hope, wrestle with
may not be as blatant as this. But most of us have a fairly vivid list of
experiences that, from all outward appearances, makes it seem as if
God simply failed to produce for us at the level we anticipated; we may
even have proclaimed our disappointment to others. Eventually, dis-
appointments lead to frustrations. Frustrations can often lead to an
unholy desperation that, allowed to continue, may foster a hardness
of heart toward God. Unfortunately, most of us have no way to debrief
our unraveling of confidence with anyone else. To even speak of such
things might make us appear to be questioning the character of God.
So we bury our disappointments deep inside us. Eventually, we have
little or no ambition left to share a compelling vision of future revival
that awakens fellow Christians with great expectations.

4. Weariness in the Midst of Current Ministries

In the midst of our frenetic schedules, filled date books, and
overwhelmingly busy lives, we may find ourselves on the brink of
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physical and spiritual exhaustion. Dedicated Christians are often
forced to be “chaplains to the rat race,”!? running rescue opera-
tions, helping believers to focus simply on survival—not revival.
Many may attempt important work for Christ. But we end up with
compassion fatigue, a numbness to any hope of further transfor-
mation for our families or our churches or our communities. Con-
cluding that we can make little difference with our own energies,
abilities, and ingenuity, we are ready to give up in the face of over-
whelming odds. We're certainly not ready to preach to others about
a God who wants to do more for us. Who needs more of anything
right now? We long for less!

In arecent survey of pastors conducted by the Evangelistic Asso-
ciation of New England, two-thirds of respondents said that their
congregations were not thinking about the future, that their
churches no longer had much impact on society, and that trying to
lead hesitant churches to change while remaining faithful to Scrip-
tures was “sapping pastors’ spiritual vitality.”!!

Vitality is also sapped by divisiveness stemming from local
church issues such as the quality of pastoral care, the method-
ologies of youth ministries, acceptable worship styles, the employ-
ment of spiritual gifts, and the prioritizing of outreach opportu-
nities and funds spent on them. Leadership magazine concluded
that such conflicting visions of the church’s ministry may be the
greatest source of exhaustion and termination for any in spiritual
leadership, whether formal or informal.'? The fact is, the very
structures in which we seek to be Messengers of Hope can rob us
of confidence because they are so entrenched and inflexible, so
filled with unrelenting gridlock, that weariness becomes a way
of life.

Weariness, ultimately, is a sign that we are in pre-revival times.
In pre-revival times, Christians frequently look to human leader-
ship to be God because they know so little of him themselves and
sense so little of his manifest presence. In the end, it is this “spirit
of idolatry,” which can only be broken by a fresh outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, that has pulled many leaders into spiritual exhaus-
tion. At times the difficulty may be of our own making because we
have given in to the “idolatrous” expectations of those we serve.
We find ourselves trying to please people who have little hope that
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God can meet their needs and little vision of how he can do it.
Their false expectations turn into our obligations—co-opting us
for their own agendas, programs, causes, struggles, and heart-
aches.

In turn, those who should lead are overtaken with a “siege men-
tality.” They feel victimized by the high expectations laid on them
in the face of seemingly intractable problems and depleted re-
sources. When messengers of hope are worn out, there is little con-
fidence or energy to herald a coming revival.

5. Fears about Future Ministries

First is the fear: God won’t!If we share a hopeful vision of a great
work of God, we fear that he might not come through, and we will
be left holding the bag—embarrassed, ashamed, discredited. Once
that fear dominates, we will not have confidence to remain a Mes-
senger of Hope.

Next comes the fear: God will! What if our message is fulfilled
and revival comes? We may be uneasy about the supernatural man-
ifestations—fearful of the unfamiliar, of fanaticism, of disorder, of
emotionalism. We cringe at the possibility of divine intervention
because of the potential sacrifices it may require of us or the
increased work it may demand. We may fear loss of clout or per-
sonal amenities that currently go with our status as a spiritual
leader. We have a vested interest in our ministry reputation, in
denominational distinctives, in the rights and privileges of our spe-
cific calling. The prospect of losing all this in a spiritual revolution
may keep us from the confidence, the desire, and the willingness
to proclaim such a message of hope. Our true fear, however, may
really be of greater intimacy with God, of being saturated with God’s
presence, and of having our own sins and failures exposed in the
light of revival grace.

