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aul told Corinthian believers that, bottom line, stone-cold hearts
could confess the truth of Jesus’ lordship only if the Spirit of God
quickened in them the desire to do so. He writes:
I tell you that no one who is speaking with the help of God’s Spirit
says, “May Jesus be cursed.” And without the help of the Holy Spirit no
one can say, Jesus is Lord (1 Corinthians 12, emphasis added).

In the late 20th century, on a single day, the Holy Spirit incited confessions
of Jesus’ lordship over us in unprecedented fashion. The supremacy of Christ
resounded from a million voices, even in defiance of antagonistic earthly
powers. Here’s what happened:
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Christ Conquers! Christ Reigns!
Christ Governs!
Pope John Paul II, beloved spiritual pastor for Polish Christians, paid his first
visit back to his homeland, arriving in Warsaw in June 1979, less than one
year after being chosen head of the Catholic Church. On his first day an event
transpired, regarded by some historians as a reset of the spiritual and
political trajectory of the 20th century, documented in the movie Nine Days
That Changed the World.
Poland was under the thumb of the officially atheistic Communist Party.
Nevertheless, nearly two million people attended a momentous public rally,
combining an open-air worship service with a Mass. They gathered on the
eve of Pentecost Sunday to mark the day when two thousand years earlier
the risen, ascended, reigning Christ poured out the Holy Spirit on a small
group of believers in Jerusalem, birthing the Christian movement.
The crowd assembled in Warsaw’s Victory Square. Poised before a 50-foot
cross erected for the outdoor celebration, they heard John Paul remind them
that even though throughout Poland’s history many enemies of the gospel
had tried to destroy Christianity, Jesus Christ would never cease to prevail as
the Lord over history and over Poland. The enthusiastic multitude
responded to the Pope’s message by singing in unison a favorite Polish
hymn, containing three simple but powerful declarations, repeated over and
over: “Christ conquers! Christ reigns! Christ governs!”
One wonders what the Communist officials must have been thinking — and
fearing — as they listened.
I wonder, however, how many of those who sang so heartily in Victory
Square knew the vast array of Scriptures that speak of Christ’s conquering,
reigning, and governing over all of us, not only at the end of history but
today as well?
How many realized how their rally pictured the fulfillment of Psalm 2
(referenced so often in the New Testament):
Why do the nations plan evil together? Why do they make useless
the Lord . . . He says to them, “I have placed my king on my holy
mountain of Zion.” I will announce what the Lord has promised. He
said to me, “You are my son. Today I have become your father. Ask
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me, and I will give the nations to you. All nations on earth will belong
to you. You will rule them with an iron rod. You will break them to
pieces like clay pots (emphasis added).

How many assembled that day were familiar with Daniel's vision of the
indisputable reign of “one like a son of man” — the title with which Jesus
publicly and repeatedly identified?
In my vision I saw One who looked like a son of man. He was coming
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Eternal God. He was
led right up to him. And he was given authority, glory and a
kingdom. People from every nation and language worshiped him.
His authority will last forever. It will not pass away. His kingdom will
never be destroyed. (Daniel 7, emphasis added)

His Reign OVER Us Touches Each of
Us Where We Live Today
But this vision of who Christ is over us is not only about his sovereignty over
governments or history-making events. It carries very personal and practical
applications for each of us as well.
Not long ago, for example, a South Asian Christian was preparing for her final
interview at the US Embassy, seeking a Green Card in order to serve Christ
in America. Understandably nervous, she needed a reassuring perspective
as the appointed day approached. Focusing her on who Christ is over us,
her spiritual mentor wrote this to her hours before the interview began —
words that could apply to a situation you're facing at the moment. (The
interview proved to be a superb success, by the way!):
When you finally sit down with your interviewer, “pretend” that
Jesus is sitting on the other side of the table. Then, share your
responses with him, not just with the embassy official.
Jesus is there. Jesus is in charge, delighting in each answer, wanting
nothing but the Father’s best for you, for his own good purposes.
In point of fact, by the Holy Spirit — living in you, surrounding you,
leading you, even at work speaking through you — God’s Son is
thoroughly engaged with you. He is sovereign over the whole
transaction, serving as your “lawyer” at God’s right hand. He will be
in full control in that hour as surely as he constantly rules over every
aspect of your life — even as he rules over the course of nations.
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Not only is the interview because of him, through him, and for him,
it actually is taking place, as it were, in front of him, the King of kings.

More recently, this same theme — the assurance of who Christ is over us —
shaped an hour of prayer for three hundred residents of a town in the Pacific
Northwest, who had come together in observance of America’s National Day
of Prayer.
They began their meeting by reciting in unison two familiar verses from
Psalm 24:
Open wide, you gates. Open up, you ancient doors. Then the King
of glory will come in. Who is the King of glory? The Lord, who is
strong and mighty. The Lord, who is mighty in battle.

After reflecting on its fulfillment today in Jesus, the group's prayers invited
him to enter as their King of glory to take action regarding various spheres
of community concerns. They invited him to conquer, reign and govern
among the poor, in city government, over schools and businesses, through
local social services, in hospitals, among seniors — and especially over the
life and mission of the Body of Christ in their city.
Every public prayer that day ended with a single, unanimous, audible
affirmation all 300 declared over every request: “Come, Lord Jesus!”
You can’t pray more strategically or more practically than that!
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Who’s Really in
Charge Right
Now?
Like a sign reads in the window
of a business that recently
changed hands, even so at the
moment when Jesus ascended
on high 40 days after his
resurrection, the entire universe and everyone in it came “Under New
Management.”
Since then, Jesus has provided creation — including all of us as part of it —
with a very active, purposeful, unrelenting, and hope-filled administration.
In the words of Abraham Kuyper, there is not a square inch of any sphere or
dimension of human existence to which Christ does not point and say, “That
is mine!!”
Let’s be clear: From his enthronement forward, Christ has not been waiting
to be made King, only to be recognized as the King he already is. At this very
moment, he is proactively bringing everything to his feet for final
determination about its outcome and destiny. Yes, we are under new
management; we are under the “Master Manager” of the universe.

The Gospel Is a King’s Decree
Early on, the Christian message became identified with the word gospel
(“good news”), a familiar term across the Roman Empire. Technically, it
referred to any royal decree bursting with glad tidings from the Caesar,
regarded as supreme ruler of the world. An emperor's gospel might call
Roman citizens to celebrate the birth of a male heir to the throne or to
announce the winning of a crucial battle. Whatever the news, gospels
brought fresh hope for those who heard it.
Similarly, the early church saw the Christian message as another kind of
“gospel.” It was the public decree from the King of heaven that he was ready
to redeem, reconcile, and renew all who submit to him, pledging their
allegiance to him alone, binding themselves in loyalty to his royalty.
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The gospel of Christ served notice: Jesus didn’t intend to rule over the
shrinking sphere of a privatized religion. Rather, the gospel proclaimed him
as salvation's everlasting Sovereign, pressing forward in the spread of his
fame, the extension of his reign, and the increase of his gain into every
dimension of human existence (as we’re about to see in this chapter).

There Are No Enduring Challenges
to the Throne
Some, however, looking at the current state of world affairs, might argue that
Jesus’ reign is, at best, passive and benign. At first blush, facts may seem to
support the indictment.
Consider the evidence: rogue states with nuclear weapons; a metastasizing
war on terrorism; national and international financial meltdowns; over two
billion in poverty, nearly half of those living on the edge of starvation; nearly
three billion who have no knowledge of Christ and no one like them, near
them to tell them; the fierce persecution of Christians in many lands (the 20th
century had more Christian martyrs than the previous 19 centuries
combined).
To that add countless hearts broken because of genocide, brutality, sickness,
divorce, betrayal, mortality. Where is Jesus in all of this? Faced with these
tragedies, where do we see convincing evidences of his reign prevailing over
us despite it all?
As one well-known pundit wrote recently, tongue in cheek: “Jesus has been
in office too long and his complacency shows. We still have to deal with

Christ Conquers! Christ Reigns! Christ Governs! 193

death and taxes. Maybe it’s time to make Jesus stand for re-election.”
These apparent contradictions to Christ’s claims to be Lord over all are not
new. They existed for the first-century Church. Even before being thrown to
lions in the Coliseum, many early Christians suffered daily in crowded,
chaotic, disease-infested communities, striving for survival in abject poverty.
They felt powerless, oppressed, trapped, and enslaved.
However, they persevered because of the scope of their hope in who Christ
was reigning over them, convinced that his supremacy was:
as relevant as the invasion of his incarnation
as victorious as the mission of his crucifixion
as radical as the re-creation of his resurrection
as unlimited as his rights by virtue of his ascension
as comprehensive as the promises of God he inherits
as broad as the peoples to be redeemed by his blood
as thorough as the extent of the wounds he is able to heal
as universal as the consummation of his purposes for all humankind
as irresistible as his consuming glory displayed for all ages to come

The Bible's Final Message:
The Battle Is the Lord’s
On one occasion, to reinforce this faith perspective within struggling New
Testament churches, Jesus rejuvenated a company of seven congregations
in Asia Minor, by giving them multiple portraits of who he was over them in
his unwavering kingship.
As you read the following passages, ask yourself: Aren’t these truths as fully in
force today as they were the day John wrote them down for believers like us
to read and heed? Should we not live as they did, fully expecting to see
preliminary, even substantial, displays of these realities in our own
generation?
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• Revelation 1: Greetings from the Ruler of kings
May grace and peace come to you from God. He is the one
who is, and who was, and who will come. May grace and peace
come to you from the seven spirits. These spirits are in front of
God’s throne. May grace and peace come to you from Jesus
Christ. He is the faithful witness, so what he has shown can be
trusted. He was the first to rise from the dead. He rules over the
kings of the earth. Glory and power belong to Jesus Christ who
loves us! He has set us free from our sins by pouring out his
blood for us. He has made us members of his royal family. He
has made us priests who serve his God and Father. Glory and
power belong to Jesus Christ for ever and ever! Amen.

