
One Person Within a Team Can Change 
the Outcome of Its Season

E ven as professionals, the New York Knicks, one of the NBA’s
premiere teams hit slumps when they can’t seem to win for losing.
At such moments, regaining a championship reputation can

appear illusive at best. 

Such was the foreboding outlook as their season collapsed the winter of 2011.

Until Jeremy Lin came along! 
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Seemingly from out of nowhere, there he was! One night in  February a new
face showed up on the first-string team, sprinting down the court, exhibiting
a positive but fiercely competitive attitude, combined with impressive
basketball athleticism. In desperation, his coach had put him into the game
because nothing else — and no one else — held out any hope of turning
around another embarrassing effort.

In a few minutes, however, Lin's fiery confidence turned the entire game
around. As if by magic, every player on the team started performing at a
higher level of skill and intensity. And to their amazement, they won! But it
didn’t stop that night.

Over ensuing weeks the Knicks and their fans were infected with what the
local papers coined “Linsanity.” Overnight, the winning of games seemed not
only possible but inevitable. The players rallied, defeating one opponent
after another. Largely by his effort and the spark he gave his team, Lin led a
turnaround of an 8–15 team that had lost 11 of its last 13 games. The whole
city found itself caught up in a drama shaped by the impact of one person,
Jeremy Lin. 

All he had to do was show up each night — not in the press boxes or in the
spectator stands but out on the court, stepping into the middle of a semi-
dysfunctional team, recalibrating it into an NBA phenomenon. It all
happened by his presence. That alone changed the trajectory of an entire
season. "Linsanity!"

This provides a modern-day parable for the Church. It pictures the Bible’s
promise about what Christ’s direct involvement with his people brings to
any congregation. The promise of dramatic spiritual transformations awaits
any group of believers with whom the Lord of Glory has chosen to join
forces.  As he does (to use sports lingo), he “brings his game with him” to
share it with us, as he goes to work on the inside of — WITHIN — our “team.”  

Call it “Him-sanity”!

There is another intriguing part of the Jeremy Lin story that we should learn
from.  Jeremy had been available to the Knicks all along.  The young star
already was thoroughly prepared to step onto the floor that night. Having
played four years at Harvard, he’d been around the NBA for some years,
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working hard, improving his skills; but he had never been put into a pro
game for more than a few minutes until that fateful night. 

Similarly, so often in our churches we lack clear, constant focus on the
majesty and supremacy of Jesus. This causes us to leave him on the fringes,
like Lin relegated to the bench until a crisis came along.  Even though by the
Holy Spirit right now Jesus is reigning within his Church and its individual
congregations, God’s transforming plan for the Church becomes temporarily
stalled if we fail to give God's Son "full run of the court" in our life together
with him.

But once we repent of what we’ve done to Jesus by our keeping him “on the
bench” (as it were) and invite him to occupy first place, to assume his rightful
role among us, exercising the full scope of his lordship in our midst,
everything changes. Capitalizing on our rule in his eternal "game plan," he
draws his followers around him to restore to them fresh hope, renewed
purpose and unified confidence.  Consequently, abundant victories with
hime are not far off!

Just one person — Christ within us — can turn a fellowship of followers into
a fervent force for furthering God’s kingdom. Whenever that happens, his
reign, which is already prevailing in the heavens, presses more forcefully into
the midst of his people. This is precisely what Scripture teaches: 

.  .  . that I might fully declare God’s word — that sacred mystery
which up to now has been hidden in every age and every
generation, but which is now as clear as daylight to those who love
God. They are those to whom God has planned to give a vision of
the full wonder and splendor of his secret plan for the sons of men.
And the secret is simply this: Christ in you! Yes, Christ in you bringing
with him the hope of all glorious things to come (Colossians  1,
PHILLIPS, emphasis added). 

In other words, Paul's goal for God's people is that they experience the focus and 

vigor of “Him-sanity".
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Jesus' Reign WITHIN Us Today:
How We Get To Really 
Know Him for All He Is

This fifth dimension of Christ’s supremacy could be called “intimacy with
Christ in his supremacy." The chapter goes beyond just seeking him to
actually meeting him and even greeting him for all he is. 

That’s because he is so near to us.  He’s within us. That’s why we are able to
truly know him. That’s how we increase our intimacy with him, especially in
terms of his supremacy.

