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Who Christ Is
WITHIN Us Today

One Person Within a Team Can Change
the Outcome of Its Season

E

ven as professionals, the New York Knicks, one of the NBA’s
premiere teams hit slumps when they can’t seem to win for losing.
At such moments, regaining a championship reputation can
appear illusive at best.
Such was the foreboding outlook as their season collapsed the winter of 2011.
Until Jeremy Lin came along!
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Seemingly from out of nowhere, there he was! One night in February a new
face showed up on the first-string team, sprinting down the court, exhibiting
a positive but fiercely competitive attitude, combined with impressive
basketball athleticism. In desperation, his coach had put him into the game
because nothing else — and no one else — held out any hope of turning
around another embarrassing effort.
In a few minutes, however, Lin's fiery confidence turned the entire game
around. As if by magic, every player on the team started performing at a
higher level of skill and intensity. And to their amazement, they won! But it
didn’t stop that night.
Over ensuing weeks the Knicks and their fans were infected with what the
local papers coined “Linsanity.” Overnight, the winning of games seemed not
only possible but inevitable. The players rallied, defeating one opponent
after another. Largely by his effort and the spark he gave his team, Lin led a
turnaround of an 8–15 team that had lost 11 of its last 13 games. The whole
city found itself caught up in a drama shaped by the impact of one person,
Jeremy Lin.
All he had to do was show up each night — not in the press boxes or in the
spectator stands but out on the court, stepping into the middle of a semidysfunctional team, recalibrating it into an NBA phenomenon. It all
happened by his presence. That alone changed the trajectory of an entire
season. "Linsanity!"
This provides a modern-day parable for the Church. It pictures the Bible’s
promise about what Christ’s direct involvement with his people brings to
any congregation. The promise of dramatic spiritual transformations awaits
any group of believers with whom the Lord of Glory has chosen to join
forces. As he does (to use sports lingo), he “brings his game with him” to
share it with us, as he goes to work on the inside of — WITHIN — our “team.”
Call it “Him-sanity”!
There is another intriguing part of the Jeremy Lin story that we should learn
from. Jeremy had been available to the Knicks all along. The young star
already was thoroughly prepared to step onto the floor that night. Having
played four years at Harvard, he’d been around the NBA for some years,
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working hard, improving his skills; but he had never been put into a pro
game for more than a few minutes until that fateful night.
Similarly, so often in our churches we lack clear, constant focus on the
majesty and supremacy of Jesus. This causes us to leave him on the fringes,
like Lin relegated to the bench until a crisis came along. Even though by the
Holy Spirit right now Jesus is reigning within his Church and its individual
congregations, God’s transforming plan for the Church becomes temporarily
stalled if we fail to give God's Son "full run of the court" in our life together
with him.
But once we repent of what we’ve done to Jesus by our keeping him “on the
bench” (as it were) and invite him to occupy first place, to assume his rightful
role among us, exercising the full scope of his lordship in our midst,
everything changes. Capitalizing on our rule in his eternal "game plan," he
draws his followers around him to restore to them fresh hope, renewed
purpose and unified confidence. Consequently, abundant victories with
hime are not far off!
Just one person — Christ within us — can turn a fellowship of followers into
a fervent force for furthering God’s kingdom. Whenever that happens, his
reign, which is already prevailing in the heavens, presses more forcefully into
the midst of his people. This is precisely what Scripture teaches:
. . . that I might fully declare God’s word — that sacred mystery
which up to now has been hidden in every age and every
generation, but which is now as clear as daylight to those who love
God. They are those to whom God has planned to give a vision of
the full wonder and splendor of his secret plan for the sons of men.
And the secret is simply this: Christ in you! Yes, Christ in you bringing
with him the hope of all glorious things to come (Colossians 1,
PHILLIPS, emphasis added).
In other words, Paul's goal for God's people is that they experience the focus and
vigor of “Him-sanity".

326 Who Christ Is WITHIN Us Today:

Jesus' Reign WITHIN Us Today:

How We Get To Really
Know Him for All He Is
This fifth dimension of Christ’s supremacy could be called “intimacy with
Christ in his supremacy." The chapter goes beyond just seeking him to
actually meeting him and even greeting him for all he is.
That’s because he is so near to us. He’s within us. That’s why we are able to
truly know him. That’s how we increase our intimacy with him, especially in
terms of his supremacy.
The Old Testament Hebrew word for "knowing" or "knowledge" is “yada.”
“Yada” is a fascinating word. It’s employed in a variety of ways, even used to
describe sexual intercourse. Far beyond academic learning, yada refers to
insights gained experientially, born out of personal contact — not hearing or
reading about someone, not observing someone at a distance, but a
preoccupation with coming to know and understand someone face to face.
Personal contact. Engagement. Rapport. Direct involvement. This is what
Scripture calls for when it urges us to “press on to know the Lord” (Hosea 5).
This was Paul’s goal when he counted everything in life as loss for the
privilege of “knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 3). This was his
passion for other Christians too — that they would know Christ in the full
scope of his love (Ephesians 3).
Gaining this kind of “knowledge” — this deep, intimate knowing — is what
churches in every nation should desire and even expect in their ongoing,
growing relationship with God’s Son. He never stands aloof from us.
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He walks among us. He dwells in our midst. Right from the start we’re told,
“God has called us into fellowship with his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Corinthians 1). He is “Christ within us.”
Personal contact — intimate, uninterrupted, pervasive, powerful personal
contact — is how we get to know Jesus. This is why we should remain
vigilant for anything more our sovereign Savior may desire to do within us,
individually or together. Not only do we worship him as the One who reigns
over us (which is blessing enough) but also we learn to know him — to
cherish him — as the One who reigns within us.

Jesus’ Reign WITHIN Us Today:

It’s Exceedingly Proactive
Think about this: How comfortable would the members of your congregation be if Jesus were directly, persistently, and actively involved with them
in the full measure of his supremacy?
Well, in fact, according to the Bible he already is!
To be sure, none can encounter and experience God’s Son beyond what the
Father shares with us. Manifestations of the Monarch within his kingdom
must come at his initiative if they are to come at all. In other words, without
the joys we find in our salvation, without exception, must spring from prior
proactive revelations of King Jesus among his subjects, as he freely shares
with us the riches of his reign.
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How many in your church family are genuinely eager to get directly involved
with Jesus day after day in the intensity of his activity among us? Once again,
the Bible says all who have been transferred into his kingdom already are!
The fact is, Jesus refuses to be a passive Savior among his people. Having
chosen to save us and indwell us, he fully intends to engage with us — to
speak to and inspire us, to guide and teach us, to question and challenge us,
even when necessary to rebuke and discipline us. He’s committed to rule
within us in order to refresh and revive us, so as to equip us to follow him
into the kingdom purposes of his Father.
In return, our incomparable privilege is to become his enthusiastic
“responders.” As he introduces more of himself to us, which he is longing to
do, we too will experience new levels of longing for him — longing to know
more of him as our Lord and experience more of him as our Leader. With
unfettered hope, every congregation should eagerly welcome as much of
his revelatory work among us as he’s willing to give us — always expecting
that it will be above and beyond what we could ask or imagine
(Ephesians 3:20).

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Days before he sat down on the throne of the universe, Jesus
promised his disciples he would not abandon them. He reassured
them that as they served him among the nations he would be in constant
communion with them as Lord of those nations — always accessible to
them, operating within them, walking with them, working among them,
reaching out to others through them — to the end of this age, and
beyond (Matthew 28).
• This reality carries practical implications wherever any church
gathers to worship. Consider Hebrews 2 where Jesus is seen ministering
directly within any congregation gathered in his name.
So Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters. He says,
“I will announce your name to my brothers and sisters. I will sing your
praises among those who worship you” (emphasis added).
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Notice that first of all Jesus joins us in our anthems of praise. He enriches
our songs and hymns by actively singing along with us as our High Priest
(as our chief worship leader). Not only do we ascend into the worship of
heaven through him, but also, just as importantly, through him the worship
of heaven descends to us! — invading us, inspiring us, and transforming us
because of the One who worships among us.
• In the same way, Hebrews 2 observes that Jesus preaches to us
whenever God’s Word is proclaimed to a congregation. He strolls
among us as his gathered disciples “announcing” God’s glory to us.
Deitrich Bonhoeffer suggested that whenever a preacher speaks, his
words go forth as if Jesus himself has stepped down from the pulpit to
walk among the people, speaking to each one. To become Jesus’ voice,
however, a pastor must clearly help people to focus on the majesty of
Jesus, and call them to give heed to the Master, not unlike how the first
disciples were summoned to sit at his feet.
• Christ preaches to his people through those he places among them
to speak in his name.
The same one who descended is the one who ascended higher than
all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himself.
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.Their responsibility is to equip God’s people . . . until we all come to such unity in
our faith and knowledge of God’s Son . . . we will speak the truth in
love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head
of his body, the church (Ephesians 4, NLT).

It is as though Christ were beseeching his followers face to face, doing so
through those he uniquely empowers to give voice to his passions and
priorities.
• Concerning the churches in Asia Minor, John describes how the
proclamations of the ascended Lord walking among them pierced
each congregation as if a sword were coming at them right out of his
mouth (Revelation 1-3). This is how every church should experience
Jesus whenever he proclaims God’s message to them through his
messengers.
The word of God is living and active. It is sharper than any sword that
has two edges. It cuts deep enough to separate soul from spirit . . . It
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judges the thoughts and purposes of the heart. Nothing God created
is hidden from him (Hebrews 4).

• The implications of an active Redeemer at work among his people
give a whole new purpose for prayer. One might say, “Prayer is opening
the door and inviting Jesus to come in.” To pray about anything, first of
all, is to welcome our Lord Jesus, already present, to manifest his presence
among us in the full exercise of his supremacy.
• Drawing on the image of Psalm 24, prayer is an appeal to the Father
to “open the gates” — to remove every obstacle — so our “King of
glory” might enter among us in new ways.
Open wide, you gates. Open up, you ancient doors. Then the King of
glory will come in. Who is the King of glory? The LORD, who is strong
and mighty. The LORD, who is mighty in battle . . . The LORD who rules
over all. He is the King of glory.

• Paul’s priority in praying for God’s people was to see them thrive
because of their shared experience of Christ’s activity within their
midst. Here’s one example of how he prayed for entire congregations:
I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with
power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell
in [in the midst of ] your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God
(Ephesians 3).

• Seeking by prayer for more of Christ’s kingly work within us impacts
the Church on two levels: (1) We open up ourselves corporately to
experience in Jesus more of his extraordinary initiatives, as we welcome
him to accomplish miracles among us as well as among many others
beyond us for whom we also pray — all for his glory; (2) at the same time,
we open gates in our lives individually to invite fresh displays of Jesus
within each of us as he draws near to take new ground with us.
• Because Christ chooses to be proactive among his people, we should
regularly anticipate increased evidences of his reign. Every day we
should be looking for how his rule might become more tangible among
us — how he must enrich our routines as he helps us to enter his fullness,
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catch his vision, receive his passion, lean on his leadership, respond to his
commands, share with those he brings to us, and join him as he advances
his global cause.