• Revelation 5, 6: The Lamb in charge of events
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not cry! The Lion of the
tribe of Judah has won the battle. He is the Root of David. He
is able to break the seven seals and open the scroll.” Then I saw
a Lamb that looked as if he had been put to death. He stood at
the center of the area around the throne . . . The Lamb went
and took the scroll. He took it from the right hand of the one
sitting on the throne . . . I watched as the Lamb broke open the
first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living
creatures say in a voice that sounded like thunder, “Come!”

• Revelation 6: The judgments of the Lamb prevail
Everyone hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.
This included the kings of the earth, the princes and the
generals. It included rich people and powerful people. It also
included everyone else, both slaves and people who were free.
They called out to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us! Hide
us from the face of the one who sits on the throne! Hide us
from the anger of the Lamb! The great day of their anger has
come. Who can live through it?”

• Revelation 11: Only one King and one kingdom
The seventh angel blew his trumpet. There were loud voices in
heaven. They said, “The kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah. He will rule for ever
and ever.” The 24 elders were sitting on their thrones in front of
God. They fell on their faces and worshiped God.
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• Revelation 12: Christ is destined to overcome the dragon
She gave birth to a son. He will rule all the nations with an iron
scepter. And her child was taken up to God and to his throne
. . . The great dragon was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels with him. The dragon is that old serpent called the devil,
or Satan . . . Then I heard a loud voice in heaven. It said, “Now
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God have
come. The authority of his Messiah has come . . . ” They had
victory over [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb spilled for them.
They had victory over him by speaking the truth about Jesus
to others . . . even if it led to death.

• Revelation 19: The return of the King in final triumph
I saw heaven standing open. There in front of me was a white
horse. Its rider is called Faithful and True. When he judges or
makes war, he is always fair. His eyes are like blazing fire. On his
head are many crowns . . . The armies of heaven were following
him, riding on white horses . . . Coming out of the rider’s mouth
is a sharp sword. He will strike down the nations with the
sword. Scripture says, “He will rule them with an iron scepter”
. . . Here is the name that is written on the rider’s robe and on
his thigh: “THE GREATEST KING OF ALL AND THE MOST POWERFUL LORD OF
ALL.”

• Revelation 22: The Lamb reigns forever, face to face with us
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life. It was
as clear as crystal. It flowed from the throne of God and of the
Lamb. It flowed down the middle of the city’s main street. On
each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing 12 crops of
fruit. Its fruit was ripe every month. The leaves of the tree bring
healing to the nations. There will no longer be any curse. The
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city. God’s
servants will serve him. They will see his face. His name will be
on their foreheads.
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Similar testimonies to Christ’s supremacy have sustained generations of
God’s people in the midst of all suffering and opposition.
During the dark days of Nazi Germany, for example, a major thorn in Hitler’s
side was the so-called “Confessing Church,” established in
opposition to the Furor's newly minted (and totally
apostate) "German Church." Leaders like Karl Barth,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Martin Niemöller rallied
around a high view of Christ's lordship as they
opposed the idolatrous nationalism and militarism all
around them.
Their protests formalized in the Barmen
Declaration, which stated in its very first article:
“Jesus Christ as attested to us in Holy Scripture is
the one Word of God we must hear and whom we
must trust and obey in life and in death.”
Ultimately, some of them, like Bonhoeffer, were martyred
for this singular conviction. Still, they believed that no
matter how the global conflict, full of horrors and holocausts, seemed to
contradict any hope of an experience of God's sovereign intervention, one
reality remained undiminished for them: “Christ conquers, Christ reigns,
Christ governs.”
That reality was vindicated, in part, right before their eyes by the otherwise
inexplicable, total collapse in just one short decade of the Nazi’s terrifying
continental blitzkrieg — clear evidence to all believers that the Savior’s
scepter was holding steady its sway over the tumult of nations, to rule and
to overrule for God’s eternal purposes in the end!
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Celebrating the Glories of
Christ’s Reign OVER Us Today
Convinced of Jesus’ triumphs and the hope into which he has brought us as
a result, Peter assumed that celebrating Christ should automatically mark
God’s people everywhere, writing: “Though you do not see him now, you
believe in him. You are filled with a glorious joy that can’t be put into words”
(1 Peter 1).
Let’s consider a few of the reasons for us to celebrate his reign over us.
Embrace these declarations about Jesus as your own. Reflect on the truths
proclaimed by each chorus. Experience the worship of Jesus by speaking
out loud the sentences in bold, then quietly meditating on the rest of the
chorus.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

•

SHOUT! In heaven, countless choirs of angelic hosts surround his
throne hymning his lordship over them. How their cherubic raptures
must have intensified the moment he ascended before their eyes to don
the crown of victory. Since then, day after day he is worshipped as the
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Captain of heaven’s armies, revered by ten thousand times ten thousand
angels and archangels who wait to do his bidding and carry out his every
decree (Revelation 4-5).
•

CHEER! Ever since Christ conquered death and ascended on high,
he has been gathering the “spoils of war” — a people of his own, for
whose sake he won the victory (Ephesians 4). They have become his
loyal subjects, enriched by the treasury of his triumphs and then scattered
among the nations to proclaim his reign everywhere, even as their
numbers swell.

•

EXTOL! Not only does the Lord Jesus sit at the Father’s right hand;
he is the Father’s right hand. He is the One by whom God is establishing,
right now, order in the midst of chaos, justice in the midst of oppression,
righteousness in the midst of rebellion, healing in the midst of suffering,
restoration in the midst of disintegration, peace in the midst of conflict,
love in the midst of hate. Day after day. In a million lives. In a million ways.
In a million places. As God’s mighty right arm (Isaiah 59), Christ has been
given all the resources of Heaven so that he might reign forever.

•

REJOICE! Christ is all — all over the place! Throughout the entire
cosmos he has assumed all authority (Matthew 28; Philippians 2). Jesus’
reign does not reside in some secluded corner of the universe. Rather,
with finality he purposes, upholds, energizes, preserves, and
consummates all things in heaven and earth. All of life, whether for
individuals or nations or churches, plays itself out under the impending,
direct, unstoppable, and inescapable (even if not always recognizable)
sovereignty of God’s Son. His dominion is as deep and wide and extensive
as creation itself. He knows nothing of irreversible defeat. His is the
inexhaustible power for the salvation of all who believe, as well as the
restoration of all of creation.

•

EXALT! The relevancy of Christ’s reign is seen by his effectiveness
in carrying on the affairs of the universe. Crowned on high, Jesus in his
lordship impacts all dimensions of life in this age: physical, rational, social,
existential, structural, as well as spiritual. He fears no rivals, no substitutes,
no competition. He stands alone in the solitude of his sovereignty. By the
increasing subjugation of all things to himself, Christ is actively restoring
creation to match and surpass all the potential inherent in the original

Celebrating the Glories of Christ’s Reign OVER Us Today 199

creation. The entire cosmos is converging at his feet for his judgments
concerning the destiny of all things.

REVEL!

•

Christ has absolute rights to a dominion that covers the
entire world. His lordship is more than a legal right. His access to the
throne is a legitimate right because it is based on who he already is, both
to us and for us. His incomparably deep sufferings, as much as his
inherently divine sovereignty, provide him the preeminent privilege to
rule over us forever. In other words, the passions of our Christ make the
prevailing of our Christ irreversible, universal, and eternal.

•

APPLAUD!

Right now Christ has taken charge and is fully
engaged among the nations. The Lamb on the throne is no “absentee
landlord,” preoccupied with other concerns. To be sure, much of his
authority is mediated, as he uses the peoples and powers of earth, often
without their consent, to advance his will in every concern of life. But one
way or another, from his position on high, Jesus invades the marketplaces
of ideas and events in every generation. With him there are no public or
private spheres. Rather, daily he executes his purposes within every
sphere.

•

PROCLAIM! His reign breaks through and transcends every label
we Christians might design in order to define him or contain him or
control him for our own ends. Our King is bigger than any one church
denomination, or theological system, or Christian cultural expression. We
cannot privatize him, claiming him as “our own personal Sovereign.” His
kingdom is bigger than all of us put together. It is a dominion that knows
no end. Under his rule, all believers, without exception, are invited daily
into the same throne room together — to embrace him, surrender to him,
learn from him, obey him, and then follow and proclaim him to the ends
of the earth.

•

RAVE! His scepter is most often extended to and through the
poorest of the poor. More often than not, the fame of his domain is
found not in corporate boardrooms or the halls of government or the
arenas of stardom, but rather it is seen among the poorest; the weakest;
the most childlike; the most yielded and teachable; the most disenfranchised; the most abused and broken; the most overlooked and despised.
He reigns most freely among those who know how much they need him
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and say so. His reign brings justice to earth’s broken peoples, as he
defends the defenseless, presses justice for the oppressed, and comforts
those who mourn.

TRUMPET! His kingdom is not from this world.

•

Rather, it comes
from another place into this world. His coronation required no earthly
pomp and circumstance, but came by way of the cross. Even so, none of
the world’s political platforms, past or present, could ever be broad
enough to contain what his kingdom’s agenda is all about. As he
responded in the wilderness when Satan offered him the empires of the
world, Jesus still resists every human or demonic blueprint for success —
every alternate path to power — choosing, more often than not, to
expand his rule through fragile, weak, sinful people like us, who are
redeemed by his blood and filled with his Spirit. Unlike worldly regimes,
his kingdom for now is mostly hidden, in the same way believers’ lives also
are hidden with Christ in God until his triumphant return (Colossians 3).

•

DECLARE! Whatever

is essential to the final triumphs of his
kingdom, Jesus is quite capable of activating that right now. Though
he won’t reveal the full display of his supremacy and glorious reign before
the end, even now he is giving his people foretastes, approximations,
foreshadowing, precursors, and previews of that great day when we will
see the totality of his glory and power in resplendent, wide-open displays
of his universal supremacy. At that time we’ll discover fully how his reign
over us then is inseparable from who he is as he reigns over us now.

•

SALUTE! Jesus’ reign is not only omnipotent but also omnicompetent and omni-benevolent. As omnipotent, he exercises all power,
which originates with him. As omni-competent, he is in charge of
everything and everyone fully, and keeps all things moving toward the
consummation of history and activates all of God’s promises. As omnibenevolent, he pours out inexhaustible blessings from his throne upon
those, and through those, who have found life in him as Lord of all.

