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I

n these previous
chapters you’ve surveyed
thousands of rich insights
providing a robust perspective on
who Jesus is today — what we’ve
chosen to call a “consequential
Christology.”
But I’m sure at times it felt like you were running a marathon.
Well, here’s good news about marathons:
Marathon runners say they often experience what’s called a “second wind”
somewhere around mile 21. After such a grueling run, they see the finish line
not far off, and hope of victory is renewed. Their energy level rises, propelling
them toward the finish line.
Similarly, as we press on in our Christ Is Now! marathon, be assured of this:
Those who’ve run it ahead of you have reported an exhilaration as the
journey neared culmination because they were convinced the prize of this
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race is worth it all. They found what awaited them at the finish line was a
revitalized relationship with God’s Son — deepening and flourishing in
whole new ways. How could they ask for more?
So, prepare to exhilarate and accelerate! The best is yet to come!

Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:

A Reign You Can’t Contain!
Our previous chapter explored the “WITHIN us” dimension of Christ’s
sovereign rule today — how it is displayed within each of us individually as
well as within all of us together. However, we must balance this inward
experience with how he intends to magnify his greatness and glory
outwardly, by the ways he advances his kingdom through his people today.
King Jesus not only precedes us by going before us, and indwells us when he
works within us, but he also empowers us as he sends us in order to minister
through us by his Spirit, in this way spreading his salvation to the ends of
the earth.
When he broke through the tomb into glorious resurrection life, he
announced that from that moment on his reign will never be contained. Not
within my life or yours. Not within my congregation or yours. Not even within
the worldwide Body of Christ as a whole.
On the contrary, the Church’s planet-wide mission provides the most vivid
expression in this current age of the massive extent and impact of Jesus’
expanding kingdom among the nations. Taken by itself that two-millennia-
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long global phenomenon underscores that Christ’s reign will never be
contained.
Of course, many conclude that the guarantee of this unrestrained expansion
of Jesus’ dominion over all the nations of the earth is the inexhaustible love
of God for the world.
But God’s love for the world (the “cosmos” in John 3:16, meaning the created
universe) pursues an agenda far more comprehensive than many imagine.
God so loved the world that he sent Jesus so he could fulfill the Father’s
ultimate destiny for us — which is to see, seek, and savor the wonder, the
splendor, and the renown of the Son of God.
Christ’s reign can never be contained because the Father’s heart of love is
first of all and above all for his Son — a love that has existed from eternity.
It is this love — the Father’s love for the Son — that overflows in his outreach
to gather to his Son earth’s peoples from every tribe and tongue through
the mission of God’s people.
It is this love that desires humankind to become fully involved in exalting
and serving the Son who serves and exalts the Father.
John 3 puts it well:
The Father loves the Son and has put everything into his hands.
Anyone who believes in the Son has eternal life. Anyone who does
not believe in the Son will not have life. God’s anger remains on them.

It is this amazing love of the Father toward the Son that draws believers into
a relationship with the Son that offers us unending intimacy with him in his
supremacy. No wonder it’s called “eternal life.”
Father, the time has come. Bring glory to your Son. Then your Son will
bring glory to you. You gave him authority over all people. He gives
eternal life to all those you have given him. And what is eternal life? It
is knowing you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent
(John 17, emphasis added).

Christ’s reign will never be contained because the love of the Father
for the Son has never been and never will be contained. Just as we read in
Psalms 2:
He said to me, “You are my son. Today I have become your father. Ask
me, and I will give the nations to you. All nations on earth will belong
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to you. You will break them with an iron scepter” . . . Celebrate his rule
with trembling. Obey the son completely, or he will be angry. Your
way of life will lead to your death (emphasis added).

Bottom line: World evangelization is about the Father multiplying
communities across the globe, raised up by the power of the Spirit, marked
by adoration for and wholehearted obedience to the Son, as we hasten
toward the day when all of heaven and earth will be filled forever with
numberless lovers and worshippers of the Lamb on the throne (Revelation
5 and 7).

That’s why Christ’s reign can never be contained.
From the very outset of his public outreach, Jesus never ceased to emphasize
the expansive nature of his mission.
For example, in Mark 1, Jesus called the first disciples to follow him so that
he might “make” them capable of bringing many others to him, the way
fishermen sail out to sea to bring home a catch.
Uncontained.
In Matthew 16, Jesus predicted the irrepressible, unstoppable, irreversible
nature of his kingdom purposes, unleashed through his disciples.
This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so
expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep
it out. And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to
God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers
between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. (Matthew 16, MSG,
emphasis added).
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Uncontained.
In John 15, at the close of three years of teaching and training, Jesus
reminded his disciples he had chosen them and united them with himself
specifically so they would become exceedingly fruitful in ministry for his
sake, proving to the world that they enjoyed a life-giving union with the vine
(Jesus), which in turn would increasingly glorify the Father.
Uncontained.
Mark 16 (indicating the perspective of early church fathers) states a threestep process: (1) Jesus commands disciples to go into all the world;
(2) then he ascends to begin his reign; (3) then as they go out to tell the
good news he continues to work through them confirming their message
in powerful ways.
Uncontained.
Clearly from the beginning, Jesus never expected his reign to be confined
to a comfortable cabal of comfortable devotees. Instead, we share in the
Father’s inextinguishable love for the Son, joining with the Spirit as he
spreads this wonderful story so that many others might become part of the
story with us — the ageless love story between Father and Son.
This understanding provides us with the core principle to summarize the
sixth dimension of his spectacular supremacy. It is potent with promise. It
states:
Because of who Christ is
working through us in his spectacular supremacy,
we mean far more to the world than we ever thought possible.
To pursue more fully all that this core principle implies, let’s examine two
complementary aspects of this revolutionary “THROUGH us” dimension of
Jesus’ supremacy — proving that his reign can never be contained.
They are:

The Trajectory of His Ministry THROUGH Us Today
The Extension of His Ascension THROUGH Us Today
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts
Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:
The Trajectory of His Ministry

• The “WITHIN us” dimension of Christ’s supremacy automatically
determines the trajectory of the “THROUGH us” dimension of his
supremacy. This is implied by the insight we highlighted in the last
chapter:
Within every congregation on planet Earth,
the Lord Jesus is fully present —
not just part of him, but all of him.
Furthermore, wherever he dwells
there the triune God is fully involved.

That truth is based on many passages, including Colossians 1:27:
God has chosen to make known to them [the saints] the glorious
riches of that mystery. He has made it known among the Gentiles.
And here is what it is. Christ is in you. He is your hope of glory
(Colossians 1).

But this verse holds another insight for us. What Christ does among us is
to be made known beyond us. It is to be revealed to the watching eyes of
earth’s peoples (both Jews and Gentiles). Note the sentence:
He has made it known among the Gentiles (Colossians 1).

Ascended on high to rule as Lord of all (which is why he is called “the
Christ”), Jesus continues to dwell intimately in the midst of his people by
his Spirit so that he might reveal himself and his salvation to the nations
— through his people, individually and corporately.
• Therefore, we conclude: Christ’s work within us must remain forever
connected to his work to make the gospel known and available
through us to all humankind. The phenomenal future Jesus offers,
marked by the triumphant fulfillment of God’s redemptive purposes
(what Paul calls in Colossians 1:27 our “hope of glory” in Christ), is the
same great promise held out through the Church to all of earth’s
peoples, as we share him and show him to a world that desperately
needs to know him.
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• That being so, we should expect Christ’s reign going on in the midst
of his people to always keep moving outward. As Lord of all, he
continually seeks to minister to the world through the people who are
indwelt and filled with his risen, ascended life. Right now, residing and
presiding among a host of disciples worldwide, the Savior purposes to
magnify his majesty by the ways he reaches and redeems neighbors and
nations through those who belong to him.
• His intention is to minister to the world by extending his reign across
the world through those he previously summoned out of the world,
only to call them back into the world. This is precisely what he prayed
would happen in John 17:
I have shown you to the disciples you gave me out of the world. They
were yours. You gave them to me . . . I do not pray that you will take
them out of the world. I pray that you will keep them safe from the evil
one . . . You sent me into the world. In the same way, I have sent them
into the world . . . Father, I pray they will be one, just as you are in me
and I am in you. I want them also to be in us. Then the world will believe
that you have sent me (John 17, emphasis added).

• The trajectory of Christ’s reign through his people can be seen in how
he sends them into the world, displayed in John 20. On the night of
his resurrection when Jesus materialized in the upper room and stood in
the middle of his band of disciples, he drew so close to them he was able
to breathe on them. He did so for the express purpose of sending them
out, in the same way the Father had sent him out. John records:
They had locked the doors because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders. Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “May peace
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be with you!” Then he showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were very happy when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said,
“May peace be with you! The Father has sent me. So now I am sending
you.” He then breathed on them. He said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”
(John 20, emphasis added).