The Wrap
What does Christ really think of your church? To get an answer, imagine this:
What if you contracted with Jesus
to
become
your “church
consultant” for the next three
months? What would you expect
him to report back? What major
changes might this bring to your
life together, on every level?
In other words, what if he sat in on
all of your activities, committee
meetings, worship times, potluck suppers, small group studies, evangelistic
outreaches, and youth events? What if he also scheduled a meeting with
each family in their home, sat at the dinner table and asked how things were
going with them?
What recommendations would you expect him to propose at the end of
ninety days visiting with, listening to, and consulting with your congregation? What would he alter? What would he eliminate? What would be
allowed to stay? What new things would he propose in terms of schedules,
organization, plans and priorities, programs, relationship dynamics, Sunday
worship, discipleship initiatives, mission outreach? How soon would he want
you to get started on the changes?
And most importantly, what would he say about how he himself is regarded
among the people of your congregation? How would he describe their
relationship to him — that is, what they think about him, the ways they
respond to him, the preeminence they give to him, the level of their
ambitions for him?
What personal awareness and enjoyment of his life and activities within your
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congregation would he find? Would he be able to report that they truly are
growing to know him for who he really is?
If you fully implemented his recommendations, a year from now do you
think you would see any significant changes? Would a member who was
gone for a year and then returned recognize your congregation’s life
together? If so, how different would things be? Specifically, what would be
removed? What would be transformed? What would be renewed? What new
works of God’s kingdom would you be experiencing a year later?
Well, here’s the truth: Jesus is active among his people, all the time. By his
Spirit, whether we acknowledge him or not, he does “meet” with all our
committees, “share” in all our dinner conversations, and “join” in all our
worship services. He does so with full authority as God’s grand “Cosmic
Consultant,” in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
(Colossians 2). He brings with him all the counsel any church family could
ever want or need!
For you see, Jesus never casually inhabits our churches. Whenever he decides
to make himself known, to manifest himself more tangibly within a body of
believers, he does so with a definite, even energetic agenda — a strategic
plan for each congregation, related to the Kingdom’s advance but tailored
specifically for each church.
Here’s the truth: Jesus is waiting, right now, to share with your people more
of his bold blueprint for your church. If you need further proof of his
intentions, just review the scope of his “consulting work” (as it were) with the
seven churches in Revelation 1-3! There he walked among them, ready to
revive them, empower them, and redeploy them in his global cause.
Christ within us assures us of his full provision whatever our situation or
condition. He comes into our midst bringing resurrection victory to supply
the needs of his people and fulfill the mission of his people. Whatever more
of him we choose to seek from the Father is already ours to enjoy as we dwell
in him at the same time that he dwells within in us.
As Christ operates among us today by his Spirit, the Lord who already fills
the universe with himself (Ephesians 4) is even more eager to fill his Church
with himself (Ephesians 1).
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As noted before, we may not yet experience the quantity of the blessings
Christ promises the saints in the Consummation, but right now, every day
he unleashes within us the quality of it. For starters: Having cleansed us from
the guilt of sin, now he works among us to deliver us, day by day, from the
power of sin (1 John 2) — until the hour he comes back to forever eliminate
among us the presence of sin (1 John 3).

Jesus' Reign WITHIN Us Today:

Individual and Corporate
Expressions of His Presence
A word search of Google’s database of 5.2 million books (at the time)
revealed that, between 1960 and 2008, words and phrases that emphasize
“individuals” increasingly replaced words and phrases that highlight
“community” — terms such as “self”; “I come first”; “personal preferences”;
“I can do it myself”; “me”; and “mine.””
In a bestseller, Going Solo: The Extraordinary Rise and Surprising Appeal of
Living Alone, the author observes that 50% of the American adult population
is single. Many lives are marked by fairly tenuous and frequently temporary
associations in jobs, in marriages, with political parties, or with neighbors
next door — what one sociologist calls a “hook-up culture” (hooking up and
quickly unhooking, in all areas of life, not just in sleeping together).
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Not surprisingly, researchers conclude the fastest growing religious category
in America (now up to 30% and rising rapidly) is “unaffiliated” — sometimes
called the “nones.” Even among those who say they love God and that their
faith is important to them, there’s a growing number who make the choice
of “going it alone” — to turn from any kind of faith community, including the
Church, to go solo.
Often Scripture passages in which the word “you” is plural in the original
language are nevertheless interpreted by many readers as though “you” is
singular, applying only to an individual and addressing his or her personal
needs and concerns. Our whole culture pushes us in that direction,
reinforcing the belief that Scripture’s concerns are basically about me and
my life and my walk with the Lord.
What’s fascinating about the “spirituality” promoted in the New Testament
is that “you” most frequently appears in the plural form in the original
Greek—for example, in phrases like “Christ in you,” meaning “Christ among
you believers; Christ in the midst of you when you’re gathered together.”
Take for example Jesus’ teaching on the vine and branches in John 15. Most
believers tend to read his metaphor as an encouragement about the
fruitfulness of individual branches (each disciple) — which, of course, it is in
a secondary sense. But in context, and in the Greek, every single “you” is
actually plural. What should this tell us?
Picture a vineyard with a thick vine winding its way along supporting
trellises. Observe how its branches wrap around the vine, and then entwine
around each other forming such a unified embrace that it is nearly
impossible to focus on one single branch or one bunch of grapes.
Except for a stray branch disconnected and withered, all the others receive
the same life from the same vine, so that the health of the vine is displayed
by the combined productiveness of the branches.
The plural “you” in Jesus’ upper room discourse highlights the corporate
nature of discipleship. Take a closer look:
I am the real vine . . . You [pl] must go on growing in me and I will grow
in you [pl]. As the branch cannot bear any fruit unless it shares the life
of the vine, so you [pl] can produce nothing unless you [pl] go on
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growing in me. I am the vine itself, you [pl] are the branches . . . the
plain fact is that apart from me you [pl] can do nothing at all . . . This
is how my Father will be glorified – by you [pl] becoming fruitful and
being my disciples . . . It is I who have chosen you [pl]. I have
appointed you [pl] to go and bear fruit that will be lasting (John 15,
PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

Here’s a key principle to take from this passage, an insight that’s emphasized
throughout Scripture and to which we’ll return more than once in this
chapter:
Christ within me and Christ within us always go together.
But what he accomplishes in me is derived primarily
from what he accomplishes, first of all, among us.

Christ at Work WITHIN
Each of Us as Individuals
Let me hasten to reaffirm that Scripture never depreciates how essential it
is for every single “branch” (every disciple) grafted into Christ to receive his or
her own life-sustaining nourishment from the Vine. Though creating
community is his long-range focus, Christ greatly desires to work intimately
within each one of our lives as well — to minister to us directly, as
individuals. Let’s review a few passages that amplify this truth.
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µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Individual concern of Christ
See that you don’t look down on one of these little ones . . . Suppose
a man owns 100 sheep and one of them wanders away. Won’t he
leave the 99 sheep on the hills? Won’t he go and look for the one that
wandered off? (Matthew 18, emphasis added).

• Individual revelation from Christ
Anyone who has my commands and obeys them loves me. My Father
will love the one who loves me. I too will love him. And I will show
myself to him. Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father
will love him. We will come to him and make our home with him
(John 14, emphasis added).

• Individual intimacy with Christ
My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2, emphasis
added).

• Individual connection to Christ
The body is meant for the Lord. And the Lord is meant for the body
. . . Don’t you know that your bodies belong to the body of Christ? . . .
Anyone who is joined to the Lord becomes one with him in spirit . . . Don’t
you know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit?
(1 Corinthians 6, emphasis).

• Individual empowerment by Christ
And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet
your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of Him
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit,
who lives in you (Romans 8, emphasis added).

• Individual triumphs through Christ
Through suffering, our [individual] bodies continue to share in the
death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our
[individual] bodies. Yes, we live under constant danger of death
because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident in our
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[individual] dying bodies. So we live in the face of death, but this
has resulted in eternal life for you (2 Corinthians 4, NLT, emphasis
added).
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born again because
of what God has done . . . everyone who is a child of God has won
the battle over the world . . . Who is it that has won the battle over the
world? Only the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God . . .
Those who belong to the Son have life. Those who do not belong
to the Son of God do not have life (1 John 5, emphasis added).

• Individual refreshment from Christ
All who drink this water will be thirsty again. But anyone who drinks
the water I give him will never be thirsty. In fact, the water I give him
will become a spring of water in him. It will flow up into eternal life
(John 4, emphasis added).

• Individual restoration by Christ
Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get
away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a
real rest. Walk with me and work with me – watch how I do it. Learn
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or illfitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely
and lightly (Matthew 11, MSG, emphasis added).

• Individual strengthening in Christ
It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my weakness . . . abuse,
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so
the weaker I get, the stronger I become (2 Corinthians 12, MSG,
emphasis added).
I am content whether I have more than enough or not enough. I can
do everything by the power of Christ. He gives me strength
(Philippians 4, emphasis added).

• Individual comfort through Christ
He comforts us in all our troubles. Now we can comfort others when
they are in trouble. We ourselves have received comfort from God.
We share the sufferings of Christ. We also share his comfort. If we are
having trouble, it is so that you will be comforted and renewed. If we
are comforted, it is so that you will be comforted (2 Corinthians 1,
emphasis added).

• Individual invitations from Christ
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If any of you hears my voice
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and opens the door, I will come in and eat with you. And you will eat
with me (Revelation 3, emphasis added).

• Individual obedience to Christ
Jesus called the crowd to him along with his disciples. He said, “If
anyone wants to come after me, he must say no to himself. He must
pick up his cross and follow me. If he wants to save his life, he will lose
it. But if he loses his life for me and for the good news, he will save it”
(Mark 8, emphasis added).

• Individual witness for Christ
Stephen was full of God’s grace and power. He did great wonders and
miraculous signs among the people . . . But he was too wise for them.
They couldn’t stand up against the Holy Spirit who spoke through him . . .
All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked right at Stephen. They
saw that his face was like the face of an angel (Acts 7, emphasis
added).

• Individual surrender to Christ
I turned around to see who was speaking to me . . . His face was like
the sun shining in all of its brightness. When I saw him, I fell at his feet
as if I were dead. Then he put his right hand on me and said, “Do not
be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One”
(Revelation 1, emphasis added).

Selah
pause | think | pray

The Wrap
Christ’s work within individual Christians is never incidental, never auxiliary.
It is part and parcel of our salvation. We should desire it, expect it, receive it,
and celebrate it.
This is where the act of baptism has played such a significant role in historic
Christianity. This nearly universal initiation rite officially incorporates us into
the Christian community (whatever the specific mode of baptism is used).
But without exception it is applied to the individual, one by one.
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But for sure, by Jesus’ design (Matthew 28) the entire company of disciples
does the baptizing of members — no one baptizes himself.
Furthermore, the very words used at every baptism declare each new
believer to be incorporated into nothing less than the eternal fellowship of
the triune God from which the fraternity of Jesus’ followers derives its
existence. Literally, the original reads that we are to baptize new believers
“into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Scripture
also insists that in baptism individuals enter into a sacred, public yet personal
transaction with the Godhead through commitment to the Son.
Peter asserts in 1 Peter 3:20-22:
That water [Noah’s flood] is a picture of baptism, which now saves
you, not by removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God
from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ (AMP, emphasis added).

