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Messengens OF HopE, AGENTS OF REVIVAL

Speaking at commencement services for West Virginia University,
public television’s Mister Rogers left graduates with the words of
French philosopher Teilhard de Chardin: “The world tomorrow will
belong to those who brought it the greatest hope.” That’s also the
driving conviction of every Messenger of Hope. That'’s our calling.
Now is the time to flood our nation with those who can point us to
our greatest hope for tomorrow, the hope of a spiritual awakening
to Christ.

The task is not as impossible as it may seem. Africa, for example,
has the highest birth rate in the world, with two thousand different
culture groups. Many of these groups are locked in tribal wars, with
a poverty level that leaves most of its citizens surviving on less than
five hundred dollars a year. And yet the church has not retreated!
Claiming Africa as the “Continent of the Twenty-First Century,”
African believers have risen throughout their nations to provide a
“wake-up call.” Says Tokumboh Adeyemo, general secretary of the
Association of Evangelicals: “You have churches vigorously pro-
claiming a theology of hope across the continent, rather than a theol-
ogy of pessimism.”?

Not only in Africa, but within our own nation, the formula of
Psalm 68:11 remains. When the Lord activates his word of promised
revival, expect the company of those who proclaim it to be great.
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Actually, all of God’s children were born again to be messengers to
somebody, somewhere (Acts 1:8). Here’s the question before us in
this chapter: Precisely what kind of messenger will I be? Will I be a
Messenger of Hope?

Who Are the Messengers?

The Holy Spirit is always the “Agent of Revival.” No human can
create revival. But biblically and historically, God has worked
through multitudes of godly men and women to get the church ready
for revival by calling Christians into prayer for revival and into holi-
ness of life. Consistently they have been agents used of God to pro-
claim and promote throughout the church a dynamic vision of
Christ-centered renewal. They have been leaders in revival-—many
who might be considered the least likely candidates—because they
have had a message of hope and delivered it.

Those calling for renewal of the church agree that the same is true
today: Spiritual leadership, whether pastoral or lay, must be vision-
ary. Our leaders must be full of hope, operating with “conviction,
determination, purpose, and a plan.” They must lead decisively so
the vision they present “completely, clearly, and convincingly
enables people to see God’s dreams for the church, and to believe
in that vision so thoroughly, that the vision becomes their own.”?

Agents of revival are always infectious because they are visionary.
I think of the Los Angeles International Church, housed in the for-
mer Queen of Angels Hospital in the inner city. Under the future-
oriented leadership of their twenty-something pastor, they've raised
up 120 different ministries. Overflowing with hope in God, they even
term their church “City of Hope,” as they embrace the homeless,
unwed mothers, gang members, drug addicts, alcoholics, immi-
grants, homosexuals, and a whole host of other needy people. Com-
bined ministries reach more than twenty thousand people a week.
In everything they do, hundreds are messengers of hope—agents of
the very revival for which they pray. Their witness should encour-
age us all.
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Or, consider a messenger of hope from Nigeria. A graduate stu-
dent at the University of Colorado in the early 1990s, this young man
began to invite pastors in Boulder to step out of their frustration,
anger, and division, and step in to prayer meetings for revival. Those
prayer gatherings not only turned the churches around, but the city
as well. The pastors also formed a ministry to the city called “City
Vision” that increased the number of messengers of hope. Some,
taking up the vision of their Nigerian catalyst, have begun to pro-
claim the hope of revival in other cities across America.

Anyone can be a Messenger of Hope. I think of my friend Tim.
Serving twenty years in a federal penitentiary, he holds an unshak-
able conviction that God wants to occupy his prison with revival. He
has inspired hundreds of inmates to be on fire for Christ with this
hope, gathering them in prayer meetings to pray for revival, and in
Bible study and discipleship groups to prepare for revival. They've
enjoyed initial installments of revival as well, as scores around them
have come to Christ. At one point, prison officials decided to house
many of the Christians in one wing of the prison so they could live
out the message of hope together day by day! It all began with one
messenger of hope who could say with Paul that he may be “chained
like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained” (2 Tim. 2:9).

