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Who Christ Is TO Us Today

A

roving art show,
“Rembrandt and the
Face of Jesus,” toured
the country beginning at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.
Critiquing it in TIME magazine,
Richard Lacayo discussed how the
17th-century artist changed our
image of Christ from remote divinity
to man on the street. He writes: “You
see the great Dutch painter
effectively inventing Christ as we
tend to picture him now.”
Public Domain

Lacayo wondered out loud what
caused Rembrandt to shift from turbulent portraits of Jesus in his earlier
years, “full of sharp light and emphatic gestures,” to more contemplative,
subdued portrayals. Was it the loss of three of his four children in infancy
and then his wife at age thirty? Was it his growing personal financial crisis?
Did these experiences send him on a search for a more gentle, quiet,
reflective, intimate Jesus — one who could console him?
So, who is Christ to you? How do you see him? How would you paint him?
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How would you describe him if you tried to introduce him to someone who
knew very little about him? What unique experiences and challenges in your
life — even personal setbacks as it was with Rembrandt — have caused you
to envision him the way you do?
Who is this person to you — the One upon whom your eternal hope
is based?
Who is Jesus to you when compared
to and contrasted with other gods
worshipped among the nations? For
instance, how would your vision of
him stack up to how multitudes
view the Hindu deity Shiva?
Not far from Mumbai, gateway city
to India, are the great underground
temples dedicated to Shiva, the god
of cosmic forces, both creative and
destructive, who is sometimes
referred to as “The Grand Master.”
This mirrors the deity proclaimed in
the National Anthem of India, which
says in part:
Glory to thee, Master of the thoughts of all men,
O Thou who directs the destiny of India.
Thy name awakens the hearts of men. Men pray to receive
Thy benediction and sing Thy praises.
The salvation of all men rests in Thy hand,
O Thou who directs the destiny of India.
I wonder: How many of us have such a vision of the spectacular supremacy
of God’s Son that we could declare praises to him with far greater conviction?
If you were asked to write an anthem for Jesus, what kind would you
compose? Is he more awesome to you, dearer to you, more immediate and
real to you — much more spectacular to you — than the gods of India are
to their passionate devotees?
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In this chapter, we want to encounter God’s Son more fully by exploring a
treasure trove of biblical nuggets (both simple and profound) that describe
the heights and depths of who Christ is to us, today, as the one and only true
“Grand Master.”
Think of this chapter as a “personality profile” of God’s Son. Very personal! It
is an initial look at what we know (infinitesimal as it may be compared to
how much there is to know) about the nature and character of the One
enthroned at God’s right hand — the One who is the same yesterday, today,
and forever (Hebrews 13:8).
The following seven “profiles” focus exclusively on the personhood of Jesus
the Christ. They will help enlarge and enrich the ways we see all of who
Christ is TO us today:
By the Supremacy of His Deity
By His Intimacy With the Trinity
As the Perfection of Revelation
As the Picture of Scripture
By the Claims of His Names
As Our Identity and Destiny
As the Father’s Passion and Ours
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Who Christ Is TO Us Today:

By the Supremacy of His Deity
Three of the five Latin phrases that formed a motto for the 16th-century
Protestant Reformation are “Sola Fide” (Faith Alone), “Sola Scriptura”
(Scripture Alone), and the most important of all, “Solus Christus”
(Christ Alone).
What does it mean to proclaim Christ alone? It means that everything he has
done and everything he offers is entirely sufficient for our salvation. Why?
Above all and first of all, it is because of who he is to us as God.
Below are some “Snapshots and Starter Thoughts” (see Making the Most of
CIN for an explanation) that can help all of us enlarge our thinking about the
deity of Christ so that we live — and pray — with a growing assurance of
“Solus Christus!” For now, let’s look at four facets of this truth.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

To bow before Christ is to bow before God.
Jesus is Israel’s Yahweh in action among us.
Being divine by nature, Jesus must be supreme.
Jesus’ intrinsic worth as God is invested in bringing us life.
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To Bow Before Christ Is to Bow Before God
• We have no other choice but to kneel before him.
God never said to any of the angels, “You are my Son. Today I have
become your Father.” Or, “I will be his Father. And he will be my Son.”
God’s first and only Son is over all things. When God brings him into
the world, he says, “Let all of God’s angels worship him” . . . But here is
what he says about the Son. “You are God. Your throne will last for
ever and ever. Your kingdom will be ruled by justice . . . your God has
placed you above your companions. He has filled you with joy by
pouring the sacred oil on your head” (Hebrews 1).

• The supremacy of Christ is inherent to the person of Christ. That’s
because he is God, up close and personal.
• There never was a time when he was not God. In Christ we see God
manifested — fully, perfectly, essentially.
• “In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (John 1).
• “He was with God in the beginning . . . ”
The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We
have seen his glory. It is the glory of the One and Only, who came
from the Father . . . No one has ever seen God. But the One and Only
is God and is at the Father’s side. The one at the Father’s side has
shown us what God is like (John 1, emphasis added).

• Christ is not defined by anything outside of himself. He was “from the
beginning.” He never came into being. He simply is, always was, and
always will be.
• The Son was not only “with God,” but more literally he was “toward
God” (the phrase in the Greek of John 1). In other words, from eternity he
shared in an intimate, face-to-face relationship with God — which would
be impossible unless he truly is God.
• The Nicene Creed puts it this way: “Christ is One Lord, only begotten
Son of God; begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light
of Light, very God of very God.”
• “For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body.”
So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the
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head over every ruler and authority (Colossians 2, NLT, emphasis
added).

• Just as we are human by nature, Jesus is divine by nature. However,
unlike all of us who have become God’s children by our union with his Son,
Jesus was God’s infinite “child” naturally.
Who has gone up to heaven and come down? . . . Who has set in place
all the boundaries of the earth? What is his name? What is his son’s
name? Surely you know! (Proverbs 30).

• Jesus is utterly distinct from us; we are finite and mortal. We exist as
the created works of God. Instead, about Jesus we read:
No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him (John 1, NASB,
emphasis added).

• Jesus is like “the ray of the sun.”
For as this Son is undivided and inseparable from the Father, so is he
to be reckoned as being in the Father. Suppose the sun were to say, ‘I
am the sun and there is no other besides me, except my ray.’ Would
you not have remarked how useless such a statement was, as if the
ray were not itself reckoned in the sun? (Tertullian, Church father).

• Even his enemies caught the implications of his claim.
For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father,
making himself equal with God (John 5, NIV).

• Yes, to bow before Christ is to bow before God — otherwise, Jesus
would have been guilty of promoting gross idolatry by accepting
worship as God. It would have constituted cosmic treason against God
and his kingdom. Recall the exchanges between Jesus and his disciples
during his days of earthly ministry, as well as after the resurrection. For
example:
Then those in the boat worshiped Jesus. They said, “You really are the
Son of God!” (Matthew 14:33).
“Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” “My Lord and my God!”
Thomas exclaimed. Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you
have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me”
(John 20, NLT).
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• Now, finding God holds no mystery. For those who want to find God
and bow before him, the pathway shines clearly: Simply come to Jesus
and bow before him.
• Now, missing God holds no mystery. Jesus is so fully God that to walk
away from him is to walk away from God, with no other god to turn to.
• Being God and being Savior go together. To all for whom Jesus has
become their Savior, it logically follows that he also has become their God.
In the same way, to all for whom Jesus has become the living God, he
encompasses all the Savior they will ever need.
• We worship Jesus as our God and Savior as we wait for the rest of the
world to see what we see.
. . . we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his
life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his
very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds (Titus 2,
NLT).
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Jesus Is Israel’s Yahweh
in Action Among Us
• Through Jesus, Israel’s Yahweh speaks in person — not merely
through a person or about a person, but as a person. In the Old
Testament God is called Yahweh (Jehovah) nearly 7000 times. In the New
Testament the name most often used of our Redeemer is Jesus — about
1000 times. Jesus means “Yahweh saves.”
• It was foretold that Yahweh would come to us in someone like Jesus:
A messenger is calling out, “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord
. . . Then the glory of the Lord will appear. And everyone will see it
together” . . . Shout the message loudly. Shout it out loud. Don’t be
afraid. Say to the towns of Judah, “Your God is coming!” The Lord and
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King is coming with power . . . He takes care of his flock like a
shepherd. He gathers the lambs in his arms (Isaiah 40).

• Jesus is Yahweh coming to us, reaching across the gulf that separates
us from him — seeking us, and summoning us, and saving us. In
Jesus, the God of creation and history and nations — the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — can be seen speaking and acting, saving and
healing, loving and reigning, judging and triumphing.
• Christ said of himself, “He who has seen me has seen the Father”
(John 5). The Father he was speaking of is the one true God proclaimed
by Old Testament saints — the God worshiped, prayed to, loved, and
obeyed from ancient times. Jesus claimed — and then displayed — the
full complement of divine attributes, functions, authority, power, and
rights previously reserved by the Old Testament for Yahweh alone.
• New Testament writers intentionally applied to Jesus the same rights
and responsibilities reserved in the Old Testament for Yahweh alone.
They exalted him just like the Old Testament magnified Yahweh.
• In describing Jesus’ person, character, role, and activities, the
apostles drew heavily on Old Testament language, originally applied
by Scripture exclusively to the one true God. Boldly, the New
Testament writers clothe Jesus with names and claims and honor and
adoration that the Old Testament writers originally attributed to the Lord
God Jehovah alone. The only conclusion left with their hearers and
readers is that Jesus himself must be the Everlasting God.
• In Jesus, Yahweh’s long-anticipated kingship takes center stage for
the nations.
God, give the king the ability to judge fairly. He is your royal son . . .
May the king stand up for those who are hurting . . . May his kingdom
reach from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth . . . May all
kings bow down to him. May all nations serve him . . . May the king’s
name be remembered forever. May his fame last as long as the sun
shines. Then all nations will be blessed because of him (Psalm 72).

• Through Jesus, Israel’s God now reigns over the world more
invasively and personally than ever before. We see this testimony to
God’s Son unfold immediately on the Day of Pentecost. Peter and the
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apostles proclaimed Jesus as Lord and Messiah, ruling at God’s right hand,
sovereign over all, saying:
Jesus has been given a place of honor at the right hand of God . . .
David did not go up to heaven. But he said, “The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand. I will put your enemies under your control.” So
be sure of this, all you people of Israel. You nailed Jesus to the cross.
But God has made him both Lord and Christ (Acts 2).

• Now exalted, Jesus totally displays the glory of Yahweh’s name
and reign.
In the Old Testament God’s revelation of his name ‘Yahweh’ lies at the
very center of Israel’s existence. They are to be a people who bear and
call upon his name. Israel was not to misuse or profane Yahweh’s
name. The appropriation of the Greek form of the Divine Name (was)
bestowed on Christ at his exaltation. So what was formerly done in/by
the name of Yahweh is now for Paul done through Christ the Lord
(Gordon Fee).

• The Son embodies the apex of Yahweh’s redemptive mission.
Going through a long line of prophets, God has been addressing our
ancestors in different ways for centuries. Recently he spoke to us
directly through his Son. By his Son, God created the world in the
beginning, and it will all belong to the Son at the end (Hebrews 1,
MSG).

• The Son assumes for himself Yahweh’s throne and kingdom.
But he says to the Son, “You’re God, and on the throne for good; your
rule makes everything right . . . That is why God, your God, poured
fragrant oil on your head, marking you out as king, far above your
dear companions.” And again to the Son, “You, Master, started it all,
laid earth’s foundations . . . You’ll fold them up like a worn-out cloak,
and lay them away on the shelf. But you’ll stay the same . . . you’ll
never wear out.” And did he ever say anything like this to an angel?
“Sit alongside me here on my throne until I make your enemies a stool
for your feet” (Hebrews 1, MSG).
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Being Divine by Nature, Jesus Must
Be Supreme
• We must conclude, therefore, that it is the nature of Christ to be
supreme in everything. This lofty position precedes what he has done
for us or is doing for us. It is inherent in his deity — supreme is who he is.
His deity ratifies his majesty. The validation of his preeminence rises from
the displays of his personhood as the living Son of God.
• In other words, his right to supremacy draws on all his attributes as
God. Because he is God, Christ is inherently great and above all, higher
than rulers of nations, exalted above every created thing, both visible and
invisible.
For [the Father] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves . . . The Son is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation . . . he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to
have all his fullness dwell in him . . . (Colossians 1, NIV).

• The supremacy of his deity will prevail forever. When God’s full glory
is finally revealed at the Consummation of all things — when every
tongue confesses that Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2) — we will discover, to
his everlasting praise, that the entire time all the wonder and magnificence of the Godhead dwells in Jesus fully (Colossians 2).
• Because Jesus is supreme, sometimes he may seem petrifying. This is
how Paul experienced him as he dropped to the dust on the road to
Damascus, trembling and pleading:
Who are You, Lord? . . . Lord, what do You want me to do? (Acts 9,
NKJV).

This is what John discovered about him when Jesus appeared to him on
Patmos. He writes:
When I saw Him I fell at His feet like a dead man (Revelation 1, NASB).

• But, because Jesus also is Immanuel (God with us) our relationship
with God is secure and settled for all eternity — as long as we remain
sheltered under Jesus’ redeeming reign. To Paul, shortly after his
Damascus shaking, Jesus sent through Ananias gracious words of hope
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and purpose that changed the direction of his life for the best. To John,
Jesus reached out his hand and touched him, reassuring him to “Fear not,”
then gave him a mission of hope for churches in Asia Minor. As C. S. Lewis
writes of Aslan the Lion, the Christ figure in his Narnia series: “‘Course he
isn’t safe. But he’s good.”
• Only One who is wholly divine could fulfill the Old Testament’s
expectations of Yahweh’s ultimate King, such as those in Psalm 21:
Lord, the king is filled with joy because you are strong. How great is
his joy because you help him win his battles! You have given him what
his heart wished for . . . You placed a crown of pure gold on his head.
He asked you for life, and you gave it to him. You promised him days
that would never end . . . You have honored him with glory and
majesty. You have given him blessings that will never end . . . You, the
king, will capture all your enemies. Your right hand will take hold of
them. When you appear for battle, you will burn them up like they
were in a flaming furnace. . . Lord, may you be honored because you
are strong. We will sing and praise your might.