The Greek word rendered in this verse as “response,” or in other translations
as “pledge,” comes from the ancient business world. It refers to a verbal
promise by one merchant to another, witnessed by associates, to remain
loyal to a commercial contract just negotiated.
In other words, the apostle teaches (and what the New Testament generally
teaches) that by baptism — with the whole community attesting to the act
— individuals are pledged to Christ for the totality of his or her life, from here
to eternity.
The rite of baptism corresponds to the prior ministry of the Holy Spirit who
spiritually-speaking baptizes that person into the corporate body of Christ
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the moment they first believe (1 Corinthians 12), incorporating each into
union with God’s people locally and globally (Galatians 3).
In fact, one might go so far as to say that, in reality, Jesus himself officiates in
the midst of the congregation, serving as the “honorary” baptizer of every
person who is joining him and life in his kingdom. As John promised:
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke 3).

Despite the deeply personal nature of baptism for each individual, in light
of the community into which one is baptized, we come back to the key
principle for this chapter:
Christ within me and Christ within us always go together.
But what he accomplishes in me is derived primarily
from what he accomplishes, first of all, among us.
Next, let’s explore the corporate aspect of the “us” in “Christ within us.”

Christ at Work WITHIN the
Corporate Life of God’s People
Unlike other religions, the Christian pilgrimage ultimately does not lead to
a place (such as Mecca or Varanasi, or even the Vatican), but to a Person who
is found in the midst of a people. It leads to the company of saints who
belong to Christ and are inhabited by him, wherever they gather at any spot
on the earth or in heaven!
Spread around the globe, the Church consists of millions of life-giving
assemblies within whom Jesus has set up his throne. Wherever Jesus’
followers gather, wherever we join with others to worship him and serve
him, that’s where Jesus himself chooses to be more fully present — to dwell,
to heal, to teach, to equip, to lead.
Therefore, ecclesiology (our study of the Church) should never be divorced
from Christology (our study of the Christ). One might say that the breadth of
our ecclesiology is defined by, and then refined by, the depth of our
Christology.
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Or to say it another way: Just as there’s no such thing as a “Christless church”
— without him it ceases to be a church and becomes, at best, just a club —
even so there’s no such thing as a “churchless Christ.” You can’t have him
without his church. They arrive together inseparable, a complete package
— not only because he is over the Church to build the church, but because
he is within the Church to fill the Church.
In Chapter 3, “Christ OVER Us,” we explored how our Lord actively takes
charge in shaping his church. Now this chapter emphasizes that he does not
do this by remote control. Rather, he does it directly, as he pours himself into
the thick of the action.
Jesus waits to manifest conspicuous, concrete expressions of his reign within
any congregation that invites him to take the initiative with them, that allows
him to draw them near to him. Knowing this to be true, Paul appealed to the
Corinthian church:
With promises like this to pull us on, dear friends, let’s make a clean
break with everything that defiles or distracts us, both within and
without. Let’s make our entire lives fit and holy temples for the
worship of God (2 Corinthians 7, MSG).

As the 19th-century biblical scholar James Bannerman observed in his classic
two-volume The Church of Christ:
Christ is both the Church’s founder and its administrator – being the
ever-present source of life and influence. Christ is the Head of the
Church, breathing spiritual breath into the body at the first, and holding
it in its being ever since. If doctrine is taught, it is taught because He
has revealed it. If ordinances are administered, they are administered
in His name, and because they are His. If government is established
and exercised, it is through His appointment and authority. If saving
grace is dispensed, it is dispensed through the virtue and power of
His Spirit. If a blessing is communicated, it is because He blesses
(emphasis added).

Here are some other ways to help us dig into the essential corporate
dimensions of “Christ within us.”
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µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• The ideal in God’s redemptive plan is that people come to Christ not
in isolation but “in community.” The Church is not an ad hoc,
freewheeling association of independent, voluntary individualists. Rather
it is a sacred corps of committed disciples permanently joined to each
other because, simultaneously, like an army they are joined in life-giving
obedience to their Supreme Commander.
• We never stand entirely alone in our relationship to Christ. We are
bound inseparably to the Lord who binds to himself “one holy and
apostolic church” (as historic creeds phrase it). That’s why, for example, he
insists we serve him best by serving one another.
• Jesus’ labor of love within us reflects a fundamental reality recorded
all through Scripture. The Bible recounts the determination of our
infinite God to quicken, enrich, and transform his people by showing up
among them, again and again, to personally, persistently, and
passionately dwell among them. The bullet points that follow a few
examples:
• Within us and among us — this describes how God inhabited his
creation. According to Genesis 3, before Satan and sin entered in God
walked with Adam and Eve in Eden “in the cool of the day.” God’s desire
from the beginning was to enjoy fellowship with those made in his image.
On the other hand, because of sin Adam and Eve were cast out of Eden;
no longer was God willing to be intimate with them, drawing near to
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them, and interacting unconditionally with them. Placed at the garden’s
gate, an angel with a flaming sword made the deadly separation feel even
more severe for them. But now through Jesus, God has brought about a
cosmic reconciliation that allows, once again, for the “dwelling of God to
be among men” without reservation (Revelation 21).
• Within us and among us — this was how God led his people in the
Exodus. Calling them out of bondage, Jehovah appeared among the
Israelites by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. Similarly,
he inhabited the tabernacle they pitched in the center of the Israelite
camp. Each of the tribes surrounded his dwelling place when they pitched
their tents around it, like numbers circling the hands of a clock. But now,
in Jesus, that tabernacle has been reconstituted into a Person who is our
gathering place, so we surround him forever.
• Within us and among us — this was how God preserved Israel during
their wilderness journeys. When the Jewish pilgrims ran out of water,
Moses struck a rock (at God’s command). Miraculously a refreshing river
rushed from the boulder. For the rest of their travels the stream continued
to flow in the midst of the camp, providing for everyone’s thirst. But now,
Paul applies that episode to the greater miracle of Christ’s soul-quenching
ministry within the Church when he writes:
They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink;
for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and
that rock was Christ (1 Corinthians 10).

• Within us and among us — this was the heart of God's purpose for
the temple's Holy of Holies. When Solomon dedicated the newly built
temple, Jehovah visibly invaded it in order to impress the multitude with
his immediate, holy, sovereign presence, filling it with himself so tangibly
that no one dared enter it. This experience guaranteed that coming
generations would be constantly reminded to worship with awe the Holy
One who remained among them. But now, we freely, joyfully, unhesitatingly worship the Son — the Lamb at the center of the throne — who
makes a way for us by coming among us to bring us into God’s holy
presence without fear.
• Within us and among us — this was God's message to Israel through
the exceptional ways he revealed his presence to them. God’s fiery
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habitation of the tabernacle in the wilderness became even more
dominant in the temple at the center of Jerusalem, where it became
known as his “Shekinah Glory.” “Shekinah” is Hebrew, meaning “to dwell.”
In other words, in the fullness of his power and majesty, coupled with the
beauty and purity of his nature — that is, his “glory” — Jehovah was
willing to share the wonders of his very nature with his people by
dwelling wholeheartedly among his redeemed. But now, we see that all
of that simply foreshadowed our intimacy with the Son who abides
within us performing wonders among us no Old Testament believer ever
imagined possible.
The Son is the gleaming brightness of God’s glory. He is the exact likeness
of God’s being . . . He provided the way for people to be made pure
from sin. Then he sat down at the right hand of the King, the Majesty
in heaven (Hebrews 1, emphasis added).

• Within us and among us — such was the vision of God's future
involvement with his people promised by so many of the prophets.
Multiple forecasts from ancient seers, over many generations, spoke of
Jehovah’s permanent dwelling with his holy ones as the ultimate
outcome of history. This was graphically portrayed, for example, by the
very last Old Testament messenger, Malachi. But now, we know Malachi’s
words pointed toward Christ’s coming 400 years later when he would
refine and purify God’s people by coming among us, never to leave us.
See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to His temple; the
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come, says the
LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of His coming? Who can
stand when He appears? For He will be like a refiner’s fire or a
launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will
purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD
will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the
offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as
in days gone by, as in former years (Malachi 3-4).

• Within us and among us — this is who God declared he would
become forever upon Immanuel’s arrival. One day Malachi’s vision was
fulfilled. One day the stunning promise of Isaiah 7 became flesh and
blood — the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lord himself will give you a miraculous sign. The virgin is going
to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called
Immanuel (emphasis added).
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So now, referencing Isaiah, Matthew opened his gospel by reminding us
that “Immanuel” means “God with us” — that is, God’s Son has come to
where we are, stepping into our space and settling down in our midst
(Matthew 1:23).
• Within us and among us — this reality was signaled to the world
through the birth name given to God’s Son. It is noteworthy that at the
same time, Matthew also reported the angel’s command to Joseph to
name the baby “Jesus” because he would “save his people from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21). The Hebrew form of the Greek word “Jesus” is “Joshua,”
which means “Jehovah saves.” So now, the two names put together signify
that God’s Son has come among his people by inhabiting our race
permanently (Immanuel) in order to save us (Joshua). He has arrived
among us, to deliver us, as one of us.
• Within us and among us — this was manifested as God's ultimate
intention by the nature of Christ's incarnation. In his gospel, the
apostle John brings this truth to the forefront of his prologue with two
familiar sentences. Here they are in three contemporary translations:
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth (John 1, NIV, emphasis added).
The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like
Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to finish
(John 1, MSG, emphasis added).
And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled
(fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we [actually] saw His
glory (John 1, AMP, emphasis added).

So now, God’s Son is “tabernacling” (pitching his tent) among us in a way
that fulfills all the central themes of the tabernacle in the wilderness
(themes that were expressed even more elaborately centuries later by
Solomon’s towering temple).
• Within us and among us — this was the experience of those who
participated in Jesus' dedication day. Eight days after his birth, Jesus
arrived inside the temple when his parents dedicated him to Jehovah. At
that moment an elderly saint name Simeon, led by the Spirit, came inside,
saw the baby, took him in his arms and prophetically proclaimed:
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My eyes have seen your salvation. You have prepared it in the sight
of all nations. It is a light to be given to the Gentiles. It will be the
glory of your people Israel . . . This child is going to cause many people
in Israel to fall and to rise (Luke 2).

So now, we know Jesus is the true “Shekinah Glory” returned to the
temple, concealed in the form of a baby, visible to all who were
worshipping there that day, and available to his people today in the
glorious reality of Christ dwelling (“Shekinah”) in the midst of his followers
dwelling within his followers.
• Within us and among us — this was the hallmark of Jesus' ministry
from its inauguration. Nearly 30 years after Simeon’s prophecy over him,
Jesus rose up one Sabbath in the midst of his synagogue in Nazareth and
took the scroll of Isaiah. He began his public ministry like this:
Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was written, “God’s
Spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to
the poor, sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of
sight to the blind, to set the burdened and battered free, to
announce, ‘This is God’s year to act!’”. . . He rolled up the scroll, handed
it back . . . “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just
now in this place” (Luke 4, MSG, emphasis added).