•

ANNOUNCE! His visible rule is seen in this age primarily as a
kingdom of God’s grace, which is spreading around the world
through the impact of the gospel.
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The Gospel conquers the earth through the Word and the Spirit,
rather than through secular powers and cultural labors. Only when
Christ returns will he reign in a Kingdom of glory, as the realms of this
age are finally made subservient to His will (John Calvin).

•

GLORIFY! At the core of Jesus’ reign today is the work of reconciliation and re-creation. As a result of his finished work for us —
incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension — every obstacle to new
beginnings has been removed from heaven’s side. He is the “Mediator
Monarch.” His primary ongoing activity focuses on reclaiming everything
for God’s purposes, from every corner of creation (Colossians 1). His Royal
Majesty intends to reconcile, repair, renovate, and reconstitute all things
once plagued by the usurpations of sin and Satan. For all who seek the
favor of the King, he gladly asserts his exclusive authority to forgive sins
and make us clean before the Father forever.

•

SING! Evil and suffering are not ultimate — Christ is! Even though
life so often seems random — so frequently painful and disabling — there
is One who remains fully in charge, working out all things according to
the council of his Father’s will. All forces, good or evil, are being summed
up under him as Lord (Ephesians 1). Our Royal Master is never caught off
guard nor is he ever at a loss for options. Freely and completely he
anticipates and outmaneuvers everything the dark schemes of men and
demons might dare to throw at him.

•

MARVEL!

Death and destruction have no place in Christ’s
kingdom. The Father’s plan is to eliminate both at the climax of the age.
But even now, Jesus stands opposed to all that brings us despair,
affliction, and grief. At every turn, our Lord is there, executing his
authority, exalting his name, defending his cause, redeeming his people
from their tormenters, and stabilizing them with abounding hope about
the final outcome — while he offers to fill them with the same Spiritinfused power that raised him from the dead.
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Are we awake to all Christ is over us? Have we given him the adoration he
so rightly deserves? Do we really see what our King is up to? If so, are we
alert and ready to join him in it?
Evidences of King Jesus at work are everywhere.
Millions around the world claim to have discovered Jesus as a living,
challenging, healing presence. Stories abound of changed lives, of
physical and emotional healing. New churches have sprung up, full
of eager and excited people, often young people. Real help is given
to the sick, the poor, the prisoners (N. T. Wright).

Will we dare to boldly point to evidences of his reign and declare to everyone
the good news of the lordship of Jesus over all?
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Scriptural Highlights on Christ’s
Reign OVER Us Today
Every year millions of Muslim
pilgrims from nearly every
nation on earth set out for the
holiest city in Islam — Mecca, in
Saudi Arabia. They go there to
perform the “Hajj,” one of five
major acts of devotion required
of the faithful. The pilgrimage
brings them to the Kaaba, the
most revered object in all of
Islam — a black, cube-shaped building, supposedly built by Abraham, and
now encompassed by a massive mosque. Muslims worldwide pray five times
a day facing the direction of the Kaaba. But once in their lifetime all Muslims
seek to fulfill the Quran’s requirement to do the Hajj — to come to the Kaaba
to join multitudes of worshippers marching around the sacred shrine.
As they do so, voices can be heard crying out in unison with words like, “O
Living One, O Self-Subsisting One!” and “Allah is great!” along with the
universal Hajj prayer: “Here I am, O Allah, here I am. Here I am. You have no
partner, here I am. Verily all praise, grace and sovereignty belong to you. You
have no partner.” The days-long ceremonies and prayers in Mecca are
designed to praise Islam’s god (Allah) as the grand, superlative, unrivaled lord
of the universe. Their stirring proclamations are based on the 99 names for
Allah revealed in the Quran.
Into this vision of divine omnipotence, countering and contrasting the
exalted position Muslims give Allah, comes the expansive witness to Jesus’
supremacy found in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament writings.
Christians believe that what all of Scripture says about who Christ is reigning
over us right now, seated at the Father’s right hand, supersedes Quranic
claims for Allah. What is said about the wonders of God’s Son is, in fact,
infinitely superior to Islam’s definition of Allah’s glory.
Let’s look at some of the evidence. Though we must be selective at this point,
here are a few rather stunning scriptural highlights to inspire our hearts both
to worship our Savior and boldly proclaim his kingdom with increasing joy.
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µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

Christ’s Reign OVER Us Today Is
Foreshadowed in Old Testament Passages
These first selections are taken from the Hebrew Bible. In a sense, every
passage in the Old Testament that describes the sovereignty of Yahweh —
over creation, nations, rulers, and his covenant people — preeminently
should be applied to the Son of God. After all, total authority now resides in
Jesus as God in the flesh. Christ expresses matchless displays of the dominion
formerly ascribed to Yahweh in the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets.
In other words, the current reign of Christ was foreshadowed through all of
the Old Testament descriptions of God’s kingdom work, all of which began
to be brought to fulfillment the moment Jesus came preaching, “The
kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1), adding about himself, “[it] is
among you” (Luke 17).

• There's no ruler like Yahweh – Israel's king, who Christ is now.
The Lord came from Mount Sinai . . . He came with large numbers of
angel . . . All of the Israelites are in your hands. At your feet all of them
bow down. And you teach them. They learn the law I gave them . . .
The Lord was king over Israel when the leaders of the people came
together . . . There is no one like the God of Israel. He rides in the
heavens to help you . . . His powerful arms are always there to carry
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you. He will drive out your enemies to make room for you . . . He keeps
you safe. He helps you. He’s like a glorious sword to you. Your enemies
will bow down to you in fear. You will bring them under your control
(Deuteronomy 33).

• Yahweh is worshipped by his people as their preeminent ruler,
like Christ is now.
The Lord is the great God. He is the greatest King. He rules over all of
the gods. He owns the deepest parts of the earth. The mountain peaks
belong to him. The ocean is his, because he made it. He formed the dry
land with his hands. Come, let us bow down and worship him. Let us fall
on our knees in front of the Lord our Maker. He is our God. We are the
sheep belonging to his flock. We are the people he takes good care of
(Psalm 95).

• Yahweh protects his people like a king, like Christ does now.
People of Zion, sing! Israel, shout loudly! People of Jerusalem, be glad!
Let your hearts be full of joy. The Lord has stopped punishing you. He
has made your enemies turn away from you. The Lord is the King of
Israel. He is with you. You will never again be afraid that others will harm
you . . . The Lord your God is with you. He is mighty enough to save you
(Zephaniah 3).

• Yahweh reigns like a warrior king, like Christ does now.
I am the Lord who rules over all. Human effort is no better than wood
that feeds a fire. So the nations wear themselves out for nothing. The
oceans are full of water. In the same way, the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of my glory . . . But I am in my holy temple. Let the whole
earth be silent in front of me . . . When you stood up, the earth shook.
When you looked at the nations, they trembled with fear . . . When you
were angry, you marched across the earth. Because of your anger you
destroyed the nations. You came out to set your people free. You saved
your chosen ones . . . God my Savior fills me with joy. The Lord and King
gives me strength (Habakkuk 2 and 3).

• At times Yahweh reigns like a burning fire, like Christ does now.
The Lord is honored. He lives in heaven. He will fill Zion’s people with
what is fair and right. He will be the firm foundation for their entire lives.
“Now I will take action,” says the Lord. Now I will be honored. Now I will
be respected. Assyria, your plans and actions are like straw . . . The nations
will be burned to ashes . . . My people who are near, recognize how
powerful I am! They say, “Who of us can live through the Lord’s
destroying fire?” . . . People of Judah, you will see the king in all of his
glory and majesty. You will view his kingdom spreading far and wide . . .
The Lord is our king. He will save us (Isaiah 33).
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• The everlasting kingdom which belongs to Yahweh alone, is
Christ’s now.
Lord, we give you praise. You are the God of our father Israel. We give
you praise for ever and ever. Lord, you are great and powerful. Glory,
majesty and beauty belong to you. Everything in heaven and on
earth belongs to you. Lord, the kingdom belongs to you. You are
honored as the One who rules over all. Wealth and honor come from
you. You are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and
power. You can give honor and strength to everyone
(1 Chronicles 29).

• Yahweh reigns as King and Judge over all of earth’s peoples just as
Christ does now.
Say to the nations, “The Lord rules.” The world is firmly set in place. It
can’t be moved. The Lord will judge the people of the world fairly. Let
the heavens be full of joy. Let the earth be glad. Let the ocean and
everything in it roar. Let the fields and everything in them be glad.
Then all of the trees in the forest will sing with joy. They will sing to
the Lord, because he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the
people of the world in keeping with what is right and true (Psalm 96).

• We are called to proclaim the good news that Yahweh reigns,
doing so through Christ now.
Zion, you are bringing good news to your people. Go up on a high
mountain and announce it. Jerusalem, you are bringing good news
to them. Shout the message loudly. Shout it out loud. Don’t be afraid.
Say to the towns of Judah, “Your God is coming!” The Lord and King
is coming with power. His powerful arm will rule for him. He has set
his people free. He is bringing them back as his reward. He has won
the battle over their enemies . . . To him, all of the nations don’t
amount to anything. He considers them to be worthless. In fact, they
are less than nothing in his sight . . . God sits on his throne high above
the earth. Its people look like grasshoppers to him . . . He takes the
power of princes away from them. He reduces the rulers of this world
to nothing (Isaiah 40).

• • Jehovah’s reign over his people will be shouldered by Someone
coming to us, who is Christ now.
The oceans are full of water. In the same way, the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the Lord. At that time the man who is called
the Root from Jesse’s family line will be like a banner that brings
nations together. They will come to him. And the place where he rules
will be glorious. At that time the Lord will reach out his hand to gather
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his people a second time . . . The Spirit of the Lord will rest on that
Branch. He will help him to be wise and understanding. He will help
him make wise plans and carry them out . . . He will not judge things
only by the way they look. He won’t make decisions based simply on
what people say. He will always do what is right when he judges
those who are in need. He’ll be completely fair when he makes
decisions about poor people. When he commands that people be
punished, it will happen (Isaiah 11).