The Old Testament Hebrew word for "knowing" or "knowledge" is “yada.”
“Yada” is a fascinating word. It’s employed in a variety of ways, even used to
describe sexual intercourse. Far beyond academic learning, yada refers to
insights gained experientially, born out of personal contact — not hearing or
reading about someone, not observing someone at a distance, but a
preoccupation with coming to know and understand someone face to face.

Personal contact. Engagement. Rapport. Direct involvement. This is what
Scripture calls for when it urges us to “press on to know the Lord” (Hosea 5).
This was Paul’s goal when he counted everything in life as loss for the
privilege of “knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians  3). This was his
passion for other Christians too — that they would know Christ in the full
scope of his love (Ephesians 3).

Gaining this kind of “knowledge” — this deep, intimate knowing — is what
churches in every nation should desire and even expect in their ongoing,
growing relationship with God’s Son. He never stands aloof from us. 
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He walks among us. He dwells in our midst. Right from the start we’re told,
“God has called us into fellowship with his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Corinthians 1). He is “Christ within us.”

Personal contact — intimate, uninterrupted, pervasive, powerful personal
contact — is how we get to know Jesus. This is why we should remain
vigilant for anything more our sovereign Savior may desire to do within us,
individually or together. Not only do we worship him as the One who reigns
over us (which is blessing enough) but also we learn to know him — to
cherish him — as the One who reigns within us. 

Jesus’ Reign WITHIN Us Today:
It’s Exceedingly Proactive

Think about this:  How comfortable would the members of your congre-
gation be if Jesus were directly, persistently, and actively involved with them
in the full measure of his supremacy? 

Well, in fact, according to the Bible he already is!

To be sure, none can encounter and experience God’s Son beyond what the
Father shares with us. Manifestations of the Monarch within his kingdom
must come at his initiative if they are to come at all. In other words, without
the joys we find in our salvation, without exception, must spring from prior
proactive revelations of King Jesus among his subjects, as he freely shares
with us the riches of his reign. 
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How many in your church family are genuinely eager to get directly involved
with Jesus day after day in the intensity of his activity among us? Once again,
the Bible says all who have been transferred into his kingdom already are!

The fact is, Jesus refuses to be a passive Savior among his people. Having
chosen to save us and indwell us, he fully intends to engage with us — to
speak to and inspire us, to guide and teach us, to question and challenge us,
even when necessary to rebuke and discipline us. He’s committed to rule
within us in order to refresh and revive us, so as to equip us to follow him
into the kingdom purposes of his Father. 

In return, our incomparable privilege is to become his enthusiastic
“responders.” As he introduces more of himself to us, which he is longing to
do, we too will experience new levels of longing for him — longing to know
more of him as our Lord and experience more of him as our Leader. With
unfettered hope, every congregation should eagerly welcome as much of
his revelatory work among us as he’s willing to give us — always expecting
that it will be above and beyond what we could ask or imagine
(Ephesians 3:20).

µSnapshots and Starter Thoughts
• Days before he sat down on the throne of the universe, Jesus

promised his disciples he would not abandon them. He reassured
them that as they served him among the nations he would be in constant
communion with them as Lord of those nations — always accessible to
them, operating within them, walking with them, working among them,
reaching out to others through them — to the end of this age, and
beyond (Matthew 28). 

• This reality carries practical implications wherever any church
gathers to worship. Consider Hebrews 2 where Jesus is seen ministering
directly within any congregation gathered in his name.

So Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters. He says,
“I will announce your name to my brothers and sisters. I will sing your
praises among those who worship you” (emphasis added).
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Notice that first of all Jesus joins us in our anthems of praise. He enriches
our songs and hymns by actively singing along with us as our High Priest
(as our chief worship leader). Not only do we ascend into the worship of
heaven through him, but also, just as importantly, through him the worship
of heaven descends to us! — invading us, inspiring us, and transforming us
because of the One who worships among us.

• In the same way, Hebrews 2 observes that Jesus preaches to us
whenever God’s Word is proclaimed to a congregation. He strolls
among us as his gathered disciples “announcing” God’s glory to us.
Deitrich Bonhoeffer suggested that whenever a preacher speaks, his
words go forth as if Jesus himself has stepped down from the pulpit to
walk among the people, speaking to each one. To become Jesus’ voice,
however, a pastor must clearly help people to focus on the majesty of
Jesus, and call them to give heed to the Master, not unlike how the first
disciples were summoned to sit at his feet. 

• Christ preaches to his people through those he places among them
to speak in his name.