In other words, from resurrection day onward, the victorious nature of his
risen life dictated the outward nature of our relationship to him as Savior
and Lord.
• In one of his parables about a seed and a sower, Jesus emphasized
the priority of the outward trajectory. According to the story in
Matthew 13, the farmer represents the Son of Man (an official Jewish
title for the Messiah). The seeds flung from his hand stand for the “the
sons of the kingdom” (how Jesus defines his followers). They are flung
out by Messiah wherever he chooses across the field — a picture of the
entire globe.
In other words, Jesus teaches us that top priority for him is to deposit every
believer in the most strategic place possible to bring forth a kingdom
harvest. Jesus positions us where he can work most effectively through us
to fulfill our part in the Father’s plan to extend the Son’s redemptive reign
into all corners of the earth.
• But then, look what happens when we match that parable of the
sower with the term Jesus uses in Luke 10 to launch his disciples’
missionary ventures. There the “sower” is transformed into a “thrower”
because the Greek word used by Luke translated “send out” literally
means to throw out. The disciples are to be thrust vigorously into their
mission field, whether that be close at hand or far away. In his sovereignty,
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Jesus hurls his servants into kingdom work with great force, the way a
muscular pitcher unleashes a well-executed fastball across home plate.
We read:
. . . ask the Lord of the harvest to send out [to throw out] workers into
his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out [throwing you out] like
lambs among wolves . . . Whoever listens to you, listens to me (Luke
10, emphasis added).

• Having all authority in heaven and on earth today (Matthew 28),
Jesus remains aggressively proactive about advancing the gospel
outward through his own followers. He claims the right over every
believer and every body of believers to execute divinely designed
deployments into all kinds of kingdom ministries. That is why as Christians
we should joyfully declare:
Because of who Christ is
working through us in his spectacular supremacy,
we mean far more to the world than we ever thought possible.

Selah
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Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:
The Extension of His Ascension
• Since Pentecost, the Spirit has become for the Church nothing less
than an extension of Jesus’ ascension, both to us and through us. The
Holy Spirit’s role is to bring Christ’s reign to his people first, and then bring
it through his people wherever Jesus sows (throws) them. Fifty days after
his resurrection, following his coronation in glory, Jesus dispatched the
Spirit from the throne to permanently inhabit, infuse, and inspire the
Church with his triumphant life.
• As a result, God’s reigning Son remains free to work anywhere with
any group to fulfill his global cause, ministering directly to earth’s
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multitudes by his Spirit, who is at work through his people. Today he
reaches out to the world through countless individual believers and even
more so through millions of congregations, authorizing and equipping
one and all to serve him by the Spirit’s unparalleled power, the power that
raised Jesus from the dead (Ephesians 1).
• It’s no wonder then, that as the disciples preached the gospel in the
early days of the Church, not only dozens but literally thousands of
people came to Christ, as recorded in the opening chapters of Acts.
The King was exercising his kingship through those planted in Jerusalem
and Judea who had become his witnesses, and who eventually would be
“scattered” (sown/thrown) across the Roman Empire, taking their witness
to Jesus everywhere they went. We read in Acts 8:
And on that day a great and relentless persecution broke out against
the church in Jerusalem; and the believers were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria . . . those [believers]
who had been scattered went from place to place preaching the word
[the good news of salvation through Christ] (AMP, emphasis added).

• Today, as the “extension of the Ascension,” the Holy Spirit continues
to saturate the Christian movement with the ruling presence of Jesus
so that in turn we can saturate those around us with the kingdom
proclamation of Jesus. In other words, first Jesus infuses his Church with
the fullness of his love and life and lordship by the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Then the Holy Spirit works through us to extend the truth of Jesus’ love
and life and unrivaled lordship to the ends of the earth.
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• This Spirit-saturating, world-changing experience was foretold by
Jesus in Acts 1:8. Note that this very familiar verse is often seen as a
command, when in fact, it is really a promise. Jesus declares what most
assuredly will transpire with his followers, in any generation, when they
are drenched by the Spirit’s ministry.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you
[saturates you]. Then you will tell people about me in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria. And you will even tell other people about me
from one end of the earth to the other (Acts 1, emphasis added).

• As a result of this extension — this “outpouring” of the Spirit — Jesus
promises to reach many, many others beyond the company of
believers! The impact will stretch outward toward the very ends of the
earth. Our Lord Jesus is focused like a laser on penetrating the peoples of
the earth with the Church’s united witness to his sovereignty and his
salvation — by words and by deeds. Christ’s universal reign will proliferate
through those who are his own to permeate the world with kingdom
grace and truth. The Spirit’s power upon us, infusing us with the fullness
of Jesus’ ascended life, renders his reign through us utterly uncontainable.
That is precisely what Habakkuk 2:14 envisioned:
The oceans are full of water. In the same way, the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of my glory.

• “With Jesus joining heaven and earth together in his own person, the
Holy Spirit, which anointed and equipped Jesus himself for his
kingdom work, comes pouring out onto his followers . . .”
Jesus is with them, his life at work in and through them . . . they are
the place where the living God, the God who is reclaiming the
world for his own, is alive and active and establishing his sovereign
rule” (N. T. Wright).

The Wrap
A few years ago Christians around the globe expressed their anticipation of
how Jesus would display his kingly glory through their outward mission by
prayerfully singing:
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Shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow! Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
Knowing how much the Father desires to answer that prayer for the sake of
his Son, we can declare to one another with absolute confidence:
Because of who Christ is
working through us in his spectacular supremacy,
we mean far more to the world than we ever thought possible.
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Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:
Our Ministry Grows as We Enlarge Our
Vision of Him
Henry Martyn was a promising scholar at Cambridge University in England.
He excelled in the sciences, mathematics, and law, assuring him of a distinguished career in the academic world.
Surprisingly, in the early 1800s, Martyn concluded his Savior was calling him
to embrace a radically different ambition — to take the gospel to the
nations. The Lord thrust him initially into the Hindu world, and later planted
him among Muslim populations. During his brief lifetime he translated the
New Testament into the Urdu language for the first time ever, then into
Persian, and also Judaeo-Persic. At one point he was able to have his
completed Persian New Testament placed in the hands of the Shah of Iran.
Martyn intended to travel to Arabia to translate the New Testament into
Arabic. Instead, he died of consumption at the age of 31 and was buried in
foreign soil. But his decisive devotion to Christ inspired a fresh cohort of
young men and women to follow in his path, engaging in Muslim outreach
(and more) for a generation.
Obsessed by how his Savior was not being honored among unevangelized
peoples, this young volunteer was compelled by his passion for Jesus to
increase the knowledge of the glory of Christ among Muslims and Hindus,
even if it cost him his life. Henry Martyn explained the source of his
commitment to Christ’s kingdom this way:
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I could not endure existence if Jesus was not glorified.
It would be hell to me if he were to be always thus dishonored.
Reflecting on all Christ accomplished through Martyn and so many others
like him, Christian statesman, John R. W. Stott, made this crucial observation
(emphasis added):
Here lies the supreme missionary motivation:
Not obedience to the Great Commission, not compassion for the lost nor
excitement over the Gospel, but zeal, even jealousy for the honor of
Christ’s name, longing that Christ be given the honor that is due His name.
Stott identified where Christ’s ministry through Christians must begin: by
enlarging our vision of the incomparable nature of the person and
preeminence of God’s Son, until finally that vision fills us with unabated zeal
for his fame and reign. Next we will look at these two aspects of that vision:

We Need a Vision That Makes Us Open, Eager, and Expectant
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We Need a Vision That Focuses Us on the WHOLE Christ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts
We Need a Vision That Makes Us
Open, Eager, and Expectant

• Seeing the glory of Christ more clearly makes us constantly open to
all he wants to accomplish through us. The more thorough and
substantial our understanding of Jesus’ greatness and glory becomes, the
more open we’ll be to what he wants to accomplish through us for his
kingdom purposes. In other words, from our side, Christ’s ministry to the
world through us must begin by enlarging our vision of the spectacular
supremacy of God’s Son.
• Seeing the glory of Christ more clearly makes us unrelentingly eager
to be a part of all he wants to accomplish through us. The more our
appreciation of the magnitude of his kingship expands, the more eager
we become for him to carry out his redemptive purposes through us. In
other words from our side Christ’s ministry to the world through us must
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begin by enlarging our vision of the spectacular supremacy of God’s Son.
• Seeing the glory of Christ more clearly makes us unshakably
expectant about what he actually will accomplish through us. The
deeper we plunge into the promises secured for us from his incarnation
to his ascension, the more expectant we will become about the ministry
he intends to accomplish through us to bring the blessings of salvation
to many others. Once again, from our side, Christ’s ministry to the world
through us must begin by enlarging our vision of the spectacular
supremacy of God’s Son.
• An enlarged vision of Christ removes the fear of becoming part of a
mission that will overwhelm us. Christians sometimes pull back, fearing
that we already have too many burdens of our own to bear, let alone take
on the rest of the world for Christ. But when we have a vision of God’s Son
that is big enough, it gives us renewed passion and courage to join in his
global cause for earth’s unreached peoples, and reassures us that he is
able to accomplish an awesome impact through us, beginning right
where we live.
• This is what kept Paul open, eager, and expectant through a lifetime
experience of Christ reaching out to people through him. Standing on
trial before King Agrippa, decades after his initial encounter with Christ’s
spectacular supremacy, Paul was able to claim:
So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from
heaven (Acts 26).