• Yahweh will deliver the nations through his coming appointed,
anointed king, who is Christ now.
People of Jerusalem, shout! See, your king comes to you. He always
does what is right. He has the power to save. He is gentle and riding
on a donkey. He is sitting on a donkey’s colt. I will take the chariots
away from Ephraim. I will remove the war horses from Jerusalem. I
will break the bows that are used in battle. Your king will announce
peace to the nations. He will rule from ocean to ocean. His kingdom
will reach from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. I will set
your prisoners free from where their enemies are keeping them. I will
do it because of the blood that put my covenant with you into effect
(Zechariah 9).

• Yahweh delegates his active reign to a king he calls his Son,
who is Christ now.
The One who sits on his throne in heaven laughs. The Lord makes fun
of those rulers and their plans. When he is angry, he warns them.
When his anger blazes out, he terrifies them. He says to them, “I have
placed my king on my holy mountain of Zion.” I will announce what
the Lord has promised. He said to me, “You are my son. Today I have
become your father. Ask me, and I will give the nations to you. All
nations on earth will belong to you. You will rule them with an iron
rod” . . . Rulers of the earth, be warned . . . Obey the son completely
. . . Blessed are all those who go to him for safety (Psalm 2).

• King David himself foreshadows the future ongoing reign of
God’s Son, who is Christ now.
Our king is like a shield that keeps us safe. He belongs to the Lord. He
belongs to the Holy One of Israel. You once spoke to your faithful
people in a vision. You said, “I have given strength to a soldier. I have
raised up a young man from among the people. I have found my
servant David. I have poured my sacred oil on his head. My powerful
hand will keep him going. My mighty arm will give him strength. No
enemies will require him to bring gifts to them. No evil person will
beat him down. I will crush the king’s enemies. I will completely
destroy them. I will love him and be faithful to him. Because of me his
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power will increase. I will give him a great kingdom” (Psalm 89).

• Governor Zerubbabel foreshadows the future ongoing reign
of God’s Son, who is Christ now.
The Lord says, “In a little while I will shake the heavens and the earth
once more. I will also shake the ocean and the dry land. I will shake
all of the nations. Then what they consider to be priceless will come
to my temple. And I will fill the temple with glory,’ says the Lord who
rules over all . . . Speak to Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah. Tell him
I will shake the heavens and the earth. I will throw down royal
thrones. I will smash the power of other kingdoms ... Zerubbabel, at
that time I will pick you,” announces the Lord. “You are my servant,”
announces the Lord. “You will be like a ring that has my royal seal on
it. I have chosen you,” announces the Lord who rules over all
(Haggai 2).

• Emperor Cyrus foreshadows the future ongoing reign of God’s Son,
who is Christ now.
Cyrus is my anointed king. I take hold of his right hand. I give him the
power to bring nations under his control. I help him strip kings of
their power to go to war against him. I break city gates open so he
can go through them. I say to him, “I will march out ahead of you. I
will make the mountains level. I will break down bronze gates. I will
cut through their heavy iron bars. I will give you treasures that are
hidden away in dark places. I will give you riches that are stored up in
secret places. Then you will know that I am the Lord. I am the God of
Israel. I am sending for you by name. Cyrus, I am sending for you by
name. I am doing it for the good of the family of Jacob” . . . I will stir
up Cyrus and help him win his battles. I will make all of his roads
straight. He will rebuild Jerusalem. My people have been taken away
from their country. But he will set them free (Isaiah 45).

• Nebuchadnezzar learns about the ongoing reign of God’s Son,
who is Christ now.
While you were watching, a rock was cut out. But human hands didn’t
do it. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay. It smashed them.
Then the iron and clay were broken to pieces. So were the bronze,
silver and gold. All of them were broken to pieces at the same time.
They became like straw on a threshing floor at harvest time. The wind
blew them away without leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the
statue became a huge mountain. It filled the whole earth . . . In the
time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom. It will
never be destroyed. And no other nation will ever take it over. It will
crush all of those other kingdoms. It will bring them to an end. But it
will last forever (Daniel 2).

Scriptural Highlights on Christ’s Reign OVER Us Today 209

• The glory of Yahweh’s reign is filling the whole earth through
Christ now.
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord. He was seated on his
throne. His long robe filled the temple. He was highly honored. Above
him were seraphs. Each of them had six wings. With two wings they
covered their faces. With two wings they covered their feet. And with
two wings they were flying. They were calling out to one another.
They were saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord who rules over all. The
whole earth is full of his glory” (Isaiah 6).

• Yahweh’s reign will unfold in mighty new ways all over the earth,
through Christ now.
In the last days the mountain where the Lord’s temple is located will
be famous. It will be the most important mountain of all. It will stand
out above the hills. And nations will go to it. People from many
nations will go there. They will say, “Come, let us go up to the Lord’s
mountain. Let’s go to the house of Jacob’s God. He will teach us how
we should live. Then we will live the way he wants us to.” The law of
the Lord will be taught at Zion. His message will go out from
Jerusalem. He will judge between people from many nations . . .
Nations will not go to war against one another . . . That’s what the Lord
who rules over all has promised . . . I will make those who were driven
away from their homes a strong nation. I will rule over them on
Mount Zion. I will be their King from that time on and forever (Micah
4).

• Yahweh’s reign brings forth his praises throughout the world,
through Christ now.
How wonderful is the Lord Most High! He is the great King over the
whole earth. He brought nations under our control . . . God went up
to his throne while his people were shouting with joy . . . Sing praises
to our King. Sing praises . . . God is the King of the whole earth. Sing
a psalm of praise to him. God rules over the nations. He is seated on
his holy throne . . . The kings of the earth belong to God. He is greatly
honored (Psalm 47).

• Yahweh intends to be worshipped as King worldwide, through
Christ now.
“After all, I am a great king,” says the Lord who rules over all. “The other
nations have respect for my name. So why don’t you respect it . . . My
name will be great among the nations. They will worship me from
where the sun rises in the east to where it sets in the west. In every
place, incense and pure offerings will be brought to me. That is
because my name will be great among the nations” . . . says the Lord
who rules over all (Malachi 1).
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• Praises for Israel’s earthly rulers ultimately point toward the coming
King of rulers, who is Christ now.
My heart is full of beautiful words as I say my poem for the king. My
tongue is like the pen of a skillful writer. You are the most excellent of
men. Your lips have been given the ability to speak gracious words.
God has blessed you forever. Mighty one, put your sword at your side.
Put on glory and majesty as if they were your clothes. In your majesty
ride out with power in honor of what is true and right. Do it in honor
of all those who are not proud. Let your right hand do wonderful
things. Shoot your sharp arrows into the hearts of your enemies. Let
the nations come under your control. Your throne is the very throne
of God. Your kingdom will last for ever and ever (Psalm 45).

• To believers today, like believers of old, the call goes forth:
Welcome your victorious Sovereign, the Lord Jesus Christ, into
your midst.
Open wide, you gates. Open up, you ancient doors. Then the King of
glory will come in. Who is the King of glory? The Lord, who is strong
and mighty. The Lord, who is mighty in battle. Open wide, you gates.
Open wide, you ancient doors. Then the King of glory will come in.
Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord who rules over all. He is the
King of glory (Psalm 24).

Selah
pause | think | pray

Christ’s Reign OVER Us Today Is Fulfilled in
New Testament Passages
• As Lord of all, Jesus holds sway over the kingdom of light.
For we must never forget that he rescued us from the power of
darkness, and re-established us in the kingdom of his beloved Son,
that is, in the kingdom of light . . . Through him, and for him, also, were
created power and dominion, ownership and authority. In fact, every
single thing was created through, and for him . . . And now he is the
head of the body which is composed of all Christian people. Life
from nothing began through him, and life from the dead began
through him, and he is, therefore, justly called the Lord of all
(Colossians 1, PHILLIPS).
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• Jesus rules over the activities of heaven.
Nathaniel replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God. You are the King of
Israel.” Then he said to the disciples, “What I’m about to tell you is true.
You will see heaven open. You will see the angels of God going up
and coming down on the Son of Man” (John 1).

• Jesus will reign up to and beyond the day of judgment.
The Son of Man will come in all his glory. All the angels will come with
him. Then he will sit on his throne in the glory of heaven. All the
nations will be gathered in front of him. He will separate the people
into two groups. He will be like a shepherd who separates the sheep
from the goats. He will put the sheep to his right and the goats to his
left (Matthew 25).

• Jesus’ dominion from heaven is rooted in his earthly ministry.
You know the message God sent to the people of Israel. It is the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all . . . God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Jesus went
around doing good. He healed all who were under the devil’s power.
God was with him ... God raised him from the dead . . . He told us to
give witness that he is the one appointed by God to judge the living
and the dead. All the prophets give witness about him. They say that
all who believe in him have their sins forgiven through his name
(Acts 10).

• Jesus’ reign is extended most powerfully today through the work
of the Holy Spirit.
God has raised this same Jesus back to life. We are all witnesses of this.
Jesus has been given a place of honor at the right hand of God. He has
received the Holy Spirit from the Father. This is what God had promised.
It is Jesus who has poured out what you now see and hear (Acts 2).
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• Jesus’ reign is extended wherever his people minister to others
in his name.
When the Lord Jesus finished speaking to them, he was taken up into
heaven. He sat down at the right hand of God. Then the disciples
went out and preached everywhere. The Lord worked with them. And
he backed up his word by the signs that went with it (Mark 16).

• Jesus’ reign is extended through works of healing offered in
his name.
Do you want to know why we were kind to a disabled man? Are you
asking how he was healed? Then listen to this, you and all the people
of Israel! You nailed Jesus Christ of Nazareth to the cross. But God
raised him from the dead. It is through Jesus’ name that this man
stands healed in front of you . . . You can’t be saved by believing in
anyone else. God has given us no other name under heaven that will
save us (Acts 4).
You killed the one who gives life. But God raised him from the dead.
We are witnesses of this. This man whom you see and know was
made strong because of faith in Jesus’ name. Faith in Jesus has healed
him completely. You can see it with your own eyes (Acts 3).

• As Lord of all, Jesus actively commissions his servants to
proclaim his reign.
“I am Jesus,” the Lord replied. “I am the one you are opposing. Now
get up. Stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you to
serve me and be my witness. You will tell others that you have seen
me today. You will also tell them that I will show myself to you again.
I will save you from your own people and from those who aren’t Jews.
I am sending you to them to open their eyes. I want you to turn them
from darkness to light. I want you to turn them from Satan’s power to
God. I want their sins to be forgiven. They will be forgiven when they
believe in me. They will have their place among God’s people”
(Acts 26).