• So, we submit to Yahweh’s royal Son, the one exclusively anointed
King of the universe.
For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the throne in
Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.” The king proclaims the LORD’s
decree. “The LORD said to me, ‘You are my son. Today I have become
your Father. Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your
inheritance, the whole earth as your possession. You will break them
with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.’” . . . Submit to God’s
royal son . . . what joy for all who take refuge in him! (Psalm 2, NLT,
emphasis added).
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Jesus’ Intrinsic Worth as God Is Invested
in Bringing Us Life
• Jesus gives us life because he gives us God. And he gives us God
because he is God.
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The Father raises the dead and gives them life. In the same way, the
Son gives life to anyone he wants to (John 5).

• As can be true only of the Creator, Christ has life within himself.
Therefore, he is the source of life for the entire creation. John summarizes:
He was with God in the beginning. All things were made through him.
Nothing that has been made was made without him. Life was in him,
and that life was the light for all people (John 1).

• Because he is God, the full guarantee of our life is found in him alone.
He declared:
Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One. I was
dead. But look! I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys to
Death and Hell (Revelation 1).

• He is not only the source of created life, but also the display of
resurrected life — “the firstborn from among the dead” (Colossians 1). In
fact, he so fully embodies “the Resurrection and the Life” that those who
trust in him will never die (John 11).
• In Christ, God personally and visibly assumes a singular role in the
grand, life-giving drama of redemption. He steps onto the stage to
carry its plot to culmination, doing so totally by himself. Other actors on
the stage — we sinners — must step back to watch and wait for his
gracious initiative on our behalf; we must witness and wonder about
what he suffers and how he triumphs; then, we must welcome and
worship all he continues to accomplish among his people.
• Because of Jesus’ intrinsic worth as the living God, he saves
completely those who come to him. He is the only one throughout all
the ages to claim sufficient capacity in himself to pay the debt of the sin
of the world. In Christ’s inherent value as God are found inexhaustible
resources — unsearchable riches (Ephesians 3) — sufficient for our
salvation and that of people from every tribe and nation, from the
beginning to the end of time.
• Jesus will keep on giving us life from the center of God’s throne
forever.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. So they are in front of the throne of God. They serve him
day and night in his temple. The one who sits on the throne will be
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with them to keep them safe . . . The Lamb, who is at the center of the
area around the throne, will be their shepherd. He will lead them to
springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes (Revelation 7).

• Jesus is worth more than all of his redeemed ones put together.
Having invested the infinite wealth of his very being in securing new life
for us, he deserves everlasting, ever-increasing praise from those who
treasure him as the Father’s “unspeakable gift” to us (2 Corinthians 9).
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The Wrap
C. S. Lewis famously observed in Mere Christianity:
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said
would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic —
on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he
would be the devil of hell. You must make your choice. Either this man
was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse.
You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a
demon, or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God.

For those of us who are ready to fall down and worship him as Lord and God,
it’s time to seek and gain a fuller appreciation of the “Christ-like-ness” of God
and the “God-like-ness” of Christ. A strong Biblical theology (the study of God
in Scripture) automatically requires us to pursue a strong Biblical Christology
(a study of what Scripture teaches about the person of God’s Son). As
popular British theologian N. T. Wright puts it: “I believe the closer we get to
the original Jesus the closer we are to recognizing the face of the living God.”
In all of this, here’s the best news: Because of Christ’s divinity, there is nothing
God has for us that lies beyond who his Son is! Because of who he is TO us
(as we’re exploring in this chapter), he is also (as we will discover in
upcoming chapters) all we need him to be FOR us, OVER us, BEFORE us,
WITHIN us, THROUGH us, and UPON us.
But we’ve only started the adventure of this chapter. There’s much more to
explore of who Jesus is TO us. Next we look at his intimacy with the Trinity.
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By His Intimacy With the Trinity
The Trinitarian dimensions of Jesus’ glory can never be emphasized too
much. Only by the Father’s purpose and the Spirit’s power is the Son
positioned to bless us as Lord of all.
Consider what the angel showed John in Revelation 5. There we behold a
picture of the Trinity at the apex of redemption’s plan. Before us, the throne
of the Father is set at the core of the universe, surrounded by the
worshipping hosts of heaven. However, standing at the very center of that
throne we notice a conquering lion, resembling a Lamb once slain, but now
victorious. The Lamb inherits the universe as he opens the scrolls to unleash
his final victories among the nations. Toward him all the redeemed direct
their praise, as they sing:
You are worthy to take the scroll and break open its seals.
You are worthy because you were put to death.
With your blood you bought people for God.
They come from every tribe, language, people and nation . . .
The Lamb, who was put to death, is worthy!
He is worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength!
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He is worthy to receive honor and glory and praise! . . .
May praise and honor for ever and ever be given
to the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb!
Give them glory and power for ever and ever!
But here’s what most people miss: How is anyone able to actually view this
scene in the first place? Where does the lighting come from that allows us
to see so clearly the Father’s throne with the Lamb seated on it? Answer: The
light source comes from seven candlesticks around the throne, which
represent, John is told, “the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every
part of the earth” (compare Rev. 4:5 with Rev 5:6, NIV).
Christ’s supremacy is confirmed by the Trinity. The Father exalts the Son on
his own throne, to reign as the everlasting focus of attention for heaven and
earth. Simultaneously, the Spirit makes sure everyone is able to witness
what’s happening in the throne room — able to see and celebrate the Son
the way the Father desires, able to watch the Son as he brings everything to
its consummation. Perfect unity. Perfect synergy. Perfect symphony.
Everything is focused on the perfect majesty of the Son of God. Let’s explore
five key biblical teachings on this profound truth about Jesus.
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

Jesus and the Trinity always will remain a mystery.
Jesus lives forever in a “Circle of Love.”
We know Christ better by his intimacy with the Trinity.
The ministry of Christ is a Trinitarian project.
Jesus brings us into the life of the Trinity.
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Jesus and the Trinity Always
Will Remain a Mystery
• “The core of our very faith is the mystery of the Trinity”
(Saint Ambrose).
You have been chosen in keeping with what God the Father had
planned. That happened through the Spirit’s work to make you pure
and holy. God chose you so that you might obey Jesus Christ. God
wanted you to be in a covenant relationship with him. He established
this relationship by the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1).
May the grace shown by the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. May
the love that God has given us be with you. And may the sharing of
life brought about by the Holy Spirit be with you all (2 Corinthians 13).

• This mystery is beyond our grasp.
God formulated as Trinity confronts us with a largeness, an immensity,
a depth that we cannot manage or control or reduce to dealing with
on our terms (Eugene Peterson).

• However, we know that at the heart of this mystery is relationship.
The revealed nature of the Biblical God (Yahweh) is triune, which means
that personality, community, and mutual self-giving energizes the pulse
beat of eternity.
• The Son shares everything with the Father and the Spirit. They hold
in common the same will, same desires, same purposes, same love — as
well as the same divine essence.
• The Son is unequivocally at home in the Godhead. His place is secured
not only by his sharing the nature of God but also by his sharing in a
relationship among the Three-in-One — as they draw life from one
another and give it back to one another.
• The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are inseparable, and they operate
inseparably. The Church fathers called this dynamic relationship the
“divine dance” of the Trinity.
• Christ is described as coming “from the bosom of the Father” (John 1,
NASB). Before his incarnation, the Son was always the great delight and
unbounded joy of the Father.
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• One might say that the Son has always been with the Father in the
same way our thoughts are always with us. Intimate. Inseparable.
Existing at the same time and in the same realm.
• The Son was the “only begotten” of the Father’s love before anything
existed. He is the Son of the Father in respect to his nature, which he has
shared eternally, unceasingly and coequally with the Father. Recall how
Jesus prayed in John:
So now, Father, give glory to me in heaven where your throne is. Give
me the glory I had with you before the world began (John 17).

• There is the Father and there is the Son. Both identities consist of more
than mere metaphors or titles. These two names disclose an inseparable,
eternal fellowship within the Godhead — a relationship pictured by, but
more intimate than, what is experienced by any earthly fathers and sons.
• However, the Father did not precede his Son as earthly parents
precede their offspring. The Son was never “brought into existence”
from a state of nonexistence. The Father/Son relationship in the Godhead
simply has been “there” forever — without beginning, without end.
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Jesus Lives Forever in the “Circle of Love”
• For all eternity, love has reigned supreme. Before anything was made
— before there were any humans to forgive or restore or reconcile or
embrace — still love existed. The Father loved his Son and the Son loved
his Father.
• This mutual loving defines the core of God’s nature — “God is love”
(1 John 4). This love is the Son’s very breath, and always has been.
• The Father didn’t start loving Jesus only after he came among us in
time and space and history. To the contrary, there never was a moment
when love within the Godhead did not exist.
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Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an
end]. (1 Corinthians 13, Amplified Bible).

• Within the Trinity, love is dynamic, not static; it is relational, not
functional. Even now, the Father and Son never stop showing love to one
another. We might say it this way: The Father gives everything to the Son;
the Son offers back all that he has to glorify the Father. The love of each is
unleashed, exchanged, and sustained by the Holy Spirit who serves them
both.
• Sharing such a life of love means the Triune God has remained fully
satisfied in his own Being, utterly fulfilled, before and apart from
anything he created. The Triune God has never acted out of need. He
has acted out of the fullness of perfect love among the Three. That’s how
“God so loved the world” (John 3). Christ brings to us the fullness of Triune
love — undiluted and unconditional — in bodily form (Colossians 2).
• The Triune nature of God opens up stunning insights into Christ’s
great love for the world. Considering the eternal intimacy of the Trinity,
we must stand in awe at the unfathomable love Jesus showed us when
he left the delights of that “Forever Fellowship” to come into the midst of
a world occupied by rebels with hearts hardened against God.
• Whoever loved us the way Jesus loved us? Whoever gave up as much
as he did when he traded in that unbroken “Circle of Love” to deliver, in
God’s love, the hope of salvation for his enemies?
You are familiar with the generosity of our Master, Jesus Christ. Rich
as he was, he gave it all away for us — in one stroke he became poor
and we became rich. (2 Corinthians 8, MSG).
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We Grow to Know Christ Better by
His Intimacy With the Trinity
• Seeing the depths of Jesus’ intimacy with the Trinity helps us know
him better. His whole being ultimately is defined by his relationship to
his Father.
I and the Father are one (John 10).

• There were predictions in Scripture of Jesus’ intimacy with the Trinity,
such as:
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might . . . with
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth . . . for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the
Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will
rally to him . . . (Isaiah 11, NIV).

But now he is here. Now we behold in Jesus the richness of Isaiah’s words.
• Christ’s communion with the Father was and is the true core of his
personality. Without understanding that, we cannot begin to understand
him for all he truly is. Jesus said:
My Father has given all things to me. The Father is the only one who
knows the Son. And the only ones who know the Father are the Son
and those to whom the Son chooses to make him known
(Matthew 11).

Again, Jesus said:
Anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me
(Matthew 10).

• The Trinity works together to reveal more of Christ’s glory to us. When
Peter exclaimed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus
informed him that flesh and blood could not reveal to his disciples (or to
us) the true nature of his person and role as God’s Messiah, but only the
Father in heaven could (Matthew 16, NASB). He explained further how
this works in John 16:
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He
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hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He
will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All
things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of
Mine and will disclose it to you (NASB).

• At the same time, the Trinity is gradually revealed through the life
and ministry of Jesus. He is the one who introduces us to the mystery
of the Godhead. This revelation continues to unfold throughout New
Testament teachings about Jesus and his relationship to the Father and
the Spirit. In the epistles, the apostles explore God’s tripersonal nature,
allowing us to gain a radical but exquisite vision of God through the Son
of God.
• This is what makes Jesus so uniquely special. His “specialness” is not
related only to his intimacy and ministry among us (as wonderful as that
is), but far more, it rises from his intimacy and ministry within the Trinity.
• You can’t see the Father without the Son.
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself
God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him
known (John 1, NIV).

Jesus speaks about God the Father, doing so authoritatively as God the
Son.
• You can’t know the Father without the Son.
This life has appeared. We have seen him. We give witness about him.
And we announce to you this same eternal life. He was already with
the Father. He has appeared to us. We announce to you what we have
seen and heard. We do it so you can share life together with us. And
we share life with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ (1 John 1).

• You can’t have the Father without the Son.
Who is the liar? It is anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ. The
person who says this is the great enemy of Christ. They say no to the
Father and the Son. The person who says no to the Son doesn’t
belong to the Father. But anyone who says yes to the Son belongs to
the Father also (1 John 2).

Selah
pause | think | pray

By His Intimacy With the Trinity 21

The Saving Mission of Christ
Is a Trinitarian Project
• One might say the Godhead works as a “team” to further the mission
of the Son:
By this [Matthew 28:18-20], Jesus showed that whoever omits any of
these three, fails in glorifying God perfectly. For it is through this
Trinity that the Father is glorified. For the Father willed, the Son did,
and the Spirit manifested (Hippolytus, Church father).

• Wherever Jesus’ reign breaks through, the whole Trinity is on display.
Nothing about Christ robs the Father or the Spirit of equal praise; he only
increases it. His ministry is from the Father and to the Father, but all of it
is by the Spirit.
• The Triune God accomplishes our salvation together, but all of it
depends on the blood of Christ. We have been:
. . . chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus
Christ and sprinkled with his blood (1 Peter 1, NIV).

• Jesus collaborates within the Godhead to bring Heaven’s blessings
upon us.
Our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father loved us. By his grace God
gave us comfort that will last forever. The hope he gave us is good.
May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father comfort your hearts.
May they make you strong in every good thing you do and say
(2 Thessalonians 2).