So now, based on these words we know the Servant of the Lord openly
comforts all of us, just as claimed before his home synagogue. The truth
of who he really was among them — the fulfillment of God’s redemptive
purposes activated for them — is who he remains for the worldwide
Church.
• Within us and among us — this theme played out at every moment
throughout his ministry. This became apparent one day when Jesus
spoke of the kingdom of God as literally embodied in himself as he stood
in the midst of crowds that followed him.
Once the Pharisees asked Jesus when God’s kingdom would come. He
replied, “The coming of God’s kingdom is not something you can see
just by watching for it carefully. People will not say, ‘Here it is.’ Or,
‘There it is.’ God’s kingdom is among you” (Luke 17, emphasis added).

So now, this reality prevails in millions of congregations where Jesus
abides.
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• Within us and among us — this theme dominated Jesus' ministry
activities over and over. For example, personally he stepped into the
boat before rescuing his disciples from a storm at sea. He revealed his
glory on a mountaintop standing in the middle of both saints on earth
and saints from heaven. Frequently he banqueted with prostitutes and
thieves and tax collectors at their tables, to reach them face to face. He
visited Bethany to rest in the company of friends he deeply loved. He
cleared out commercial establishments in the temple so that every seeker,
especially from the Gentile nations, could gather together for worship
unhindered, enjoying God’s presence. He shared his last supper with
those he loved, telling them:
I have really looked forward to eating this Passover meal with you. I
wanted to do this before I suffer (Luke 22).

So now, he draws the global Church into even deeper intimacy with him
in his supremacy. He lives within us!
• Within us and among us — this remained God's commitment even
while his Son suffered for us on the cross. Stretched out in agony,
surrounded by a host of criminals and Pharisees and crowds and
followers, Jesus carried out the prediction of Isaiah 53 that says:
. . . he poured out his life unto death, and He was numbered with the
transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors (emphasis added).

So now, he wants to be counted with redeemed transgressors wherever
they assemble in his name, week by week.
• Within us and among us — this experience was a chief characteristic
of Jesus’ resurrection appearances. The day of his resurrection proved
to be no different. First he was greeted by a band of women; later he
walked seven miles with two disciples from Emmaus; then he gathered
with his followers in a second floor retreat. Next, he spent 40 days
fellowshipping with them, even eating with them. On one day he was
surrounded by 500 disciples at the same time and place
(1 Corinthians 15). So now, taking this pattern to a grander level, this same
Jesus has raised us from the dead with him together, and has seated us
with him in heavenly places together, so that we may walk in the newness
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of his risen life as he lives it out within us and among us together
(Romans 6; Ephesians 2).
• Within us and among us — this intimate display of Christ's supremacy
marked the early church through the Spirit's powerful outpouring at
Pentecost. When he ascended to the throne of Heaven, Jesus promised
to send his disciples “another advocate” just like himself to take up
residence within them and testify to them about the glory of Jesus so fully
they would never feel abandoned or “orphaned” by him (John 14). So now,
since Pentecost, Peter’s message to the people explaining what was taking
place that day has become our experience as well:
Jesus has been given a place of honor at the right hand of God. He has
received the Holy Spirit from the Father. This is what God had
promised. It is Jesus who has poured out what you now see and hear
(Acts 2, emphasis added).

• Within us and among us — this experience is how the reign of Christ
below duplicates his reign above. Ascended to rule over all creation and
all ages to come, Jesus is right now by his Spirit filling his people with the
richness of himself — calling them, conquering them, communicating
with them, collaborating with them, compelling them, completing them.
So now, as Paul puts it:
[God’s power] can’t be compared with anything else. It is at work for
us who believe. It is like the mighty strength God showed when he raised
Christ from the dead. He seated him at his right hand in his heavenly
kingdom. There Christ sits far above all who rule and have authority.
He also sits far above all powers and kings. He is above every title that
can be given in this world and in the world to come. God placed all
things under Christ’s rule. He appointed him to be ruler over everything
for the church. The church is Christ’s body. It is filled by Christ. He fills
everything in every way (Ephesians 1, emphasis added).

• Within us and among us — this is the relationship Jesus maintains
with us even when he sends us out to reach the nations. Jesus
breathed on the disciples gathered Easter evening (talk about intimacy
with him in his supremacy!), inviting them as a group to receive the Holy
Spirit. He told them he was doing this because he was sending them out
in mission together, just as the Father had sent him out in mission. Later
he promised them: “you will receive power . . . and be my witnesses.”
Note the “you” is plural — the power is shared power and the witness is
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collaborative. In Matthew 28, he made it clear that wherever they would
go he would be with them, among them, working through them.
I am with you always to the end of the age (emphasis added).

So now, we have witnessed over 20 centuries of his power-filled presence
within and among millions of ambassadors of the gospel sent out into all
the earth.
• Within us and among us — this engagement with his people will
define the reign of Christ at the Consummation from that moment
onward. “Christ within us” finds its boldest expression in the Bible’s final
book, the Revelation. Here’s what the final chapters promise is waiting for
all of us:
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem. It was coming down out of
heaven from God. It was prepared like a bride beautifully dressed for
her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne. It said, “Now God
makes his home with people. He will live with them. They will be his
people. And God himself will be with them and be their God. He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes” . . . He who was sitting on the
throne said, “I am making everything new!” (Revelation 21, emphasis
added).
There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in the city. God’s servants will serve him. They will see his face.
His name will be on their foreheads (Revelation 22, emphasis added).

So for right now, God’s people everywhere get to share in this magnificent
drama, but only as a foretaste of all that is to come. Paul summarizes that
drama going on among believers today like this:
God has planned to give a vision of the full wonder and splendor of
his secret plan for the sons of men. And the secret is simply this: Christ
is within all of you bringing with him the hope of all glorious things to
come. So, naturally, we proclaim Christ! (Colossians 1, PHILLIPS,
emphasis added).
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The Wrap
As noted earlier, ecclesiology (our study of the Church) should never be
divorced from Christology (our study of the Christ). The breadth of our
ecclesiology must be defined by, and continually refined by, the depth of
our Christology.
These two doctrines are brought together profoundly for the Church
through a very special celebration — a most unique meal, vividly portraying
the truth of Jesus abiding within us and among us.

Remember Me
Different traditions and denominations have coined different terms to speak
of the meal. Some call it the “Lord’s Supper” — a meal to help remember his
sacrifice, one that Jesus hosts by his Spirit. Others call it the “Eucharist” — a
meal by which we focus on and “give thanks” for all Jesus has done for our
salvation by his atoning death. “Communion” is another term used — a meal
where we commune with Jesus and with each other as we eat together,
reflecting on his death for us. Still others call this meal a “Mass” — a meal
viewed as a reenactment of what Christ did for us on Calvary, meant to
propel believers out in mission for Christ. “Mass” comes from Latin for “Go!”
Combining all these terms we might say that for every part of the global
Church this “dinner” emphasizes one essential, overarching theme: The
crucifixion of God’s Son — the sacrificing of his body and blood — offered
for the forgiveness of our sins, given for all of God’s people without qualification, which we receive individually, doing so corporately.
It is to this feast Jesus summons all believers. He welcomes us to gather
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around him and his table as those who share a common life from him. He
invites us and unites us to memorialize, to celebrate, to enter into all he has
suffered for us. Paul reports about the night when Jesus initiated this supper
and defined its significance:
When he had given thanks, he broke [the bread]. He said, “This is my
body. It is given for you. Every time you eat it, do it in memory of me.” In
the same way, after supper he took the cup. He said, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Every time you drink it, do it in memory of
me” (1 Corinthians 11, emphasis added).

For believers of every tradition and denomination the feast takes place as a
community activity, where jointly we “declare the Lord’s death until he comes”
(1 Corinthians 11). The early church understood the corporate symbolism of
this meal quite readily:
When we give thanks for the cup at the Lord’s Supper, aren’t we
sharing in the blood of Christ? When we break the bread, aren’t we
sharing in the body of Christ? Just as there is one loaf, so we who are
many are one body. We all eat from the one loaf (1 Corinthians 10,
emphasis added).

Most importantly, every time we eat this meal together by faith it is Jesus
himself among us who provides us himself as the real nourishment. One
might say he is the menu, the chef, and the main course, all at the same time.
The elements we partake echo his exhortation in John 6:
What I’m about to tell you is true. You must eat the Son of Man’s body
and drink his blood. If you don’t, you have no life in you. Anyone who
eats my body and drinks my blood has eternal life. I will raise him up
on the last day. My body is real food. My blood is real drink (emphasis
added).

This universal rite puts Jesus in his right-ful place among us, even as it puts
us in our proper place before him.
Every time we share the sacred meal together we reaffirm this fifth
phenomenon of Christ's supremacy:
Christ within me and Christ within us always go together.
But what he accomplishes in me is derived primarily
from what he accomplishes, first of all, among us.
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Jesus' Reign WITHIN Us Today:

We Must Give His
Supremacy the Priority
Earlier in Christ Is Now! we defined what most Christians envision when
they talk about Christ’s centrality: “Christ has a right to be at the center of
who we are, where we’re headed, what we’re doing, and how we get blessed.”
Most assuredly, he does have that right! But he is meant to be so much
more to us.
The “centrality of Christ” — Christ within us — should never be understood
apart from what is implied by the “supremacy of Christ.” The One who
inhabits his people is the One who claims, at the same time, his unqualified
right “to keep us at the center of who he is, where he is headed, what he is
doing, and how he gets blessed.” That's the ultimate impact of his supremacy
on our lives.
Imagine an empty water bottle cast into the waves of the ocean, swept out
to sea, caught up in the currents, taken deeper and further than one could
imagine. This pictures believers (individually and corporately) experiencing
a life of discipleship that thrills and thrives because we’re caught up in and
carried forward by the Father’s plan to sum up all things under Jesus as Lord.
We’re living at the center of who HE is.
Simultaneously, once lost among the waves that same bottle quickly fills
with sea water right to the top and remains that way no matter how far or
how deep the currents may take it.
In other words, at the same time we’re in Christ, he also is in us. The ocean
(Christ) that submerges the bottle into its depths, representing the reign of
Christ (supremacy), is the same ocean that floods the bottle, permeating
every bit of it, animating it with the reign of Christ (centrality).
Let’s dig into this further.
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µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Jesus is not only residing as Lord in our churches (centrality), he also
is presiding as Lord in our midst (supremacy). The Father’s goal is for
the reign of his Son over his people to be manifested to his people, then
replicated within his people, in order to be reflected and advanced
through his people.
• The One who is near to us, intimate and personal with us (centrality),
at the same time is the One transcendent over all of creation,
encompassing heaven and earth (supremacy). He imparts his universal,
all-invasive fullness into our localized, day-to-day life together. Scripture
puts it simply:
The Church is the fullness of him who fills all things with Himself
(Ephesians 1, emphasis added).