• Jesus remains sovereignly involved with his servants wherever they
may be suffering or imprisoned for his sake.
The Lord stood at my side. He gave me the strength to preach the
whole message. Then all those who weren’t Jews heard it. I was saved
from the lion’s mouth. Lord will save me from every evil attack. He will
bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom (2 Timothy 4).
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• Jesus achieves final victory even when his witnesses are martyred
for his sake.
But he was full of the Holy Spirit. He looked up to heaven and saw
God’s glory. He saw Jesus standing at God’s right hand. “Look!” he said.
“I see heaven open. The Son of Man is standing at God’s right hand”
. . . They dragged him out of the city. They began to throw stones at
him to kill him . . . he prayed. “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” he said.
Then he fell on his knees. He cried out, “Lord! Don’t hold this sin
against them!” When he had said this, he died (Acts 7).

• Unconditional grace rules in every life situation where Jesus extends
his scepter.
But where sin increased, God’s grace increased even more. Sin ruled
because of death. So also grace rules in the lives of those who are
right with God. The grace of God brings eternal life because of what
Jesus Christ our Lord has done (Romans 5).

• Jesus claims the authority to dispense eternal life to
peoples everywhere.
Father, the time has come. Bring glory to your Son. Then your Son will
bring glory to you. You gave him authority over all people. He gives
eternal life to all those you have given him (John 17).
Everyone the Father gives me will come to me. I will never send away
anyone who comes to me. I have not come down from heaven to do
what I want to do. I have come to do what the One who sent me
wants me to do. The One who sent me doesn’t want me to lose
anyone he has given me. He wants me to raise them up on the last
day. My Father wants all who look to the Son and believe in him to
have eternal life. I will raise them up on the last day (John 6).

• Jesus rules today over all of those for whom he has become the
source of their life.
You have been raised up with Christ. So think about things that are
in heaven. That is where Christ is. He is sitting at God’s right hand.
Think about things that are in heaven. Don’t think about things that
are on earth. You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Christ is your life. When he appears again, you also will appear with
him in heaven’s glory (Colossians 3).

• Salvation is God’s gift to those who accept and confess the
kingship of Jesus.
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Without the help of the Holy Spirit no one can say, “Jesus is Lord”
(1 Corinthians 12).
Say with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord.” Believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead. Then you will be saved. With your heart you
believe and are made right with God. With your mouth you say that
Jesus is Lord. And so you are saved. Scripture says, “The one who
trusts in him will never be put to shame” (Romans 10).

• As Jesus reigns over us today, he presses everything and everyone
in this world toward his final victory.
Christ is the first of those who rise from the dead. When he comes
back, those who belong to him will be raised. Then the end will come.
Christ will destroy all rule, authority and power. He will hand over the
kingdom to God the Father. Christ must rule until he has put all his
enemies under his control. The last enemy that will be destroyed is
death (1 Corinthians 15).

• Jesus has full authority over both the living and the dead.
We don’t live for ourselves alone. And we don’t die all by ourselves. If
we live, we live to honor the Lord. If we die, we die to honor the Lord.
So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. Christ died and
came back to life. He did this to become the Lord of both the dead
and the living (Romans 14).

• This majestic monarchy of God's Son over all things is exercised
primarily for the sake of his Church.
[God] showed us the mystery of his plan. It was in keeping with what
he wanted to do. It was what he had planned through Christ. It will
all come about when history has been completed. God will then bring
together all things in heaven and on earth under one ruler. The ruler
is Christ . . . Christ sits far above all who rule and have authority. He
also sits far above all powers and kings. He is above every title that
can be given in this world and in the world to come. God placed all
things under Christ’s rule. He appointed him to be ruler over
everything for the church (Ephesians 1).

• At times, as Lord of all, Jesus takes charge over his people like a
commander-in-chief.
Like a good soldier of Christ Jesus, share in the hard times with us.
A soldier does not take part in things that don’t have anything to
do with the army. He wants to please his commanding officer
(2 Timothy 2).
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• Always, Jesus express his kingship over us in his role as our
high priest.
[Christ] uses his powerful word to hold all things together. He
provided the way for people to be made pure from sin. Then he sat
down at the right hand of the King, the Majesty in heaven. So he
became higher than the angels. The name he received is more
excellent than theirs (Hebrews 1).
We have a great high priest. He has gone up into the heavens. He is
Jesus the Son of God. So let us hold firmly to what we say we believe
(Hebrews 4).
He has become a priest because of his powerful life. His life can never
be destroyed . . . Jesus lives forever. So he always holds the office of
priest. People now come to God through him. And he is able to save
them completely and for all time. Jesus lives forever. He prays for
them. A high priest like that meets our need . . . He is lifted high above
the heavens (Hebrews 7).

• As our gracious Judge, Jesus has every right to expect faithfulness
from us as we go forth to fulfill his mission.
I give you a command in the sight of God and Christ Jesus. Christ will
judge the living and the dead. Because he and his kingdom are
coming, here is the command I give you. Preach the word. Be ready
to serve God in good times and bad . . . Don’t give up when times are
hard. Work to spread the good news. Do everything God has given
you to do . . . The Lord, who judges fairly, will give [a crown] to me on
the day he returns. He will not give it only to me. He will also give it
to all those who are longing for him to return (2 Timothy 4).

• Jesus’ supremacy over his people is always applied with
great patience.
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. And I am the worst
sinner of all. But for that very reason, God showed me mercy. And I
am the worst of sinners. He showed me mercy so that Christ Jesus
could show that he is very patient. I was an example for those who
would come to believe in him. Then they would receive eternal life.
The eternal King will never die. He can’t be seen. He is the only God.
Give him honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen (1 Timothy 1).

• The Church needs to seek a clearer vision of the true supremacy of
the King reigning over us today.
I saw seven golden lampstands. In the middle of them was someone
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who looked like a son of man. He was dressed in a long robe with a
gold strip of cloth around his chest. The hair on his head was white
like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a blazing fire. His feet
were like bronze metal glowing in a furnace. His voice sounded like
rushing waters. 1 He held seven stars in his right hand. Out of his
mouth came a sharp sword that had two edges. His face was like the
sun shining in all of its brightness. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as
if I were dead. Then he put his right hand on me and said, “Do not be
afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One. I was dead. But
look! I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys to Death and
Hell” (Revelation 1).

• Then, as we gain a clear vision, we should increase our celebrations
of the wonders of the King who will reign forever and ever.
May grace and peace come to you from Jesus Christ. What Jesus gives
witness to can always be trusted. He was the first to rise from the
dead. He rules over the kings of the earth. Give glory and power to
the One who loves us! He has set us free from our sins by pouring out
his blood for us. He has made us members of his royal family . . . Look!
He is coming with the clouds! Every eye will see Him (Revelation 1).
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The Wrap
During the Protestant Reformation, a variety of views surfaced regarding the
extent of the reign of Christ. At that time heated debates were not
uncommon.
But on at least three points all agreed. First, Jesus is installed and exercising
his lordship right now, in at least six arenas. He is ruling over the workings
of creation, the unfolding of world history, the designs of global leaders, the
destiny of earth’s peoples, the rebellion of dark powers, and the building of
his Church.
On a second point all agreed: Finality in all things belongs to Jesus alone.
There is no middle ground. His rule must either be welcomed or feared. He
must be worshipped and obeyed as Redeemer or acknowledged or feared
and faced as Supreme Judge.
On one further point all agreed: God the Father has given God the Son a
“manifest destiny,” and there is no turning back. In the day of his
appearing, his reign will become absolute, unifying, and centralizing for all
of life. The Spirit will gather all things in heaven and earth unto the Son,
bringing everlasting glory to his Father.
Despite whatever ways you may define the extent of Jesus’ reign in this hour,
based on all the Scriptures we’ve just surveyed, we can agree that all
believers have found refuge with all the saints of all the ages under our
Victor’s crown. All of us, with one voice, can hail Jesus as King, as we proclaim
that in him resides the consummation of God’s promises along with the
glorious destination of everyone whom he has called and conquered.
In The Message paraphrase of Colossians 3:2-3, it says:
Pursue the things over which Christ presides . . . Look up, and be alert
to what is going on around Christ — that’s where the action is. See
things from his perspective (emphasis added).

“That’s where the action is.” So, let’s follow the Bible's lead as we focus more
specifically on the action going on around God’s throne today as we look at:
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Six Key Domains of His Reign OVER Us
The Reign of Christ OVER the Workings of Creation
The Reign of Christ OVER the Unfolding of World History
The Reign of Christ OVER the Designs of Global Leaders
The Reign of Christ OVER the Destiny of Earth’s Peoples
The Reign of Christ OVER the Rebellion of Dark Powers
The Reign of Christ OVER the Building of His Church

The Reign of Christ OVER

the Workings of Creation
In 2004, the world watched and listened in horror as broadcasters reported
that a powerful undersea earthquake in the Indian Ocean had caused a
series of tsunamis — waves as high as100 feet that sped across the ocean,
devastating the coastal areas of 11 countries. More than 230,000 people
died, perhaps a third of them children. Thousands of homes and businesses
and even entire villages were obliterated. It was one of the deadliest and
most destructive natural disasters in human history.
What do such natural disasters imply about the reign of God’s Son over God’s
creation? Can we still have confidence in him as Lord of all and over all, in
spite of — and in the face of — tsunamis or earthquakes or tornadoes or
blistering drought?
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Where is the reign of Christ found in the midst of natural disasters that
traumatize multitudes across the globe every year? How do we pair nature’s
deadly eruptions with Jesus’ words to Laodicean Christians:
Here are the words of Jesus, who is the Amen. What he speaks is
faithful and true. He rules over what God has created (Revelation 3,
emphasis added).

First of all, we know God’s Son had direct, sovereign involvement in the
design and formation of the universe. Paul writes, for example:
We look at this Son and see God’s original purpose in everything
created. For everything, absolutely everything, above and below,
visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels — everything
got started in him and finds its purpose in him. He was there before
any of it came into existence and holds it all together right up to this
moment (Colossians 1, MSG).