• Every saving promise of Scripture is by nature Trinitarian: designed
by the Father, quickened by the Spirit, focused on the Son. The Father
is the source of all our hope, the Son is the theme of all our hope, and the
Spirit is the fulfiller of all our hope. To say it another way: The Father
commits to fully redeem, the Son commits to fully obey what redemption
requires, and the Spirit commits to fully apply what the Son achieves.
• Jesus described his mission on earth in Trinitarian dynamics.
The One who comes from heaven is above everything. He is a witness
to what he has seen and heard. But no one accepts what he says.
Anyone who has accepted it has said, “Yes. God is truthful.” The One
whom God has sent speaks God’s words. That’s because God gives
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the Holy Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has put
everything into his hands. Anyone who believes in the Son has
eternal life. Anyone who says no to the Son will not have life. God’s
anger remains on them (John 3).

• The saving mission of Jesus on our behalf can be accomplished only
because of his unique, intrinsic relationship to his Father.
The Son can do nothing by himself. He can do only what he sees his
Father doing. What the Father does, the Son also does. This is because
the Father loves the Son. The Father shows him everything he does.
Yes, and the Father will show the Son even greater things than these.
And you will be amazed. The Father raises the dead and gives them
life. In the same way, the Son gives life to anyone he wants to. Also,
the Father does not judge anyone. He has given the Son the task of
judging. Then all people will honor the Son just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father,
who sent him (John 5).
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Jesus Brings Us Into the Life of the Trinity
• Trinitarian life — received by us and reflected among us — comes
through Jesus Christ alone.
. . . people actually worship many gods and many lords. But for us,
there is one God, the Father, by whom all things were created, and for
whom we live. And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all
things were created, and through whom we live (1 Corinthians 8,
NLT).
The Father is indeed above all, and he is the Head of Christ. But the
Word is through all things and is himself the Head of the church.
While the Spirit is in us all, and he is the living water (Irenaeus, Church
father).

• Because of our total, irreversible identification with Christ, in union
with him we may step confidently into the life of the Trinity forever.
Christ brought something new to the Godhead. It didn’t exist before he
came into the world as one of us! He made possible something the Triune
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God had not possessed previously — a direct, existential engagement
with the tragedy of human suffering and death, as well as the personal
exhilaration of human triumph over suffering and death. This “addition”
to the Eternal God is perhaps the greatest mystery surrounding Christ’s
intimacy within the Trinity — profound, beyond words to explain.
• Through Jesus, the whole Trinity becomes intimately involved in the
lives of believers. We read:
Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love him.
We will come to him and make our home with him. Anyone who does
not love me will not obey my teaching. The words you hear me say
are not my own. They belong to the Father who sent me. I have
spoken all these things while I am still with you. But the Father will
send the Friend in my name to help you. The Friend is the Holy Spirit.
He will teach you all things. He will remind you of everything I have
said to you (John 14, emphasis added).

• Jesus inhabiting his people by his Spirit continually enriches us with
the Father’s life-giving treasures.
I bow in prayer to the Father because of my work among you. From
the Father every family in heaven and on earth gets its name. I pray
that he will use his glorious riches to make you strong. May his Holy
Spirit give you his power deep down inside you. Then Christ will live
in your hearts because you believe in him (Ephesians 3).

• When new followers of Jesus are baptized, they are baptized (literally
in the Greek) “into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28). In other words, when we trust in Christ we
are initiated into the blessed community of the Triune God, which is our
nuturing home for the rest of eternity.
• We do not become “God,” but we do share with our Redeemer a great
measure of the same fellowship he has known forever as the second
person of the Trinity. Accepted in the “Beloved One” (Ephesians 1), we’ve
become part of the Father’s growing family, in heaven and earth, as we’re
embraced and immersed into his “Circle of Love,” to abide there forever
(Ephesians 3:14-19).
• Christ’s daily reign in our lives is also Trinitarian. Now we live in a
kingdom where his Father decrees more and more of his life for us; where
the Son shares more and more of his life with us; and where the Spirit
increases more and more of that life within us.
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• Our participation in Trinity-unity overflows — to use the words of the
grand invocation that opens the book of Revelation:
May grace and peace come to you from God. He is the one who is,
and who was, and who will come. May grace and peace come to you
from the seven spirits. These spirits are in front of God’s throne. May
grace and peace come to you from Jesus Christ. He is the faithful
witness, so what he has shown can be trusted. He was the first to rise
from the dead. He rules over the kings of the earth (Revelation 1).
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The Wrap
Let’s be clear. Nothing about the supremacy of Christ ever robs the Father
or the Spirit of equal honor and praise. Recall Jesus’ prayer in John 17:
Father, the time has come. Bring glory to your Son. Then your Son will
bring glory to you . . . I have brought you glory on earth. I have
finished the work you gave me to do. So now, Father, give glory to me
in heaven where your throne is. Give me the glory I had with you
before the world began.

At the culmination of all things, Jesus will bring everything back to the Father
(1 Corinthians 15). Philippians 2 assures us that at history’s grand climax, when
all creatures in the universe bow before Jesus to proclaim his everlasting,
unopposed, blessing-filled lordship, their grand confession will resound to the
greater glory of God the Father who has exalted the Son to the place of
absolute supremacy. Simultaneously, the Spirit will ensure that all adoration
remains permanently, perfectly focused on the Son for the glory of the Father.
Just as we saw earlier in Revelation 5, even in the Consummation it will remain
the mission of the Son to secure before the whole universe the praise of the
Godhead, for the sake of the Godhead, doing so in the midst of the Godhead.
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Who Christ Is TO Us Today:

As the Perfection of Revelation
Recent polls confirm U.S. church attendance is declining. In 1991, 24 percent
of U.S. adults had not been to church for at least six months; today it
stands at 37 percent. Disturbing research compiled in Futurecast reveals that
America is drifting from a clearly defined faith. We are tailoring religious
outlooks to fit personal preferences. Many are simply “making up God as they
go along,” shedding their ties to traditional, Biblical beliefs. With a wry hint
of exaggeration, one sociologist suggests, “America is headed toward 310
million people with 310 million religions. We are a designer society. We want
everything customized to our personal needs — our clothing, our food, our
education. Now it’s our religion.”
Surely there could be no more critical time than now for God’s people to
re-evaluate how we see God’s Son as the “perfection of revelation” — as the
open disclosure of God’s person and promises and purposes. We must
rebuild our outlook on all of life through the truth about God manifested in
Jesus. As we’re about to discover, as the “perfection of revelation” Christ
achieves even more validation for his claim of supremacy in all things.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

Christ’s whole ministry was and is an act of revelation.
Christ takes the guesswork out of how we grow to know God.
Christ’s revelation of God’s nature is unique among the nations.
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Christ’s Whole Ministry Was and
Is an Act of Revelation
• God is known through God alone. The magnificent “I Am that I Am” (as
Yahweh defined himself to Moses in Exodus 3) is totally self-contained.
He dwells in light inaccessible and unapproachable. 1 Timothy 6 tells us:
God is the blessed and only Ruler. He is the greatest King of all. He is
the most powerful Lord of all. God is the only one who can’t die. He
lives in light that no one can get close to. No one has seen him. No
one can see him.

Therefore, any revelation of the living God totally depends on him to take
the initiative to come to us and to give of himself to us.
• Christ is God’s self-disclosure. He is our ultimate picture of God. And he
shows this to us in the most visible and understandable way possible —
as a Son. “The ultimate evidence for the existence of God is Jesus Christ
himself” (Tim Keller).
• What did Christ ultimately bring to the world? He brought us God. In
Jesus, God has opened himself up to us, manifested the deep places of
his heart to us, and invited us to know him and love him for who he is.
• Jesus is like a “window” through which we see God. Through him we
can peer into the heart of God. Our understanding of God is forever
filtered through the prism of Jesus Christ. Paul wrote about this:
How I long for you to grow more certain in your knowledge and more
sure in your grasp of God himself. May your spiritual experience
become richer as you see more and more fully God’s great secret,
Christ himself! For it is in him, and in him alone, that men will find all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge . . . it is in him that God gives
a full and complete expression of himself (within the physical limits
that he set himself in Christ). (Colossians 2, PHILLIPS).

• Jesus not only brings the revelation of God; he is the revelation of
God. To see him is to see the Father. To know him is to know the Father.
Everything the Father has for us and wants for us is embodied in the
person and ministry of Christ. The Christian movement is not just
monotheistic; technically, Christians should be called “Christocentric
Monotheists.” Our view of God cannot be separated from our view of who
Jesus is.
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• “The only God we see is the God clothed in the promises of the
gospel” (Martin Luther). As Jonathan Edwards observed, in the good
news about Christ and his mission we see the revelation of God’s infinite
justice intersecting with his inexhaustible grace; we see his hatred of sin
simultaneously joined with his mercy toward sinners; we see his
incomparable sovereignty coupled with his unparalleled humility.
• Jesus fully expresses the reality of God, with nothing left out. God is,
in himself, precisely who and what he is toward us in Jesus. Jesus shows
us what the very presence of God among us is like, in word, action, and
being. This will never be preempted — never.
• If Christ were not fully human and fully God at the same time, he
could not be the ultimate, supreme revelation of God. Therefore, who
Christ is and what he has accomplished challenges us to re-examine,
refine, and even at times, reconstitute everything we think we know
about the character, designs, and ways of God.
• Jesus doesn’t show us a “part” of God or a “hint” of God but rather
the fullness of God. Christ — in his person, his coming, his mission, and
his reign — is fully sufficient to help us encounter the fullness of God’s
attributes and works.
Life was in him, and that life was the light for all people. The light
shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not overcome the light
. . . The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world (John 1).

• Jesus is not merely the vessel through whom the glory of God is
communicated; he himself is the very content of that glory within the
vessel. He is the focus as well as the fulfillment of all other revelations of
God’s glory — in creation, in Scripture, in his acts in history.
• God’s revelation of himself to us in Jesus is like a symphony orchestra
filling an auditorium with delightful rhapsodies. All previous revelations
were like listening to a single violin or trumpet or oboe playing simple tunes.
In Christ, however, now we experience the full-bodied amplification of God’s
character and ways. His composition is called redemption. It bursts upon us
through Jesus’ victorious mission — by his incarnation, life and teachings,
cross, resurrection, and exaltation — to form one grand cosmic concert,
resounding with who God is, what he is doing, and where he is headed.
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• When we look at Jesus in his earthly ministry we get to know God
from many angles. First, Jesus speaks as God. Equally so, God speaks as
Jesus. Whenever Jesus taught, God taught. However Jesus healed, God
healed. As Jesus wept, God wept. The words and deeds of Jesus are the
words and deeds of God. The sufferings of Jesus are God’s sufferings.
Jesus’ joys and triumphs have become the victories of God as well.
• His whole life among us was an act of revelation. His story points us
toward God’s glory. Jesus said:
But if it’s God’s finger I’m pointing that sends the demons on their
way, then God’s kingdom is here for sure (Luke 11, MSG).

Christ is like the “finger of God” piercing our world. In him, God has
assumed unprecedented proximity to his creation.
• In him, the long-anticipated Kingdom is at hand. Through Christ, God
has entered actively into history on a much grander scale. Jesus is not
only how God reveals himself in his fullness, but also we discover in him
how God is acting among, relating to, and ruling over all the nations at
this very hour.
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Christ Takes the Guesswork Out of How
We Grow to Know God
• In God’s Son, we find all we will ever need to know about God. In
other words, all of the world’s idle speculations about God have now
found clarification and resolution in Christ alone.
Jesus gathers all the diffused vagueness about God into a tight, clear,
light-filled focus (Eugene Peterson).
The Father imparted himself and his greatness to his Only-Begotten,
the First-Born of every creature. He did this so that Christ — being the
image of the invisible God — might preserve even in his greatness
the image of the Father. For it was not possible that there could exist
a well-proportioned, so to speak, and beautiful image of the invisible
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God unless the Son also preserved the image of his greatness (Origen,
Church father).

• With unmistakable clarity, the good news of Jesus anchors us in God
and his saving purposes.
May God receive glory. He is able to strengthen your faith. He does
this in keeping with the good news and the message I preach. It is
the message about Jesus Christ. This message is in keeping with the
mystery hidden for a very long time. The mystery has now been made
known through the writings of the prophets. The eternal God
commanded that it be made known. God wanted all the Gentiles to
obey him by trusting in him. May the only wise God receive glory
forever through Jesus Christ (Romans 16).

• Jesus makes knowing God much simpler for us sinners. In the face of
the unfathomable, massive complexity of God’s creation — both the seen
and unseen worlds — God has blessed us with a revelation of himself
shared in the “simplicity” of knowing Christ alone. Jesus makes the
knowledge of God accessible even to little children (“of such is the
Kingdom of God”).
• Christ is the “secret” of God revealed to us — openly and without
ambiguity. The more we get to know him as God’s Son, the more we get
to know what is on God’s heart. As Jesus prayed:
I praise you, Father. You are Lord of heaven and earth. You have
hidden these things from wise and educated people. But you have
shown them to little children . . . the only ones who know the Father
are the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to make him known
(Matthew 11).

• Christ was the “secret” God kept “hidden” for ages — but not any
more. Paul writes:
. . . the message about Jesus Christ . . . is in keeping with the mystery
hidden for a very long time. The mystery has now been made known
(Romans 16).
Then their understanding will be rich and complete. They will know
the mystery of God. That mystery is Christ. All the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge are hidden in him (Colossians 2).

• The New Testament frequently refers to Christ as the “image” of the
invisible God. This does not mean he is like a Xerox copy of an original.
Rather, like a child is to his dad, Jesus is the likeness of his Father.
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The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We
have seen his glory. It is the glory of the One and Only . . . No one has
ever seen God. But the One and Only is God and is at the Father’s side.
The one at the Father’s side has shown us what God is like (John 1).
The Son is the exact likeness of God (Colossians 1).
But in these last days, he has spoken to us through his Son . . . The Son
is the shining brightness of God’s glory. He is the exact likeness of
God’s being (Hebrews 1).
God said, “Let light shine out of darkness.” He made his light shine in
our hearts. His light gives us the light to know God’s glory. His glory
is shown in the face of Christ (2 Corinthians 4).