Ifit can happen for Tim, it can happen for any of us. Fathers and
mothers can be messengers of hope to their children. Bible study
leaders can present the message of hope to their small groups, teach-
ers to their Sunday school classes, elders and deacons to their con-
gregations, youth workers to their Bible clubs, ministry leaders to
the organizations they guide.

Biblical Messengers

The Bible itself is full of messengers of hope. Sometimes their
message was one of “foretelling,” as they spoke God’s vision about
what was coming, proclaiming God’s promised future in order to
transform the status quo. At other times they were passionately
“forth-telling,” speaking the words of God about the present, but
doing it in a way that challenged people to be ready to enter into
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greater works just ahead. But in either case, hope was the bottom-
line gift they brought.

Samuel

God shared his heart consistently as Samuel grew up, so that
his message would never “fall to the ground,” but finally come
with power to all of Israel (1 Sam. 3:19-4:1). Remember the day
Samuel spoke a message of hope to the Israelites after twenty years
of living in defeat under their enemies: “Commit yourselves to the
Lorp and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand
of the Philistines” (1 Sam. 7:3). They hoped. God thundered. The
enemies were routed. The tribes were delivered into forty years of
peace.

Azariah

Azariah appeared suddenly at the opening of 2 Chronicles 15, an
agent of revival for King Asa. His word? “The Lorp is with you when
you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you . .. do not
give up, for your work will be rewarded” (2 Chron. 15:2, 7). In turn,
Asabecame a messenger of hope as he drew the nation into a whole-
hearted commitment to seek the Lord together. Azariah and Asa
hoped in God, and massive revival came upon them.

Jahaziel

Sent to Jehoshaphat and a nation faced with certain defeat
before Moab and Ammon, Jahaziel admonished, “Do not be afraid
or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours
but God’s. . . . You will not have to fight this battle. . . . stand firm
and see the deliverance the Lorp will give you” (2 Chron. 20:15,
17). The king and his people embraced this vision, singing their
hope-filled praises to God. The fear of God (his manifested pres-
ence) came upon all the kingdoms around them. In confusion, the
Ammonites and Moabites annihilated each other. Another awak-
ening unfolded.
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Hezekiah

Hezekiah portrayed a true messenger of hope as he summoned
adivided nation into revival. His visionary leadership revitalized the
priests’ devotion to their calling, ignited spiritual ambition in the
administrative leaders of the city, and finally mobilized all the citi-
zens into God'’s presence. “The hand of God was on the people to
give them unity of mind” (2 Chron. 30:12), and substantive renewal
ensued.

Nehemiah

After years of captivity, a political executive by the name of
Nehemiah disseminated hope to a defeated remnant inside the shat-
tered walls of Jerusalem. Returning from Persia in 444 B.C. to become
governor of the few who resettled after years of exiled bondage,
Nehemiah encouraged the people to lay hold of a fresh vision for
their city and to labor with confidence that their enemies could be
overthrown. He promised God’s testimony could be established once
again through Jerusalem before the nations. The people woke up to
God and went to work.

Amos

Yes, the Bible vibrates with messengers of hope! People like Amos,
asimple farmer, who could say of his own ministry experience, “Surely
the Sovereign LorD does nothing without revealing his plan to his ser-
vants the prophets. The lion has roared—who will not fear? The Sov-
ereign LORD has spoken—who can but prophesy?” (Amos 3:7-8).

Micah

Micah came from the countryside to proclaim wonderful visions
of revival during the reigns of King Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. He
spoke wordslike, “But as for me, [ am filled with power, with the Spirit
of the Lorp, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his trans-
gression and to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8). These words were followed
by prophecies of the temple being raised up before the nations, with
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God’s law going forth into all the earth as his people regathered to
prosper under his glorious dominion forever (see all of Micah 4).

Deborah

Challenged by a national leadership vacuum, Deborah organized
an army of willing volunteers by heralding a God who would enable
these hope-filled followers to shine “like the sun when it rises in its
strength” (Judg. 5:31).

Joel

To a nation overwhelmed by devastating plagues of locust, Joel
became an agent of revival. He declared their despair to be a sign of
God’s judgment on their sin. Then he called them to a “threshold of
hope”—to the temple—to seek the face of God together. Joel’s
promise? God would spare his people and reestablish his witness
through them before the nations.