The same one who descended is the one who ascended higher than
all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himself.
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.Their respon-
sibility is to equip God’s people . . . until we all come to such unity in
our faith and knowledge of God’s Son . . . we will speak the truth in
love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head
of his body, the church (Ephesians 4, NLT). 

It is as though Christ were beseeching his followers face to face, doing so
through those he uniquely empowers to give voice to his passions and
priorities.

• Concerning the churches in Asia Minor, John describes how the
proclamations of the ascended Lord walking among them pierced
each congregation as if a sword were coming at them right out of his
mouth (Revelation  1-3). This is how every church should experience
Jesus whenever he proclaims God’s message to them through his
messengers. 

The word of God is living and active. It is sharper than any sword that
has two edges. It cuts deep enough to separate soul from spirit . . . It
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judges the thoughts and purposes of the heart. Nothing God created
is hidden from him (Hebrews 4).

• The implications of an active Redeemer at work among his people
give a whole new purpose for prayer. One might say, “Prayer is opening
the door and inviting Jesus to come in.” To pray about anything, first of
all, is to welcome our Lord Jesus, already present, to manifest his presence
among us in the full exercise of his supremacy.

• Drawing on the image of Psalm 24, prayer is an appeal to the Father
to “open the gates” — to remove every obstacle — so our “King of
glory” might enter among us in new ways. 

Open wide, you gates. Open up, you ancient doors. Then the King of
glory will come in. Who is the King of glory? The LORD, who is strong
and mighty. The LORD, who is mighty in battle . . . The LORD who rules
over all. He is the King of glory.

• Paul’s priority in praying for God’s people was to see them thrive
because of their shared experience of Christ’s activity within their
midst. Here’s one example of how he prayed for entire congregations: 

I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with
power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell
in [in the midst of ] your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God
(Ephesians 3).

• Seeking by prayer for more of Christ’s kingly work within us impacts
the Church on two levels: (1)  We open up ourselves corporately to
experience in Jesus more of his extraordinary initiatives, as we welcome
him to accomplish miracles among us as well as among many others
beyond us for whom we also pray — all for his glory; (2) at the same time,
we open gates in our lives individually to invite fresh displays of Jesus
within each of us as he draws near to take new ground with us.

• Because Christ chooses to be proactive among his people, we should
regularly anticipate increased evidences of his reign. Every day we
should be looking for how his rule might become more tangible among
us — how he must enrich our routines as he helps us to enter his fullness,
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catch his vision, receive his passion, lean on his leadership, respond to his
commands, share with those he brings to us, and join him as he advances
his global cause.

The Wrap
What does Christ really think of your church? To get an answer, imagine this:

What if you contracted with Jesus
to become your “church
consultant” for the next three
months?  What would you expect
him to report back? What major
changes might this bring to your
life together, on every level?

In other words, what if he sat in on
all of your activities, committee
meetings, worship times, potluck suppers, small group studies, evangelistic
outreaches, and youth events? What if he also scheduled a meeting with
each family in their home, sat at the dinner table and asked how things were
going with them?

What recommendations would you expect him to propose at the end of
ninety days visiting with, listening to, and consulting with your congre-
gation? What would he alter? What would he eliminate? What would be
allowed to stay? What new things would he propose in terms of schedules,
organization, plans and priorities, programs, relationship dynamics, Sunday
worship, discipleship initiatives, mission outreach?  How soon would he want
you to get started on the changes?

And most importantly, what would he say about how he himself is regarded
among the people of your congregation? How would he describe their
relationship to him — that is, what they think about him, the ways they
respond to him, the preeminence they give to him, the level of their
ambitions for him?  

What personal awareness and enjoyment of his life and activities within your
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congregation would he find? Would he be able to report that they truly are
growing to know him for who he really is?

If you fully implemented his recommendations, a year from now do you
think you would see any significant changes? Would a member who was
gone for a year and then returned recognize your congregation’s life
together? If so, how different would things be? Specifically, what would be
removed? What would be transformed? What would be renewed? What new
works of God’s kingdom would you be experiencing a year later?

Well, here’s the truth: Jesus is active among his people, all the time. By his
Spirit, whether we acknowledge him or not, he does “meet” with all our
committees, “share” in all our dinner conversations, and “join” in all our
worship services. He does so with full authority as God’s grand “Cosmic
Consultant,” in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
(Colossians 2). He brings with him all the counsel any church family could
ever want or need!

For you see, Jesus never casually inhabits our churches. Whenever he decides
to make himself known, to manifest himself more tangibly within a body of
believers, he does so with a definite, even energetic agenda — a strategic
plan for each congregation, related to the Kingdom’s advance but tailored
specifically for each church. 