His vision of God’s Son kept Paul fanatically involved in missionary work
for decades. The same can happen to any believer today.
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We Need a Vision That Focuses Us
on the WHOLE Christ
• We need to fill in the “holes” in how Christians see the whole Christ.
Many popular evangelistic outreaches today define their goal using
words similar to these:
The whole Church
taking the whole gospel
to the whole world.
What a difference it would make in our planning, mobilizing, and
implementation if we would add the phrase “focused on the whole Christ,”
so that our mission motto would read instead:
The whole Church,
focused on the whole Christ,
taking the whole gospel
to the whole world.
It takes a more well-rounded, more comprehensive vision of the
whole Christ to ensure that the whole Church gets involved, that the whole
gospel gets proclaimed, and that the whole world remains in view. This is
the level of wholeness required of us for Christ’s global cause to be fulfilled
through us.

• A shared vision of the whole Christ — what better way do we have to
bring together today’s exceedingly diverse Church to collaborate for
the sake of world evangelization? Only as God’s people experience a
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shared focus on God’s Son for all he is — celebrating the full extent of the
wonders of his greatness, goodness, and glory — can we find a shared
basis for fostering a vital, tangible unity that allows the Church to work
together in practical ways in serving his global cause. Such a thoroughly
Christ-focused unity allows the Spirit to reach out through God’s people
freely and fully.
• How can we keep the thoroughness, relevancy, and potency of the
gospel message itself from becoming significantly diminished or
distorted, if we do not continually nurture among ourselves a vision
of the whole Christ? Only as God’s people grasp a focus on God’s Son for
all he is — as we are grasped by the scope of the hope wrapped up in
God’s redeeming purposes in him — will we be able to adequately
proclaim to the world the saving promises in Christ that can transform
people and nations. Such a thoroughly Christ-focused message allows the
Spirit to reach out through God’s people freely and fully.
• Without a vision of the whole Christ — a vision equal to the task —
would not our efforts to share the gospel eventually become
overwhelmed and paralyzed by the relentless obstacles and
challenges the world raises against the mission itself? Only as God’s
people are sufficiently convinced of the reality, activity, and victory of the
current reign of Christ — that he is filling the nations with his majesty,
sovereignty, and saving ministry — will we be able to sustain sufficient
passion and courage to labor and sacrifice together in order to penetrate
the whole world with the whole gospel about the whole Christ. Only a
mission outreach that is thoroughly Christ-focused and Christ-exalting
allows the Spirit to reach out through God’s people freely and fully,
despite all odds.
• Christian leaders committed today to city-reaching and city-transformation agree that many urban churches need to acquire a more
robust “urban Christology.” This phrase refers to a vision of Christ that
is as big as the challenges and opportunities facing urban mission today.
Especially at this hour of history, with the impact of globalization at every
level, Christians need to be extra sensitive to what our Lord Jesus wants
to do through his people to extend his reign into the great cities of the
world like Hong Kong, Nairobi, Moscow, Jerusalem, Mumbai, Tehran,
New York City.
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• Without seeing the Lord Jesus in the full extent of his supremacy,
urban ministries often find themselves gripped by a spirit of
hopelessness. Recently, 300 city-wide consultations involving urbanfocused churches and ministries discovered that there are ten major
barriers for reaching the cities of the world for Christ. However, one barrier
is by far the greatest: “the spirit of hopelessness” (their phrase) among
God’s people, often beginning with their leaders.
In other words, one reason urban churches aren’t reaching cities for Christ
more aggressively is because urban Christians are paralyzed by the
demands of urban mission. Therefore, too often they give up, pull back
and in essence take congregations into a defensive “holding pattern,”
waiting for Jesus to come back. To paraphrase Proverbs 29:
Where there is no vision of the greatness of God’s Son the people
perish from lack of hope.

• We need to break out of boxes of “pea-sized Christologies” that
prevent God’s people from experiencing the breadth and wonders of
Christ’s love and power, which he longs to pour out through us. Such
pea-sized visions of Christ turn us inward leaving us with few expectations
regarding the mighty things Christ is doing already and the kingdom
breakthroughs he is prepared to unleash through us for the sake of many
others.
• Thankfully, the rich tapestry of biblical truths that introduces us to
the wide spectrum of Christ’s supremacy has the power to set us free
of lingering unbelief about what Christ can do through us. Declaring
to one another the kinds of truths explored in Christ Is Now! and doing so
as a way of life together, can help all of us come alive to him in new ways,
ready to be Jesus followers through whom he ministers to the world.
In light of what we’ve already learned about who Jesus is TO us and
FOR us and OVER us and BEFORE us and WITHIN us, every believer
should abound in hope about all he is able to accomplish THROUGH us,
individually and together, to advance salvation’s plan to the ends of
the earth.
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The Wrap
So then, here’s what Christ’s ministry through us requires of us, so that he
might use us to demonstrate his sovereign, saving majesty to our
generation: We must fill in the “holes” in our vision of God’s Son, until we see
him wholly for who he is right now, in the glory of his supremacy.
In 2010, a historic gathering of thousands of international Christian leaders
from over 200 nations convened in Capetown, South Africa, representing a
vast array of mission endeavors in world evangelization.
At the close of their ten days of strategizing and prayer, they issued a
document called The Capetown Commitment, signed by all of the delegates.
It stated the critical need for the Church to embrace the reality of the reign
of the Son of God if we’re to move forward in his global cause. Here is their
declaration (emphasis added):
The supremacy and centrality of Christ in our mission
must be more than a confession of faith.
It must govern our strategy, our practice, and our unity.
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Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:

There Are No Limits
to How Fully Jesus Can Use Us
I’ll never forget the day I spent with the universally respected Catholic
missionary Mother Teresa (now St. Teresa of Calcutta), observing her
outreach to some of the poorest people on our planet.
Clearly, here was someone filled and sent by our Redeemer — someone
through whom he was manifesting his ascended life. As we conversed in her
bare-bones office cubicle, I could not help but be drawn to her passion for
the Lord Jesus, and her eagerness to make more of herself available to him.
Her story is well known. As a young schoolteacher in India she sensed Jesus
calling her to serve him in a different way. In a literal vision given to her while
riding a train toward Darjeeling, the Lord asked her to reside fulltime in the
streets of Calcutta. She was to take nothing with her and assume a posture
of absolute powerlessness, depending on him alone. Her assignment was to
minister in Jesus’ name to forsaken inhabitants of a destitute city who were
suffering in unfathomable poverty and spiritual darkness.
As the two of us talked, I noticed on the wall behind her desk a large
homemade, rough-hewn map of the world on which the local artist had
inscribed the motto for the religious order Mother Teresa founded in 1950,
the Missionaries of Charity. It declared:
We go into all the world
to preach the Gospel of Christ
to the poorest of the poor.
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Over the decades, Jesus multiplied Mother Teresa’s mission so extensively
that today there are thousands of sisters serving Christ fulltime exactly as
she served him, bringing the good news to the poor in nearly every major
city around the globe.
How does one explain such Christian servants? What is the source of their
phenomenal impact? The answer resides in one of Mother Teresa’s most
heartfelt claims:
Jesus is my God. Jesus is my spouse.
Jesus is my life. Jesus is my only love.
Jesus is my all. Jesus is my everything.
Because of this, I am never afraid.
I am doing my work with Jesus.
I am doing it for Jesus.
I am doing it to Jesus.
Therefore, the results are His, not mine.
(emphasis added)
Her proclamation of passion for Jesus explains why this ninety-pound, fivefoot Albanian Christian laid down her life for his sake among the hovels of
India’s rejected — and why there were no limits to what he accomplished
through her.
Mother Teresa exhibits vividly God’s promise to believers everywhere,
summed up in the key principle of this chapter:
Because of who Christ is
working through us in his spectacular supremacy,
we mean far more to the world than we ever thought possible.
Consistently, Scripture confirms there are no limits to Jesus’ outreach
through God’s people. Let’s look at some examples:

“No Limits” Foreshadowed in the Old Testament
“No Limits” Fulfilled in the New Testament
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts
“No Limits” Foreshadowed in the
Old Testament

• Consider the call and experience of Abraham. When God summoned
Abraham, a nomad with a few camels, he imposed no limits. God said to
him in essence (see Genesis 12 and 15): “Get ready. I want to bless you so
fully that you will become a blessing not just to your clan but to the
families of the whole earth.” Can you imagine how stunned the father of
our faith was by this proposition?
We are in union with the Redeemer who came to greatly expand
Abraham’s mission. How much more stunned should we be with God’s
promises to use us in Christ Jesus? How much more should we anticipate
receiving and spreading unlimited blessings in Christ Jesus? How much
more of a dynamic force should we expect to be for God’s saving purposes
in Christ Jesus among the families of the earth?
God promised that Abraham would [inherit] the world. It would not
come to him because he obeyed the law. It would come because of
his faith, which made him right with God . . . The God that Abraham
believed in gives life to the dead. Abraham’s God also creates things
that did not exist before . . . He became the father of many nations,
exactly as God had promised . . . But Abraham kept believing in God’s
promise. He became strong in his faith. He gave glory to God. He was
absolutely sure that God had the power to do what he had promised
. . . (this was also) written also for us. We believe in the God who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead (Romans 4, emphasis added).