After the first chapter, Joel's primary message is not one of doom
and judgment. Nor is it ultimately a call to repentance and brokenness
(as essential as that is). Instead, the second half of his book paints a
joyous vision. Lookat the prospects: The Lord will answer their prayers;
he will satisfy them fully. Their land will once again overflow with God’s
blessings; he will repay them the years that the locusts have eaten.
Afterward God will pour out his Spirit on all people, gather all the
nations into judgment, and open up a fountain of blessing that causes
Judah to be inhabited with the visible presence of the Lord forever.

You know what’s amazing about this account in Joel? One of God’s
promised results of revival was that everyone—even servants—
would become prophets like Joel, messengers of hope (Joel 2:28-29).
Even a few strong messengers of hope are a sign of early awakening.
Messengers don't just precede revival; their existence is evidence
that revival has begun!

Habakkuk

According to Habakkuk, as the revelation of God’s greater work—
to cover the earth with his glory as the waters cover the sea—
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becomes “plain,” heralds (messengers of hope) will run with it (Hab.
2:2). They will do so confident that the vision will not linger, but that
“it will certainly come and will not delay” (Hab. 2:3). Even Habakkuk
himselfbecame such a messenger: “Lorp, I have heard of your fame;
I stand in awe of your deeds, O LorD. Renew them in our day.. .. he
enables me to go on the heights” (Hab. 3:2, 19). Interestingly,
Habakkuk’s book was written to be sung in the temple, and thus to
be his ongoing message of hope to all who came to worship (see
Hab. 3:19).

Ezekiel

When Ezekiel faced the proverbial valley of dry bones, God told
him revival would come for the nation—though it felt lifeless, dry,
useless, and hopeless—if Ezekiel would speak to the bones just one
bold message: “I will make breath enter you, and you will come to
life. . . . They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we
are cut off.’. . .Iam going to open your graves and bring you up from
them. .. . I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will set-
tle you in your own land” (Ezek. 37:5, 11-14). You know the rest of
the story. The Spirit came. The bones drew together. Up rose a mighty
army. Revival!

Zechariah

A short time ago a Christian talk show host asked me: “Of all the
Bible characters, which one would you most like to be?” For a
moment I was caught speechless. Finally, one character loomed
before me. I responded, “I would most like to be the prophet
Zechariah.” The interviewer returned, “For heaven’s sake, why?” I'm
sure it was not the answer he expected. But my reasoning was quite
simple: “His primary role was to bring hope to a very defeated rem-
nant, and to stir them up to rebuild the temple, the place of prayer.
He did it by giving them a series of nine major visions, each one
sketching what a national revival would look like, each one backed
by solid promises from God. What Zechariah did for believers in the
sixth century B.c.,  would like to do for my own generation. I want
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to be known as a Christian who bears words of hope—the hope of
revival—to awaken churches to Christ who are currently living in
fear, defeat, futility, exhaustion.”

Isaiah

Of course, when listing messengers of hope, the preeminent Old
Testament example is Isaiah. Some of the most glowing descriptions
of revival anywhere emerge from the heart of this major prophet.
Out of an encounter with God’s exaltedness and Isaiah’s own sin,
God asked if Isaiah would be willing to be an agent of revival. To this
Isaiah responded, “Here am I, send me!” (Isa. 6:8). Although his ini-
tial mission appeared to be one of judgment (Isa. 6:9-12), Isaiah’s
ultimate audience was the “holy seed,” the remnant starting point
for wholesale revival (v. 13).

The promise to him (and to all messengers of hope) was that God
would vindicate the words of his servants and “fulfill the predictions
of his messengers” (Isa. 44:26). Isaiah was to prepare God’s people
for extensive spiritual awakening (see chapter 40). As a result, Zion
would rise up, clothe itself, shake off its dust, and sit enthroned in
the midst of God’s glory (52:1-2). Invigorated with this kind of min-
istry, Isaiah concludes: “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet
of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for
joy. When the LorD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own
eyes” (Isa. 52:7-8). Obviously, he expected messengers like himself
to multiply.

Jesus: The Messenger of Hope

With such a parade of heralds, it's no surprise the Old Testament
closes with Malachi’s promise: “See, I will send my messenger, who
will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are
seeking will come to his temple” (Mal. 3:1). This prophet reassures
us that when God manifests his glory, he himself will be the mes-
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senger who refines his people and enfolds them with healing in his
wings (see 3:1-4; 4:2). Of course, Isaiah sounded this promise as well
when he spoke of the servant of the Lord, portrayed multiple times
as a messenger of hope (see Isa. 11:1-5; 61:1-4).