To which Hebrews 1 adds:
By his Son, God created the world in the beginning, and it will all
belong to the Son at the end . . . He holds everything together by
what he says — powerful words (MSG).

Secondly, in that same Colossians 1 passage, Paul hastens to assure us of the
lordship of Christ over the reclamation of a troubled world. He writes:
Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe
— people and things, animals and atoms — get properly fixed and
fit together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his blood
that poured down from the cross (MSG).

Clearly, the Bible portrays Christ as sovereign over the workings of creation,
both at its formation and at its consummation.
Unfortunately, today we find ourselves living between the two epochs:
creation and reclamation.
In this interim, hurricanes and seaquakes and flash floods keep happening,
causing extensive suffering for the peoples of this convulsive sphere.
Consequently — speaking candidly — interpreting every facet of the
contemporary rule of Christ over the workings of creation is not an easy task.
Certain questions about what the Lord is up to are beyond human comprehension and must be left unanswered for the present time.
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Yet the truth remains, right now Christ reigns, and reigns effectively, over this
creation, although it has been crippled and corrupted by the Fall, placed
under a divine curse from which all “natural disasters” spring.
And that assurance requires us to keep something else in mind: Just as
Christ, by the Spirit, currently gives us foretastes of the glories of the
Consummation (see more on this in the chapter “Christ UPON Us”), natural
disasters may at times provide a foretaste of something much more
threatening. They may act as a way for him to get the attention of earth’s
peoples and forewarn us all about the judgments to come. In his love, Jesus
may permit and even employ them to serve as a “preview” of the final,
righteous retributions of God — alerting us that today is the day of salvation
(2 Corinthians 6); cautioning us that we may not have tomorrow; reminding
us that life is fragile, and that Christ alone is our refuge from the most
grievous disaster of all — an eternity separated from God.

Despite the devastations that continue to come upon the earth (predicted
throughout Scripture), Jesus’ current reign rings with solid hope about the
outcome. Paul confirms how creation anticipates a great day of redemption
when the King will bring an end to all decay, death, and destruction; he will
deliver and renovate the entire universe by the impact of his resurrection victory.
For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to
be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know
that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time (Romans 8, NIV, emphasis added).
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That means, therefore, that every day Christians have every reason to hope
in him, even in the midst of nature’s setbacks in our own lives. The Savior
who multiplied loaves and fishes, calmed storms on the Sea of Galilee, made
the crippled to walk, and reversed the putrefying process in Lazarus’ corpse
remains Lord of the whole creation — including any part of creation that
may threaten us — whether we are able to understand what he’s up to at
any given moment or not.
Happily, there is one crucial way we can witness Christ presiding powerfully
over his creation today: namely, how he does this through his Church.
As a recent advertisement placed by the Salvation Army in TIME magazine
put it (seeking funds for tornado victims): “We combat natural disasters with
acts of God” (a word play on people referring to disasters themselves as “acts
of God”). Their full-page message proceeded to note that while disasters may
remain unpredictable, the compassion of Christ flowing out of his people to
those in need remains thoroughly dependable.
The ad reminds us: One undeniable dimension of Christ’s reign over the
workings of creation is how he engages the desperate aftermath of
hurricanes or floods or debilitating drought through multitudes of redeemed
people around the globe who love him and serve him. Consequently, they
spread his love and compassion and resources “serving disaster survivors
from the moment of impact until the healing is complete” (as the ad put it).
The “Snapshots and Starter Thoughts” below will move us down the path
toward solid — even though always preliminary — praise-inducing
perspectives on Jesus’ reign over nature. Here we will discover how he works
in the universe between the first act of creation and the final act of
reclamation — even in times when it seems as if nature, temporarily has
sidestepped his sovereignty.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Christ is no tribal deity — all of creation owes its origins, its worship,
its allegiance, and its destiny to him. Everything was not only created
by Christ but also for him. Nothing in the universe exists for its own sake,
independent of him. As Paul writes:
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But we know that there is only one God, the Father, who created
everything, and we live for him. And there is only one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom God made everything and through whom we
have been given life (1 Corinthians 8, NLT).

• Creation is his to shape, to direct, to employ, to redeem, and
ultimately to fill. Creation finds its true explanation and fulfillment in
who Christ is over us. It does not exist alongside of him but underneath
him, looking up to him — always! — no matter how unhinged things may
appear to be at any given moment.
• Jesus’ reign is revealed by his constant preservation of all that exists
— just as Psalm 104 puts it:

All of those creatures depend on you to give them their food when
they need it. When you give it to them, they eat it. When you open
your hand, they are satisfied with good things. When you turn your
face away from them, they are terrified. When you take away their
breath, they die and turn back into dust. When you send your Spirit,
you create them. You give new life to the earth.

• Moment by moment, creation is utterly dependent on the reigning
Christ for its continued existence and survival. On his throne, Christ
undergirds and sustains creation so fully that if he were to suddenly
withhold his direct, constant involvement with it, everything would come
apart, dissipating into nothingness.
• God is eternal — he alone has life in himself, but through his Son he
extends that life to the whole creation. In the end, “those who have the
Son have life” (1 John 5). This was true at the beginning; it is true now and
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forever. The supremacy of Christ over creation is like light from the sun.
Although we benefit from the heat and vision sunlight gives us, if the sun
would ever shut off, immediately we’d be in terminal cold and unbearable
darkness.
• Jesus’ earthly miracles showed his authority and his capacity to bring
restoration to the natural order as well as the supernatural order.
Matthew records:
Jesus now moved about through the whole of Galilee . . . preaching
the good news about the kingdom, and healing every disease and
disability among the people . . . People brought to him all those who
were ill, suffering from all kinds of diseases and pains — including the
devil-possessed, the insane and the paralyzed. He healed them, and
was followed by enormous crowds (Matthew 5, PHILLIPS).

More than once the disciples witnessed his power over creation.
For example:
Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves
swept over the boat . . . Then [Jesus] got up and rebuked the winds
and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed
and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves
obey him!” (Matthew 8, NIV).

• Jesus harmonizes heaven and earth, as the preeminent Mediator
who draws all things together in himself. He does so by the comprehensive redemption of creation, “to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross” (Colossians 1, NIV). He also does so by his constant
operation of creation, as he manages its daily workings, faithfully bringing
order out of chaos (just as he did at the beginning — Genesis 1).
• In a fallen world we must seek refuge in the Lord of creation.
Unpredictable, seemingly unmerciful, natural disasters testify to a deeper,
more ominous reality: We live on a cursed planet. Thanks to our stubborn
sin and Satan’s relentless opposition, there is no safe place on this
terrestrial ball. Nature’s physical calamities mirror man-made calamities
resulting from our rebellion against our Creator. This is displayed by the
rampant pollution of creation, by our greedy exploitation of creation, and
by the destructive impact of violence and warfare on creation. Only in
Christ who rules over the workings of creation (and over every attempt
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to diminish his creation) can we find safety for both soul and body, not
only now but also in the new heaven and earth to come.
• From all eternity, God’s plans for his creation included his intention
for the Son to rule over all of it. The blueprint was already in his mind
before anything existed, and then the Son — the Word with God who was
God (John 1) — became the master workman to bring it forth in every
detail.
All creation took place through him, and none took place without
him. In him appeared life and this life was the light of mankind . . .
He came into the world — the world he had created — and the
world failed to recognize him. He came into his own creation, and
his own people would not accept him. Yet wherever men did
accept him he gave them the power to become sons of God
(John 1, PHILLIPS).

• He is the “firstborn of all creation” (Colossians 1; Revelation 1). This
means God’s Son was the cause of creation. It also means by his
incarnation he has become the crown of creation. And now he is exalted
to rule over that creation. As John reported:
I heard a company of Angels around the Throne, the Animals, and the
Elders — ten thousand times ten thousand their number, thousand
after thousand after thousand in full song . . . I heard every creature
in Heaven and earth, in underworld and sea, join in, all voices in all
places, singing: “To the One on the Throne! To the Lamb! The blessing,
the honor, the glory, the strength, for age after age after age”
(Revelation 5, MSG).

• What the psalmist witnessed about creation defines an important
dimension of Jesus’ reign every day.
The heavens tell about the glory of God. The skies show that his
hands created them. Day after day they speak about it. Night after
night they make it known . . . their voice goes out into the whole
earth. Their words go out from one end of the world to the other
(Psalm 19).

• What Isaiah beheld about creation is greatly magnified in Jesus’
reign every day:
I saw the Lord. He was seated on his throne . . . Above him were
seraphs. They were calling out to one another. They were saying,
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“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord who rules over all. The whole earth is full
of his glory” (Isaiah 6).

• What the prophets predicted about the future of creation, Jesus as
King of kings is bringing to fulfillment every day. To be sure, as Isaiah
says, already the earth is full of God’s glory. The reign of God’s Son,
therefore, is focused on filling the earth with the knowledge of his glory
(Habakkuk 2), all of it embodied “in the face of Jesus Christ”
(2 Corinthians 4) as revealed through the gospel.
• God’s royal decree — calling the universe to worship his Son through
whom all things were created — resounds throughout the cosmos
every day, like this for example:
Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord from the heavens. Praise him in the
heavens above. Praise him, all his angels. Praise him, all his angels in
heaven. Praise him, sun and moon. Praise him, all you shining stars . . .
Praise him, you waters above the skies. Let all of them praise the
name of the Lord, because he gave a command and they were
created . . . Praise him, lightning and hail, snow and clouds. Praise him,
you stormy winds that obey him. Praise him, all you mountains and
hills . . . Let them praise the name of the Lord. His name alone is
honored. His glory is higher than the earth and the heavens
(Psalm 148).

• Christ has full rights to take charge over creation because out of his
sufferings all of it has become his inheritance.
God has not put angels in charge of the world that is going to come
. . . He said, “What is a human being that you think about him? You
placed on him a crown of glory and honor. You have put everything
under his control” . . . We do not now see everything under his control.
But we do see Jesus already given a crown of glory and honor. He was
made a little lower than the angels. He suffered death. By the grace
of God, he tasted death for everyone. That is why he was given his
crown. God has made everything. He has acted in exactly the right
way. He is bringing his many sons and daughters to share in his glory.
To do so, he has made the One who saved them perfect because of
his sufferings (Hebrews 2).