• With unchallenged dominion, our Jesus comes among us (centrality)
to exert his power however he pleases (supremacy). He does so within
each separate congregation as well as within the Church worldwide —
equally with both. He walks among his people, sustaining and
empowering us by his risen life (centrality), defining us by where he takes
us as he inhabits us (supremacy).
• He invades us with himself to gather us around himself (centrality)
so as to incorporate us into his agenda, his journey, and his triumphs
(supremacy). He indwells us (centrality) in order to draw us daily into the
adventure of giving him first place in all things (supremacy).
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• In Colossians 1:26-27 Paul calls “Christ within us” a longtime “secret,”
something God kept “hidden” from mankind but now brings into the
open through the gospel for everyone to share in. As remarkable as it
sounds, this new revelation means that, for now and forever, the King of
heaven, God’s Son, intends to make his home within God’s people.
At the end of the day the vitality of any congregation is not determined
by how many members it boasts but by how much of the fullness of Christ’s
life its members share in.
• Specifically Christ has come among us to be himself our “hope of
glory.” Hope for Christians rests in a Person — a Person who resides
among us — a Person who assumes the initiative for all future triumphs
of his people, doing so “up close and personal.” In other words, his
leadership among us today is not about only today (as vital as that is), but
also about tomorrow. The truth is that “Christ within us” should always stir
up in us great expectations — anticipations of so much more from him
(See Chapter 4, “Christ BEFORE Us”).
• Hope, we might say, is the flag a congregation flies once they wake
up to the fact that their King is already in residence. The more
intentionally and consistently Christians unite around their Radiant
Redeemer, the more their hope in him comes alive! The more we seek the
fulfillment of his reign where we live, the more the blessings of our
salvation will explode among us, the more our love for one another will
overflow between us, and the more energized our collaborative labors for
Jesus' sake will unfold with all of us.
• None of the mysterious magnificence of Colossians 1:27 is for the
sake of believers only; it also is for the blessing of many, many others
too. See how The Message translates verses 26 and 27:
This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but now it’s out
in the open. God wanted everyone, not just Jews, to know this rich and
glorious secret inside and out, regardless of their background, regardless
of their religious standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ
is in you, so therefore you can look forward to sharing in God’s glory.
It’s that simple (emphasis added).
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The good news for earth’s peoples, in every nation, is that the Christ of
God wants to do for them what he’s done for us: reconcile them to the
Father and to each other, and then inhabit them without reservation as
his forever family.
• Within us is the reigning Son of God — not just a small part of him, or
half of him, but all of him. He comes not as a sojourner, but as a
permanent resident. He has come to abide with us and minister to us —
to reign within us — for all he is.
• When the “Ascended One” plants in us his “ascended life,” he does not
do so remotely. Instead, at this hour he has entrenched himself inside
the global Church, personally employing the full spectrum of its ethnic,
national, and denominational expressions. Clearly, he has no intention of
walking away from any whom he has redeemed — not ever! Instead, he
is gathering to himself the totality of the diversity of his people in order
to reproduce in us together his royal, nobler life for the rest of eternity.
You have begun life as the new man . . . In this new man of God’s
design there is no distinction between Greek and Hebrew, Jew or
Gentile, foreigner or savage, slave or free man. Christ is all that matters
[supremacy] for Christ lives in them all [centrality] (Colossians 3:11,
PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

• And here’s the best part: The Son who comes to make his home
WITHIN us individually and corporately also brings with him every
facet of his supremacy we’ve uncovered in our studies so far. This
means (to review) when he inhabits us he comes to us undiminished in
terms of who he is TO us and FOR us; who he is OVER us and BEFORE us;
and (as we’ll survey in the next two chapters) who he is THROUGH us and
UPON us. He wants to be ALL and in ALL for ALL of us.
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The Wrap

What would it look like if the dimensions of “Christ within us” were
experienced, for instance, by a group of Christians confined for years behind
the walls of a maximum security prison? Well, it’s happening!
A "Christ Awakening movement" is unfolding in one of America's best known
maximum security prisons, where hundreds of inmates are experiencing the
impact of the presence and power of the living Christ at work in their midst.
Not long ago, about two hundred inmates memorized a four-line poem
written especially to give them a way to testify together to their experience
at East Jersey State Prison (EJSP). Since then, when gathered on Sundays
for worship, they often lift their voices to recite the verse in unison. It goes
like this:
Christ is risen in the prison!
He calls among the walls.
He dwells in the cells.
He’s the One you see at EJSP!
But, in point of fact, how can any Christian congregation anywhere, no matter
what challenges or limitations it faces, embrace any less of a vision than this?
Is not Christ risen in our midst too? Does he not also call to us in our
gatherings? Is he not dwelling in our times of worship and fellowship? Does
he not also abide within every body of believers in order to be magnified
through each one for all he is?
Should not the victories in Jesus flowing inside these prison walls become
the normal way of life for God's people serving him on the outside?
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The Primary Role of the Holy Spirit
At Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on the Church, something
extraordinary happened. God’s people experienced firsthand a preliminary
phase of Christ and his kingdom “coming with power,” a foretaste of Jesus’
final revelation at the Consummation of all things.
From that moment forward, the Spirit assumed one major assignment: to
make much of the King among his followers; to incite our love for him; to
intensify our pursuit of him; to escalate our worship of him; to enlarge our
hope in him; and to empower our mission for him.
From Pentecost forward, the Holy Spirit has provided God’s people the key
to, the reality of, and our experience of, “Christ within you, the hope of glory.”
In Scripture the third person of the Trinity is known variously as “the Spirit of
the Lord,” the “Spirit of God’s Son,” the “Spirit of Christ,” and the “Spirit of Jesus
Christ.” Such titles emphasize how the Spirit’s presence in our churches and
in our lives is wrapped up in and focused inextricably on the person and
reign of Christ himself.
This is true to such a degree that one could say the Spirit within us is
equivalent to Christ himself living among us. Therefore, at all times Christians
should “act as if” Christ is literally present among us — because by his Spirit
he literally is!
To be sure, “physically” speaking, Jesus is exalted and enthroned in heaven.
Nonetheless, at the same time by the Spirit Jesus occupies us no less tangibly,
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right here on earth among us. To say that Jesus lives and works within his
people testifies to how effectively, and vividly, the Spirit serves the Church
on Jesus’ behalf and as his personal advocate.
The Spirit represents to us — that is, he re-presents to us — the very same
Jesus who ascended on high (Acts 1), no one else and no one less. Combine
Ephesians 4 with Ephesians 1 and Ephesians 3 and you have the whole
picture: The Spirit puts Christ within us—both at a personal level, and above
all, as we come together. Notice:
The One who came down is the same as the One who went up higher
than all the heavens. He did it in order to fill all of creation
(Ephesians 4, MSG).
At the center of all this, Christ rules the church . . . The church is Christ’s
body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with
his presence (Ephesians 1, MSG).
I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower
you with inner strength through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his
home [within] your hearts as you trust in him . . . Then you will be
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes
from God (Ephesians 3, NLT).

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Without question, where the Spirit abides all of Jesus abides, in all
his fullness. Above all else, the Spirit brings to us a witness to the Son
that makes him so real to God’s people that it is as if he were bodily
spending every moment among us.
• Thus we can say that because of the Spirit, the Lord Jesus is fully
within every congregation of believers on planet Earth. Not just part
of him is there, but ALL of him. And wherever Jesus dwells, the triune God
is fully involved.
• Jesus’ abiding presence within his people by his Spirit brings the gift
of life to each one of his own.
I will ask the Father. And he will give you another Friend to help you
and to be with you forever. The Friend is the Spirit of truth . . . you
know him. He lives with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you
like children who don’t have parents. I will come to you . . . Because I
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live, you will live also. On that day you will realize that I am in my
Father. You will know that you are in me, and I am in you (John 14).

• Even though Christ is sitting at the Father’s right hand, by the Spirit
he can manifest himself within every gathering of his people, in
every part of the earth, in equal measure, all at the same time. The
Spirit keeps the Son “within reach” of the whole Body of Christ at every
moment, in every place. By the Spirit, Christ is prepared to pour into
every single congregation of believers more of his risen life with all its
power, giving himself to them in ways fitted exactly to each group’s
situation.
• The Spirit reveals to us everything we require in order to know
Christ and enjoy his reign right now. Moment by moment the Spirit
connects the Church directly to Jesus. He is the invasion of, habitation of,
activation of, manifestation of, and application of Jesus’ sovereignty
among his saved ones. That’s why Scripture defines our life in Jesus today
primarily as “life in the Spirit.”
• As the Spirit activates the reign of Christ in the midst of the Church,
he gives us “interim” experiences of what the lordship of Christ will
feel like throughout all ages to come. In fact, this global invasion of
Jesus through the Spirit provides a preview of the community life that
awaits us when the triune God dwells among us forever in the new
Jerusalem “that comes down out of heaven” (Revelation 21) — as we’ll
explore in depth in the chapter “Christ UPON us.”
• Accordingly, the Spirit serves as the Father’s down payment guaranteeing to us that we will inherit all he has promised about
everlasting life in his Son. That’s why the Spirit brings into the
community of God’s people regular, practical foretastes of our
anticipated inheritance. Therefore, we should expect to experience in
our congregations a “sampling” of the quality of life in Christ awaiting
us at the climax of all things, when we will taste fully both the quality
and the quantity of life in Christ. Remember this promise from Jesus:
But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth. He will not speak on his own. He will speak only what he hears.
And he will tell you what is still going to happen. He will bring me glory
(John 15, emphasis added)
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• Christ redeemed us so that this “life in the Spirit” might replace the
deadly curse of the Law. The New Testament claims:
Now Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law’s condemnation . . . that the blessing promised to Abraham might reach the
Gentiles through Jesus Christ, and the Spirit might become available
to us all by faith (Galatians 3, PHILLIPS).

• In place of the curse, the Spirit brings us into uninterrupted intimacy
with Christ in his supremacy, consuming us more and more with the
vision of his greatness and glory. The Holy Spirit refines us, purges us,
reforms us, revives us, and empowers us every time he opens us to fresh
dimensions of the ministry of Christ within us, all of which fulfills in us the
righteous ways of the Law.
• It follows then, that when we are “filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5),
individually or corporately, we find ourselves more fully occupied
with Christ alone. Unavoidably, a person or a congregation will swell
with the Spirit’s activity as, with one heart, we allow him to carry out his
ministry without resistance, as he draws our focus in all things to Christ
alone, for his sake alone.
• The Spirit fills us every time he leads us into a fuller share of the
fullness found in Jesus. He does this by giving us “accessibility,” which
allows us to freely come to Christ, and also by giving us “capability,” which
enables us to freely respond to him as we come to him. In other words, he
makes Christ accessible to us as if literally we were standing before his
throne in heaven itself. At the same time, he makes us capable of sensing
and receiving more of Christ as if physically his throne were planted
among us here on earth.
• In John 7, Jesus pictured the Spirit’s ministry on his behalf by using
the image of rivers flowing into the midst of thirsty disciples — rivers
of living water from which they may freely drink.
On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to
the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! Anyone who
believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, “Rivers
of living water will flow from his heart.”

• Furthermore, according to John 7, the Spirit’s life-giving activity
among God’s people comes to us in direct relationship to Christ’s
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ascension and inauguration on high. The apostle adds for his readers
an interpretation of what Jesus said:
When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who
would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not
yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory
(NLT, emphasis added).

• In John 7, Jesus taught that this river of the Spirit, bringing his
fullness to his followers, would flow from out of a “heart.” But whose
heart did he mean? Many scholars believe Jesus was not referring to the
heart of disciples (though that might happen as well) but that he was
primarily referring to his own heart.
When he cites this river as the one forecast by Scripture, the passage most
scholars believe he had in mind was the prophetic vision in Ezekiel 47,
where we read in part:
The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple. I saw water
flowing east from under a temple gateway . . . He led me through
water that was up to my ankles . . . up to my knees . . . up to my waist
. . . now the water had risen so high that it was deep enough to swim
in . . . Then he led me back to the bank of the river. When I arrived
there, I saw a large number of trees. They were on both sides of the
river . . . it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into it, the water
there becomes fresh. Large numbers of creatures will live where the
river flows . . . So where the river flows everything will live.