Then it happened. The Son of God appeared on the scene as a
sower of seed, proclaiming the word of the kingdom—a message of
hope—everywhere he went (Mark 4:14). The Word had taken flesh!
The message was a person (John 1:14). The supreme agent of revival
was now among us. How curious that messengers of hope even sur-
rounded his birth—angels delivering good news right and left,
Joseph to Mary, Mary to Elizabeth and Elizabeth back, Zechariah to
worshipers, shepherds to sleepy Bethlehem, Simeon to Jesus’ par-
ents, Anna to those awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem, even East-
ern dignitaries to hard-hearted Herod. Surely all this activity was a
sign of things to come.

To inaugurate his mission, Jesus reached back to Isaiah 61:1: “The
Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LorD has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor.” He embodied every messen-
ger that preceded him (see Luke 4:18-21). Claimed by Matthew to
be the preacher of Isaiah 42 (compare Matt. 12:15-21 with Isa.
42:1-4), Jesus came offering a hope big enough for all nations. Mark
actually summarizes Jesus’ tidings into three major themes of hope:
“The time of great awakening, proclaimed in God’s Word, has come.
God’s sovereign initiative to do this is about to break in upon you.
Therefore wrap your whole life around this good news and follow
me” (1:14, author’s paraphrase).

Other Messengers Follow

Later, as he prepared to leave his mission in the hands of his dis-
ciples, Jesus spent his last forty days walking with them in new cre-
ation splendor, his own resurrection opening their minds to under-
stand the broad horizons of Scripture. They must grasp how the hope
fulfilled in him was to now be unleashed into all the earth (compare
Luke 24:45-48 with Acts 1:1-8). Before long, his message was flood-
ing the nation of Israel and beyond. The Spirit of promise came. Mes-
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sengers of hope went out. Following the day of Pentecost, they were
irrepressible. Within just one generation, they helped foster a sym-
phony of spiritual awakenings to Christ throughout the entire
Roman Empire!

Preeminent among these messengers was the apostle Paul him-
self. On two occasions Paul claimed one of his primary gifts was to
be a “herald” (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11). In Paul’s day a herald, sent by
a government official, would run into the center square of a town,
proclaim vital news meant for the whole community, and then move
on to the next neighborhood. In the same way, Paul was bringing to
everyone’s attention the destiny offered them in the finished work
of Christ (2 Tim. 1:10-11), while also helping believers understand
the full implications of his message. He proclaimed that Christ was
their hope, dwelling in their midst as the full assurance of all the glo-
rious things still to come (Col. 1:24-28). Paul’s message was satu-
rated with hope because his message was defined by Christ.

But “heralding” was not just for Paul. One of the primary min-
istries of the Holy Spirit is to transform all of God’s people into
messengers of hope to be agents of revival. That’s why Jesus
insisted his disciples wait in Jerusalem until they were clothed with
the Spirit. Peter, in his very first message, reached back to employ
the words of Joel to explain: “This is what was spoken by the
prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit
on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young
men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those
days, and they will prophesy’” (Acts 2:16-18). All of us are to be
prophets. All are to be heralds of hope-filled vision. All are to be
agents of revival, day in and day out. We may feel weak and inad-
equate, but God is willing to empower us to spread this message
everywhere we go (1 Cor. 2:1-5). Under the leadership of a seven-
fold Spirit who ministers throughout the whole earth, God is will-
ing to flood any generation and any nation with messengers of
hope (compare Rev. 5:6 with 2:7, 11, 17).

There you have it. You can be a Messenger of Hope. How do 1
know? Because the Bible is filled with messengers of hope of every
shape and size. And wherever they are found, they act as agents of
revival. Return to our key verse, Psalm 68:11. What ignites this great
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company of proclaimers? God’s promise of revival, which saturates
the entire hymn. Promises produce proclaimers. Hope produces
heralds. Always has. Always will.