• God gave us his Son both to mediate the revealing of his glory and
to liberate us to pursue him to reveal even more. If we were to see
God’s grand majesty “straight on,” without Jesus to mediate, it would
consume us. Moses was told in Exodus 33 that if he saw God’s face he
would die! But now, through Jesus, we can see Yahweh face to face. God
hid Moses in a mountain cleft so that he could see only God’s “back” when
he passed before him (Exodus 33). Now, however, God has caused all of
his glory and goodness to pass in front of us and all creation — to remain
before us forever — in the person of his dear Son. As Paul explains:
This veil can be removed only by believing in Christ . . . But whenever
someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away . . . So all of us who
have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord.
And the Lord — who is the Spirit — makes us more and more like him
as we are changed into his glorious image (2 Corinthians 3, NLT).

• In Jesus, there are no boundaries to how much of God we may know.
The very person of the reigning Christ is like a bottomless ocean opened
up for us to swim in and explore for all ages to come.
• We may plunge into greater depths in our relationship with God
to the degree we continue to enlarge our vision of the person
of his dear Son. Paul prays:
. . . may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should,
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you
experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand
fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and
power that comes from God (Ephesians 3, NLT).
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Christ’s Revelation of God’s Nature Is
Unique Among the Religions of the Nations
• There is no other God apart from the God we see revealed in Jesus.
He also is the image of God the Father. And the Son is an imitator of
all the Father’s works. Therefore, everyone may regard it just as if he
saw the Father when they see the Son (Novatian, Church father).

There’s no “hidden” God — no “secret” God lurking behind the façade of
what we see in Jesus Christ. He is it! God is none other than who we see
him to be in Jesus — and never other than that.
• Paul reasoned with pagan philosophers that Jesus was God’s
exclusive revelation of the one true God:
People of Athens . . . I am going to tell you about this ‘unknown god’
. . . He isn’t a statue planned and made by clever people . . . now God
commands all people everywhere to turn away from their sins. He has
set a day when he will judge the world fairly. He has appointed a man
to be its judge. God has proved this to everyone by raising that man
from the dead (Acts 17).

• Wherever and whenever God thinks and expresses himself, there we
find Jesus Christ. The absoluteness of Christ is found in the fact that he
is the definitive revelation of God. He is the standard by which all other
claims about God are to be measured.
• There is nothing God has to show us beyond what he shows us in his
Son. Everything we think we know about God always must be consistent
with the truth that already is revealed in Christ. However, if Christ were
not at the same time fully human as well as fully God, he could not serve
as the supreme, definitive revelation of God to us.
• Some may claim other revelations from God among the nations; but
Jesus is the singular revelation of God. Jesus is not someone “one step
removed” from God. To know him is to know God. God acts like Jesus.
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Jesus acts like God. The better we get to know Jesus, the deeper we look
into the eyes of God.
• The most stunning attribute of God, which separates him from all
other “gods” of the earth, is the love we see exhibited toward the
world by and in Jesus. Nowhere else among the nations is such love
revealed. God’s love is what Jesus gives. It is a love that offers up his life
for the life of the world. In Christ we discover that God’s love actively
searches, pursues, connects, salvages, restores, and transforms sinners.
• Where else among the nations but in Jesus is such knowledge of God
to be found? In the ages to come, we will worship Christ — the slain,
risen Lamb of Revelation 5 — as the one who by his cross revealed the
suffering heart of God in the only way it truly could ever be known.
• At the same time, Christ also perfectly reveals to the world that the
loving God of the universe is also holy. This is seen in how, faced with
our sin, God in his holiness required Jesus to go to the cross. This is seen
by how God’s Son cleanses us and reconciles us to the holy Judge of all,
saving us from God’s just wrath toward all that is unholy, at the cost of his
own blood.
God was pleased to have his whole nature living in Christ. God was
pleased to bring all things back to himself. That’s because of what
Christ has done. These things include everything on earth and in
heaven. God made peace through Christ’s blood, by his death on the
cross (Colossians 1).
There is no difference . . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood — to be
received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness . . . so
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus
(Romans 3, NIV).

• In equal measure, Christ shows the world what the righteousness of
God involves. The Law revealed what God’s righteousness requires.
Christ reveals more: what God’s righteousness aspires. In Jesus, God’s
righteousness is seen, in part, as God’s faithfulness to his saving
promises on behalf of his sinful people. Above all, the Son’s own perfect
sacrifice on the cross manifests how and why the Father makes
unrighteous sinners to be righteous before his face. This comes about
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by our abiding in his righteous Son who died, rose, and then ascended
on high for us.
• Ultimately, Christ reveals the righteous judgments of God upon all
that is unrighteous. No other religion calls its devotees to prepare for
such a moment as this one:
The sky rolled back like a scroll. Every mountain and island was
moved out of its place. Everyone hid in caves and among the rocks
of the mountains. This included the kings of the earth, the princes and
the generals. It included rich people and powerful people. It also
included everyone else, both slave and people who were free. They
called out to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us! Hide us from the
face of the one who sits on the throne! Hide us from the anger of the
Lamb! The great day of their anger has come. Who can live through
it?” (Revelation 6).

• No other religion in the world offers such a refuge in the Day of
Judgment as Christ offers, as we read:
After this I looked, and there in front of me was a huge crowd of
people. They stood in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb.
There were so many that no one could count them. They came from
every nation, tribe and people . . . He [one of the elders] said, “They
are the ones who have come out of the time of terrible suffering. They
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb . . . The Lamb, who is at the center of the area around the
throne, will be their shepherd” (Revelation 7).

• What is a prime difference between Christ and all other religions and
their founders and leaders? Surely it is this: Ultimately, in Christ, God is
not simply giving people spiritual insights or religious dogma (whether
through meditation, in rituals, or by sacred texts). Rather, in Christ and
Christ alone, God is revealing himself, doing so by giving us himself, and
doing so by withholding from us nothing of himself.
• Therefore, we can be confident of this: Any claims by other religions or
their founders — whether teachings, rituals, laws, revelations — that are
deemed inconsistent with the character and purposes of God as revealed
in Jesus Christ and summed up in him cannot be of God.
• By showing us God so perfectly, Jesus connects us to the inescapable
realities of who God is and what he’s all about. Therefore, there can be
no legitimate claims to ultimate Truth from scholars or philosophers or
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clerics that bypass Jesus because “all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge are hidden in him.” (Colossians 2).
Outside of Jesus, God may be vaguely knowable; but a clear vision of God
that opens unhindered fellowship with him can come only through
knowing and trusting Jesus Christ. Only what God has manifested to us
exclusively in his Son is sufficient to secure our eternal destiny with him.
• Because Christ reveals God to us, any other focus of worship finally
results in idolatry.
We know that we are children of God. We know that the whole world
is under the control of the evil one. We also know that the Son of God
has come. He has given us understanding. So we can know the God
who is true. And we belong to the true God by belonging to his Son,
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. Dear children, keep
away from statues of gods (1 John 5).
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The Wrap
The revelation of God that Jesus brings us is our starting point for making
sense of everything else.
We may not be able to explain how and why the events of our own lives, let
alone the dramas of history, unfold the way they do (often leaving us
perplexed, even sorrowful). But we can know that the God of history, the God
of nations, as well as the God of every individual is exactly as we see him in
Jesus Christ.
No matter what may transpire in our lives, God’s stance toward us remains
forever the same as he has revealed himself to be in Jesus. God is who and
what he is toward us in, and through, and as the Lord Jesus Christ.
Even in the midst of inexplicable heartaches, sobering setbacks,
indiscriminate disasters, or even momentary defeats at the hands of evil
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powers, peace and confidence remain the portion of those who flee to the
God we see in Jesus Christ.
In him, we can find perspectives on God’s character and ways that give us
new ground from which to engage the darkness around us. That’s because
all the promises of God are YES! to us — perfectly revealed and sealed for us
— in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 1).
Finally, let’s not forget: All current revelations of the wonders of God in Jesus
have only just begun! Christ will increasingly be the perfect exhibition of God
for all time.
When the knowledge of God’s glory is displayed, covering the earth like
waters cover the sea (as Habakkuk 2 foretells), we will discover that the
wonder of it all was marvelously unveiled in the person and work and reign
of the Son seated at God’s right hand.
The eternal blessing of growing in the knowledge of the glory of God is ours
already, today. To us belongs the privilege of living in the presence of a Savior
who will never cease to enlarge and intensify fresh revelations of the living
God for those he has redeemed.
The glad news is that we will continue knowing God more fully and deeply
as we continue to unwrap the inexhaustible riches of who God is as seen in
his Son (Ephesians 3).
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As the Picture of Scripture
When Steve Jobs died in October 2011, one national newspaper headlined
his passing with this line: “He Not Only Saw the Future — He Created the
Future.”
“He created the future” — what does that involve? To explain his approach
to life, this creative genius behind iPods, iPhones, and iPads often quoted a
famous hockey player’s strategy about how he played the game: “You don’t
skate to where the puck is; you skate to where it’s going to be.” Jobs’ focus
stretched beyond the status quo because his focus honed in on the future!
It was often said of the founder of Apple Computer Corporation that he did
not invent what people wanted; instead, he invented what people needed
even if they had not yet reached the place where they wanted it. Then he set
out to help them discover why they should want it.
In the same way, Scripture compiles historic events, religious rituals, festivals,
personalities, poetry, principles, and prophecies with a sharp eye to the
future — seeing where God is headed; seeing what is needed before we
know we need it or want it; moving God’s people toward a vision beyond
the status quo. The Bible focuses all of this on the paramount personality of
time and eternity, by whom the future is created and shaped: Jesus Christ.
From the beginning, he remains the prevailing picture being painted by
Scripture — the picture of what we need and what multitudes will conclude
eventually they truly want.
“The picture of Scripture” — this is precisely who he should be to us: the one
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toward whom all Scripture points and in whom all Scripture finds its real
meaning. Understanding this dimension adds valuable texture to what we’ve
already explored about who Christ is TO us.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

The Bible is all about Christ.
The Old Testament casts the shadow of Christ.
Precepts, prophets, praises, and promises picture Christ for us.
The calling and chronicles of Israel culminate as a picture of Christ.
The New Testament brings the Old Testament picture of Christ to life!

The Bible Is All About Christ
• The Scriptures are really one book — and that book is summed up in
Jesus. This is why the early Church fathers liked to say “the Bible is Jesus.”
To be true to the Bible is to be devoted to the Person with whom it is
preoccupied. A high view of Scripture is inseparable from a high view of
Christ, and vice versa. “The Bible is the cradle in which Christ is laid”
(Martin Luther).
• Every book of the Bible provides further revelations of who God’s
Son is. As M. R. DeHaan writes:
The Bible is filled with word pictures, and all these have as their
central figure a Person . . . If we search long enough we shall find upon
every page of Scripture, standing somewhere in the shadow, the
outline of the central Person of the Book — the Lord Jesus Christ,
both the object and end of all Scripture. The last book of the Bible
opens with the words, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ,” and this is not
only the title of the last book of the Bible, but it may well be taken as
the title of all the books in the Bible, for it is truly the “revelation of
Jesus Christ.”

• Therefore, all biblical truth must be understood “in Christ.” If not, the
truth of any text becomes diminished in one way or another.
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• The Scottish reformer John Knox was always intent on unveiling
Christ in every sermon he preached. It was said of him:
Christ is in every verb, in every noun, in every adverb, in every
adjective, in every participle — Christ is in every syntactical device in
all of Scripture (Ian Hamilton).

• Charles Spurgeon encouraged fellow pastors like this:
Every text of Scripture provides us a road to take us to Christ. I have
not found a text where this is not so. And it is your duty, my brothers
and sisters, to find that road and take it.

• The Biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation paints the manifold
colors of Christ for us. It is a progressive unfolding of, and expansion on,
two overarching themes: the person of Christ and the purposes of his
kingdom. Two key questions can help unlock any portion of Scripture: (1)
How does this passage show me more of Christ? (2) What more does this
passage tell me about his kingdom purposes?
• The Bible points to Christ from different directions. The words of the
prophets point forward to the Christ yet to come. The teachings of the
apostles point upward to the Christ who now reigns at God’s right hand,
even as they point outward, calling us to join Christ in the unfolding of
God’s purposes.
• Both prophets and apostles serve as signposts to direct us to Christ
so that through their words our vision of him might increase. For
example, as the last in the centuries-long line of Old Testament prophets,
John the Baptizer concluded:
The bride belongs to the groom. The friend who helps the groom
waits and listens for him. He is full of joy when he hears the groom’s
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become more
important. I must become less important (John 3).

• Jesus encouraged his disciples to see him pictured in Scripture.
Then Jesus turned to his disciples. He said to them in private, “Blessed
are the eyes that see what you see. I tell you, many prophets and
kings wanted to see what you see. But they didn’t see it. They wanted
to hear what you hear. But they didn’t hear it” (Luke 10).
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• This makes the Bible more relevant today than ever. That’s because
the Person portrayed throughout its pages is alive and reigning right now,
as he ushers every passage into glorious fulfillment.
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The Old Testament Casts
the Shadow of Christ
• Everything Jesus did was foreshadowed in the Hebrew Bible. Christ
was previsioned. His coming was forecast. Then one day he stepped from
behind the curtain of the Old Testament, as it were, to come among us in
the “fullness of time” (Galatians 4).
• Christ was concealed (waiting to be revealed) in many facets of the
Old Testament. For example, he was concealed in its myriad of events,
personalities, traditions, and rituals. Now, for New Testament saints, he
has become the locus of all the principles and promises and prophecies
God gave to Israel.
• Christ did not fail to exhibit what the Old Testament revealed about
the character and ways of God. Instead, he gave God’s Word a whole
new reality in himself, which only the New Testament can help us
appreciate fully.
• The pages of the Old Testament cast the “shadow” of Christ at every
turn. They provided a silhouette of the Savior who was to come, an outline
of what he was coming to do. But the Lord Jesus Christ himself becomes
the tangible, visible “substance” that was casting the shadow all along. He
brings scriptures to their fulfillment. A shadow always calls attention to
the presence of something beyond itself. Even so, Old Testament texts
pointed to someone yet to come, who would be far more vivid, delightful,
memorable, and compelling than any passage could portray.
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• Here’s how Paul contrasts Old Testament shadows with the impact of
Christ in the flesh:
He won the battle over them by dying on the cross. So don’t let
anyone judge you because of what you eat or drink. Don’t let anyone
judge you about holy days. I’m talking about special feasts and New
Moons and Sabbath days. They are only a shadow of the things to come.
But what is real is found in Christ (Colossians 2, emphasis added).