Here’s the  truth:  Jesus is waiting, right now, to share with your people more
of his bold blueprint for your church. If you need further proof of his
intentions, just review the scope of his “consulting work” (as it were) with the
seven churches in Revelation 1-3! There he walked among them, ready to
revive them, empower them, and redeploy them in his global cause.

Christ within us assures us of his full provision whatever our situation or
condition. He comes into our midst bringing resurrection victory to supply
the needs of his people and fulfill the mission of his people. Whatever more
of him we choose to seek from the Father is already ours to enjoy as we dwell
in him at the same time that he dwells within in us.

As Christ operates among us today by his Spirit, the Lord who already fills
the universe with himself (Ephesians 4) is even more eager to fill his Church
with himself (Ephesians 1).
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As noted before, we may not yet experience the quantity of the blessings
Christ promises the saints in the Consummation, but right now, every day
he unleashes within us the quality of it. For starters: Having cleansed us from
the guilt of sin, now he works among us to deliver us, day by day, from the
power of sin (1 John 2) — until the hour he comes back to forever eliminate
among us the presence of sin (1 John 3).

Jesus' Reign WITHIN Us Today:
Individual and Corporate

Expressions of His Presence
A word search of Google’s database of 5.2 million books (at the time)
revealed that, between 1960 and 2008, words and phrases that emphasize
“individuals” increasingly replaced words and phrases that highlight
“community” — terms such as “self”; “I come first”; “personal preferences”; 
“I can do it myself”; “me”; and “mine.””

In a bestseller, Going Solo: The Extraordinary Rise and Surprising Appeal of
Living Alone, the author observes that 50% of the American adult population
is single. Many lives are marked by fairly tenuous and frequently temporary
associations in jobs, in marriages, with political parties, or with neighbors
next door — what one sociologist calls a “hook-up culture” (hooking up and
quickly unhooking, in all areas of life, not just in sleeping together). 
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Not surprisingly, researchers conclude the fastest growing religious category
in America (now up to 30% and rising rapidly) is “unaffiliated” — sometimes
called the “nones.” Even among those who say they love God and that their
faith is important to them, there’s a growing number who make the choice
of “going it alone” — to turn from any kind of faith community, including the
Church, to go solo.

Often Scripture passages in which the word “you” is plural in the original
language are nevertheless interpreted by many readers as though “you” is
singular, applying only to an individual and addressing his or her personal
needs and concerns. Our whole culture pushes us in that direction,
reinforcing the belief that Scripture’s concerns are basically about me and
my life and my walk with the Lord.

What’s fascinating about the “spirituality” promoted in the New Testament
is that “you” most frequently appears in the plural form in the original
Greek—for example, in phrases like “Christ in you,” meaning “Christ among
you believers; Christ in the midst of you when you’re gathered together.”

Take for example Jesus’ teaching on the vine and branches in John 15. Most
believers tend to read his metaphor as an encouragement about the
fruitfulness of individual branches (each disciple) — which, of course, it is in
a secondary sense. But in context, and in the Greek, every single “you” is
actually plural. What should this tell us?

Picture a vineyard with a thick vine winding its way along supporting
trellises. Observe how its branches wrap around the vine, and then entwine
around each other forming such a unified embrace that it is nearly
impossible to focus on one single branch or one bunch of grapes.

Except for a stray branch disconnected and withered, all the others receive
the same life from the same vine, so that the health of the vine is displayed
by the combined productiveness of the branches.

The plural “you” in Jesus’ upper room discourse highlights the corporate
nature of discipleship. Take a closer look: 

I am the real vine . . . You [pl] must go on growing in me and I will grow
in you [pl]. As the branch cannot bear any fruit unless it shares the life
of the vine, so you [pl] can produce nothing unless you [pl] go on
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growing in me. I am the vine itself, you [pl] are the branches . . . the
plain fact is that apart from me you [pl] can do nothing at all . . . This
is how my Father will be glorified – by you [pl] becoming fruitful and
being my disciples .  .  . It is I who have chosen you [pl]. I have
appointed you [pl] to go and bear fruit that will be lasting  (John 15,
PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

Here’s a key principle to take from this passage, an insight that’s emphasized
throughout Scripture and to which we’ll return more than once in this
chapter:

Christ within me and Christ within us always go together.
But what he accomplishes in me is derived primarily

from what he accomplishes, first of all, among us.