Finally, there is the fear: I can’t! We believe we are not spiritual
enough to lead people into the greater work of revival. We are anx-
ious that our hearers will go on ahead without us, that in an awak-
ening we will be left behind.

If any of these fears have taken the upper hand, we will lack the
confidence needed to be a real Messenger of Hope.
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6. Isolation from Other Messengers of Hope

Cocooning has become a way of life in our culture, more so now
with chat rooms on the Internet. We're more self-contained, unat-
tached, and uncommitted to others around us. This isolation is a
constant danger for those of us insulated inside the evangelical sub-
culture, on retreat in our “religious ghettos.” Hope will never be at
home there.

This is doubly debilitating for Messengers of Hope. Many have
few others with whom to share their dreams or their pain. They lack
a sense of solidarity with other agents of revival within their
churches. Unable to locate a friendly forum in which to confess, dis-
cuss, or debrief their struggles, there’s little healing for the things
that undermine confidence. With whom do they confront the five
barriers listed above, and so bring themselves into subjection to
Christ (2 Cor. 10:4-6)?

Do you have colleagues nearby ready to refill your wellsprings
of hope? Like the messenger of hope who wrote Psalm 102 (one of
the great passages on revival), we often feel, “I am like a desert owl,
like an owl among the ruins. I lie awake; I have become like a bird
alone on aroof” (Ps. 102:6-7). God never intended us to survive on
our own. Probably the single most important step we can take to
overcome other barriers to confidence and to arise as ardent agents
of awakening, is to begin to link up with two or three other mes-
sengers to whom God has given the same passion.

Hope often comes to us through another person wholly devoted
to Christ, whose heart is filled with the promise of revival. The more
we connect with one another, the more we can build an abound-
ing hope within each other. That’s why the movement toward
denominational and racial reconciliation within the church in
America is such an encouraging sign. Out of reconciliation, many
Messengers of Hope will find each other for the first time—just as
I have begun to find radical hope from new friendships with
African-American agents of revival.

Seven Confidence Builders

So how does one respond to a crisis of confidence? How can you
be transformed into a bold and fearless Messenger of Hope? Recently
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aleading pastor in our nation wrote me a letter expressing his con-
cern about the level of confidence with which I speak on the com-
ing revival. He said in part, “The question I have is whether you
believe you have a genuine prophecy from the Lord that such a
revival is coming, or whether this is simply a high hope, or whether
itis alogical deduction from the evidence?” Good question. To him
I responded:

Let me reassure you that I do not have nor claim to have a specific
prophecy, or an angelic word outside of Scripture regarding a com-
ing revival. Yes, I do have a great deal of confidence (along with thou-
sands of other Christian leaders around the world) that a great revival
isin the offing. That confidence is shaped by Scripture, and in the full
spiritand teachings of Scripture on revival. I believe itis a confidence
not different from that held by the “patron saint” of the First Great
Awakening, Jonathan Edwards.

No, I've had no visions in the night. I can't claim to possess
“absolute proof.” ButI can’timagine being more convinced if God did
appear to me in some desert retreat. If you could walk with me through
the years I've spent studying Scripture and church history on the
topic—and if you could only retrace my travels the past twenty years
into all parts of an awakening church worldwide—I'm sure you would
be as convinced as I am!

In my book The Hope at Hand, | have seven chapters in the center
that spell out in detail “Seven Confidence Builders” I believe are
irrefutable. When taken together, they give us every reason to pray
and to prepare for revival with the confidence that God will not let us
be disappointed.'?

Let me conclude this chapter by summarizing for you here the
“Seven Confidence Builders” thatI mentioned to my friend. They're
like alawyer’s brief, establishing for us and our hearers areasonable
verdict about the hope we proclaim. Peter tells us we should always
be ready to do this for any who ask us (1 Peter 3:15).