• Or, consider the unbounded, global vision of Israel’s mission in
Psalm 67. Here the people of Israel pray with amazing breadth of faith
about the impact that Jehovah would have on the nations through them.
How much more should this be true for believers today among whom
and through whom Christ manifests his kingdom initiatives to fulfill what
was foreshadowed by Israel?
May God be merciful and bless us, cause His face to shine on us so
that your ways may be known throughout the earth and your saving
people among people everywhere . . . Yes, God will bless us, and as a
result, people all over the world will fear Him (Psalm 67, NIV, emphasis
added).
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• Then, in Isaiah 66, we read about the international mission God
intends to accomplish through Israel at the climax of history. Many
New Testament passages, such as Jesus’ commission in Matthew 28, pick
up on this vision and apply it to the work of Christ going on at this very
hour through his followers worldwide.
Heaven is my throne, the earth is my footstool . . . and these are the
ones I look on with favor, those who will be humble and contrite in
spirit, who will tremble at my word . . . and I will send some of those
who survive to the nations, to distant lands that have not heard of my
fame or seen my glory, and they will proclaim my glory among the
nations and they will bring all your people from all the nations to my
holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the Lord (Isaiah 66,
emphasis added).

• Two words — centripetal and centrifugal — help sort out the contrast
between God's mission before Christ came versus after he came.
God’s mission for Israel was centripetal (a physics principle defining the
force that keeps an object rotating inward, toward a center point). In other
words, through his people (especially his prophets) Jehovah invited the
nations to draw near to him, to come into his presence, to make
pilgrimages to Jerusalem in order to join the ongoing worship of him in
the temple.
As a result of the saving work of Jesus, however, everything got reversed.
When Jesus ascended and sat down on God’s throne on high, the divine
mission became centrifugal (the physics principle defining the force that
rotates everything outward from a center point). Since the coming of the
Holy Spirit, the gospel keeps moving outwards, pressed away from any
single center point, driving towards all the nations, with no limits except
the ends of the earth. Jesus, who remains preeminent in all things,
expresses his reign centrifugally, by the advance of his mission in all
directions to earth’s people, and on all levels through the worldwide Body
of Christ.
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“No Limits” Fulfilled in the New Testament
• • When meeting with his disciples just before his ascension to the
throne, Jesus foretold the coming of an immense, previously
unannounced expansion on the mission first given to Abraham and
then taken up by the nation of Israel. Jesus said that after they received
an unprecedented empowerment from on high, his disciples would be
deployed by him to proclaim his saving reign among all of earth’s peoples,
taking the revolutionary message to the ends of the earth (as it were) —
unfettered, unrestricted, unlimited, undefeated.
He told them, “This is what is written. The Messiah will suffer. He will
rise from the dead on the third day. His followers will preach in his
name. They will tell others to turn away from their sins and be
forgiven. People from every nation will hear it, beginning at Jerusalem
. . . But for now, stay in the city. Stay there until you have received
power from heaven” (Luke 24).

• • From the earliest days of the New Testament church, we see this
confirmed. For example, shortly after he had filled them with the Spirit,
Jesus deployed Peter and John to minister physical healing. Jesus healed
the lame beggar who sat at the temple gate, doing so through these two
faithful followers who were united to him and obedient to him.
Because of how Christ used them to manifest his spectacular supremacy,
Peter and John ended up meaning far more to the world for Jesus’ sake
than they could have ever imagined just a few days earlier. By combining
and paraphrasing his statements in Acts 3 and Acts 4), it is clear this was
how Peter saw it:
Well, we don’t have any money. What we do have, though, is the
power of the living Lord Jesus Christ working through us. So in his
name and relying on his reigning authority to graciously break
through to you at this moment, we invite you to get up and start
walking. For you see, God has brought glory to his servant Jesus by
raising him from the dead. We are witnesses of this fact! Therefore,
through faith in the power of name of Jesus, you are healed right here
and right now. Because Jesus is the supreme God, his is the only
name under heaven by which all of us must be saved, physically and
spiritually (Acts 3 and 4, paraphrased).

• Decades later, Paul set the pace for all believers, exemplifying the
same “no limits” expectations in his service to Christ. He writes in
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Romans 15:13-30 (paraphrased here to highlight the radical nature of
his claims):
Listen, you know how much Christ already has accomplished through
me, from one end of the Roman Empire to the other. And it has all
been his work through me, for which I openly give him credit.
But you also know how from the start I’ve wanted to preach the good
news where Christ was not known. I don’t want to restrict my labors
simply to building on the church planting outreach others have
started. You see, I believe God’s Word to Old Testament saints that
those who have not been told about his Son, wherever they are
found, are supposed to understand who he is, and that those who
have not heard about Jesus Christ will one day know him.
This is precisely why I plan to visit you in Rome on my way to Spain.
Jesus is not yet finished with his mission through me. Yes, I have been
on a gospel outreach for almost 25 years, but still it’s not completed.
So I’m asking you Roman believers to help me press forward to reach
the lost people in Spain who have not yet heard about our Redeemer.
For you see, there are no limits to what Christ can carry out through
us, especially as we collaborate in him. That’s because wherever we
go we can anticipate the fullness of Christ’s blessings — blessings
with no limits as they flow through us to others.

• This view of Christ’s extravagant outreach through his people today
is the primary explanation as to why everything will culminate in
universal jubilation at the consummation of the ages. Revelation 11
assures us that in that victorious hour all the kingdoms of this world will
be found to be subsumed under the kingdom of our God and of his
Christ. The Bible ends by describing how redeemed people will
congregate to worship the Lamb at the center of the throne, coming from
every tongue and people and tribe and culture. Within the renovated City
of God, all nations will deposit their treasures at the Savior’s feet
(Revelation 21). Ultimately, the gospel will reach every facet of the human
race because Jesus, by his Spirit, will never cease working through
generations of his followers, advancing his global cause with no limits.
• However, his reaching out through us without limits unfolds in a
whole other sense. His mission for us includes no restrictions or no limits
on what Christ’s work through us may cost us — the sacrifices we may
need to make, the battles we may need to wage, the suffering we may
need to endure for the sake of the gospel. That is why Paul writes:
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Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf. And with my own body I
supplement whatever is lacking [on our part] of Christ’s afflictions, on
behalf of His body, which is the church. In this church I was made a
minister according to the stewardship which God entrusted to me for
your sake, so that I might make the word of God fully known [among
you] (Colossians 1, AMP, emphasis added).

• Just as there were no limits on what Jesus would suffer for us, so
there should be no limits on what we are willing to suffer for him as
we join in his saving purpose. In John 12 when he said, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified,” primarily he was talking about
his crucifixion later that week. But he added for all his disciples, then and
now:
Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only
one seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves
their life will lose it. But anyone who hates their life in this world will
keep it and have eternal life. Anyone who serves me must follow me.
And where I am, my servant will also be. My Father will honor the one
who serves me (John 12, emphasis added).

In serving Jesus, God’s people must set no limits on the cost, and must be
willing, if necessary, to physically die for his sake in order to produce a
harvest for his praise. Yet we do so with expectations regarding the
ultimate outcomes. Our hope in him knows no bounds. Because Jesus is
supreme, ready to exercise his reign through those who belong to him,
with unshakeable confidence Christians should remain open to
everything he wants to do through them to advance his mission, even if
they must lose their lives for his sake and for the gospel (Mark 8).
• Often the power of Christ working through our witness becomes
more tangible to the world because of what we suffer for him.
Philippians 1 affirms that what we endure for Jesus’ sake serves to
“magnify” (enlarge, make far more visible) how the living, reigning Christ
is ministering through his servants. There are no limits to what Christ can
accomplish through those who have become weak for his sake. Our
weakness is precisely the time when we experience the fullness of Christ’s
power (2 Corinthians 12) and when Christ’s message through us gains
boundless potential (2 Corinthians 13).
• Jesus’ supremacy through his church is why Christianity has become
today the first truly universal religion. It holds a universal relevance and
outreach that is independent of any single global base of operations
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except for Jesus’ throne. Christianity has become the fastest growing,
most diverse, most pervasive, most widespread, and the most transforming of lives and cultures of any religion in the world. As a result, one
day a multitude without number will unite around the Lamb to adore and
serve him forever (Revelation 7).
• Jesus promised “no limits” to the church in Philadelphia in
Revelation 3. It remains true for everyone today through whom he is
advancing his saving reign.
Here are the words of Jesus, who is holy and true. He holds the key of
David. No one can shut what he opens. And no one can open what
he shuts. He says, “I know what you are doing. Look! I have put an
open door in front of you. No one can shut it” (Revelation 3).