Epochs of Revival

Historians William Strauss and Neil Howe suggest in their
provocative look at America’s future, The Fourth Turning, that as we
enter the twenty-first century, a potentially triumphant golden age
awaits us, a supreme opportunity to achieve new greatness as a
people. The next few years, they claim, are as full of risk as they are
of promise. The stakes are high. A decisive moment is before us. Our
culture could go either way. But a major religious awakening is pos-
sible.? In some ways this parallels my thesis in The Hope at Hand:
“The twenty-first century will be an age of great hope because it will
be an age of world revival in the church.”* There I explore the many
reasons we can have confidence thatrevival is coming, and why this
must become our message of hope.

It is not my purpose here to revisit all I say there. Suffice it to say,
revival is a verb. It is God at work. Revival proves again that where
sin increases, God’s grace can overcome it (Rom. 5:20). Confronted
with a steady spiritual disintegration in our land, we behold a God
who wants to deliver us—not in spite of but because of our help-
lessness. Revival seizes every current manifestation of his Spirit to
accelerate, intensify, expand, broaden, deepen, extend, and fulfill it
to the uttermost. One phrase (based on passages like Isaiah 44:3)
frequently used for this in previous Great Awakenings was “the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit.” Revival encompasses the hope of the
extraordinary, divine interventions that pour out on us the “mani-
fest presence of Christ,” a phrase for revival coined by the eighteenth-
century Puritans.

In early 1905, Denver, Colorado, was rocked by a spiritual awak-
ening to Christ. The Denver Postdescribed the revival in a front-page
article in these terms:

All Denver was held in a spell under the influence of the power that
is not of ourselves, that makes for righteousness. The Spirit of the
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Almighty pervaded every nook. The thousands of men and women
radiated the Spirit which filled them, and the clear Colorado sunshine
was made brighter by the reflective glow of the light of God shining
from happy faces. Seldom has such a remarkable sight been wit-
nessed—an entire great city in the midst of a busy weekday, bowing
before the throne of heaven and asking and receiving the blessing of
the King of the universe.®

Do you believe God would want to impact a whole nation like that?
Messengers of hope recognize there have been many such epochs
of revival and believe God is not only willing and able but ready to
do it again on a much wider scale.

In all these seasons of revival-—whether the Celtic missionary
movements of the sixth to eighth centuries, the mendicant move-
ments of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the Pietist and Mora-
vian movements of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, or the
East African revivals at the mid part of this century—one dominant
hallmark has been hope-filled preaching. For example, the thesis of
historian lain Murray in The Puritan Hopeis that a theology of hope
undergirded the teaching of God’s Word during the first two Great
Awakenings in our own nation and sustained those revivals for
decades.b

That's why I read with interest a recent article in the Wall Street Jour-
nal by a graduate school professor in business and economics at the
University of Chicago. Entitled “The Fourth Great Awakening,” it cov-
ered nearly a full page. The scholar summarized three Great Awaken-
ings that have impacted our nation since the early 1700s. He then pro-
ceeded to explain his contention that America is in the beginnings of
a Fourth Great Awakening, and it is our only hope for survival as a
nation. He concluded: “The impact of the Fourth Great Awakening will
continue to be widespread and massive. In years to come, it will be
impossible to understand political and ethical trends as well as eco-
nomic developments, without understanding the movement centered
in enthusiastic religions.””

Putting it even more bluntly, George Barna predicted in 1996 that
by the early twenty-first century America would experience either
anarchy or revival—one or the other—and that only divine interven-
tion could prevent a massive moral and ethical collapse in America.?
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Hope for Revival Abounds

One hundred leaders met to lead the nation in prayer for revival
in a nationally broadcast concert of prayer aired over a thousand
radio and television outlets from coast to coast. The next day they
joined for an eight-hour discussion on the coming revival, all of
which was filmed and produced by the National Prayer Committee
for distribution to churches. The title of the video said it all: Get
Ready: Christian Leaders Speak Out on the Coming Revival.® Yes,
revival is coming. Messengers of hope are rising up everywhere
among us. Listen to them.

“Mired in moral and spiritual crisis, America’s only hope is
national revival like God has graciously bestowed in the past,” says
evangelical philosopher Os Guinness.!? Defining revival as “the refill-
ing of a nation with the glory of the Lord,”!! he concludes: “Such a
revival on the order of the first or second Great Awakenings is incon-
ceivable to many Americans . . . [but] America’s future lies unques-
tionably with the prospects of such a wild card factor.”!?