1. The Decisive Person

God intends for his Son to be at the center of everything—at the
end of history and at every step along the way. In revival, God dra-
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matically intervenes to restore Christ’s rightful role as Redeemer
King among his people and to more fully advance his kingdom, right
now, among the nations. Therefore, we can pray and prepare for a
coming revival with confidence.

2. The Divine Pattern

God is faithful and consistent in all his ways. He has been pleased
to grant times of significant revival throughout generations of his
people, both in Scripture and in church history. What he has done
before, he is able, willing, and ready to do right now for our gener-
ation. Therefore, we can pray and prepare for it with confidence.

3. The Dark Prospects

God loves the world and longs to see his Son exalted among all
earth’s peoples. But he knows the world is currently facing extraor-
dinary crises and challenges beyond its own resources. Revival in
the church, equal to the desperate needs of our time, is the only hope
he currently holds out for the world he loves. Therefore, we can pray
and prepare for it with confidence.

4. The Disturbing Paralysis

God also sees that the desperate condition of the world is largely
due to the church’s struggle with its own spiritual powerlessness,
brokenness, dullness, and sin. But he intends to bring glory to him-
self through the church. The only hope for this is for God to heal us
corporately of our paralysis and our sin. That healing is called revival.
We can pray and prepare for it with confidence.

5. The Dramatic Preparations

The attempts of the contemporary church to fulfill the Great Com-
mission form nothingless than a prelude to revival. God is obviously
setting the stage worldwide for a whole new advance of Christ’s king-
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dom. If this is his work of preparation, he will not fail to bring it about.
We can seek revival with confidence that it is coming.

6. The Distinctive Praying

God s stirring up his people to pray specifically, increasingly, and
persistently for world revival. He will not let us pray in vain. These
are his prayers, and he has promised to hear and answer us fully. We
can prepare for the answers with confidence.

7. The Determined People

God is galvanizing a host of people worldwide—prisoners of
hope—who are convinced that revival is the only hope for the church
and for the nations. They are willing to pay any price to prepare the
way for God to do it. They form a chief sign of the nearness of an
impending spiritual awakening to Christ. In fact, they are the first
phase of it. Surely, revival is on top of us. Of this we can be confident.

Connecting with Other Messengers of Hope

Each one of these confidence builders, taken by themselves, is
sufficient to recharge us with enough confidence to deliver our mes-
sage day after day. All of them taken together should give us enough
confidence to stand our ground as God’s messengers until full revival
comes. When we meet together with other Messengers of Hope, this
can form a major part of our agenda, both for discussion and prayer.
Isuggest that you ask God to give you one or two others to meet with
regularly in order to do the following together:

Share the message of hope that is already growing in your heart
in anticipation that the more you share, the more it will grow.

Talk about what you see God doing even now (as well as what he
has done in the past) to bring forth revival.

Work through the barriers that rob each of you of confidence; talk
honestly about your struggles.
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Report on one another’s ministry of hope, describing specifically
the challenges you face in the coming week or month.

Focus on building confidence in each other as you reflect over
one or more of the seven confidence builders.

Study Scripture passages on the hope of revival and brainstorm
together on how you might share that passage with your fam-
ilies, friends, or congregation.

Pray that God will set you free of barriers, fill you with fresh hope,
expand your vision, quicken his Word, and empower you as an
agent of revival. Also spend time praying for a spiritual awak-
ening of your families, churches, community, nation, and
beyond.

Re-commission one another to go forth as messengers of hope
and agents of revival until you meet again.

Your Choice

In the final analysis, however, overcoming these barriers is also a
choice. True, hope is a gift from God. But hopefulness is a choice.
Your choice. Whether we face sorrows, disappointments, fatigue, or
fears, God calls us to choose confidence in him, to choose to hope
in him, to choose to fulfill our role as his messengers with boldness
and courage.

This was true of Abraham, of whom the Scriptures say, “Against
all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of
many nations. . . . Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact
that his body was as good as dead. . . . Yet he did not waiver through
unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his
faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had
power to do what he had promised” (Rom. 4:18-21).