Christ at Work WITHIN 
Each of Us as Individuals

Let me hasten to reaffirm that Scripture never depreciates how essential it
is for every single “branch” (every disciple) grafted into Christ to receive his or
her own life-sustaining nourishment from the Vine. Though creating
community is his long-range focus, Christ greatly desires to work intimately
within each one of our lives as well — to minister to us directly, as
individuals. Let’s review a few passages that amplify this truth.
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µSnapshots and Starter Thoughts
• Individual concern of Christ

See that you don’t look down on one of these little ones . . . Suppose
a man owns 100 sheep and one of them wanders away. Won’t he
leave the 99 sheep on the hills? Won’t he go and look for the one that
wandered off? (Matthew 18, emphasis added).

• Individual revelation from Christ

Anyone who has my commands and obeys them loves me. My Father
will love the one who loves me. I too will love him. And I will show
myself to him. Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father
will love him. We will come to him and make our home with him
(John 14, emphasis added).

• Individual intimacy with Christ

My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2, emphasis
added).

• Individual connection to Christ

The body is meant for the Lord. And the Lord is meant for the body
. . . Don’t you know that your bodies belong to the body of Christ? . . .
Anyone who is joined to the Lord becomes one with him in spirit . . . Don’t
you know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit?
(1 Corinthians 6, emphasis).

• Individual empowerment by Christ

And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet
your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of Him
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit,
who lives in you (Romans 8, emphasis added).

• Individual triumphs through Christ

Through suffering, our [individual] bodies continue to share in the
death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our
[individual] bodies. Yes, we live under constant danger of death
because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident in our
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[individual] dying bodies. So we live in the face of death, but this
has resulted in eternal life for you (2 Corinthians 4, NLT, emphasis
added). 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born again because
of what God has done . . . everyone who is a child of God has won
the battle over the world . . . Who is it that has won the battle over the
world? Only the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God . . .
Those who belong to the Son have life. Those who do not belong
to the Son of God do not have life (1 John 5, emphasis added).

• Individual refreshment from Christ 

All who drink this water will be thirsty again. But anyone who drinks
the water I give him will never be thirsty. In fact, the water I give him
will become a spring of water in him. It will flow up into eternal life
(John 4, emphasis added).

• Individual restoration by Christ

Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get
away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a
real rest. Walk with me and work with me – watch how I do it. Learn
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-
fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely
and lightly (Matthew 11, MSG, emphasis added).

• Individual strengthening in Christ

It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my weakness . . . abuse,
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so
the weaker I get, the stronger I become (2 Corinthians 12, MSG,
emphasis added). 

I am content whether I have more than enough or not enough. I can
do everything by the power of Christ. He gives me strength
(Philippians 4, emphasis added).

• Individual comfort through Christ

He comforts us in all our troubles. Now we can comfort others when
they are in trouble. We ourselves have received comfort from God.
We share the sufferings of Christ. We also share his comfort. If we are
having trouble, it is so that you will be comforted and renewed. If we
are comforted, it is so that you will be comforted (2 Corinthians 1,
emphasis added).

• Individual invitations from Christ

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If any of you hears my voice
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and opens the door, I will come in and eat with you. And you will eat
with me (Revelation 3, emphasis added).

• Individual obedience to Christ

Jesus called the crowd to him along with his disciples. He said, “If
anyone wants to come after me, he must say no to himself. He must
pick up his cross and follow me. If he wants to save his life, he will lose
it. But if he loses his life for me and for the good news, he will save it”
(Mark 8, emphasis added).

• Individual witness for Christ

Stephen was full of God’s grace and power. He did great wonders and
miraculous signs among the people . . . But he was too wise for them.
They couldn’t stand up against the Holy Spirit who spoke through him . . .
All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked right at Stephen. They
saw that his face was like the face of an angel (Acts  7, emphasis
added).

• Individual surrender to Christ

I turned around to see who was speaking to me . . . His face was like
the sun shining in all of its brightness. When I saw him, I fell at his feet
as if I were dead. Then he put his right hand on me and said, “Do not
be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One”
(Revelation 1, emphasis added).

The Wrap
Christ’s work within individual Christians is never incidental, never auxiliary.
It is part and parcel of our salvation. We should desire it, expect it, receive it,
and celebrate it.

This is where the act of baptism has played such a significant role in historic
Christianity. This nearly universal initiation rite officially incorporates us into
the Christian community (whatever the specific mode of baptism is used).
But without exception it is applied to the individual, one by one. 