The Wrap
The historical record on global missionary movements of the past 200 years
documents that many lands have experienced positive social revolutions
because of the impact of the gospel, as Christ has extended his reign
through countless faithful servants.
Ralph Winter, founder of the U. S. Center for World Mission, made this appeal:
I yearn to see evangelical missions given more direct credible credit
to Jesus Christ for the impetus behind the social transformations that
they’ve been doing. There is nothing in the entire mammoth global
Islamic movement that compares even remotely to the hundreds of
major Christian mission agencies or the thousands of ways in which
the Christian movement has reached out with love and tenderness
to those who are suffering. This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the
Gospel of the kingdom, which must extend to the whole world and
eventually to all creation (emphasis added).

“No limits” defines how the love of Christ compels us (2 Corinthians 5) to
focus especially on the enslaved and the oppressed, the disenfranchised and
the impoverished, the orphan and the widow — many of whom are among
the billions who still have no knowledge of Christ and no one like them near
them to tell them.
Certainly for the Body of Christ in America, “no limits” must include the
surprising opportunities Jesus has given us to express his ministry to many
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of earth’s unreached peoples who live right around us.
Today our King is bringing the nations to the USA. Forty-three million
foreign-born people reside here, many from places where the gospel has not
yet penetrated. One of every five international migrants worldwide calls the
United States their new home. In metro New York City alone, enclaves can
be found representing virtually every people group from every part of the
globe. They can be found virtually next door, poised for Christ to break
through into their lives through believers who bring them the gospel.
Bottom line: Because Jesus is supreme — because of who he is TO us and
FOR us, OVER us, BEFORE us, and WITHIN us — we can serve with full
assurance that if we remain open and ready for him to advance his mission
THROUGH us, he will do so — without any limits.
Therefore, once again we come back to this:
Because of who Christ is
working through us in his spectacular supremacy,
we mean far more to the world than we ever thought possible.
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Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:

Expressed Individually
and Corporately
The Bible emphasizes that in this present age the reign of Jesus is displayed
primarily through his people.
This moved 20th-century missionary martyr Jim Elliott to pray like this about
his life: “Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me a fork, that men
must turn one way or another when facing Christ in me.” Jim was heeding
exhortations such as 2 Timothy 2:
Those who cleanse themselves . . . will be instruments for special
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any
good work (2 Timothy 2, NIV, emphasis added).

In other words, Christ empowers Christians individually for his service. Paul
provides the preeminent example of this, writing in 1 Corinthians 10:
Follow my example. I try to please everyone in every way. I’m not
looking out for what is good for me. I’m looking out for the interests
of others. I do it so that they might be saved.

He continues to make this plea:
Follow my example, just as I follow the example of Christ
(1 Corinthians 11).
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However, the New Testament contains many more passages that talk about
what Christ wants to accomplish through his people corporately to further
his global cause.
Not only does Christ have a mission for his church in the world, but he also
has a church for his mission in the world.
In other words, Jesus’ gospel outreach to the world is displayed primarily
through a shared mission by the Body of Christ. Often this is exhibited as he
works through all kinds of mission sending structures that emerge out of
the community of saints in order to focus on specific places and peoples and
needs.
Let’s look at both aspects separately:

Biblical Examples: Christ Reigning
Through Each of Us Individually

µ

Biblical Examples: Christ Reigning
Through All of Us Corporately

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts
Biblical Examples:
Christ Reigning THROUGH
Each of Us Individually

• According to Galatians 1: Right from day one of his Christian journey,
Paul shares that when God called him and saved him by grace, the Father
was pleased to reveal his Son to him for one express purpose:
. . . so that I might preach him among the Gentiles (NIV).

From the outset, Christ was working in Paul to reach out to the world
through Paul.
• According to Colossians 1: Paul distills his life-long ministry into three
words:
We proclaim Christ (NLV).
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Then quickly he explains where this effort comes from:
To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so
powerfully works in me (NIV).

• According to Romans 15: This seasoned preacher expected the Roman
Christians to support his pioneer mission into Spain as a response of
gratitude for how Christ ministered to them by “the full measure of the
blessing of Christ” extended to them through Paul.
• According to 2 Corinthians 4: Our preaching of Jesus Christ as Lord can
happen only because the power of Christ accomplishes this mission
through us even though we are “broken clay pots,” and does so in such a
marvelous fashion that everyone knows the results must be his and not
our own.
• According to 2 Corinthians 5: Christ’s love for the world propelled Paul
to make this appeal about the gospel to everyone everywhere he went:
Does what we say make sense? If so, it is because we want to serve
you. Christ’s love controls us . . . So we are Christ’s official messengers.
It is as if God were making his appeal through us. Here is what Christ
wants us to beg you to do. Come back to God! (emphasis added).

• According to 2 Corinthians 4: Paul’s physical sufferings and setbacks
became Jesus’ opportunities to minister his saving life to others through
the apostle in more powerful ways.
For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake so that his life might be revealed in our mortal bodies. So then
death is at work in us, but life is at work in you (NIV, emphasis added).

• According to 2 Timothy 4: When a Roman prison seemed to seriously
confine Paul’s impact for Christ, he held a far different outlook:
At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone
deserted me . . . But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength,
so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the
Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth (NIV,
emphasis added).

• According to Romans 15: Looking back over decades of serving Christ,
Paul rejoices in what had been accomplished through him, interpreting
it this way:
Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. I will not venture
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to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through
me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done
— by the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the
Spirit of God (NIV, emphasis added).

• According to 2 Corinthians 2: The way Jesus sovereignly filled the world
with the gospel through Paul’s outreach caused the apostle to function
like an incense burner. When incense spreads its sweet fragrance in a
room full of people, immediately one is caught by its distinctive aroma
before awareness of anything else in the room. In the same way, Paul
describes how the reality and truth about Jesus always should be
noticeable by the way Christians “burn” with the fullness of his supremacy.
But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal
procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of
him everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those
who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to
life. Who is sufficient for these things? (ESV, emphasis added).
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Biblical Examples:

Christ Reigning THROUGH
All of Us Corporately
• We read in Acts 11: “At Antioch, the believers were called Christians
for the first time.” Notice it doesn’t say they called themselves Christians.
Rather, it says they were called Christians. Antioch was the third largest
city in the Roman Empire, and its cosmopolitan and mostly pagan
residents thought they had seen everything. Yet when they saw the
dramatic changes that took place in the community of Jesus’ followers,
they basically said: “We’ve never witnessed anything like this before. We
have no word in our language to define it. We need to coin a new word
to give a name to what we see happening.”
So, they took the Greek word “Christos,” which means “the anointed one”
(implying the kingly role of Jesus), and added a shorter word (“ian” in
English), which means “belonging to the party of.” With this one word,
“Christian,” the unbelievers were, in effect, saying something like this about
the believers in Christ:
They are people joined together to follow a king they claim has been
anointed as Supreme Lord of the universe and Redeemer of all. As his
subjects they have become devotees of his party; his agenda is now
their agenda; his reign is now what their lives are all about.

• No wonder that just a short time later the visible, phenomenal
explosion of Christ’s reign through the church in Antioch (the
“Christians”) ignited a surge of missionary outreach that expanded
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into every part of the Roman Empire. We read in Acts 13 that when
leaders of the church gathered to fast and pray, Jesus by the Holy Spirit,
commanded the group to set apart Paul and Barnabas for the work he
already had prepared them to take on. Eventually, that congregation
doubled as a base of operations for Christ’s reign to spread abroad,
spearheading the Gentile mission that is now two thousand years old and
going strong.
Think about it. I’m writing to you in the 21st century about the Son of God
because he extended his mighty scepter (Psalm 110) through one Christfocused congregation (in what is now a bustling town of
south-central Turkey) so as to launch a work of evangelism that twenty
centuries later has penetrated thousands of languages and peoples
around the world.
• As the gospel spread, Paul and his mission team continued to
collaborate with entire congregations, so that Christ might minister
through them together for the greatest possible impact. Here’s how
Paul saw Christ at work corporately as he co-labored with the church in
Philippi:
I thank my God every time I remember you, and in all my prayers for
all of you. I always pray with joy because of [now watch the next
phrase] your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now,
being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ (Philippians 1, NIV,
emphasis added).

Frequently, Christians apply that last phrase — “He who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion” — to everything God initiates
in their personal lives. However, in the context, the “good work” to be
brought to completion was the partnership and collaboration of the
Philippian congregation with Paul and his team, working together to fulfill
a vital mission to unreached people. In other words, by Jesus extending
his kingdom through them together, he was bringing to completion the
outreach the Philippians had embraced with Paul the last time he visited
them.
Therefore, Paul concluded this insight asking the Father that these
believers be:
. . . filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
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— to the glory and praise of God (Philippians 1, NIV, emphasis added).

• Nothing demonstrated more dramatically how Christ unleashes his
supremacy through one local church than what he did in Thessalonica. Only six months after Paul organized them, he wrote the infant
congregation about all that Christ was accomplishing through them. The
gospel was spreading through them so extensively it must have felt to
them as if Jesus was impacting the ends of the earth. Paul put it like this:
You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God
and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from
the dead, Jesus who rescues us from the coming wrath . . .
And so you became a model to all believers in Macedonia and
Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you [note he’s talking
about them corporately] not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but
your faith in God has become known everywhere (1 Thessalonians 1, NIV, emphasis added).
What about your congregation? What more do you think Christ wants to
accomplish through all of you working together? Anything close to what
happened in Thessalonica?
• Six months after he first wrote to the Thessalonian church, the
apostle sent them another letter (2 Thessalonians) with a prayer
request that is bursting with promise about how fully Christ wants
to work through any church, anywhere, anytime. He writes:
Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the message of the Lord may spread
rapidly and be honored [carefully consider the next phrase] just as it
was with you (2 Thessalonians 3, NIV, emphasis added).