The river here represents the Spirit sent from Jesus to God’s people. For
Jesus, this visionary river flowing out of Ezekiel’s Holy of Holies, giving life
to creation wherever it runs, is a picture of the Holy Spirit being poured
out from him as the King-Priest of the universe, and from his throne, where
he reigns supreme. Into the midst of the Church, the Spirit brings to God’s
people life from Jesus, life in Jesus — the life that is Jesus — not only on
the day of Pentecost but throughout this entire age, wherever streams of
the Spirit keep flowing across the earth.
• The Spirit liberates us in order for us to experience a full, face to face
encounter with the exalted Lord Jesus in our midst, so as to
transform us into much more of his likeness. We read:
But when anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the
Lord is the Holy Spirit. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, freedom is also
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there . . . So we are being changed to become more like him so that we
have more and more glory. And this glory comes from the Lord, who
is the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 3, emphasis added).

The principle? We become more like the person with whom we spend the
most time, the one on whom we are focused the most. By the Spirit, Jesus
dwells within us so we might dwell upon him.
• Why is the Spirit frequently called “HOLY”? As we know, in Scripture to
make something “holy” means “to set it apart” or “to consecrate it for
sacred purposes.” There are at least three ways the word “holy” accurately
pinpoints who the Spirit is, what he does, and what this means for putting
“Christ within us.”
(1) He is God, third person of the Trinity. Therefore, inherently as God
he is set apart as the One who is totally unique in his person and in his
mission. Not only is he unlike every other spirit in the universe, but also
he is the only spirit whose primary assignment is to exalt Christ among
God’s people.
(2) Next, his mission in God’s redemptive plan is “to consecrate”
Christ—that is, to set apart God’s Son before the eyes of God’s people.
He has come to reveal God’s Son more fully to God’s people; to help us see
Jesus as incomparable, preeminent, and supreme; to honor him as Head
among his people so we continue to celebrate his majesty and serve him
as Lord of all, faithfully giving him his rightful place in our midst. As a
result, the Church will be able to take similar action that glorifies Christ
before the rest of creation (Ephesians 3:9-10).
(3) Finally, of parallel importance, his mission involves his every eﬀort
“to consecrate” (make holy) God’s people themselves — to set them
apart for Christ. The Spirit does this as he draws us more and more into
the fullness of Christ’s supremacy, separating us unto Christ so that we live
at the center of all he is, where he is headed, what he is doing, and how
he gets blessed.
• When the Church is filled with the Spirit and led by the Spirit, the
evidence of this is how God’s people walk in daily repentance —
immediately renouncing anything that competes with the glory of
Christ. The Spirit helps us to set our hearts on the reign of Christ, to live
in continual readiness for more of Christ, to eagerly follow him wherever
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he wants to take us, and to do so at any cost. In response, we turn away
from all that might move us onto a different path that diverts our
affections and focus away from Jesus. Every time the Spirit draws us into
deeper intimacy with Jesus, it isn’t long before we see the contrast of our
own imperfections in the light of his holiness. It is also there, in his
presence, that we find liberating repentance.
• Scripture tells us that anything in our lives, individually or
corporately, found to be incompatible with the person and
supremacy of Christ, if not renounced and put away, “resists” the
Spirit (Acts 7), “grieves” the Spirit (Ephesians 4), and “quenches” the
Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5). Why is this? It is because any disloyalty or
disobedience toward God’s Son runs counter to the Spirit’s passion to give
him his rightful place among God’s people. Repentance, on the other
hand, keeps us reaffirming and re-embracing the preeminence of Jesus
once we realize what our Christ-denying desires, decisions, and actions
have done to hurt his heart and his kingdom purposes.
• The Spirit’s mission “to put Christ within us” includes the rich biblical
teachings about the gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12, 14;
Romans 12) and the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5). By the “gifts of
the Spirit” the Church is equipped to share in the ministry of Christ
operating among us and through us. By the “fruit of the Spirit” the Church
shares in the character of Christ lived out among us and in us. Both the
gifts and the fruit are evidences of Jesus’ interpersonal involvement with
his people — manifesting his presence and filling us with himself in the
same ways he is filling the entire universe with himself right now
(recounted in Ephesians 1 and 4).
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The Wrap
From these preliminary insights one thing is clear: The Holy Spirit is not
content to postpone until eternity our getting to know God’s Son, or our
being ignited in passion toward God’s Son, or our delighting in communing
with fellow Christians gathered around God’s Son.
Abiding within us, the Holy Spirit is determined to engage us with Jesus, at
all costs, in ways that make our devotion to Jesus and to each other grow
deeper with every passing day, as we become more fervent in our service to
the Savior and to all those he loves.
To our everlasting joy, the Spirit makes tangible and experiential one of the
richest treasures offered to believers in the Word: He puts “Christ within us.”
The Spirit unlocks for us the gold mine that comes from knowing God’s Son
intimately. He does this by making Christ so real and present to us that it is
as if the Son is setting up house among us to bless us unconditionally.
By pouring out his Spirit upon us, Jesus’ engagement with us “here” remains
directly related to who he is and what he’s doing “there.” The Spirit assures
us that Christ’s “supremacy” within God's purposes will always be paired with
his “intimacy” within God’s people. The Christ who took on flesh but now
dwells with the hosts above, still dwells among those of flesh below —
specifically by pouring his Spirit into us without limits.
For the one whom God sent speaks the authentic words of God —
and there can be no measuring of the Spirit given to him! The Father
loves the Son and has put everything into his hand (John 3, PHILLIPS,
emphasis added).
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We Become Jesus’ Temple,
Jesus’ Body, Jesus’ Bride
The story at the start of this chapter told how the performance of a group
of basketball players was radically altered simply by adding one enthusiastic
and gifted member to the team. That story is symbolic for what can happen
to any community of Christians when Christ resides within them and works
out his purposes for them in power.
The New Testament describes three metaphors to highlight the significant
impact “Christ within us” inherently has on the corporate life of God’s people:
He fashions us into a living temple; he forges us into a coordinated body; he
draws us as his bride into a sacred marriage. Let’s look at all three.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• The first metaphor: Christ fashions us into a living "TEMPLE."
As we’ve seen, God’s Son is the New Testament’s answer to the Old
Testament temple’s “Shekinah Glory.” Christ abiding within his churches
by his Spirit transforms every congregation from a collection of
individuals into a singular sacred “sanctuary.”
We are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In Him the whole
building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.
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And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in
which God lives by His Spirit (Ephesians 2, emphasis added).
As you come to Him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by
God and precious to Him – you also, like living stones, are being built
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2, emphasis
added).

• In a sense, Jesus’ resurrected body has become the central temple for
all of creation from which the secondary temple made up of all the
redeemed derives its identity. During his earthly ministry, Jesus made
it clear that when he defeated death, his glorified physical body would
be the true, eternal temple, replacing the physical temple in Jerusalem.
Now wherever he dwells becomes a consummate meeting place between
God and his people forever. That time has come.
“Destroy this temple. I will raise it up again in three days” . . . The
temple Jesus had spoken about was his body. His disciples later
remembered what he had said after he had been raised from the dead.
Then they believed (John 2, emphasis added).
I tell you that one who is more important than the temple is here.
(Matthew 12, emphasis added).
I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple (Revelation 21, emphasis added).

• In him, we too have become a “Holy House,” reconstituting our life
together into something sublime and sacred, carrying sobering
repercussions:
No one can lay any other foundation than the one that has already
been laid. That foundation is Jesus Christ. A person may build on it . . .
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple? God’s Spirit
lives in you. If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him.
God’s temple is holy. And you are that temple (1 Corinthians 3, emphasis
added).

• Jesus is both “cornerstone” and “keystone” of this life-giving
structure. A cornerstone is the first stone set in the construction of a
building. It determines the position of the building and unites and
supports two walls where they come together. In the same way, Jesus, as
the cornerstone, is the solid foundation upon which the Church is built
so that it might be brought together and kept together in true unity and
true direction.
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A keystone is inserted in the middle at the top of an arch, finishing and
joining the two sides of the arch. It is the final stone placed in the arch,
which locks all the stones into position, and is held in place by bearing the
weight of the supporting columns. Even so, Jesus pulls together in himself
the diverse expressions of the Church (originally this meant Jews and
Gentiles) to fashion one grand and glorious framework, with him as its firm
focal point.
• The second metaphor: Christ forges us into a coordinated "BODY."
Jesus within his people transposes us into an organism resembling a fully
functioning human body with himself serving as central control — as its
head. Churches call believers “members” for good reason. It refers not to
a static, organizational roster but to colleagues bound in a community,
the way hands, feet, legs, and ears compose a “body” — dynamic, vibrant,
collaborating.
[God] has appointed Him the universal and supreme Head of the
church [a headship exercised throughout the church], which is His
body, the fullness of Him Who fills all in all [for in that body lives the full
measure of Him Who makes everything complete, and Who fills
everything everywhere with Himself] (Ephesians 1, AMPC, emphasis
added).

• To speak of Christ’s “headship” over this body (his people) is not
simply another way to describe what his lordship involves. Far more,
it pictures him as actively engaged throughout every expression of
the Church and within every facet of its life. As the human brain
controls, monitors, and coordinates the limbs, organs, and every system
of the human body down to its most infinitesimal component, Jesus is
personally concerned for each of us individually and with all of us collectively — supporting, stimulating, sustaining, and synthesizing us as he
shapes us into a society of saints in heaven and on earth.
• As the Head, Jesus takes direct responsibility for every aspect of the
"body life" of the Church — from its health, to its growth, to its
worship, to its battles with darkness, to its coordinated activities for
advancing kingdom purposes. He determines its identity, its nature, its
attributes, its achievements, its future.
Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect
the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the
whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
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grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work
(Ephesians 4).
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts
form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one
Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free
– and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is
not made up of one part but of many (1 Corinthians 12).

• Jesus’ identity with his people means the sufferings of members of
his body become very personal for him as the Head, as if it were
happening to him because of his intimacy with us. One opponent of
the early church learned this truth firsthand when the ascended Jesus
confronted him with these words:
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me [harassing, troubling, and
molesting Me]? . . . I am Jesus, Whom you are persecuting. It is
dangerous and it will turn out badly for you to keep kicking against
the goad” (Acts 9, AMP).

• The third metaphor: Christ draws us to himself to be his "BRIDE."
Puritan theologian Jonathan Edwards taught that according to the Bible
the grand goal of human history is “to provide God’s Son with a spouse,”
made up of the redeemed of all the ages.
• In John 3, the Baptizer prefigured the New Testament’s bride
metaphor when he predicted at the outset of Jesus’ public ministry:
The bride belongs to the groom. The friend who helps the groom
waits and listens for him. He is full of joy when he hears the groom’s
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become more
important. I must become less important.