Selah
pause  |  think  |  pray
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But for sure, by Jesus’ design (Matthew 28) the entire company of disciples
does the baptizing of members — no one baptizes himself. 

Furthermore, the very words used at every baptism declare each new
believer to be incorporated into nothing less than the eternal fellowship of
the triune God from which the fraternity of Jesus’ followers derives its
existence. Literally, the original reads that we are to baptize new believers
“into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Scripture
also insists that in baptism individuals enter into a sacred, public yet personal
transaction with the Godhead through commitment to the Son. 

Peter asserts in 1 Peter 3:20-22:

That water [Noah’s flood] is a picture of baptism, which now saves
you, not by removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God
from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ (AMP, emphasis added). 

The Greek word rendered in this verse as “response,” or in other translations
as “pledge,” comes from the ancient business world. It refers to a verbal
promise by one merchant to another, witnessed by associates, to remain
loyal to a commercial contract just negotiated.

In other words, the apostle teaches (and what the New Testament generally
teaches) that by baptism — with the whole community attesting to the act
— individuals are pledged to Christ for the totality of his or her life, from here
to eternity.

The rite of baptism corresponds to the prior ministry of the Holy Spirit who
spiritually-speaking baptizes that person into the corporate body of Christ
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the moment they first believe (1 Corinthians 12), incorporating each into
union with God’s people locally and globally (Galatians 3). 

In fact, one might go so far as to say that, in reality, Jesus himself officiates in
the midst of the congregation, serving as the “honorary” baptizer of every
person who is joining him and life in his kingdom. As John promised: 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke 3).

Despite the deeply personal nature of baptism for each individual, in light
of the community into which one is baptized, we come back to the key
principle for this chapter:

Christ within me and Christ within us always go together.

But what he accomplishes in me is derived primarily

from what he accomplishes, first of all, among us.

Next, let’s explore the corporate aspect of the “us” in “Christ within us.”

Christ at Work WITHIN the 
Corporate Life of God’s People

Unlike other religions, the Christian pilgrimage ultimately does not lead to
a place (such as Mecca or Varanasi, or even the Vatican), but to a Person who
is found in the midst of a people. It leads to the company of saints who
belong to Christ and are inhabited by him, wherever they gather at any spot
on the earth or in heaven!

Spread around the globe, the Church consists of millions of life-giving
assemblies within whom Jesus has set up his throne. Wherever Jesus’
followers gather, wherever we join with others to worship him and serve
him, that’s where Jesus himself chooses to be more fully present — to dwell,
to heal, to teach, to equip, to lead.

Therefore, ecclesiology (our study of the Church) should never be divorced
from Christology (our study of the Christ). One might say that the breadth of
our ecclesiology is defined by, and then refined by, the depth of our
Christology. 



Individual and Corporate Expressions of His Presence 341

Or to say it another way: Just as there’s no such thing as a “Christless church”
— without him it ceases to be a church and becomes, at best, just a club —
even so there’s no such thing as a “churchless Christ.” You can’t have him
without his church. They arrive together inseparable, a complete package
— not only because he is over the Church to build the church, but because
he is within the Church to fill the Church.

In Chapter  3, “Christ OVER Us,” we explored how our Lord actively takes
charge in shaping his church. Now this chapter emphasizes that he does not
do this by remote control. Rather, he does it directly, as he pours himself into
the thick of the action. 

Jesus waits to manifest conspicuous, concrete expressions of his reign within
any congregation that invites him to take the initiative with them, that allows
him to draw them near to him. Knowing this to be true, Paul appealed to the
Corinthian church:

With promises like this to pull us on, dear friends, let’s make a clean
break with everything that defiles or distracts us, both within and
without. Let’s make our entire lives fit and holy temples for the
worship of God (2 Corinthians 7, MSG).

As the 19th-century biblical scholar James Bannerman observed in his classic
two-volume The Church of Christ:

Christ is both the Church’s founder and its administrator – being the
ever-present source of life and influence. Christ is the Head of the
Church, breathing spiritual breath into the body at the first, and holding
it in its being ever since. If doctrine is taught, it is taught because He
has revealed it. If ordinances are administered, they are administered
in His name, and because they are His. If government is established
and exercised, it is through His appointment and authority. If saving
grace is dispensed, it is dispensed through the virtue and power of
His Spirit. If a blessing is communicated, it is because He blesses
(emphasis added).

Here are some other ways to help us dig into the essential corporate
dimensions of “Christ within us.”
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