It was the choice Micah made within a spiritually bankrupt gen-
eration: “But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lorp, I wait for God
my Savior; my God will hear me. . .. Though I have fallen, I will rise.
... I'will bear the Lorp’s wrath, until he pleads my case and estab-
lishes my right. He will bring me out into the light; I will see his righ-
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teousness. . . . The day for building your walls will come, the day for
extending your boundaries” (Micah 7:7-11).

Delivering messages called “lamentations,” filled with sorrow over
God’s ensuing judgments upon Jerusalem, Jeremiah chose the way
ofhope as he proclaimed, “So I say, ‘My splendor is gone and all that
Thad hoped from the L.orp.’ . . . Yet this I call to mind and therefore I
have hope: Because of the LorD’s great love we are not consumed, for
his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; greatis your
faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lorp is my portion; therefore [ will
wait for him.’ The Lorp is good to those whose hope is in him” (Lam.
3:18, 21-25). Ultimately Jeremiah persisted as a messenger full of con-
fidence in God because he chose to hope even when his soul felt there
was no hope.

Will you also choose to factor in supernatural intervention for
those to whom you minister? Only then can you speak and dream
as you should. Only then can you break through the barriers of unbe-
lief and become strong as a Messenger of Hope.

As Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 1:18-22, the promises of God
are yesto us in Christ and guaranteed by the Spirit who seals us. Now
we need to speak forth the Amen! We must say to God, “I choose to
believe you. Let it be done according to your Word. My confidence
is in all that you offer in Christ. You are totally dependable. Hope is
notin vain. In Christ there is so much more to come for all of us. And
I will call others to join with me in the same vision.” Then we her-
ald that vision to others.

Our commission as Messengers of Hope is also very much what
Joshua gave to the Israelites as they prepared to cross over the Jor-
dan and take possession of the Promised Land: “Consecrate your-
selves, for tomorrow the Lorp will do amazing things among you”
(Josh. 3:5). It is coming, he predicts. Not a long time from now.
Tomorrow. What God does for those waiting for him will be utterly
amazing. This hope is at hand. Get ready.

The Glad Commission

In a sense, the commission given Isaiah in the fortieth chapter is
God’s commission to every Messenger of Hope. As opposed to the
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Great Commission, [ often like to call it the “Glad Commission.” Hav-
ing called us to prepare a way in the wilderness for revealing God’s
glory before all flesh, having summoned messengers to bring this
good news to all of Israel, God then calls them to speak with fearless
confidence: “Lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be
afraid; say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God!"” (Isa. 40:9). That’s
the commission. That’s the choice before all agents of revival—to
speak the vision without fear, to lift up our voices, to even do it with
a bold shout. Then we watch God fulfill his promise as he manifests
his presence in power among us.

At the age of seventy-seven, he had pastored forty-two years at
the fourteen-thousand-member Concord Baptist Church of Christ
in Brooklyn’s rugged Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood. Gardner C.
Taylor, an African-American minister called the “prince of preach-
ers,” shared in an interview how he was able to sustain his coura-
geous role as a messenger of hope for so long in such a challenging
city. Bottom line: He chose to hope, and God took it from there. Says
he, “Every time I have felt at the end of my tether, the old promise
has come true. There has been restoration; there has been renewal;
there has been revival. . . . Sometimes I feel discouraged and think
my work’s in vain, but then, just at the end of my tether; but then,
when all of my strength seems spent and gone; then, when I come
almost to the borders of despair; then, when I feel frustrated and
confused; then. .. the Holy Spirit comes and revives my soul again.” !4

Are you fully expecting God to do the same for you as you spread
the message of hope? A thousand other agents of revival join Dr. Tay-
lor to testify that God will not fail to empower you, even when your
own confidence level is burning low. Whoever you are, in God’s
hands, you can become an agent of revival. It’s his call. It’s your
choice. It’s his power.

With such confidence in hand, we now turn in the second half of
this book to explore practical considerations on how to deliver the
message of hope.
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