• Jesus’ mission of redemption fulfilled the Scriptures. Paul writes:
Christ died for our sins, just as Scripture said he would. He was buried.
He was raised from the dead on the third day, just as Scripture said he
would (1 Corinthians 15, emphasis added).

• Jesus emphasized this truth during his inaugural message in the
Nazareth synagogue.
He stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed
to him. He unrolled it and found the right place. There it is written,
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me. He has anointed me to announce the
good news to poor people . . . “ The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were staring at him. He began by saying to them, “Today
this passage of Scripture is coming true as you listen” (Luke 4).

• To say Jesus “fulfills” the Old Testament is to say, in essence, that he
“fills it full” of himself, thus giving it its ultimate meaning. Every
picture painted in the Old Testament of Yahweh and his mighty acts —
both his displays of grace and of judgment — must be matched up with
the fullness of Jesus as unveiled in the New Testament. There the
descriptions find their truest meanings and paramount manifestations.
• Thus, Christ is the picture painted for us by Scripture throughout all
its pages. Thinking of Jesus’ magnificent manifestation of his inner glory
to three disciples by his transfiguration (Matthew 17), Peter who was
there that day exclaimed decades later:
Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the
message proclaimed by the prophets (2 Peter 1, NLT).
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Precepts, Prophets, Praises, and Promises
Picture Christ for Us
• Christ opens up the Old Testament for us; he makes it come alive.
That’s why we should study Christ in light of the Old Testament, while at
the same time seek to understand the Old Testament in light of Christ (as
the New Testament helps us to do).
• Often Jesus amplified for his disciples how he was pictured in
Scripture. Consider the experience of the disciples on the Emmaus road
on the evening of Resurrection Day, joined by Jesus, incognito:
Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are! How long it takes you to
believe all that the prophets said! Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer
these things and then receive his glory?” Jesus explained to them
what was said about himself in all the Scriptures. He began with
Moses and all the Prophets . . . Their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him . . . They said to each other, “He explained to us what
the Scriptures meant. Weren’t we excited as he talked with us on the
road?” (Luke 24).

• Paul teaches that Christ is the “end of the Law” (Romans 10) — not
because he discarded the Law (which he did not) but because the
Law was subsumed in him and his redemptive work. In a sense, he
personalized the Law as he brought to completion everything it signified,
and required, and promoted, and foreshadowed. As Paul observed:
I know what enthusiasm they [the people of Israel] have for God, but
it is misdirected zeal . . . For Christ has already accomplished the
purpose for which the law was given. As a result, all who believe in
him are made right with God (Romans 10, NLT).

• Because he is the fulfillment of the Law, Jesus ushers us into an
encounter with God’s glory beyond what the Law could ever offer.
The Law was written in letters on stone. Even though it was a way of
serving God, it led to death . . . The Law that condemns people to
death had glory. How much more glory does the work of the Spirit
have! His work makes people right with God. The glory of the old
covenant is nothing compared with the far greater glory of the
new . . . And this glory comes from the Lord, who is the Holy Spirit
(2 Corinthians 3).
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• In the same way, Christ subsumed all of God’s promises to his people
in the Old Testament. He gave all they forecast a grander dimension
by anchoring them in himself. He reconstituted the promises according
to how they capture the vastness of his majesty and supremacy. Of the
myriad guarantees God gives, Paul claims:
The message of Christ has always been “Yes.” God has made a great
many promises. They are all “Yes” because of what Christ has done.
So through Christ we say “Amen.” We want God to receive glory
(2 Corinthians 1).

• All biblical prophecy intersects at the feet of Jesus. This is what the
angel told John:
I’m a servant just like you, and like your brothers and sisters who hold
to the witness of Jesus. The witness of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy
(Revelation 19, MSG, emphasis added).

• Just as other prophets did, Abraham also celebrated Jesus ahead of
time.
Jesus replied . . . “Your father Abraham was filled with joy at the
thought of seeing my day. He saw it and was glad . . . Before Abraham
was born, I am!” (John 8).

• The prophets, who foretold a special Someone coming one day to
save God’s people, also longed to know his identity.
The prophets searched very hard and with great care to find out
about this salvation. They spoke about the grace that was going to
come to you. They wanted to find out when and how this salvation
would come. The Spirit of Christ in them was telling them about the
sufferings of the Messiah. These were his sufferings that were going
to come. The Spirit of Christ was also telling them about the glory that
would follow. It was made known to the prophets that they were not
serving themselves. Instead, they were serving you when they spoke
about the things that you have now heard (1 Peter 1).
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The Calling and Chronicles of Israel
Culminate as a Picture of Christ
• “The promises were given to Abraham. They were also given to
his seed.”
Scripture does not say, “and to seeds.” That means many people. It
says, “and to your seed.” That means one person. And that one person
is Christ . . . You who belong to Christ are Abraham’s seed. So you will
receive what God has promised (Galatians 3).

• The story of Jesus is the high point and resolution of Israel’s story.
The Story of Jesus as Messiah and Lord resolves what is yearning for
completion in the Story of Israel . . . The Jesus Story completes Israel’s
Story. The Plan of Salvation flows out of the Story of Israel and the
Story of Jesus (Scot McKnight).

• Christ embodied the Old Testament calling and mission of Israel, on
behalf of Israel. Christ did not come to found a new religion, but to bring
forth the culmination of the redeeming work of Yahweh, the God of Israel,
for the sake of Israel and the blessing of all nations through Israel. He took
the identity of Israel; then, he took to himself her mission, her moral
responsibility before God, her covenant with God. He embodied Israel’s
calling and secured her destiny to bring hope to the world.
• Through Isaiah, God actually named the coming Messiah "Israel,"
meaning he would be the one who would complete Israel’s mission
to the nations.
He made me his straight arrow and hid me in his quiver. He said to
me, “You’re my dear servant, Israel, through whom I’ll shine” . . . He
says, “But that’s not a big enough job for my servant — just to recover
the tribes of Jacob, merely to round up the strays of Israel. I’m setting
you up as a light for the nations so that my salvation becomes global!”
(Isaiah 49, MSG).

• The story of Israel, in a real sense, is reenacted in the life, ministry,
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. The various dramas
of Israel’s calling, her sufferings, her judgments, her restorations, her
witness to the nations are all played out, in other forms, in the ministry of
Christ — both his earthly ministry and his current reign.
• At least four major themes formed the restoration of Israel, as
promised through the prophets. They have all been summed up in
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Christ alone: the theme of a new king, a new temple, a new priesthood,
and a new creation. Jesus embodies all four themes today.
(1) He is King even though not acknowledged yet as such by Israel, as well
as King over the nations and throughout the universe.
(2) He said his body — crucified and raised from the dead — has become
the final temple, joined by those united with him through new birth to
form a temple that continues to grow.
(3) He ascended on high to become the great High Priest over the
household of God, and to reconstitute his followers into a holy
priesthood serving with him.
(4) In him, all believers already have become a new creation, even as we
await his return when he will set all creation free from decay to vibrate
forever with resurrection life.
• All things the Hebrew Bible teaches about the three major leadership
roles in Scripture — prophet, priest, king — converge in the one who
is called “the Christ.” “Christ” means “anointed one.” Just as the leaders
of Israel were anointed for their roles, so Jesus is now the Christ, the
Anointed One, set apart as the “cosmic” Prophet, Priest, and King for all of
us, forever. All the blessings we receive from Heaven right now come
through how he carries out these three roles on our behalf, day after day.
• In addition, Jesus is represented as the new Moses.
If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me
(John 5, NIV).

Better than Moses leading his people to fresh drinking water in the desert,
Jesus becomes the source of eternal restoration for all who follow him.
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They
all ate the same spiritual food. They all drank the same spiritual water.
They drank from the spiritual rock that went with them. That rock was
Christ (1 Corinthians 10).

• What the “promised land” of Palestine represented to Israel is
reconstituted a thousandfold in who Jesus is to us. He has become our
home — our place of inclusion, permanence, security, refuge, festival,
community, prosperity, and inheritance. In Jesus, we dwell and thrive in
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God’s presence. In Jesus, we also become God’s base of operations to be
his witness among the nations.
• Jesus presented himself to his audiences as the ultimate expression
of familiar Old Testament dramas. For example:
The Queen of the South . . . came from a distant land to hear the
wisdom of Solomon. Now someone greater than Solomon is here . . .
The people of Nineveh . . . repented of their sins at the preaching of
Jonah. Now someone greater than Jonah is here (Luke 11, NLT).
Haven’t you read the Law? It tells how every Sabbath day the priests
in the temple have to do their work on that day. But they are not
considered guilty. I tell you that something more important than the
temple is here . . . The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath day
(Matthew 11).

• The Old Testament’s final “Day of the Lord,” which promised to
restore Israel, has become, in New Testament language, the “Day of
Christ.” Christ is the Father’s authorized agent to execute everything God
intends whenever Scriptures point to the final hour of redemption and
judgment, both for his people and among the nations.
Even today, living under his reign, we are invited to experience foretastes
of the Day of Christ. But there’s much more to come. The climactic
intervention that lies ahead will greatly expand our vision of Jesus as the
champion of all of God’s redeeming purposes.
• “We who have been quarried out from the bowels of Christ are the
true Israelite race . . .”
Along with Abraham we will inherit the holy land when we receive
the inheritance for an endless eternity, being children of Abraham
through a similar faith in Christ (Justin Martyr, Church father).

• “Either Jesus is the Messiah for all, or he is not Messiah at all”
(Lausanne Paper, 2004). If Jesus is not the Messiah promised by the Old
Testament for the deliverance of the Jewish people, then he is not the
Messiah promised for the salvation of the nations.
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The New Testament Brings the
Old Testament Picture of Christ to Life!
• As with the Old Testament, every portion of the New Testament is
equally rooted in Christ. The Gospels, Acts, Letters, and Revelation are
subject to Christ, concerned about Christ, and can be adequately
understood and applied to the Church (and to each believer) only to the
degree he remains our primary focus as we do so.
• Notice how the last book of the Bible paints a portrait of Christ. It
begins:
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His
bond-servants . . . (Revelation 1, NASB).

Toward the end it reminds us:
The witness of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Revelation 19, MSG).

• For example, one might call the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) an x-ray of
the very heart of Christ. He became poor for us. He showed the servant
spirit of the meek. He hungered for righteousness — not for himself but
for his whole creation. He was pure in his devotion to the Father and in
his commitment to do the Father’s will. He suffered, both in life and in
death, for God’s glory and God’s purposes. By his death, resurrection, and
ascension he became the arch Peacemaker for the universe.
• All New Testament doctrines converge at Jesus’ feet — to focus on
him, to know him, and to exalt him. All doctrines — such as God’s
holiness, reconciliation of sinners, the unity of the Church, the gifts of the
Spirit, as well as teachings on daily discipleship, spiritual warfare, the
resurrection, and the end of the world — take us to him.
• New Testament teachings should never be explored apart from
seeing their implications for who Christ is to us — whether texts about
worship, or evangelism, or miracles, or dark powers, or suffering, or
regeneration, or ministry to the poor. All that was written for the early
Church is supremely about him and for him. It makes sense to us only
because of him. It never ceases to keep enlarging our picture of him.
• Just as the Old Testament is Yahweh-shaped, the New Testament is
Jesus-shaped. As we’ve already seen, the early Church gave Jesus the
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honor, titles, and roles of Yahweh, transforming how we get to know the
God of the Old Testament as a result.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1, NIV).
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The Wrap
One might say the Bible functions a little like a personal photo album of Jesus.
Or to be more contemporary, call it his very own Facebook account!
Throughout the Bible’s pages we see his face — sometimes shadowed,
sometimes shining; sometimes black and white, sometimes painted with a
rich palate of colors. Still, it is all his face from one angle or another.
A day is coming, however, when every prospect, projection, and promise in
both Old and New Testaments will reach their culmination — when the full
scope of Biblical hope will be gathered up in one final display of the Son’s
majesty and supremacy.
That impending cosmic breakthrough of his reign, toward which all Scripture
moves, will create the permanent grand masterpiece portrait of the Grand
Master of the universe — a picture like no other, to dazzle our hearts with him
and fuel our worship of him for all that he is to us, forever and ever.
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By the Claims of His Names
As we’ve seen more than once in this chapter,
many Old Testament names and descriptions for
Yahweh have been applied to Jesus,
including Holy One, First and Last, Living
One, King of kings, Bridegroom, Creator,
Redeemer, Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
But the New Testament greatly expands his
array of titles.
In John 1, for example, Jesus is called “the Word,”
meaning, among other things, that he has
become to us God’s voice — God speaking, God’s
language, God’s truth, God’s final message to the
world.
Another example: He designates himself as a foundational “Rock”
(Matthew 7); Paul calls him the “One Foundation” (1 Corinthians 3); and Peter
says he is the “Living Stone” (1 Peter 2). All these metaphors indicate he’s the
one upon whom the Father has permanently established his redemptive
plan for the ages.
Or again, he called himself the “Light of the World” (John 8). Without him we
remain in spiritual darkness, not knowing which way to go. He is “the Way”
(John 14). Without him, we will never be able to find a path to forgiveness
and fellowship with the living God.
We speak of Christ as “the Righteousness of God” (Romans 1 and
1 Corinthians 1). Many claims for Jesus are implied by this phrase. For
starters: His whole life was lived in perfect obedience to the Father. Due to
his inherent nature as God, he remained consistently true to the character of
God throughout his life and ministry. He was loyal to the purposes of God,
extending all the way to the cross. 2 Corinthians 5 concludes: “[God] made
Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him” (NASB, emphasis added).
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In other words, in his sinless perfection Jesus has secured God’s forgiveness
and eternal blessings for all who are alive in him. He has become our
righteousness — we are clothed with him — so we might freely live before
God’s face. Because he is God’s perfect righteousness “in bodily form,” God
will one day judge the world in righteousness through this one Man
appointed the Judge of all things (Acts 17).
What a claim about the supremacy of Christ lies in this one name alone —
“the Righteousness of God”!
Listen to early Church fathers as they declared Jesus’ names. In A.D. 180,
Irenaeus wrote:
Jesus is Himself in his own right, beyond all men who have ever lived:
God, Lord, King Eternal, Incarnate Word, Holy Lord, the Wonderful, the
Counselor, the Beautiful in appearance, the Mighty God.