In a U.S. News and World Report article entitled “America Sees
Spiritual Awakening,” Billy Graham writes on his predictions for 1996
and beyond: “There is much discouragement, despair and nega-
tivism in the nation today. . . . there are still hopes to be realized. . ..
itis my conviction that we are going to see a great spiritual renewal
in America. . . . if we're to be strong as a people, then we must have
a strengthening of our moral and spiritual life.”'3

African-American economist Glenn Loury suggests the crisis of
racism can only be met through revival in its largest sense. Seeing
signs that God has already begun a revival, Loury states in an inter-
view, “I don’t rule out [the possibility of a John Wesley—type renewal].
The idea that such a movement can take place is not at all out of the
question for me. I don’t think it is far-fetched. In fact, I think the cir-
cumstances require it.”14

Such a perspective also dominates the thinking of senior missi-
ologist Ralph Winter, who, pondering the prospects of completing
the Great Commission, says, “Our plans cannot even begin to pre-
dict or control revival fire. Is it not likely that the God who has often
blessed this world with revival in the past will employ that kind of
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fireagain? It has been said thatin a true revival, God can do in twenty
minutes what might otherwise take twenty years. Are we praying for
revival?”1®

In the mid 1990s, seven thousand youth workers from more than
one hundred denominations and ministries gathered for a first-of-
its-kind youth leaders’ conference under a banner that read, “United
for Spiritual Awakening.” It was followed by the National Clergy Con-
ference, the largest in church history, bringing together almost forty
thousand ministers. Those who attended met with the absolute con-
viction that we are on the verge of the greatest revolution in the his-
tory of the church. In both events T had the privilege of leading a ses-
sion of prayer for revival. [ knew [ was looking at a sea of messengers
ofhope, a groundswell of agents of revival. Expectant. Ready to pro-
claim the intervention of God’s grace in awakening. Ready to mul-
tiply other messengers throughout their churches to join them.

Nine Characteristics of the Messengers

So, are you ready to become a Messenger of Hope? Anyone can
be one. What does such a person look like?

First, writes John Stott, “Every authentic ministry begins with the
conviction that we have been called to handle God’s Word as its
guardians and heralds.”!¢ In addition, as I've worked with messen-
gers of hope throughout the years across the body of Christ—and
as I have sought to be one myself—I've identified nine characteris-
tics that mark the thinking and behavior of those who are ready to
share this exciting news of impending revival. Every messenger of
hope will likely share these characteristics and convictions.

1. A Messenger of Hope recognizes Christ is our message. He is
the “hope of glory.” We'll look at this more closely in chapter
6, but making him the major issue is our chief task in pro-
claiming this message of hope.

2. A Messenger of Hope acts in the power of the Holy Spirit,
whose major ministry is to take the things of Christ and reveal
them to us, especially to show us what is to come (John 16:12—

(c) David Bryant www.DavidBryantDirect.com



Messengers of Hope, Agents of Revival
G S
57

15). He causes us—and our message—to abound with hope

(Rom. 15:13).

. A Messenger of Hope is marked by a lifestyle of hopefulness.
After all, “the medium is the message.” Hope must mark how
we approach the “living out” of the message of hope. Our daily
decisions must constantly be wrapped around the hope of
revival, and nothing short of that will do.

. A Messenger of Hope is a person of prayer. Before he or she
speaks that message to others, a Messenger of Hope prays his
or her message back to God. I've seen this beautifully illus-
trated in the Pastor Prayer Summits the last decade, which
have brought together tens of thousands of Christians in days
of extended prayer over their ministries, their cities, and the
nation. Again and again, they have been transformed into mes-
sengers of hope because of how God broke through into their
hearts as they sought his promises by seeking his face together
in prayer.