• Because Christ is the heir of all things (Hebrews 1), his lordship over
the workings of creation exists for this one singular, mighty purpose
— the purpose for which the cosmos was designed—to give God the
maximum glory he deserves. Therefore, the travailing of creation—
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because of its bondage to despair, its decay, and its misery — is of great
consequence to Jesus. Our Redeemer intends for everything to be
renovated, one day soon, as the universe is reconstituted with resurrection
power. This will include our own aging bodies because our King does not
intend to save us out of our bodies but to save us in our bodies—bodies
that will be like his glorious body (Romans 8, Philippians 3).
• At the same time, we can say in the midst of this great purpose that
Christ is working everything together for one singular, overarching
good. It is for the good of the universe to enter, in its entirety, into “the
glorious liberty” of all the saints whom Jesus already has set free
(Romans 8).
• Ultimately, the reign of Christ will prove to be more immense than
the farthest stretches of a billion galaxies. Creation is the theater of his
kingdom ways, in which the outworking of our redemption takes place
inseparably from the wider drama of God’s redemption and renovation
of all things created, visible and the invisible, on earth and in heaven.
• One day, who Christ is over the workings of creation will be revealed
with irrefutable, everlasting evidence — just as we read at the close
of the Bible:
Then I saw a new Heaven and a new earth . . . I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, descending from God out of Heaven . . . Then he who
is seated upon the throne said, “See, I am making all things new” . . . I
could see no Temple in the city, for the Lord, the Almighty God, and
the Lamb are themselves its Temple . . . its radiance is the Lamb. The
nations will walk by its light (Revelation 21, PHILLIPS).
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The Wrap
With just a few words, Bishop N. T. Wright paints for us the magnificence of
Christ’s reign over the workings of creation:
God will do for the whole cosmos, in the end, what he did for Jesus
at Easter . . . the prototype of the new creation. God will do this
through Jesus himself; the ascended Jesus, remember, is the ruler
within the new creation as it bursts in upon the old. And God will do
it through the presence of the risen and ascended Jesus when he
comes to heal, to save and also to judge.

Both then and now, creation serves its Ruler by providing a showcase of his
supremacy. Creation, then and now, acts as “window dressing” to embellish
displays of his kingdom ways. As Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Heir, the
Lord Jesus Christ requires all nature to reveal the magnitude of his glory, to
amplify the judgments of his enemies, and to rain down (reign down!)
everlasting blessings upon all he has redeemed by his blood. But even then,
the entire universe will never be big enough to contain him!

228 Who Christ Is OVER Us Today:

The Reign of Christ OVER

the Unfolding of World History
A while back, the National Geographic Society published a large, 400-page
hardback titled Concise History of the World: An Illustrated Time Line. It offers
a global view of history by placing concurrent events in the world’s major
regions together in single columns under five major headings of related
human culture and experience. Produced by a team of imminent scholars,
the authors write:
[In our] increasingly interconnected and interdependent world, it is
essential to understand the networks that link the societies and the
forces that can disrupt these networks and set societies at odds . . .
[this book] provides a unique framework for comprehending the
global past and its impact on the present.

The book even claims it “will help readers make sense of today’s headlines
and the seemingly chaotic course of current affairs.”
What this superb volume does not do, however — and really can’t do — is
show us the impact of God’s kingdom in the midst of all of these reports.
More specifically, it does not report history’s interconnectedness with the
redemptive reign of Jesus for 2000 years. The biblical testimony is clear: the
hand of our King has rested on every aspect of history — global, national,
and personal.
On Mars Hill Paul made a case for the interconnectedness between Christ
and history:
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[God] himself gives life and breath to all people . . . From one man he
made all the people of the world. Now they live all over the earth. He
decided exactly when they should live . . . [and] where they should
live. God did this so that people would seek him . . . though he is not
far from any of us. “In him we live and move and exist” . . . now he
commands all people everywhere to turn away from their sins. He has
set a day when he will judge the world fairly. He has appointed a man
to be its judge. God has proved this to all people by raising that man
from the dead (Acts 17).

But even before Paul, in Old Testament times Yahweh made it clear he was
involved with developments transpiring among many nations beyond Israel.
Look at the prophets, for example. Jonah prophesied to Assyria’s capital,
Nineveh, and changed the course of their history. Isaiah claimed that God
placed Cyrus as ruler of Persia and then gave him the mandate to transform
Persian policies so that not only Israel but also numbers of other displaced
peoples could repopulate their homelands. Amos declared God’s impending
judgments on a host of nations besides Israel. In Isaiah 19, Yahweh revealed
that he intended to superintend the unfolding histories of Egypt and Assyria
so that one day they would share in a three-part harmony with Israel. In fact,
if we go all the way back to the Tower of Babel, or even before, the Scriptures
leave no doubt that the God of creation is the God of history, involved in
how world’s events unfold in every part of the earth.
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How much more this is true about the reigning Son of God today before
whom the Bible says every knee in the universe will bow! History is not
random, even among nations or generations in which nothing of Scripture
or Christ is known yet.
The History Channel may never produce a documentary on Christ’s reign
across the ages; but whether they know it or not, every event of history from
the beginning of time, both small or large, has transpired directly before the
throne of God in response to his righteous purposes in Jesus. Through it all,
the Son remains sovereignly proactive — never indifferent or passive or
uninvolved — regarding what transpires. To this very hour, fully accurate is
the familiar claim: “All of history is His Story.”
Let’s explore other ways of looking at who Christ is over the unfolding of
world history.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Christ is God’s goal for history. There’s a plan for a Lamb and there’s
a Lamb for the plan. The Father intends to achieve the greatest possible
glory for his Son, among an immense host of worshippers, to the fullest
extent possible, in a way that magnifies forever the triumphs of Messiah’s
mercy and majesty.
• Christ is the undeniable Ruler of history; Christ is what history is all
about. He is not only the beginning of human history; he is its end. He is
the focus of the future of all peoples and civilizations; he is also the force
behind bringing it to fulfillment. In a sense, there is no truly “secular”
history because the history of the world remains inherently wedded to
the reign of Christ. Mankind’s “story” has always been about how God is
moving all things toward the greatest of all “goods” — exalting his Son as
Redeemer of the nations.
• Viewed apart from Christ, history often ends up looking to humans
like a collection of “confetti.” Eventful movements among the nations
can appear unconnected, random, eclectic, purposeless, empty, and
meaningless (David Wells). On the other hand, when we look at Jesus on
the throne, we see that all history streams from him, flows toward him,
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and is fulfilled in him. This is what Jesus tried to convey when he
answered the disciples’ questions about Israel’s future this way:
You should not be concerned about times or dates. The Father has set
them by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you. Then you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem. You
will be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria. And you will be my
witnesses from one end of the earth to the other (Acts 1).

• In a unique sense, Jesus’ reign has brought the story of Israel — with
all of God’s promises to his chosen people about their historical
destiny — to its fulfillment in himself. The promises belong to Jesus
and are embodied so fully in him that in Isaiah 49 the promised Messiah
actually is called “Israel.” As Christ binds Gentiles with his Jewish people
to form one Body in himself, James describes the unprecedented
continuity of this miracle by quoting from Amos 9:
After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. I will rebuild what
was destroyed. I will make it what it used to be. Then everyone else
can look to the Lord. This includes all the Gentiles who belong to me
(Acts 5).

To this Paul adds the vision of how Israel’s history will culminate because
of Jesus, quoting from Isaiah 59:
Part of Israel has refused to obey God. That will continue until the full
number of Gentiles has entered God’s kingdom. In this way Israel will
be saved. It is written, “The God who saves will come from Mount
Zion. He will remove sin from Jacob. Here is my covenant with them.
I will take away their sins (Romans 11).

• One might say that in Christ, human history has been unfolding
through three “movements”:
(1) from creation to Christ (the historical preparations for his redeeming
reign);
(2) the entire earthly ministry of Christ (the historical manifestations of his
redeeming reign);
(3) from the Ascension forward (the historical progressions of his
redeeming reign toward the consummation).
• Through the gospel, the Son at the right hand of the Father has set
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in motion forces that will determine the outcome of history. By the
Church’s faithfulness to its “Great Commission,” these forces will eventually
culminate in the new heaven and earth, with its “New Community,” where
his story will continue to unfold forever and ever.
• Christ is the superintendent and shepherd of current events, not only
in Israel and in the Church, but also worldwide. Countless episodes,
both local and global, are destined to converge in the final triumphs
of his kingdom. History is not moving in a vacuum. Rather, it is the
aggressive outworking of one increasing mission by God’s Son from God’s
throne to the ends of the earth. Thus, we might say history unfolds not
only with political, social, and cultural dimensions, but also, above all, with
theological as well as eschatological dimensions.
The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and
of his Christ. He will rule for ever and ever . . . Lord God who rules over
all, we give thanks to you. You are the One who is and who was. We
give you thanks because you have taken your great power and have
begun to rule. The nations were angry, and the time for your anger
has come . . . There is a reward for all your people, both great and
small. It is time to destroy those who destroy the earth
(Revelation 11).