In A.D. 193, Clement of Alexandria penned:
He is the circle of all powers rolled and united into one unit, called
Alpha and Omega.

And in A.D. 248, Origen proclaimed:
His Son is God the Word, and Wisdom, and Truth, and Righteousness
— and everything else that the sacred Scriptures call him when
speaking of God.

Jonathan Edwards, the Puritan theologian and revival leader in the 1700s,
took the dual names for Christ in Revelation — Lion and Lamb — and
reasoned about their claim like this: As a lion, Jesus is a devourer. He excels
in strength; in appearance and voice he rises up with majesty. Everything is
his “prey” to do with as he pleases. As a Lamb, however, this same Jesus
excels in meekness and patience. He is yielded to the Father’s will and to our
good — becoming our sacrifice and (like wool) our covering before the
Court of Heaven. John’s vision of Jesus in the throne room, Edwards correctly
deduced, means that in Christ both of the “excellencies” come together in
perfect harmony.
Bottom line: The fame of his name ratifies his claim to carry out his reign,
which is all to his gain — and ours.
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

Hebrews 13 summons us to action: “Through Jesus, therefore, let us
continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — the fruit of lips that openly
profess his name” (NIV, emphasis added). Or, as expressed in another
translation: “Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of
praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name” (NLT, emphasis added).
On the following pages you’ll find an explosion of names and titles — a
palate of snapshots and starter thoughts, painting the person of Christ.
Reflect on what each name represents or implies; on what each title reveals
about his attributes, or character, or nature, or roles, or ministries, as the Son
of God fulfilling the purposes of God. How would you worship him based on
the truths implied by each name on the list? How might declaring
(confessing) the meanings behind some of these names for Jesus give you
fresh words to use as you praise him, alone or with others, or as you tell a
non-Christian what Jesus means to you?
For starters: How might one of these names help you talk more effectively
with other believers about his supremacy and majesty to help them see
more clearly who Christ is to us?
Jesus (Yahweh Saves)
Messiah (The Anointed One)
Immanuel (God With Us)
Radiance of God’s Glory (Hebrews 1)
Image of the Invisible God (Colossians 1)
Son From Heaven (1 Thessalonians 1)
Mystery of God (Colossians 2)
Mystery of Godliness (1 Timothy 3)
Son of the Living God (Matthew 16)
Firstborn of All Creation (Colossians 1)
Firstborn From Among the Dead
(Colossians 1)
The Righteousness of God
(1 Corinthians 1)
Alpha and Omega (Revelation 1)
The First and the Last (Revelation 1)

The Beginning and the End
(Revelation 1)
The Beloved One (Ephesians 1)
The Chosen One (Matthew 12)
The Scepter (Numbers 24)
Faithful and True Witness
(Revelation 19)
Savior of the World (John 4)
Israel, My Servant (Isaiah 49)
Great High Priest (Hebrews 4)
Lord of the Dead and the Living
(Romans 14)
King of the Jews (John 19)
Head of the Church (Ephesians 1)
Ruler of the Kings of the Earth
(Revelation 1)
King of Glory (Psalm 24)
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Judge of All (2 Corinthians 5)
Commander of the Lord’s Army
(Joshua 5)
Redeemer (Isaiah 59)
Lamb of God (John 1)
Son of Man (Matthew 26)
Word of God (Revelation 19)
Messenger of the Covenant (Malachi 3)
Teacher (John 3)
Hope of Glory (Colossians 1)
Our Master (John 13)
Bread of Life (John 6)
Good Shepherd (John 10)
Man of Sorrows (Isaiah 53)
Advocate Before the Father (1 John 2)
The Amen (Revelation 3)
Mighty God (Isaiah 9)
The New and Living Way (Hebrews 10)
The Resurrection and the Life (John 11)
Fragrant Offering to God (Ephesians 5)
Overseer of our Souls (1 Peter 2)
The True Vine (John 15)
Most Excellent of Men (Psalm 45)
Apostle/High Priest of our Faith
(Hebrews 3)
Author/ Finisher of our Faith
(Hebrews 12)
I Am (John 8)
Ancient of Days (Daniel 7)
Root of David (Revelation 5)
Hope of Israel (Acts 28)
Atoning Sacrifice (1 John 2)
Chief Cornerstone (1 Peter 2)
The Foundation (1 Corinthians 3)
Living Stone (1 Peter 2)

The Way, the Truth, the Life (John 14)
One Mediator (1 Timothy 2)
Banner for the Nations (Isaiah 11)
Light for the Nations (Isaiah 49)
The Branch Out of Jesse (Isaiah 11)
Bridegroom (John 1)
Our Brother (Romans 8)
Son of Abraham (Matthew 1)
Heir of All Things (Hebrews 1)
Refiner and Purifier (Malachi 3)
Wonderful Counselor (Isaiah 9)
Wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1)
Power of God (1 Corinthians 1)
Son of David (Luke 1)
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9)
Friend of Sinners (Luke 7)
Ransom for Many (1 Timothy 2)
Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13)
God’s Indescribable Gift
(2 Corinthians 9)
Bright Morning Star (Revelation 22)
Sun of Righteousness (Malachi 4)
Arm of the Lord (Isaiah 53)
Lamp of the City (Revelation 21)
Light of the World (John 8)
The Good Shepherd (John 10)
Fullness of the Godhead (Colossians 2)
First Fruits (1 Corinthians 15)
The Pearl of Great Price (Matthew 13)
Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5)
The King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible,
the Only God (1 Timothy 1)
Name Above Every Name (Philippians 2)
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To take another approach: Identify the claims of names we might give him,
based on major themes found in each of the 66 books of the Bible.
For example:
From Genesis, Jesus is the
Second Adam
From Exodus, Jesus is our Liberator
From Leviticus, Jesus is the
Sacrifice for Sins
From Numbers, Jesus is the
Promised Land
From Deuteronomy, Jesus is our
Master Teacher
From Joshua, Jesus is our
Supreme Commander
From 1 Samuel, Jesus is our
Anointed King
From Ruth, Jesus is our
Kinsman Redeemer
From Psalms, Jesus is our
Worship Leader
From Proverbs, Jesus is our
Life Coach

From Jeremiah, Jesus is our
Weeping Prophet
From Isaiah, Jesus is our
Servant of the Lord
From Haggai, Jesus is our
Glorious Temple
From Malachi, Jesus is our Refiner’s Fire
From John, Jesus is Eternal Life
From Acts, Jesus is Savior of All Peoples
From Romans, Jesus is
God’s Righteousness
From Ephesians, Jesus is
Head of the Church
From Colossians, Jesus is the
Hope of Glory
From Hebrews, Jesus is our
Great High Priest
From Revelation, Jesus is our
Victorious Champion

That’s the idea. Now, why don’t you try this approach with other books of
the Bible? (Pastors and small group leaders: Notice how quickly this gets you
started on a full year of weekly topics for sermons and studies on the person
of Christ!)

The Wrap
Steve Hall, a trainer of Christian leaders in the Pacific Northwest, recently
developed a book and online daily audio devotional, I Want To Know More of
Christ (http://christnow.com/devotions/). Each day, he takes one name for
Jesus from the Bible, quotes the passage it appears in, and then develops a
brief prayer that expands on the claim in that name. He has turned each
name or title of Jesus into a combination of adoration and intercession. After
Steve created 365 separate meditations he reported that he had discovered
sufficient additional names and titles for Jesus to produce a volume two!
Who is Christ TO us? Steve's prayer for October 14 is one way to answer.
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The Radiance of God’s Glory
Hebrews 1:1-4
The Son is the Radiance of God’s Glory and
the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word.
Dear Father, I bow before You, the God of glory, and before Your Son,
the Radiance (splendor, brightness, excellence, perfection, dazzling
light) of God’s (Your) Glory. I am deeply grateful that through Christ
You fully answered Moses’ request in Exodus 33:18, “Now show me
more of Christ, the Radiance of God’s Glory.” I rejoice that in the
incarnate Son, your magnificent glory (the fullness of who you are) is
made manifest (radiates out to us), just as John writes in John 1:14:
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have
seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.” I want to know all of that radiance you
will share with me. I pray you will help me grow in my love relationship
with Him, experience the depths of his power and glory, and speak
continually of Him to many, many other believers. I pray you will give
me, my family members and all believers in our region an insatiable
passion to know all there is to know about Jesus, the Radiance of
God’s Glory, and, thus, to honor and serve and worship you more and
more. I join the Doxology in Jude 24-25, “To Him who is able to keep
you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy — to the only God our Savior, be glory,
majesty, power, for ever and ever. Amen.”
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Who Christ Is TO Us Today:

As Our Identity and Destiny
For decades, DC Comics has entertained generations by presenting amazing
stories of fictional superheroes such as the Green Lantern, Batman,
Spiderman, and Superman. Some of the comics have evolved into global
blockbuster movies. Many of these incomparable champions of justice,
however, are forced to assume secret identities in order to fulfill their
missions.
Take, for example, Superman. Born on the planet Krypton and jettisoned to
earth, he was adopted as a baby by a Kansas couple with the surname of
Kent. Known from then on as Clark Kent, he grew up incognito. Even as an
adult newspaper reporter for the Daily Planet, he concealed his blue, red,
and yellow Superman uniform underneath the suit of a regular businessman,
and further disguised himself by wearing dark-rimmed glasses. His real
identity as Superman remained a secret to everyone, even when he
disappeared into a phone booth to remove his everyday garments and
emerge as Superman, once more ready to fight for “the American way.”
In a similar way, Christians have a “secret identity.” Yes, we are ordinary sinners
like everyone around us. Yet, at the same time, we have another identity —
an extraordinary one — that only other committed believers can fully
appreciate. Our true identity is Christ himself! In fact, Christ is the totality of
our identity before Heaven. That’s another facet of who he is TO us today.
Giving my life to him involved the death of my old self and rebirth of a whole
new self; now I’m defined simply as a person who is found “in Christ.” This
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means when God looks at me he sees Christ, and he sees me only in terms
of my union with Christ.
Paul writes of this “secret identity” in Colossians 3:
You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God. Christ is your
life. When he appears again, you also will appear with him in
heaven’s glory.

Or as The Message paraphrases the passage:
Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life — even
though invisible to spectators — is with Christ in God. He is your life.
When Christ (your real life, remember) shows up again on this earth,
you’ll show up, too — the real you, the glorious you.

Unfortunately, for many of us Christians this “secret identity” remains a secret
— not only to our neighbors but also to ourselves! Many of us need to reflect
much more carefully on how Christ has become to us the totality of our own
identity. Let’s start doing this right now!

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

The way God sees his Son is the way God sees us.
Christ has become the riches of Heaven to us.
Christ has become God’s righteousness to us.
His story has become our story.

The Way God Sees His Son Is the Way
God Sees Us
• The Father offers us no other identity outside of who we are in his
Son. The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has become Father to all who
belong to him — he “fathers” us as if we too were Jesus. The Father’s
commitment to those who are in Christ is as full and complete as it could
ever be. He accepts us exactly the way he accepts and embraces the Son
he has always and fully loved from the beginning because we dwell in
Jesus (Ephesians 1).
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• God chose us to be his own by uniting us with his Son.
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we
are united with Christ. Even before he made the world, God loved us
and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes . . . So
we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who
belong to his dear Son (Ephesians 1, NLT).

• We are fully accepted because of our total identity with Jesus. Instead
of looking upon our hearts where he sees much that deserves his
judgment, the Father sees believers positioned in his Son. He looks upon
Jesus’ heart — displayed in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension —
and treats us as if Jesus’ heart were our heart. We not only find ourselves
to be a new creation because we are in Christ but we also have received
a new reputation before the courts of Heaven because we are his.
• Christ is our peace with God. Not only does he offer us peace with God,
but he himself is our peace with God.
At one time you were far away from God. But now you belong to
Christ Jesus. He spilled his blood for you. This has brought you near
to God. Christ himself is our peace . . . Through Christ we both [Jews
and Gentiles] come to the Father by the power of one Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 2).

• Those whom God saves, he saves only “in Christ” — in his person and
in his position as the Son of God. As the Reformers saw it, union with
Christ is at the core of every other facet of our salvation.
And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is
the true God and eternal life (1 John 5, NIV).
. . . the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6,
NIV).