Paul was convinced that what God had done through one little body
ofbelievers in Thessalonica in just a few months — the powerful, Spiritfilled work of Christ advancing the gospel far and wide through their
faithful corporate efforts — demonstrated what God would be willing to
do with any company of believers anywhere. Therefore, you can conclude
this must be what Christ wants to do with your congregation. He seeks to
manifest his reign through you as convincingly as he did in Thessalonica.
• In this age, Christ is most fully known where God’s people manifest
his power working through us together to extend his monarchy — as
we fulfill his message, his mission, and his ministry to the world. Our
most effective witness to him comes about when we make the
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outworkings of his invisible reign visible, here and now, in our life together
as his disciples. That means we should live in such a way that when
people look at our congregation they make much of Christ, glorifying him
for how he is working through us to spread God’s blessings to the world.
As Jesus reassured the church in Philadelphia in Revelation 3:
Here are the words of Jesus, who is holy and true. He holds the key of
David. No one can shut what he opens. And no one can open what
he shuts. He says, “I know what you are doing. Look! I have put an
open door in front of you. No one can shut it. I know that you don’t
have much strength. But you have obeyed my word. You have not
said no to me. Some people claim they are Jews but are not. They are
liars. Their worship comes from Satan. I will make them come and fall
down at your feet. I will make them say in public that I have loved you”
(Revelation 3).

• But the Church is not simply a mechanism for delivering the gospel;
the Church is the product of the gospel, visible proof of the
supremacy of Christ within its own ranks — which makes our life
together inseparable from our message. We are the embodiment of
hope in Christ, the only hope the world has. We are windows through
which others may view, right now, how eternal life in Christ will express
itself in the ages to come. As Paul told the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 3),
working together we provide the world a “letter written by the Spirit of
the living God” in which everyone should be able to “read” how Christ
transforms a people who love and serve him.
• Consider the metaphor of a hypodermic needle. One single congregation is like the pinprick where the needle penetrates the arm. Above
the tiny hole and attached to the needle a syringe is positioned, filled with
powerful medication for restoring health to the patient. But the remedy
can enter the human body only through the tiny opening created by the
needle. Often the opening is so small the patient can’t locate where the
injection entered. Still the pinpoint remains the only way the remedy can
penetrate the body.
In a very real sense, every one of the millions of congregations on planet
Earth provides an entry point for the reign of Christ to break through —
with all the fullness of his saving, healing, and transforming power —
among people who do not know him yet, but who are in desperate need
of all that his kingdom offers.
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The Wrap
Christ at work through the Church’s corporate witness is demonstrated every
week in not a few Indian villages (of which there are over 600,000
throughout the nation). Every time believers meet together for open-air
Sunday morning worship services, intent on exulting in Christ, the
gatherings automatically double as evangelistic outreaches to their
neighbors.
In contrast with Christians, Hindus regard most of their ancient village gods,
who are often temperamental and unpredictable, with fearful groveling
rather than with celebration and love. When nonbelievers are confronted
with jubilant hope in Jesus expressed so openly by fellow villagers they are
forced to ask: “Who is this Lord they sing about with such exuberance? What
kind of deity is able to draw followers to himself who are so filled with
abounding praise, unfettered joy, and heartfelt devotion? What has Jesus
done for them to cause them to trust in him so completely?”
As a result, every Sunday across India, through publicly convened worship
communities that are fervent for the saving reign of their Redeemer, the Holy
Spirit magnifies the gospel of Christ before the eyes and ears of the Hindu
world.

422 Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:

Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:

Expressed by Warfare and
Martyrdom
Historically, two of the most daunting expressions of Christ's supremacy
through his people entail significant sacrifices.
One is the intimidating biblical theme of spiritual warfare in all its forms, as
we encounter the dark powers arrayed against the advancement of the
Father’s purposes for Christ.
The other is the sobering reality of martyrdom for Christ — the call for
disciples to lay down their lives, often literally, for Christ’s sake in order to
and to spread the gospel.
Both are what we might call extraordinary manifestations of the triumphant
reign of Christ. Often they unfold as two sides of the same coin. Let’s take a
closer look at each separately.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• The first of these exceptional expressions of his kingship involves
WARFARE with Satan and his minions — as Jesus defies and defeats
the demonic forces of darkness on behalf of, and often through, his
people. As God’s people enter into more of the fullness of Christ’s
supremacy and engage in advancing his kingdom throughout the world,
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we should expect to arouse the “anti-forces” opposed to the saving
mission of Christ. The more Jesus fulfills his redeeming purposes among
the nations through us the more these “principalities and powers of
darkness” are pushed into defensive action against us.
• According to Ephesians 6, this requires of us, first of all, a fresh
re-engagement with Christ as we put on “the whole armor of God”
(breastplate, helmet, shoes, shield, etc.). Each piece represents
different facets of the greatness and glory of our reigning Lord Jesus
Christ. Romans 13 restates the Ephesians 6 dress code by appealing to us
in plain and simple terms to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ as if he were
your clothing.” The only hope we have of victory over satanic powers rests
in how fully Christ confronts our arch enemy with his liberating lordship,
using his Church as his base of operations to attack and rout the oppositional hosts.
• When Paul talks about preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ
to the nations, he puts this effort into the context of spiritual conflagration. In Ephesians 3, he teaches that through the church the manifold
wisdom of God — meaning all the Father offers the world out of the
saving fullness of his Son — is not being made known only to earth’s
peoples but also, equally, to rulers and authorities in heavenly realms,
thus advancing God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus on both fronts. The
more Christ is manifested through his people, the further the darkness
retreats and the faster malevolent principalities are neutralized.
• Thankfully, in his reign through his disciples, Jesus assures us of
ultimate victory, however fierce the battle becomes. According to
Romans 16, he will “crush Satan under your feet.” According to
Revelation 3, he will cause all who once served Satan’s resistance by
attacking God’s people to “fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I
have loved you.” According to 2 Timothy 4, even if we find ourselves
momentarily neutralized by Satan, we will never be forsaken by Christ, “so
that through [us] the message might be fully proclaimed.” Paul goes on
to say, our King will “rescue [us] from every evil attack and will bring [us]
safely to his heavenly kingdom” (NIV).
• During the Protestant reformation, Martin Luther wrote a hymn that
is sung today universally: “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” It confirms
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what Luther knew experientially about our warfare. He wrote, in part:
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he.
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.
And though this world, with devils filled should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us . . .
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth . . .
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still;
his kingdom is forever.
(emphasis added).

• The second exceptional display of Christ’s supremacy through us
involves an even greater sacrifice — the ultimate sacrifice of
MARTYRDOM. The dictionary defines martyrdom as: “The willingness of
a person to endure severe or constant suffering, including death, on
behalf of any belief, principle, or cause, rather than renounce his or her
convictions.” Synonyms include: distress, affliction, torture, anguish, selfsacrifice, mortification.
• Not surprisingly, as Jesus extends his righteous reign into the world,
warfare can lead to martyrdom; frequently the two walk hand in
hand. In Matthew 5, Jesus warned his disciples they would be slandered
and persecuted (warfare involving physical suffering) for his sake — to
further his kingdom cause. Revelation 12 tells us that when the authority
and kingdom of Messiah prevail so thoroughly that Satan is cast down
from heaven, the prime explanation will point to the saints who defeated
the demonic forces through the blood of the Lamb and their bold word
of witness to Jesus. But notice: These Christ proclaimers were so fully in
love with him that they were willing to die for him. A recent front cover
story of a major news magazine called this global phenomenon today
“The War on Christians.”
• The history of the Church’s growth archives incredible stories,
reports, and statistics that demonstrate how Christ manifests his
supremacy through those who suffer martyrdom. The classic Fox’s Book
of Martyrs records episodes of hundreds of Christians through the ages
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who have laid down their lives for the gospel, often suffering unspeakable
torture and violent retaliations. They embraced this fate in order that
Christ might continue to advance his saving work through them among
the nations — not in spite of but because of what they suffered. John
Lambert, a martyr for the gospel in England in 1538, while burning at the
stake, cried aloud for the whole crowd to hear, “None but Christ! None but
Christ!”
• Historically, the spread of the gospel increases, not inspite of but
because of an increase in the number of martyred believers. Research
tells us that in the 20th century more people became believers and more
churches were planted than in all the previous centuries of church growth
put together. But also during that same century more Christians were
martyred for their faith around the world than the previous twenty
centuries put together! Again and again, the saving power of Christ
becomes most clearly manifested through those who have laid down
their lives for his sake and for the gospel (see Mark 8).
• In fact, the willingness of Christians to pay a personal price because
they hope in Christ’s sure and certain triumph establishes before the
world an irrefutable testimony to his living lordship. It undergirds the
legitimacy of our message about the saving power of our Master, about
the pricelessness of his promise about the resurrection and re-creation of
his people and the entire universe. Peter urges us:
. . . be glad that you are in the very thick of what Christ experienced.
This is a spiritual refining process, with glory just around the corner.
If you’re abused because of Christ, count yourself fortunate. It’s the
Spirit of God and his glory in you that brought you to the notice of
others . . . if it’s because you’re a Christian, don’t give it a second
thought. Be proud of the distinguished status reflected in that name!
(1 Peter 4, MSG).