. A Messenger of Hope looks at our generation with “super-
spective.” By “superspective”’ I mean a perspective that in-
cludes a vision for the future as God sees it. In his book The
Supremacy of God in Preaching, John Piper says it well for all
messengers of hope: “Good preachers will look out over the
wasteland of secular culture and say, ‘Behold your God! . . .
[who else] will paint for them the landscape of God’s grandeur?
Who will remind them with tales of wonder that God has tri-
umphed over every foe?? Who will cry out above every crisis,
‘Your God reigns!’?. .. If God is not supreme in our preaching,
where in this world will the people hear of the supremacy of
God?”!” As a Messenger of Hope, constantly inhabit the great
visions and promises of God in his Word. The more you do,
the more comprehensive will be your message of hope. But
you must also survey the whole world as God sees it. In other
placesIhave called such messengers “world Christians.” Your
hope must encompass the whole plan of God for all the
nations, and you must say so. (See my book Stand in the Gap.)

. A Messenger of Hope serves with genuine compassion for
those hungry for hope. A Messenger of Hope realizes that a
message of hope (the hope of revival) is one of the greatest gifts
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he or she can give to strengthen the life of the church. Like
Paul, this person seeks to be both mother and father to those
with whom he or she communicates, wanting others to receive
the message as if from God (1 Thess. 2:10-13). One of the most
compassionate acts of a Messenger of Hope, however, is to
keep prodding the hearers: “Does God have more for us than
we have yet experienced? Do we need him to respond to us
more than ever? Can we ever ask him to do too much?” Com-
passionate visionaries are even willing to be “irritants,” to act
with tough love that lays tracks that will help “rip people out
of their comfort zones.”!8

7. A Messenger of Hope makes raising others to the task a top
priority. A Messenger of Hope is committed to raising up “pris-
oners of hope,” men and women whose lives are captivated
by a vision for revival who then begin to act accordingly in their
prayers and obedience. In the next chapter, I will discuss more
thoroughly this ultimate impact of every message of hope. In
looking for such prisoners, agents of revival will focus first on
the praying people throughout the body of Christ. They are
the ones who have already begun to be captivated by this
vision and are more predisposed to labor for revival than oth-
ers within the body. Rather than being desperate for a mes-
sage that can hold our audience, Messengers of Hope instead
proclaim the message as it is, in search of its true audience.
God’s praying people are the primary hearers for the message
of hope, ready to respond.

8. Messengers of Hope work smartnotjust hard. They seek to be
skillful in how they deliver their message. The second half of
this book discusses ways for you to be most effective as an
agent of revival, reproducing your vision in God’s people. By
being pragmatic, you can better call your hearers to a specific
obedience that allows the message to have its thorough work
in their lives.

9. Messengers of Hope, like all servants of Christ, must be ready
to sacrifice to fulfill their calling. The price corresponds to the
uniquely strategic dimension of being a Messenger of Hope.
The biblical record on a multitude of messengers pulls no
punches: Prophets pay! (Luke 6:22-23). Henry Blackaby, echo-
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inghis Fresh Encounter: Experiencing God in Revival and Spir-
itual Awakening, says it well: “Lord, whatever it costs me, I
release my life to you to be a spiritual leader during these times
of crisis. Do with me whatever you will. Amen.”

We live in a nation desperate for messengers of hope. The great-
est need of the hour is to flood our nation with agents of revival.
Every Christian is a messenger of something, to someone. Is God
calling you to be a Messenger of Hope? If so, let me encourage you
with words of John Calvin given to me by European spiritual lead-
ers gathered in Vienna, Austria, to outline the future of Christ’s king-
dom on the continent:

Whatever resistance we see today offered by almost all the world to
the progress of the truth, we must not doubt that our Lord will come
at last to break through all of the undertakings of men and make a
passage for His Word. Let us hope boldly, then, more than we can
understand; He will still surpass our opinion and our hope.!®
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O, MY God! in all my dangers, temporal and spiritual, I will hope in
thee who art Almighty power, and therefore able to relieve me; who
are infinite goodness, and therefore ready and willing to assist me.

O, precious blood of my dear Redeemer! O, gaping wounds of my cru-
cified Savior! Who can contemplate the sufferings of God incarnate,
and not raise his hope, and not put his trust in Him? . . . succored or
abandoned by the good things of this life, I will always hope in thee,
O, my chiefest, infinite good.. . .

Blessed hope! be thou my chief delight in life, and then I shall be stead-
fast and immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.

Richard Allen,

“A Prayer for Hope” (1787-1830),

taken from Conversations with God:

Two Centuries of Prayers by African-Americans
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