• Full humanity is any humanity in union and communion with
God’s Son — both.
The images of union with Christ, abiding in Christ and participation in Christ present a multifaceted and wide-ranging
theology of salvation. No part of human identity goes untouched
by union with Christ — one’s life is found in Christ, by the Spirit,
in service to the Father (J. Todd Billings).
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• This is the best of all gifts we receive in Christ. God gives us more than
sins pardoned and a welcome into everlasting life. First, above all else and
as the source of all else, he gives us a new identity in Jesus. In Jesus, we
find the very definition and meaning of our existence.
• Christ took our identity so we could have his. As Christ, for our sakes,
identified himself with us by becoming one of us, even to the point of
dying in our place on the cross, so now we, for his sake, are identified with
him and exalted in him. As Christ offered himself unconditionally to the
Father on the cross, now in the same way we are offered unconditionally
to the Father in him because of his cross.
• He does more than “complete” us; he “repositions” us. Our coming to
Christ is called a “new birth” because we start all over again. Our Savior
incorporates us into his own identity so fully that we never again see
ourselves as separate from him, and God never sees us outside of him.
Jesus “re-places” us — that is, he places us in himself.
• Without losing our individual uniqueness that was made in God’s
image, our existence is summed up in who Jesus is — nothing more,
nothing less, nothing else. Christians aren’t meant to be defined by who
we are not, but rather we are people learning every day more of who we
have become in Christ.
• Not only have we been redeemed in Christ, we have also been
renamed. “Christian” literally means “of the party of the Christ.” We identify
with him. We are wrapped up in his kingdom’s advance. All we ever will
be in God’s eyes throughout ages to come is precisely who we are right
now because we bear his name.
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Christ Has Become the Riches of Heaven
to Us
• From the beginning, what we sinners lacked above everything else
was this: We lacked Christ. Without him, we were eternally impoverished
because we lacked all of God’s promises that are given only to those who
are in him. However, united to him who completely encompasses the
fullness of the Godhead bodily, we have everything necessary for our
eternal salvation (Colossians 2).
• Jesus defines our worth by his worth. He redeemed us. Using the
vocabulary of business and finance, this means he restored our original
value to God. He not only “bought us back” from sin and judgment
through the sacrifice of himself, but also, as a result, his infinite value to
the Father now guarantees our own infinite value to him. God’s Son, fully
investing his worth in our worth, not only is the totality of our identity
but also our greatest dignity.
• We are heirs of Christ because we belong to him (Romans 8). The Throne
of Heaven has decreed that everything Christ is and has — as well as all
he has accomplished — is now transferred to those who belong to him.
• All of God’s “riches in glory” are found in Christ alone. They belong to
us only to the extent we belong to him (Philippians 4). In Christ we have
everything in heaven and earth we will ever need or want. Paul writes:
You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he
could make you rich (2 Corinthians 8, NLT).
As Jerome reminds us: “He is rich enough who is poor in Christ”
[emphasis added].

• “Union with Christ does not mean we simply participate in his
benefits; rather, we participate in him, in his life, in the fullness of his
supremacy,” writes J. Todd Billings. He continues:
In fact, we are so united to him that, as our Mediator, he unites us with
the very life of the Godhead. Christ is our identity. We must step into
it, live into it and move out from it. This is who we are!

• Right now, our residence has been relocated permanently to the
highest place, into the central courtyard of Jesus’ kingdom.
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He has saved us from the kingdom of darkness. He has brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves. Because of what the Son has
done, we have been set free. Because of him, all of our sins have been
forgiven (Colossians 1).
Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced
us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all
this on his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set
us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah. Now
God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the
next to shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 2, MSG).

• In Christ, eternal life isn’t just something that will happen to us
“someday.” It is our “new reality” right now because Christ himself is
eternal life to us. He is the source, the quality, and the vitality of it — a life
available to us every moment because of our union with him.
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life and this life is
in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life . . . (1 John 5, NIV).

• Being “in Christ” is like being a child in a mother’s womb. We draw our
existence, our nourishment, our protection, our prospects, and our family
status from him — but only so long as we remain in him.
• We are greatly blessed, not only by Jesus but also with Jesus because
we are in Jesus. We are redefined by the only person in the universe with
whom the Father is thoroughly pleased (Luke 3). Therefore, there can be
no prospect of lasting blessings for anyone, anywhere, at any time, who
remains outside the realm of a relationship with God’s dearly loved Son.
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Christ Has Become God’s Righteousness
to Us
• We have peace with God because “the Son gets in his eyes.”
God is holy, I’m not, and there’s no way he can even look at me until I
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have the covering of Christ’s blood. How can a righteous God look at
me, a sinner, and see a precious child? Simple: The Son gets in his eyes
(Carolyn Arends).

On the other hand, we can’t understand how the Father sees us as
righteous until the Son gets in our eyes too.
• A marvelous trade has been made! As the Reformers like Luther taught
from Scripture, the Father has brought about a “happy exchange”: Christ
took upon himself who we are as sinners so that we might take upon
ourselves who he is as God’s Righteous One.
• He became our righteousness because he identified with the curse
we once bore.
Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing
it completely into himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says,
“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”? That is what happened
when Jesus was nailed to the cross: He became a curse, and at the
same time dissolved the curse. And now, because of that, the air is
cleared . . . We are all able to receive God’s life, his Spirit, in and with
us by believing . . . (Galatians 3, MSG, emphasis added).

• In Scripture, to be “righteous” means one is standing in a right
relationship with God. Christ’s righteousness is the only righteousness
that matters before the throne of God. United with Jesus, we share his
righteousness; we share his right relationship with the Father as if it were
our own.
• Christ is our righteousness. This is not about what we have done but
about who we are in him. He is reckoned by God to be to us our
righteousness (1 Corinthians 1); in fact, we are made the righteousness of
God in him (2 Corinthians 5). We have received him in place of our
transgression, our iniquity, and our treason against Heaven.
• Christ is our righteousness. We have no other way to impress God or to
escape his tribunal except to hide in, and take as our own, the
righteousness of Christ — his eternal righteousness as the Son of God, his
earthly righteousness as the Son of Man, his sacrificial righteousness as
the Lamb of God, his shared righteousness as the Savior from God.
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• Christ is our righteousness. Because of his righteousness, we have been
given a new place before God because we now dwell in his risen Son. All
we ever will be in God’s eyes throughout all ages to come is precisely who
we are to him right now in Jesus.
• Christ is our righteousness.
I’ve dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ and be
embraced by him. I didn’t want some petty, inferior brand of
righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules when I could
get the robust kind that comes from trusting Christ — God’s
righteousness (Philippians 3, MSG).

• Christ is our righteousness.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ . . . God made him who had no sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God
(2 Corinthians 5, NIV).

• Identified with Jesus’ righteousness, the eternal condemnation that
would have been ours is rendered in the past tense. In him, we do not
need to fear the slightest hint of accusation, denunciation, or
renunciation.
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ
Jesus. And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving
Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death
(Romans 8, NLT).

• For all who are united to Christ, the Great Judgment is over. Just as
he will one day gather all things in heaven and on earth to the Father,
even so now he has gathered us unto himself so perfectly that God sees
us as if the Day of Wrath has come and gone, and we are living with Jesus
on the other side in his glorious kingdom. By his Spirit at work in us, we
can actually enjoy foretastes of it right now as if we were already there.
• Because his has become our righteousness too, we gladly boast in
Jesus’ righteousness.
God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him
to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure
and holy, and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If
you want to boast, boast only about the LORD “ (1 Corinthians 1, NLT).
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His Story Has Become Our Story
• What happened to Jesus in his saving ministry to the nations is now
reckoned by God to have happened already to us. The Bible invites
believers themselves to reckon these things to be true of us: We were
crucified with him (Galatians 2). We were buried with him and then raised
again with him (Romans 6). We ascended with him (Ephesians 2). To this
moment, our life is hidden with him in God (Colossians 3). His story is now
our story.
• His death was our death. This has totally rewritten our story and set us
off in a new direction.
My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2, NLT).

Here’s how The Message puts that Galatians 2 passage:
I identified myself completely with him. Indeed, I have been crucified
with Christ. My ego is no longer central. It is no longer important that
I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and I am
no longer driven to impress God. Christ lives in me. The life you see
me living is not “mine,” but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me. I am not going to go back on that.

• His resurrection is our resurrection. His story is our story — our only
story — because now he is the only life we have. The whole human race
has come under the sentence of death. But, being in union with Christ —
the Victor raised from the dead, who is “the firstborn from among the
dead” (Colossians 1) — means our new story involves us with him in a
new creation, as a new humanity, under a new dominion, all of which will
one day encompass the entire universe.
• Therefore, his journey has become our journey, as we walk in union
with him in the newness of his resurrected life, from here to eternity.
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As Paul puts it:
Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have
all died to our old life. He died for everyone so that those who receive
his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live
for Christ, who died and was raised for them (2 Corinthians 5, NLT).

• “Let him who would live to God come out of the grave with Christ
forever” (Martin Luther). To be a new person in Christ Jesus means we
see ourselves and present ourselves to the Father as if we already
possessed the freshness and vigor of resurrection victory — as if the Day
of Resurrection had already come for us.
• In Christ, we also enter into the drama of his ongoing intimacy with
the Father. Christ has become to us our mouth by which we speak to
God. He has become to us our eyes by which we see God. He has become
to us our hands by which we offer service to God.
• Christian discipleship is a call to live the “ascended life” because of
our identity and union with the Ascended One. Since our story has
become part of Christ’s story, we are seated with him in heavenly places
(Ephesians 2 and Revelation 5) where we reign with him right now.
. . . how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ . . . so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord (Romans 5, NIV).

Abiding in Christ, disciples should act as if we already had been to heaven
only to be sent back to earth to live for his praises and his purposes in this
generation.
• Even physically, his story is our story. Joined to Christ, our bodies right
now are regarded as members of his body even as our spirits are one with
his Spirit (1 Corinthians 6). Daily our bodies are presented to him to
become instruments for his righteous design as we play our part in the
“plot” unfolding in his story (Romans 6).
• Christ provides himself as the Spirit's armor to cover us as we join the
part of the story where he wars against dark spiritual forces. United
to him, we arise encased in his righteousness, truth, salvation, and
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strength as our protection. Proclaiming the message of who he is to us
forges for us our mightiest weapon in the battle (Ephesians 6). In fact, we
are urged to clothe ourselves with Christ from top to bottom
(Romans 13).
• Forever, his story has become our story; his identity, our identity; and
his destiny our destiny. Every believer’s story is wrapped up in and
completed by his story. He is the beginning of our new story. He is the
climax toward which our story is moving. He is also the means to reach
the final chapter. The plot of our story is all about Christ and his kingdom.
We have collapsed our story into the larger drama of his story, the one
compelling drama that incorporates all of creation into the liberation of
those who participate in his story (Romans 8). Our old story has been
woven masterfully into his everlasting story, to reappear totally rewritten,
incorporated into his Grand Finale!

The Wrap
We are so engulfed in Jesus that the Father declares us to be dead, buried,
alive again, and seated in glory with him forever. Our identity with Christ is
so total that his present and his future have become our present and our
future.
Apart from Jesus, we would be without God and without hope in this world
(Ephesians 2). Instead, he has become for us all the hope we have or will ever
need. United to him, we get to share in every prospect God decrees for his
Son for all ages to come. Reputations we once held dear have perished, to
be replaced by God’s promises for all of us whose total identity now is found
in Christ alone.
It has been said that the eternal past has no other eternal future but Christ
alone. The outcome of all things for all creation and for all humankind — and
for all believers — is now entirely tied to the outcome of all things for Christ
alone.
Only in union with Christ can we become fully engaged in the unfolding of
God’s kingdom purposes. Our identity and our destiny are defined by who
Jesus is, right now — who he is to us, and consequently who we are in him.
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Who Christ Is TO Us Today:

As the Father’s Passion and Ours
Augustine is considered by some to be the greatest Christian leader since
the Apostle Paul. His writings in the 4th century majored on his own devotion
to Christ, to which summoned all believers.
That he was a man of passion should come as no surprise. Augustine moved
to Carthage at age 17 to continue his education. Although raised as a
Christian, there he deserted the church to pursue a hedonistic lifestyle along
with his fellow students. They were consumed with sex — constantly
thinking about it, pursuing erotic hookups. During this time, he began an
affair with a young lady who became his lover for over thirteen years, with
whom he had a son.
Through all these years, Augustine’s Christian mother never ceased to pray
for his salvation. One day her prayers were answered. On a visit to his
childhood home in North Africa, he was caught up in one of the most
famous of all recorded Christian conversions. It brought him into a new kind
of passion — a fire of love for Jesus Christ that never ceased burning from
that moment forward. Here’s how he described this experience in
Confessions:
Lo! I heard from a neighboring house a voice, as of boy or girl, I know not,
chanting, and oft repeating, “Take up and read; take up and read.” Instantly, my
countenance altered . . . I arose; interpreting it to be no other than a command
from God to open the book [Bible], and read the first chapter I should find . . . I
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seized, opened, and in silence read that section on which my eyes first fell [in
Romans 13] “ . . . put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
lusts of the flesh.” Instantly at the end of this sentence, by a light as it were of
serenity infused into my heart, all the darkness of doubt vanished away.

Years later, reflecting on his conversion and the profound, permanent
longing for Christ it had stirred up in him, Augustine wrote:
You cried, you shouted, you shattered my deafness.
You sparkled, you burned, you scattered my blindness.
You shed forth your fragrance and I drew in my breath,
and now, my soul pants for you alone.
His passion for Jesus was expressed by the human senses of hearing, seeing,
smelling, and tasting. Who was Christ to him? He was Augustine’s consuming
passion.
And so it should be for all of us! Why? Most of all, because God the Son is the
consuming passion of God the Father.
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

The Son has always been the one eternal passion of the Father.
Therefore, Jesus must become our ever-increasing passion as well.

The Son Has Always Been the One Eternal
Passion of the Father
• Jesus is the Father’s magnificent obsession. Within the Trinity, the Father
is so passionate for the Son that he has decreed that in everything the Son is
to have the preeminence, the primacy, the supremacy (Colossians 1). Should
Jesus be any less to us than the consuming passion of our lives as well?
• Christ is the one person in the entire universe to whom God has ever
said without qualifications, “With you I am well pleased.” We might
say, “Jesus is the apple of his father’s eye.” Peter writes:
We were there for the preview! We saw it with our own eyes: Jesus
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resplendent with light from God the Father as the voice of Majestic
Glory spoke: “This is my Son, marked by my love, focus of all my
delight.” We were there on the holy mountain with him. We heard the
voice out of heaven with our very own ears. We couldn’t be more sure
of what we saw and heard — God’s glory, God’s voice. The prophetic
Word was confirmed to us. You’ll do well to keep focusing on it
(2 Peter 1, MSG).