• That’s the same outlook Paul had in mind when he reported on his
experiences as a Roman prisoner:
I want to report to you, friends, that my imprisonment here has had
the opposite of its intended effect. Instead of being squelched, the
Message has actually prospered . . . And I’m going to keep that
celebration going because I know how it’s going to turn out. Through
your faithful prayers and the generous response of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, everything he wants to do in and through me will be done . . .
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everything happening to me in this jail only serves to make Christ more
accurately known, regardless of whether I live or die. They didn’t shut me
up; they gave me a pulpit! Alive, I’m Christ’s messenger; dead, I’m his
bounty. Life versus even more life! I can’t lose (Philippians 1, MSG,
emphasis added).

• All New Testament leaders counted on Christ’s reign to break in
through their suffering in order to bring the good news of salvation
to many others as a result.
We always carry around the death of Jesus in our bodies. In that way,
the life of Jesus can be shown in our bodies. We who are alive are always
in danger of death because we are serving Jesus. This happens so that
his life can also be shown in our earthly bodies. Death is at work in us.
But life is at work in you . . . All this is for your benefit. God’s grace is
reaching more and more people (2 Corinthians 4, emphasis added).

• For example, look what happened when Stephen was executed,
becoming the first martyr of the Christian era. As stones broke his
bones, he looked up to see Jesus standing in the place of all authority, at
the right hand of the throne of heaven. Stephen bore witness to the mob:
“Look!” he exclaimed, “the heavens are opened and I can see the Son
of Man standing at God’s right hand!” (Acts 7:56, PHILLIPS).

One of the eyewitnesses to Stephen’s death was Saul (later named Paul),
who soon after was converted to Christ and became the prime proclaimer
of Christ in the first century, writing for future generations the richest of
the New Testament passages that describe the glory and greatness of
God’s Son and the full extent of his supremacy.
• • Because we’re indwelt by the Spirit of the ascended Lord Jesus, we
must be ready to be “given over to death for Jesus’ sake so that his
life may be revealed in our mortal bodies (2 Corinthians 4, NIV). The
supremacy of Christ can be seen in this: He is able to exalt himself and
extend his reign, not in spite of but rather through, the martyrdom of his
servants (Philippians 1). Therefore, one day the praises to the Lamb will
include the testimony of those who loved him more than life itself and so
shared in the victory of his cross, faithfully proclaiming the gospel of his
kingdom (Revelation 12).
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The Wrap
In 1553 in France, four young men ended
up in prison, facing execution for
publically preaching the gospel. The
renowned reformer John Calvin wrote to
them words of courage and comfort,
summing up the biblical purpose and
hope that should reinforce suffering
Christians in any age:
We who are here in Geneva shall do
our duty in praying that Christ would
glorify Himself more and more by
your steadfastness to him.
By the comfort of His Spirit, may He
sweeten and endear all that is bitter to the flesh by absorbing your
spirits in Himself.
May He cause you to contemplate that heavenly crown so that you
may be ready without regret to leave all that belongs to this world.

One month later, knowing now that their execution was at hand, John Calvin
sent a second letter to the four in which he wrote:
Since it appears as though Christ would use your blood to seal His
truth, there’s nothing better for you than to prepare yourselves for
that end.
Beseech Christ to subdue you to His good pleasure in such a way
that nothing may hinder you from following Him whithersoever He
shall call you.
And since it pleases Him to employ you to the death in maintaining
His witness to the Gospel, He will strengthen your hands in the fight
and will not suffer a single drop of your blood to be shed in vain.
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Not a single drop of blood would be shed in vain — such was Calvin's
conviction about how Christ in his supremacy would prevail through their
lives. In every case, individually and corporately, Christ is at work through
our struggles to bring about triumphs of his grace every time.
In Romans 8, Paul describes how day by day his life as a missionary was like
being led to slaughter:
Because of you [Christ], we face death all day long. We are considered
as sheep to be killed (Romans 8, emphasis added).

But with the next stroke of the pen his jubilation jumps from the page:
In all these things we are more than winners! We owe it all to Christ,
who has loved us (Romans 8).

Then, in 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle turns around to encourage all of God’s
people about the everlasting triumph that’s ours because Christ is working
through us to bring forth everlasting results for his kingdom:
But let us give thanks to God!
He gives us the victory
because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done.
My dear brothers and sisters, remain strong in the faith.
Don’t let anything move you.
Always give yourselves completely to the work of the Lord.
Because you belong to the Lord,
you know that your work is not worthless.
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A Practical Application:

Prayer. Care. Share.
You and I are called to
live every day, wherever
our Lord Jesus sends us
(to a construction job; to
a classroom; to an office;
to a campus; to next
door neighbors), with a
spirit of expectation
about how he wants to
work through us in that
place and among those people, for his glory and their salvation.
Here are three simple steps that provide a great way for every believer to
engage in Christ’s global cause right where you are, as you allow him to get
more involved in fulfilling his saving ministry to others through you.
The three steps are: Prayer. Care. Share. Take a look.
• PRAYER. Wherever you go throughout your day, you can always be in
prayer for those around you — pray for the people on your street; pray
for the people where you work; pray for the students and teachers in your
school. Let Christ minister to them and extend his reign to them through
your prayers and the answers that will come. Make this a way of life. As a
result you will end up meaning far more to the world than you ever thought
possible.
• CARE. Along with daily intercession, simultaneously show Christ’s
concern for those for whom you are praying. Be on the lookout for
opportunities to minister to them with the love of Christ. In other words,
let Jesus himself touch them and serve them through you, making your
life count far more for his kingdom than you ever thought possible.
• SHARE. For certain, through your praying and caring, Jesus will open up
sacred moments when you will be able to explain to them who God’s Son
is and what a new life in him is all about. But even then, it remains Jesus
and only Jesus at work through your witness by his Spirit, influencing
more people for eternity than you ever thought possible.
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A Tribute
Paraphrasing and personalizing a wide selection of Scriptures
Father, we come to you to proclaim the name of your Son together —
to spread his fame, embrace his reign, increase his gain, and honor his
claim about who he is through us. As we do, awake us to him afresh
for ALL that he is. May the praise we bring to him in these moments
come forth alive in us by your Spirit and rise up as a blessing to you
forever. We use your Word to magnify your Son, without whom we are
nothing and can do nothing. This tribute is all for Christ alone, our one
and only hope of glory, and the hope of all the nations.
Lord Jesus Christ, this is our Tribute to
Who you are THROUGH Us.
As Paul says, we will not venture to speak of anything except what you
have accomplished through us in leading others to obey you. We will
boast about only what you have accomplished through us by the
power of signs and miracles, by the power of the Holy Spirit, so that
those who have not heard of your great salvation might come to know
you for all that you are.
As you did for ancient Abraham, you bless us to make us your blessing
to the families of the earth. You infuse us with every blessing in
heavenly places as we are united with you in your kingship, so that
through us those blessings might enrich neighbors and nations.
As Jeremiah envisioned, you come to us to give us a future and a hope
in you, so that as we prosper in you, prosperity might come to the
cities where we dwell. We celebrate the great promise that through
your Church you will bring to yourself renown, joy, praise, and honor
before all nations on earth that hear of all the good things you have
done for us. They will stand in awe of you and tremble at the
redeeming work you have unleashed among us.
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Like Isaiah envisioned, we want you to shine through us with the glory
of the Lord so that nations come to your light and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. We want you to take us in our barrenness and
desolation and produce through us so many children that we will
spread out to the right and the left, to dispossess nations and resettle
desolate cities with your life alone.
As Zechariah envisioned, we want you to take us as prisoners of
waterless pits and transform us into prisoners of hope, so that in the
battle of the ages you can employ your people like a bow and arrow,
and wield us like a warrior’s sword.
Christ Is NOW!
As you proclaimed in Nazareth, reading from the sacred scroll, even so,
to this very hour, the Spirit of the Lord remains upon you, anointing
you. Forever you are Messiah — you are God’s anointed one. So now, in
the same way, clothe us with your anointing so that you might preach
good news to the poor through us; so that you might bind up the
brokenhearted through us; so that you might proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners through us; so that
you might proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor through us; so that you
might comfort all who mourn, rebuild ancient ruins, raise up a people
clothed in your garments of salvation, and make righteousness and
praise spring up before all nations — all of this through us.
Christ Is NOW!
You said that since all authority is yours, we should not hesitate to
make disciples for you among all the nations, especially because you
would be with us, accomplishing it through us, to the end of the age.
You said you were sending us the same way the Father had sent you,
equipping us with power from on high to thrust us out. So, by the
Spirit’s filling, bear witness of yourself at all times and in all ways
through us.
Lead us forth in your triumphal procession, as you journey to ends of
the earth. Spread through us your truth, in word and deed, as richly
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and deeply as waters cover the sea. Make us your aroma among those
who are being saved and those who are perishing. By how we live in
you and by the gospel we proclaim about you, release through us the
fragrance of the knowledge of all you and you alone are. Through us
proclaim the invitation to the nations to find life in your life — even as
your life works through us to bring life to others.
Christ Is NOW!
As Redeemer and Lord you have reconciled us back to the Father.
Thank you! But you have also given us the ministry of reconciliation,
as though you were making your appeal through us. Therefore, as your
ambassadors, we implore all those we meet on your behalf to be
reconciled to God. We are determined to share, not ourselves but you,
Jesus Christ, as the supreme Sovereign you are. We will do this by
simply offering ourselves to serve our hearers for your sake alone, so
they might encounter you alone the way we have.
In our hearts we set you apart as Lord and Christ — we consecrate you
to your rightful place in our lives and our churches — in order to
remain ready and able to give an answer to anyone who asks us for
reasons we have such a great hope in you alone.
Lord Jesus, only you can work in us that which is exceedingly pleasing
to the Father. Only you can equip us with everything good for doing
God’s will. Lord Jesus, you are the vine from whom all your branches
draw sustaining power to serve you. We did not choose you. You chose
us. It was you who ordained that in relationship with you we should
go forth and bear much fruit, fruit that endures forever.
Already, all over the world, the good news of who you are is spreading
and bearing fruit; so now, may it do so through us, for your praise
among all peoples. You are building the Church on the foundation of
the revelation that you truly are the Christ, the Son of the living God.
You have given your people the keys to the Kingdom, to open what
heaven has already opened and to shut what heaven has already shut.
So, lead us on. Through us engage and prevail against the very gates
of hell and Hades.
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Christ Is NOW!
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of you as his Christ. By you, the accuser has
been hurled down. Therefore, thoroughly overcome him by your
blood, O Lamb of God. Thoroughly overcome him through our
testimony, spoken to one and all, about who you are, about all that
you are — even if that means we must lay down our lives for your sake
and for the gospel. We are ready to be given over to death for your
sake, that your life might be revealed in our mortal bodies. So let death
be at work in us, as long as your life is at work in others through us.
We can do no less. Your love compels us. You deserve for us to lay
before you the fruits of the travail of your soul. So exalt yourself
through us, before the eyes of the world — whether by life or by death
— because for us to live and serve is Christ and Christ alone.
Christ Is NOW!
This tribute expresses only a small part of the inexhaustible
riches of who you are THROUGH us and all peoples.
So, Father, here is how we celebrate your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this hour. We exalt him. We exult in him. We do so because of all he
is through us — now. Therefore, everything we are and have, every
breath we breathe, every step we take, every service we render, every
prayer we pray, every praise we bring, is possible only by him and him
alone. For without him — without all he is through us — we are
nothing and we can do nothing. More and more, by the revealing work
of your Spirit, awaken us to Christ alone — awaken your whole Church
to Christ alone — so that increasingly he might become through us
our all in all.
AMEN!
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Preparing to Explore and Experience the
Seventh Dimension of the Spectacular
Supremacy of God’s Son