• The most familiar portrayal of Christ as a husband for his Church is
found in Ephesians 5.
The church follows the lead of Christ. In the same way, wives should
follow the lead of their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your
wives. Love them just as Christ loved the church. He gave himself up
for her. He did it to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her
with water and the word. He did it to bring her to himself as a brightly
shining church. He wants a church that has no stain or wrinkle or any
other flaw. He wants a church that is holy and without blame.
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• Certainly, marriage is a “mystery” whether on a human level or as an
expression of the intimacy of Christ's supremacy among his people.
Just as husband and wife are declared to be “one flesh,” so the Church is
“one spirit” with Christ (1 Corinthians 6) who nourishes us and cherishes
us, laboring among us to purify us, intending one day soon to present the
Church before the Father as a glorious “bride” prepared by him to spend
eternity by his side — as it was with Eve in Genesis 1, taken from Adam’s
side to be by his side as co-regent with her husband.
• In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul drew on the idea of a woman engaged to
become a bride as the metaphor that helped clarify the burden of his
ministry to God’s people.
My jealousy over you is the right sort of jealousy, for in my eyes you
are like a fresh unspoiled girl who I am presenting as fiancé to your
true husband, Christ himself. I am afraid that your minds may be
seduced from a single-hearted devotion to him ( PHILLIPS).

• Finally, the Bible envisions a bride (the Church) joining her groom
(Jesus) in an unprecedented wedding celebration as a way of representing the final outcome for God’s people at the consummation of
the ages.
Let us give him the glory, for the wedding-day of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready . . . Happy are those who are
invited to the wedding-feast of the Lamb! (Revelation 19, PHILLIPS,
emphasis added).
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The Basis for the Unity
of God’s People
In light of all we've covered in this chapter it makes sense for us to take a
moment to ponder what Paul asks in 1 Corinthians 1: “Is Christ divided?”
Note that the apostle does not ask, “Is the Church divided?” The question is
about Christ: Can he be divided. The apostle’s choice of words is intentional,
suggesting that whatever happens inside the community of Christ followers
impinges directly on Christ himself.
Our identity and destiny intertwine with him even as he intertwines with us,
dwelling within us, walking among us. Therefore, whenever we pull away
from each other it is as if we were dissecting Christ, carving him up into pieces.
A fundamental question for the worldwide Church as well as for any local
church struggling to maintain the unity of the Spirit (Ephesians 4) must be:
If Christ himself cannot be divided up
why do we insist on dividing up among ourselves?
If Christ cannot be compartmentalized — if we can’t separate who he is as
God’s Son from all he is among us — then how can we who call ourselves
by Jesus’ name justify remaining indefinitely separated from, indifferent
toward, suspicious of, competitive with, or worse, in opposition to one
another?
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On the contrary, the reality is that when any of us accepts Jesus as Lord
automatically we accept all others who have accepted him as their Lord because
in God’s sight all believers “abide in him” even as he “abides in us.” Therefore,
it is incongruous for Christians to choose to love certain “parts” of his Body
rather than all of his Body — since it is his Body!.
Loving one another is inseparable from loving Jesus, who is alive in our midst
— they go hand in hand. Out of our solidarity with him we are called to
“submit to one another” specifically “out of reverence for Christ” to whom we
are accountable (Ephesians 5). In fact, if we “sin against a brother” the Father
interprets that as actually “sinning against Christ himself” (1 Corinthians 8).
What true believer wants to be found guilty of doing that?
On the other hand, the truth in Jesus says this:
You have been made holy because you belong to Christ Jesus. God
has chosen you to be his holy people. He has done the same for all
those everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is their Lord
and ours (1 Corinthians 1, emphasis added).

Therefore, drawing on the wisdom of Colossians 3, let’s weave our life
together with a love that “binds all things together,” allow the “shalom of
Christ to rule” so as to preserve our unity, as we also strengthen our bond by
how we allow “the message about Christ to dwell in [us] richly” throughout
all we do as his community (Colossians 3).
Positionally (by the nature of who we are in Christ) and inherently (by the
nature of who Christ is in us) — though not necessarily organizationally —
we are one, locally and globally. In turn, this God-given relational unity with
Christ should encourage vital demonstrations of cooperational unity among
us for Jesus' sake.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• The New Testament word for “church” comes from the Greek
“ecclesia,” meaning “those called out” or “those assembled,”
suggesting one facet of what unites believers in Christ. The issue is
not so much about what we have been called out from (“transferred from
the domain of darkness,” Colossians 1) as it is Who we have been called
forth to join (“into the kingdom of God’s dear Son,” Colossians 1). Into the
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Savior’s sphere and around the Savior’s seat all believers have been
assembled.
• Around A.D. 300, however, another, more popular word came into
vogue also translated “church,” from the Greek word kyriakon
meaning “of the Lord.” It indicated how Christian unity is sealed by
Christ’s ownership of us. “Kyriakon” was used of houses of Christian
worship because when believers gathered there for times of adoration
and instruction they submitted to Jesus’ rule among them, and thus to
each other.
As those who are “of one Lord,” we belong to his captive people who
stretch out across the earth and across the ages, the “communion of saints”
in heaven and earth. The Church is an uncommon fellowship, bound in
the Spirit, alive unto and because of one Lord, who works within us
equally, to will and do his good pleasure. Our Master is no “respecter of
persons.” He invades and invigorates every stream of the Church without
discrimination because we all belong to him without exception.
• Combining “kyriakon” with “ecclesia” helps clarify the “glorious
riches” of the gospel, which is “Christ within you” (Colossians1).
Christians are called out of a fallen world to reconvene around Christ as
the One to whom we belong, intimately, totally, and exclusively. When
believers say, “We’re going to church on Sunday,” we profess that we’re
stepping aside from ordinary routines to reconnect with those who
belong to Jesus — to meet with our Lord together, joined as one people
to celebrate him, to learn from him, to feed on him, and then to be sent
out by him.
• This oneness is God’s design for every congregation, of every
denomination, from every nation, in every generation. The fact is,
every assembly of God’s people is meant to be a microcosm or prototype
of what will one day be true in the entire universe when Jesus brings
everything to culmination around himself — when all the saved join him
to exhibit one fabulous forever family.
• Thus, in a very real sense, wherever Jesus dwells, there the whole
church also resides because the whole church already is in union
with him just as he already is in union with us and abides in the midst
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of us. The person of Christ indwelling the people of Christ — this is the
supreme reality for every stream of the Church, whether Protestant,
Evangelical, Catholic, Pentecostal, Anglican, or Orthodox.
• The One who unites us is so much greater than what often divides us.
He is not only the center but also the circumference — the outer boundary
— of our life together. There’s nothing beyond him to tear us apart.
Various traditions and doctrines we may debate; this can be healthy for
strengthening our grasp on truth inside the Church. But at the core, we
all share in the same Christ, who in his holy love walks and works among
us, desiring to become the singular obsession of his people everywhere.
• Pervasively active among his people, Jesus transforms the Church as
a whole into a new creation, a new nation, a new ethnicity — a brand
new kind of being — one "new man," as Scripture calls us. Barriers that
usually push apart humans in this world — tradition, politics, race, ethnic
background, age, nationality, culture, social status — should no longer
define how believers view one another. Instead, Christ alone defines us as
one “new man” in him! Colossians 3 declares:
You have finished with the old man and all he did and have begun
life as the new man, who is out to learn what he ought to be,
according to the plan of God. In this new man of God’s design there is
no distinction between Greek and Hebrew, Jew or Gentile, foreigner
or savage, slave or free man. Christ is all that matters for Christ lives in
them all (PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

• In other words, instead of being defined by cultural advantages,
social influence, theological sophistication, denominational labels,
or ministry specialties, our identity rests in Christ alone, living and
reigning among us. When we truly accept the fact that right now all of
us are seated in heavenly places around our one Lord, Jesus the Messiah
(Ephesians 2), much of what we try to use to justify distances among
various camps of believers — experiential, racial, ecclesiastical separations
— will be seen by us for what they truly are: irrelevant, unhelpful,
unhealthy outlooks that are utterly counterproductive to advancing
Christ’s global cause.
• The unifying force of King Jesus presiding in our midst means that
cooperating with him by cooperating with each other will empower
the global Church to decisively display his saving majesty to the
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forces of darkness, confounding them in the process (Ephesians 3).
As a precursor of Jesus’ final victory throughout all of creation, God’s
people united here and now provides all spiritual powers in heaven and
on earth a profound precursor of how God’s great redemptive plan will
triumph in the end.
• Demonic dominions are forced to behold — but cannot refute or
repel — Jesus demonstrating his role of reconciliation in God’s
eternal plan by the undeniable unity he sovereignly displays
throughout his global Church.
But he gave me the grace to preach to the non-Jews about the
wonderful riches that Christ gives. God told me to make clear to
everyone how the mystery came about . . . He wanted the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly world to come to know his great wisdom.
The church would make it known to them. That was God’s plan from
the beginning. He has worked it out through Christ Jesus our Lord
(Ephesians 3).

• In other words, before heaven and earth Jesus is the depository of
all the wisdom required to bring about our salvation — all of it
embodied in him who is embedded within us.
I’m also concerned for everyone who has not met me in person. I
want their hearts to be made cheerful and strong. I want them to be
joined together in love. Then their understanding will be rich and
complete. They will know the mystery of God. That mystery is Christ.
All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in him
(Colossians 2).

• Our unity in Christ requires that we respond to one another here in
a manner reflective of how we expect to respond to one another
there — in the day of his appearing when we surround him around
his throne, in full view of his face. We should show our love to God’s
people everywhere, beginning with those with whom we worship and
with whom we serve, because who Jesus will be among us then is
precisely who he is among us here and now, every time we gather or
scatter in his name.

Selah
pause | think | pray
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The Wrap

Christ inhabiting his people brings about a unity of life and purpose that can
come about no other way. Knowing this full well, Jesus prayed:
I have given them the glory that you gave me,
that they may be one as we are one —
I in them and you in me—
so that they be brought to complete unity.
Then the world will know that
you sent me
and have loved them
even as you have loved me . . .
I have made you known to them,
and will continue to make you known
in order that the love you have for me
may be in them
and that I myself
may be in them
(John 17, NIV).

What is Jesus claiming in his prayer? His desire is that his dwelling within us
remains forever what unites us. Why is this? It’s because he comes to us to
abide with us as the epiphany of God’s glory for us.

376 Who Christ Is WITHIN Us Today:

Jesus gives us God’s glory because he is God’s glory “full of grace and truth”
(John 1). Jesus reveals this glory to us in a way that is up close and personal,
as the Spirit unites us with a singular passion that burns for him alone.
Unlike other world religions, the focus for Christians is not on a place but on
a Person. Wherever he dwells among his followers, there we become his
“place” — because he is there.
Any sense we may have of his “absence” is merely an experience of his
temporary bodily absence. But by his Spirit he is among us fully — more real
for us than anything earthly, material, or visible.
In recent wars, some American journalists have been “embedded” with troops
on the frontlines, right in the thick of battles, able to report to their readers
precisely what is taking place. In the same way, our Lord Jesus has
embedded himself with his “troops.” He is on active duty among us as his
kingdom advances among the nations — not as a visiting reporter, but as
our Chief Intercessor; not as an observer, but as our Supreme Commander.
There he is!
This is true for believers worshipping on a Sunday evening in a maximum
security prison. This also is true for a Bible study group that gathers in a Masai
village in Kenya. This is equally true of a house church meeting secretly in
China or Saudi Arabia. There he is!
This is no more true if the group is much larger, such as the more than one
million men summoned in 1997 to the Mall in Washington, DC, to spend a
day in prayer for national revival, or 800,000 worshippers attending the
largest church in the world every Sunday. The size of the group is not
relevant. The supremacy of the Savior at the vortex of the group is all that
matters!
Isn’t this what Jesus promised to all of his disciples, no matter where they
meet or how many convene? We read in Matthew 18:
What you lock on earth will be locked in heaven. What you unlock on
earth will be unlocked in heaven. Again, here is what I tell you.
Suppose two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for. My
Father in heaven will do it for you. Where two or three people meet
together in my name, I am there with them (emphasis added).