Taking Peter’s exhortation to heart, can we do other than focus on Christ
as our overriding delight as well?
• Christ, the only begotten of the Father, came from “the Father’s
bosom” (John 1, NASB). As we’ve seen, this metaphor suggests deep
intimacy and great affection. It means that Jesus is, and always has been,
the focus of everything the Father desires, designs, and decrees. Should
he not also be that to all believers?
• Again and again in the New Testament, God wants to be known as
“the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Just as an earthly father is fully
satisfied and honored when an earthly son receives the attention and
praise of others, it is the same for God. Have you ever noticed that
whenever God speaks audibly in the Gospels it is either to or about his
Son? This shows us how attentive a Father he is to his Son.
• The Father’s original passion for his own glory now has assumed its
ultimate expression as a passion for the fame and reign of his dear
Son. Yahweh exclaims:
I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to anyone
else (Isaiah 42, NLT).

Yet, he has exalted his Son to the highest place — not diminishing the
father’s glory but only magnifying it more and more. Jesus prayed in
John 17:
Father, the time has come. Bring glory to your Son. Then your Son will
bring glory to you. You gave him authority over all people. He gives
eternal life to all those you have given him. And what is eternal life?
It is knowing you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent.

• In the courts of Heaven, the Father places the Son at the center of the
throne:
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One of the Elders said, “Don’t weep. Look — the Lion from Tribe
Judah, the Root of David’s Tree, has conquered” . . . So I looked, and
there, surrounded by Throne, Animals, and Elders, was a Lamb,
slaughtered but standing tall. Seven horns he had, and seven eyes,
the Seven Spirits of God sent into all the earth. He came to the One
Seated on the Throne and took the scroll from his right hand. The
moment he took the scroll, the Four Animals and Twenty-four Elders
fell down and worshiped the Lamb (Revelation 5, MSG).

Do we give him the same honor? In our hearts and in our churches do we
give him the same position of supremacy the Father is giving him right now?
• The Father is so passionate for the triumphs of his Son that he has
decreed him to be the heir of all things. We read:
. . . but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things . . . (Hebrews 1, NIV).

In the upper room Jesus declared:
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will
receive from me what he will make known to you (John 16, NIV).

As we saw earlier, Psalm 2 reports:
For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the throne in
Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.” The king proclaims the LORD’s
decree. “The LORD said to me: You are my son. Today I have become
your Father. Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your
inheritance, the whole earth as your possession” (Psalms 2, NLT).

Is Jesus this precious to us? Do we desire the same inheritance for him
that the Father does?
• The Father’s passion for the mission of his Son has never diminished.
He ordained his Son to be the world’s redeemer, sent him to fulfill this
mission, empowered him at every step, and delivered him from death in
order to exalt him to reign over all. Then he poured out his Spirit as
testimony to the world about the universal preeminence given his Son.
Now through the Son he is reconciling us, and with us he is reconciling
the whole universe back to himself. With such purposeful collaboration,
we surely must conclude that the Son holds forever the infinite affection
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of the Father. So the question is: Does Jesus have our undying affection
as well?
• The Father’s passion for his Son is the guarantee of our ultimate
triumph in every facet of spiritual warfare in the universe. The
greatest threat to Satan’s dominion or his power over our lives is the
special, unique relationship the Son has to the Father as the Lord of our
lives. As we become increasingly passionate for Jesus the way the Father
is, we will also experience more of his victory over powers of darkness.
Triumphs are secured for the Church by focusing fervently on who Christ
is to us, not on all the devil throws at us.
• The Father is zealous to reveal his Son to us as his Messiah; unless we
grasp that, he knows we cannot worship the living God for who he
really is. This is what Peter discovered:
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah! No mere
man showed this to you. My Father in heaven showed it to you”
(Matthew 16).

Should it not be our fervent prayer that the Father would daily reveal to
us more and more of the glory of his Son?
• The Father is totally wrapped up in the ministry of his Son, committed to securing for him unsurpassed honor among all the
redeemed.
What the Father does, the Son also does. This is because the Father
loves the Son. The Father shows him everything he does. Yes, and the
Father will show the Son even greater works than these. And you will
be amazed. The Father raises the dead and gives them life. In the
same way, the Son gives life to anyone he wants to. Also, the Father
does not judge anyone. He has given the Son the task of judging.
Then all people will honor the Son just as they honor the Father.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who
sent him (John 5).

What greater destiny do we have than this? As God’s people we are
invited to bring delight to the Father’s heart by delighting in his Son the
same way he does.
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Therefore, Jesus Must Become Our
Ever-Increasing Passion as Well
• Here’s how one Christian leader, Paul, spoke of his own preoccupation with Christ:
. . . now, as always, I should honor Christ with the utmost boldness by
the way I live, whether that means I am to face death or to go on
living. For living to me means simply “Christ”, and if I die I should merely
gain more of him . . . I long to leave this world and live with Christ . . .
But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of
the Gospel of Christ (Philippians 1, PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

• Can we ever think too highly of God’s Son, or put too much stock in
him, or be too infatuated with him, or grow too deeply in love with
him? The Father gave his dearest and his best for us. He sent the One who
eternally has captured his very heart to die for us. Then he raised him up
“so that in everything Christ might have the supremacy” (Colossians 1).
Should Jesus not occupy for us the same kind of attention and affection
he receives from the Father? Should we not find Christ to be our highest
joy as well, our treasure for whom we would sell everything (Matthew 13)?
• The Father wants us to hold forever dear Jesus crucified, while we
celebrate with increasing devotion Jesus glorified. And he is moving
toward that Great Day when every being in all creation will join him in the
celebration of his Son. Paul writes:
He [Jesus] was humble and obeyed God completely. He did this even
though it led to his death. Even worse, he died on a cross! So God
lifted him up to the highest place. God gave him the name that is
above every name. When the name of Jesus is spoken, everyone will
kneel down to worship him. Everyone in heaven and on earth and
under the earth will kneel down to worship him. Everyone’s mouth
will say that Jesus Christ is Lord. And God the Father will receive the
glory (Philippians 2).

Why should we not begin the celebration right now? Should we not hold
Jesus as precious to us, right now, as we know he is to the Father?
• The Spirit desires to ignite in us a fire of passion for the Son. In John 16,
we learn the Spirit exhibits the very same passion for the Son that the
Father has. In 1 Corinthians 2 we’re told the Spirit intends to give us a
perspective on the deep things of God as found in Jesus Christ. The Spirit
never ceases to seek praises for the Son of God from the people of God
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— to cause us to cherish the Son the way the Father cherishes him.
But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.
He will not speak on his own. He will speak only what he hears. And
he will tell you what is still going to happen. He will bring me glory.
That’s because what he receives from me he will show to you.
Everything that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said what
the Holy Spirit receives from me he will show to you (John 16).

• As the Father looks at creation, or history, or redemption, or the
Consummation, his fondest focal point remains his Son and who the
Son is in the midst of all the rest. Should Jesus be any less a focus for us
today? Jesus said about Mary concerning her choice to sit at his feet,
caught up entirely with him:
One thing only is essential, and Mary has chosen it — it’s the main
course, and won’t be taken from her (Luke 10, MSG).

• To believers everywhere Jesus must remain forever our supreme
love. To the Ephesian church Jesus appealed:
I see what you’ve done, your hard, hard work, your refusal to quit. I
know you can’t stomach evil, that you weed out apostolic pretenders.
I know your persistence, your courage in my cause, that you never
wear out. But you walked away from your first love — why? What’s
going on with you, anyway? Do you have any idea how far you’ve
fallen? (Revelation 2, MSG).

The Greek word translated “first” comes from the same root as the word
in Colossians 1:18 translated “supremacy.” To treat Jesus as our “first love”
means we seek to shower on him unsurpassed, unparalleled, undiluted,
undistracted love.
• That means Christ must remain our only love too. Augustine observed
that whenever we do love anyone else or anything else, that love must
be subsumed into our love for Christ or else our love for Christ is less than
what the Father wants it to be. Jesus put it this way:
Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me. Anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me. Whoever does not pick up their cross and follow me is
not worthy of me (Matthew 10).

And again:
If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way,
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take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life,
you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake
of the Good News, you will save it (Mark 8, NLT).

• Paul models for all of us the kind of passion the Father wants every
believer to have for his Son.
Yet every advantage that I had gained I considered lost for Christ’s
sake. Yes, and I look upon everything as loss compared with the
overwhelming gain of knowing Jesus Christ my Lord. For his sake I
did in actual fact suffer the loss of everything, but I considered it
useless rubbish compared with being able to win Christ. For now my
place is in him . . . How changed are my ambitions! Now I long to
know Christ and the power shown by his resurrection: Now I long to
share his sufferings, even to die as he died . . . But I keep going on,
grasping ever more firmly that purpose for which Christ grasped me
. . . All of us who are spiritually adult should set ourselves this sort of
ambition . . . Let me be your example here, my brothers: let my example
be the standard by which you can tell who are the genuine Christians
among those about you (Philippians 3, PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

The Wrap
The Father’s love for his Son is like a fire. It is all-consuming for him — just
like ours for Christ should be.
Like the flaming bush on Mount Horeb, where Moses fell with his face on
holy ground, this passion can never burn itself out. The Spirit keeps it
constantly refueled.
Ephesians 6 concludes with this benediction:
May grace be given to everyone who loves our
Lord Jesus Christ with a love that will never die.
The Greek word refers to a love that’s “incorruptible” or “immortal.” It is
deathless, unwavering — always ablaze.
Forever, Jesus is worthy of the deepest devotion from his people. He must
become the preeminent fire of our most passionate affections.
This has always characterized the Father’s love for his Son. Now, the Father
summons us to settle for nothing less. His passion for Jesus must infuse our
own passion for who Jesus is to us today.
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A Tribute
Paraphrasing and personalizing a wide selection of Scriptures
Father, we come to you to proclaim the name of your Son together —
to spread his fame, embrace his reign, increase his gain, and honor his
claim about who he is TO us. As we do, awake us to him afresh to ALL
that he is. May the praise we bring to him in these moments come
forth alive in us by your Spirit and rise up as a blessing to you forever.
We use your Word to magnify your Son, without whom we are nothing
and can do nothing. This tribute is all for Christ alone, who reigns
among us, right now — whom we call our one and only Hope of Glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, this is our tribute to you —
our tribute to who you are TO us.
There is one God and Father from whom all things come and for whom
we exist. There is equally one Lord — you are that one Lord; through
you all things come and through you alone we exist. We celebrate you
for who you are TO us. You are the Son the Father loves, with whom he
is well pleased — with whom we are well pleased too. All that the
Father has is yours. Therefore, the Spirit takes all that is yours and
reveals it to us. We receive this revelation with great joy, and we are
hungry for more. By the will of God, we are your disciples, focused on
you alone and on all you are TO us, because we have been baptized
into the name of the Triune One — Father, Son, and Spirit.
Christ Is NOW!
Like John, we stand in awe of your face shining like the sun. We behold
your eyes like flames of fire. We hear your voice like the thunder of
mighty waters. We are as dead men before you. We declare you to be
TO us Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End, the First and the Last.
Before Abraham was, you always were. We have no other past but you;
we want no other future but you. This is who you are TO us, as well as
to all the nations.
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Christ Is NOW!
You were in the beginning with God and you are God. You, the one
eternally folded in the bosom of the Father, are the only one who truly
knows God, and yet you have declared him to us. You said that those
who see you actually do see the Father. Your Word says that those who
have you automatically have the Father too. You said that eternal life
is to know both you and the Father. John wrote that you, as God’s Son,
are the true God and eternal life. Truly, you are the holiness of God. You
are the perfection of God. You are the righteousness of God. You are
the wisdom of God. You are the power of God. You are also the lover
of our souls. What wondrous love is this! This is who you are TO us as
well as to all the nations.
Christ Is NOW!
Forever you are the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his very being. Forever you are the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of creation, the firstborn from the dead. No wonder by
you all things were made in heaven and earth, visible and invisible. You
are before all things and in you all things are held together, as you
alone sustain all things by your powerful word. No wonder you are
superior to everything that has ever been created, including even the
angels around the Throne. No wonder your name is the name above
every name, both in this age and in all the ages to come. This is who
you are TO us, as well as to all the nations.
Christ Is NOW!
To us you are the one who fulfills the royal praises in Psalm 45, which
declares that you are most excellent, anointed with grace, God-blessed
forever. In your majesty you ride forth victoriously. Your throne will last
forever and ever. You are anointed with joy, with robes fragrant with
the glory of God.
You are almighty. Supreme. Majestic. Wonder-filled. Incomparable. We
behold you, Lord Jesus, at the center of the Father’s throne, with
myriads of angels proclaiming you as worthy, worthy, worthy. We
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behold you magnified by the floodlight from lamps, which represent
the seven-fold Spirit. We behold you and rejoice in you as the
triumphant Lamb before whom all creation and all the redeemed of
all the ages bow down and worship, before whom all of us here and
now, bow down and worship. To YOU belong blessing and honor and
glory and strength and power forever and ever. All of Scripture, all of
creation, all of history, all of the purposes and prophecies and promises
of God are summed up in you alone.
This tribute expresses only a small part of the inexhaustible
riches of who you are TO us and to all peoples.
So, Father: Here is how we celebrate your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this hour. We exalt him. We exult in him. We do so because of all he
is TO us — now. Therefore, everything we are and have, every breath
we breathe, every step we take, every service we render, every prayer
we pray, every praise we bring is possible only by him and him alone.
For without him — without all he is TO us — we are nothing and we
can do nothing. More and more, by the revealing work of your Spirit,
awaken us to Christ alone — awaken your whole Church to Christ
alone — so that increasingly he might become TO us our all in all.
AMEN!
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