D

A Quick Review

ue to the breathtaking ramifications of what we’re about to
uncover in the next chapter concerning who King Jesus is as he
comes UPON his people today, it might be wise to review briefly
what we’ve discovered so far about this unparalleled person.

In previous chapters we began to explore
and experience six dimensions of
Christ’s spectacular supremacy.
• Who Christ Is TO Us Today: in the supremacy of his deity; in his intimacy
with the Trinity; as the summation of God’s revelation; by the claims of his
names; as the picture of Scripture; as our identity and destiny; and finally,
as the Father’s passion and ours. These truths comprise the essence of his
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personhood.
• Who Christ Is FOR Us Today: by the invasion of his incarnation; by the
mission of his crucifixion; by the re-creation of his resurrection; by the
coronation of his ascension. Keeping all four expressions of Christ’s
redeeming victory inseparably linked, we defined it as his irreversible
fourfold revolution.
• Who Christ Is OVER Us Today: as he reigns over the workings of all
creation; over the unfolding of world history; over the designs of global
rulers; over the destiny of earth’s peoples; over the rebellion of evil
powers; and over the building of his Church. These six expressions of the
flow of his kingdom comprise the key manifestations in this present age
of his ascension.
• Who Christ Is BEFORE Us Today: leading the way into the future in order
to bring it back to us; advancing into the heavens in order to bring us
there with him; preceding us into the promises of God in order to fulfill
them and make them ours as well. Finally, full of majesty he goes out
ahead of us into the world in order to open the way for us to follow him
and serve him in a variety of kingdom ministries. In all four ways, his
building of the Church continues.
• Who Christ Is WITHIN Us Today: Where the Spirit abides, King Jesus
abides— not just part of him but all of him— in the fullness of his
supremacy. Therefore, at all times we should live as if the triumphant,
reigning Savior were among us because by his Spirit he truly is. Scripture
focuses primarily on the corporate dynamics of Christ dwelling among us.
What Jesus accomplishes in a single Christian life is dependent more
often than not on what his reign is bringing forth within the Christian
community to which each person belongs. His building of the Church
continues at both levels.
• Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today: Because of who Christ is through us,
working through us by his spectacular supremacy, each of us means far
more to the world than we ever thought possible. Although his outreach
to the world involves both individual and corporate expressions, once
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again the main biblical emphasis is on how Jesus extends his reign
through God’s people together, as we collaborate to press the gospel’s
kingdom agenda locally and globally. There are no limits on how far his
mission through us extends among the nations— often by suffering, at
times requiring spiritual warfare, sometimes ending in martyrdom. Christ
continues to build the Church even by its outreach to the world.

At this point, it might be useful for you to
reflect on these five questions:
1
As I’ve explored these extraordinary wonders magnifying the
person of God’s Son today, in what ways has this adventure
begun to change my relationship to him?

2
Am I sensing a reawakening to him and to his spectacular
supremacy that in any sense feels like I’m meeting him again for
the first time?

3
Am I starting to enjoy a deepening intimacy with Jesus as I learn
more about his majestic qualities and his current activities?

4
How have these studies begun to ignite in me stronger desires to
know him better, love him more deeply and exalt him more fully
for all he is?

5
As CIN has helped me begin to explore and experience Jesus’
spectacular supremacy, am I becoming increasingly determined to
give him wholehearted obedience in my daily walk with him?
Whatever your answers are to these five questions, remember this:
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Our journey into more of God’s Son has only begun! As Lord of all, Jesus
guarantees for all believers that there is so much more of himself to share
with all who are united to him, alive in him, and open to him for more.
The following chapter confirms there’s so much more of God’s Son that
awaits us as he comes UPON us.
To prepare ourselves to receive the riches of this often misunderstood
dimension of his supremacy, we would do well to pray — but not just any
prayer. Consider praying this radical, even “dangerous” request, which
thousands have prayed with me already over the years:

Come Upon Us, Lord Jesus Christ

Come upon us, Lord Jesus Christ!
Ultimately, come in the triumphs
of your victorious return.
But until then, come upon us
with similar transforming power—
right here and right now.

438 Who Christ Is THROUGH Us Today:

Come upon us, Lord Jesus Christ!
Pour out your Holy Spirit
upon your people gathered before your face.
Pour out remarkable manifestations
of the Father’s all-consuming grace and truth in you.
Come upon us, Lord Jesus Christ!
Give us foretastes
of what will fill all of eternity very soon.
Focus us on your unparalleled Person
as the Son of God.
Fill us with your royal resources
as the Regent of God.
Fulfill through us your saving mission
in the purposes of God.
Come upon us, Lord Jesus Christ!
Come upon us to intensify
and deepen, and extend,
and accelerate, and multiply
all you already have become to us,
for us, over us, before us,
within us, and through us.
Come upon us, Lord Jesus Christ!
Wake up your followers in every part of the Church.
Empower us to advance the gospel among all peoples.
Invade this place! Conquer us afresh!
Transform us more and more into
a showcase of your glorious reign.
Overtake us as your people!
Unleash your life-changing initiatives
in everything we are together
and in everything we do together.
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Break in and break through upon us without delay!
Answer this cry in ways
that approximate how one day— one grand and glorious day—
your triumphs will be displayed
throughout all heaven and earth,
bringing everlasting praise to our triune God.
With great anticipation we watch
for that crowning hour you come upon us fully—
the hour when your glory is revealed fully;
the hour when you deliver us and all creation fully—
at the consummation of the ages!
Come upon us that day!
Come upon us this day!
Between this day and that day
never stop coming down upon us!
Come in the fullness of your spectacular supremacy!
Come in the fervor of your magnificent majesty!
Son of the Father,
Focus of the Spirit,
Hymn of the angels,
Ruler of the nations,
Redeemer of the Church!
Our. Lord. Jesus. Christ.
COME!
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