If that isn't solid proof of his supremacy, what on earth would be?
There he is!
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Postcript

Jesus’ Reign WITHIN Us Today:
It Brings the Fear of the Lord

As we’ve seen, every time we as believers gather in his name, in every
congregation on planet Earth, the Lord Jesus is fully there, presiding as King.
Not just part of him, but all of him. Not passively but actively — in all
of his majesty. Not reigning without us or against us, but rather near us and
among us.
Since this glorious Redeemer has decided to make himself at home within
his people, one hallmark of our churches must become“the fear of the Lord.”
That phrase, “the fear of the Lord,” appears frequently throughout Scripture.
In its New Testament expression it might be defined best as:
taking God’s Son as seriously as God does.
This outlook profoundly marked the early church. Take for example:
The whole church and all who heard about these things were filled
with fear (Acts 5, emphasis added).
The Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus heard about this. They were all
overcome with fear. They held the name of the Lord Jesus in high
honor (Acts 19, emphasis added).

“The fear of the Lord” caused a band of leaders in the Corinthian church to
deal decisviely with persistent sin in their congregation. One of their
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members, refusing to renounce sexual relations with his stepmother, had to
be expelled. Here’s how Paul helped set the stage for the step they needed
to take:
Shouldn’t you have put the man who did that out of your church? . . .
When you come together in the name of our Lord Jesus . . . the power of
our Lord Jesus will also be with you . . . hand that man over to Satan.
Then his sinful nature will be destroyed. His spirit will be saved on the
day the Lord returns . . . Don’t you know that just a little yeast works
its way through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of that evil person!
(1 Corinthians 5, emphasis added).

Clearly, the indwelling “power of the Lord” and the corresponding “fear of
the Lord” became for them the primary impetus toward bold, righteous
action.
“The fear of the Lord” best describes John’s response in Revelation 1 when
he beheld the Son in ascended glory walking among seven Asian congregations. The apostle prostrated himself before his Lord in wonder-filled
trepidation — and stayed there until Jesus said to him, “Fear not.”
This was the the same response Jesus desired from each of the churches he
addressed through John, as well. He probed for "awe and reverence,” for
example, by how he confronted the Laodicean church:
Since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you
out of my mouth! You say, “I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t
need a thing!” And you don’t realize that you are wretched and
miserable and poor and blind and naked . . . I correct and discipline
everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference. Look!
I stand at the door and knock (Revelation 3, NLT, emphasis added).

In point of fact, Scripture calls churches everywhere today to intentionally
test the degree of their corporate experience of “the fear of the Lord” — to
carefully examine themselves for evidence that they are giving Jesus his
rightful place among them as Lord of all.
A chief concern of every congregation should be this:
How can we demonstrate undeniable evidence
that we are seriously living out the truth
that the risen, reigning Son of God
is daily moving and ministering within our congregation
in order to involve us in his kingdom purposes?
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That’s a test worth administering frequently. The stakes are high.
When Paul sensed that a body of believers was moving away from an
undiminished focus on the reign of Christ among them, he became intensely
concerned, urging them to take this test:
Christ is speaking through me. He is not weak in dealing with you. He
is powerful among you . . . take a good look at yourselves to see if you
are really believers. Test yourselves. Don’t you realize that Christ Jesus
is in you? Unless, of course, you fail the test! (2 Corinthians 13, emphasis
added).

Paul carried this same burden for all the churches he served. Often he was
distressed by how some were being led away from Christ into the quicksand
of legalism and self-righteousness. In his desperate efforts to reintroduce
them to their Savior’s sufficiency and supremacy, Paul portrayed himself as
a mother travailing all over again, trying to give birth to a child she thought
she had already delivered! He writes:
You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own
children because God sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying
out, “Papa! Father!” . . . Do you know how I feel right now, and will feel
until Christ’s life becomes visible in your lives? Like a mother in the pain
of childbirth. (Galatians 4, MSG, emphasis added).

He took on this degree of spiritual anguish because God's Son, residing in all
his fullness in the midst of them, must be taken as seriously as God takes him.
Heartfelt reverence toward Christ must mark all believers, not only when
combating apathy or sin, but also when gathering to worship him or joining
to collaborate with him. Out of a conscious awareness of the awesomeness
of the One within us, we will be far more likely to obey him, bringing forth
his works “with fear and trembling” because we know he is among us
“working in us to will and do his good pleasure” (Philippians 2).
“The fear of the Lord.” How can a church settle for less as we surround the
throne, occupied by the Lamb who occupies simultaneously our personal
walk with him as well as our life together in him?
To take God's Son as seriously as God does requires all of us to give Jesus
both the centrality and the the supremacy he deserves — in everything, at
all times, and in every way (Colossians 1).
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A Tribute
Paraphrasing and personalizing a wide selection of Scriptures
Father, we come to you to proclaim the name of your Son together —
to spread his fame, embrace his reign, increase his gain, and honor his
claim about who he is within us. As we do, awake us to him afresh for
ALL that he is. May the praise we bring to him in these moments come
forth alive in us by your Spirit and rise up as a blessing to you forever.
We use your Word to magnify your Son, without whom we are nothing
and can do nothing. This tribute is all for Christ alone, our one and only
hope of glory, and the hope of all the nations.
Lord Jesus Christ, this is our tribute to you—
our tribute to who you are WITHIN us.
You, the One who sits in the center of heaven’s throne, also dwell
within your people in equal measure. As Revelation portrays you, you
walk among your churches, like a priest among lampstands, in the
majesty of your ascendancy. To use the words of Zechariah, you are a
wall of fire around us, but you also are the glory of God within us.
Borrowing words from David, we have lifted our gates. Therefore you,
the King of glory, may come in. You have invaded our midst to conquer
us and to draw us to yourself.
As you inhabit us as your living temple, made up of us as your living
stones, even so you have become within us the fulfillment of the
Shekinah cloud that once blazed in Israel’s Holy of Holies. Therefore,
we must be silent. We humble ourselves under your mighty hand, that
you, at work among us, might lift us at the right time and in the right
way, for your sake alone.
Christ Is NOW!
The riches of the mystery of the gospel is this:
YOU, the one anointed to reign over heaven and earth;
YOU, the one anointed to fulfill all the prophecies and promises of
God;
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YOU, the one anointed to bring all of God’s purposes to their
consummation;
YOU, the one anointed to have first place in everything;
YOU, the Christ of God;
YOU dwell within your people!
You have given us intimacy with you in your supremacy. You do so in
order to take us with you into the completion of every hope we have
in you. You come among us to remove all veils, so that we might keep
gazing on you face to face. Now your Spirit can keep transforming us
into your likeness, individually and collectively, with ever-increasing
glory.
Christ Is NOW!
Because we each have been crucified with you, no longer do any of us
really live; it is you living in us! Because you rose again, even when we
suffer for you, your life is revealed in us, within the weaknesses of our
mortal bodies. Inwardly you renew your people day by day.
No wonder, like the Emmaus disciples, our hearts burn within us
because you are always present within us, sharing yourself with us,
magnifying yourself to us by your Spirit and by your Word. Every time
we gather together in your name, you are in the midst of us, declaring
God’s glory to your brothers and sisters.
In fact, you rise up in the presence of the congregation to actually join
with us as we sing our praises to the Father. As Zephaniah predicted:
You are our mighty Deliverer; you are the One in the midst of us. You
take great delight in us. You are here, right now, not only rejoicing with
us but rejoicing over us with songs of thanksgiving.
Christ Is NOW!
Every time you draw near to breathe on us we receive greater
measures of your power.
By infusions of your Spirit, you dwell within every single heart as
well as among our hearts united together — both at the same time.
By infusions of your Spirit, we have become one spirit with you.
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By infusions of your Spirit, you directly and literally move among us.
By infusions of your Spirit, you draw closer to us than any human
being ever could, and you help us draw closer to each other.
By infusions of your Spirit, you bind us together, set us at your feet,
and teach us more of who you are so as to unveil to us the mystery
of your Person and your purposes, for now and for all ages.
By infusions of your Spirit, you take all that the Father has given to
the Son and share it with us, place it within us, and unleash it
among us. Joel foretold it
Whenever the Spirit is poured out thoroughly on your people we hear
your roar from the bowels of your Church. As we run to you to drink
of you, you become within us a swelling fountain, flowing out of the
very core of our shared existence, so that all peoples might know that
the King of heaven dwells among his people.
Christ Is NOW!
Every time we encourage one another with the truth that is in you,
Lord Jesus, the message of who you are dwells richly within us,
soaking us with your glory more and more, because the truth of who
you are and of all that you are saturates us with spirit and life.
God’s truth is ultimately a Person, not a doctrine. God’s ultimate truth
for us is you yourself, unveiling your marvelous majesty within us. Every
time we eat the bread and take the cup you become once again our
shared feast, the everlasting food and drink for our souls. We consume
you into our very beings, individually and corporately, and in turn we
are consumed by you.
Christ Is NOW!
When you ascended on high you gave gifts to your Church, gifts of the
Spirit, in order that you might work through all of your people to make
us the fullness of you who fill all in all. You manifest yourself
increasingly to us by how you serve your people, among your people,
by your people. Your love is manifested among us in such a way that
you vindicate your claims on us as your disciples. As you minister to us
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by how we love one another, we keep growing up unto you in all
things as our Head.
You said you are the vine and we are like branches, abiding in you,
wrapped around you, drawing sustenance from you, even as you abide
in us, implanting your life within us, dwelling among us to produce in
us much fruit. You said that without you abiding within us, and we in
you, we can do nothing.
And so we join you in your passionate prayer of John 17 — for your
sake we pray: Place within us the glory the Father gave you that we
may be one as you and the Father are one — you in us, and the Father
in you, that the world may know the Father has sent you. Continue to
make the Father known to us in order that the love he has for you may
be within us so that you yourself may inhabit us and abide within us.
Christ Is NOW!
This tribute expresses only a small part of the inexhaustible
riches of who you are WITHIN us and all peoples.
So, Father, here is how we celebrate your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this hour. We exalt him. We exult in him. We do so because of all he
is within us — now. Therefore, everything we are and have, every
breath we breathe, every step we take, every service we render, every
prayer we pray, every praise we bring, is possible only by him and him
alone. For without him — without all he is within us — we are nothing
and we can do nothing. More and more, by the revealing work of your
Spirit, awaken us to Christ alone — awaken your whole Church to
Christ alone — so that increasingly he might become within us our all
in all.
AMEN!
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