• Imagine how differently the record of the past 2000 years would read
if the whole time Jesus had not been reigning as Lord of all? The
Ascension was not only a historic event in and of itself, but it was also a
history-making event that continues to ignite, direct, and encompass
millions of other events around the globe. That’s because his reign is both
proactive and interactive; it is dynamic, not static; it is both personal and
purposeful.
• Throughout history, Christ’s ongoing reign has extended itself into
the nations by pulsations, like ocean waves washing up onto a beach
with the incoming tide. From time to time it may seem like the waves
are receding, but then amazingly new waves come rolling in reaching
higher up the sands than the last waves. Despite seeming setbacks, the
Kingdom is advancing in crescendos according to divine purposes.
“Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,”
we’re told in Isaiah 9 (ESV).
• No matter what the future holds, we can be certain of this: We are

The Reign of Christ OVER the Unfolding of World History 233

living in the midst of the increase of Christ’s reign. Rather than shrivel
and shrink, his reign continues to swell and saturate the earth from age
to age, pressing toward the consummation of all things in him. Under
Christ’s scepter every person and every event is “in transition” toward the
day when Christ’s kingship will become the sole focus of the universe.
• God has been moving the human race steadily and progressively
toward the final resolution when everything is summed up under
Jesus as Lord. Current events reported on the evening news are being
woven strategically by the Father into this all-encompassing epic that
revolves around his Son, the drama of which Jesus is both the chief
character and the central plot. As his followers, we need to watch and
learn.
• Wherever Christ’s reign is unveiled, we discover how gloriously
creative he can be as he orchestrates the direction and destination
of the flow of activities among all of earth’s peoples. His sovereignty
is so superb he is able to freely incorporate a vast array of human
initiatives — most of all, every person’s responses to him as each chooses
to either follow him or reject him — as he shapes and culminates a
destiny based on what God has decreed from all eternity.
• From Heaven’s perspective the grand narrative of mankind’s journey
through time reveals how God’s kingdom — now subsumed in the
reign of his dear Son — has been governing, confronting, adjudicating, and transforming nations and events throughout the ages.
Surely but steadily, God is moving the human race toward the final
resolution and ultimate revelation of his purposes in Christ Jesus. Christ’s
jurisdiction extends to all peoples throughout all history, not just those
who are his own by redemption. To call him Lord means we must
interpret the entire course of human events on this planet with direct
reference to who he is, where he’s headed, what he’s doing, and how he
gets blessed.
• One day, the often invisible reign of Christ that we experience today
— Jesus likened it to leaven quietly active in the dough — will one
day reach cosmic proportions (the dough, thoroughly leavened, will
swell convincingly to its full measure). The King who acts within history
in redemption and judgment will soon exercise both, openly and with
finality, for all to see and confirm.
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• At the climax of “His Story,” Christ will forcefully take charge of the
unfolding of decisive events, often portrayed for us in apocalyptic
language. Revelation 5 and 6 (and many other Scriptures) record how
Christ intends to assert his supremacy over the final chapter of history.
We behold that nothing is out of control. Seal after seal is broken to
unleash phase after phase of history’s preordained outcome when God’s
judgments are poured out with finality; when the forces of evil are
defeated and destroyed; when the sufferings of all martyrs are vindicated;
when every form of rebellion and folly is consumed in the wrath of the
Lamb; and, above all, when:
Everyone in heaven and on earth and under the earth will kneel
down to worship him. Everyone’s mouth will say that Jesus Christ is
Lord. And God the Father will receive the glory (Philippians 2).

• We see how thoroughly Christ controls the conclusion of history
when we read about the Lamb opening a scroll that unleashes
history's final episodes leading to the end of this age.
[A mighty angel] said, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the
scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could
open the scroll . . . I cried and cried. That’s because no one was found
who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the
elders said to me, “Do not cry! The Lion of the tribe of Judah has won
the battle. He is the Root of David. He is able to break the seven seals
and open the scroll.” Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if he had been
put to death. He stood at the center of the area around the throne . . .
I watched as the Lamb broke open the first of the seven seals. Then I
heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice that sounded like
thunder, “Come!” I looked, and there in front of me was a white horse!
Its rider held a bow in his hands. He was given a crown. He rode out
like a hero on his way to victory (Revelation 5 and 6).
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The Wrap
For believers, any theory of
historical “progress” must focus
primarily on the “progress” of
Christ’s kingdom.
Of course, apart from the
increasing spread of congregations across the earth, there
are few other statistics we can
use to prove to the world that
his kingdom is advancing. At the same time, the validation of its advance
can be seen by the quantifiable fruits of its transforming power within
people and societies, within cities and nations, within cultures and
civilizations.
But the ultimate vindication of the momentum of Jesus’ kingship awaits the
day of judgment, at the consummation of the age, when the books are
opened and the final report is given. From that vantage point, God’s people
will be able to interpret the full scope and drama of how history served the
cause of Christ, and exalt him with the praise that belongs to him alone!
There’s one other fact we must not forget. It is highlighted in one of Jesus’
parables. He predicts that every stage in the historical unfolding of God’s
redeeming mission in the world will be matched by increases of spiritual
warfare as Satan throws up counterattacks to Jesus’ victories. He put it
like this:
The farmer who sows the pure seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, the pure seeds are subjects of the kingdom, the thistles are
subjects of the Devil, and the enemy who sows them is the Devil. The
harvest is the end of the age, the curtain of history . . . The Son of Man
will send his angels, weed out the thistles from his kingdom . . . At the
same time, ripe, holy lives will mature and adorn the kingdom of their
Father (Matthew 13, MSG).

236 Who Christ Is OVER Us Today:

For now, much of God’s providential activity through his Son within the
course of history remains mysterious to us. The road to the Consummation
traverses countless zigzags that often make little sense initially.
But at least, as we consider the happenings of the past and the present, we
know where our Sovereign Redeemer is headed. The goal of history is that
the Lord Jesus Christ might have the supremacy in everything (Colossians
1). He is the horizon of history. In him the “riddle” of history is solved. And
that should be enough for us to claim for now.
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the Designs of Global Leaders

Founded in 1945, the United Nations is the first-ever enduring international
organization of its kind. With 193 member states, the UN exists to maintain
international peace and security, develop friendly relations among nations
and their leaders, and promote social progress, better living standards, and
human rights. The UN Security Council has the power to make binding
decisions that member governments have agreed to carry out.
But here’s a fascinating fact about the organization. Anyone who walks
toward the front doors of the UN headquarters in New York City immediately
encounters words of Scripture from Isaiah 2:4 emblazoned across a wall! The
verse, taken from the King James Version, reads:
They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.

More fascinating still are the verses that come before and after verse 4 in this
chapter. They give us insights that explain precisely how Isaiah’s vision of
international peace will come to pass. Take a look:
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And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the
LORD’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people:
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more . . . and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that
day (Isaiah 2, KJV, emphasis added).

In other words, according to Isaiah the success of heads of state who are
engaged in peacemaking activities impinges directly on who ultimately is in
charge. The prophet is clear about who that person must be: Yahweh. Only
when God’s throne is exalted so that his ways prevail among the peoples,
and only when boastful leaders are humbled so fully that Yahweh alone is
exalted, can the weapons of war be transformed into instruments of peace.
As Christians we know that Isaiah 2 has found its ultimate fulfillment already
in the One who ascended to Yahweh’s right hand — the One who is reigning
over us now while we await the universal display of his sway when he
returns bodily at the end of this age.
This means that today, unlike the influence of UN ambassadors or its
Security Council members, it is the Lord Jesus Christ who has the final
word on the designs of global leaders.
This was precisely Jesus’ word to Pilate during his trial. When the Roman
magistrate claimed, “Don’t you understand? I have the power to set you free
or to nail you to a cross,” the Master responded, “You were given power from
heaven. If you weren’t, you would have no power over me” (John 19). Point
and counterpoint.
Whether they know it or not, when earthly rulers lay claim to any degree of
authority, at best it is only a temporary, delegated authority from King Jesus.
Ultimately, Heaven alone determines when kings rise and fall.
When Jesus’ mother became pregnant by the Holy Spirit, she lifted up a
joyful hymn that included these words:
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My spirit delights in God my Savior . . . The Mighty One has done great
things for me . . . He has done mighty things with his arm. He has
scattered those who are proud in their deepest thoughts. He has
brought down rulers from their thrones. But he has lifted up people
who are not important (Luke 2).

Notice that her prenatal praise predicted how Jesus’ reign would impact
politicians and potentates!
Listen to how Ephesians 1 describes this truth:
[God] seated him at his right hand in his heavenly kingdom. There
Christ sits far above all who rule and have authority. He also sits far
above all powers and kings. He is above every title that can be given
in this world and in the world to come. God placed all things under
Christ’s rule.

Or consider John’s account. When he was face to face with the One to whom
all authority has been given in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28), John
issued this benediction:
May grace and peace come to you from Jesus Christ. What Jesus gives
witness to can always be trusted. He was the first to rise from the dead.
He rules over the kings of the earth (Revelation 1, emphasis added).

Did you catch that? "He rules over the kings of the earth." Present tense.
So, let's explore further this third dimension of who Christ is over us in his
reign over the designs of global leaders.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts
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• Since the beginning, the Father always intended to bring earth’s
emperors, presidents, prime ministers, juntas — even dictators —
under his Son as Supreme Ruler.
Why do the nations plan evil together . . . The kings of the earth take
their stand against the Lord. The rulers of the earth gather together
against his anointed king. “Let us break free from their chains,” they
say. “Let us throw off their ropes” . . . The Lord makes fun of those
rulers and their plans . . . He says to them, “I have placed my king on
my holy mountain of Zion” . . . He said to me, “You are my son. Today I
have become your father. Ask me, and I will give the nations to you.
All nations on earth will belong to you. You will rule them with an iron
rod” . . . Kings, be wise! Rulers of the earth, be warned . . . Obey the son
completely (Psalm 2, emphsis added).

• Not only in Psalm 2 but also in dozens of other passages, what is
written generally about Yahweh’s sovereign ways among the leaders
of nations now applies just as pointedly to our day regarding the
Son's decisive interventions.
Hasn’t it been told to you from the beginning? Haven’t you
understood it ever since the earth was made? God sits on his throne
high above the earth. Its people look like grasshoppers to him. He
spreads the heavens out like a cover. He sets it up like a tent to live in.
He takes the power of princes away from them. He reduces the rulers
of this world to nothing. They are planted. They are scattered like
seeds. They put down roots in the ground. But as soon as that
happens, God blows on them and they dry up (Isaiah 40).

• As the superior Son of David, and who is also King of Israel, Jesus
brings with him an everlasting dominion intended to conquer all
other realms and those who guide them. Looking far beyond the
historical David to the Lord Jesus Christ, Scripture declares:
God, give the king the ability to judge fairly. He is your royal son. Help
him to do what is right . . . The king will stand up for those who are
hurting . . . He will crush those who beat others down . . . The kings of
Tarshish and of places far away will bring him gifts. The kings of Sheba
and Seba will give him presents. All kings will bow down to him. All
nations will serve him . . . May the king’s name be remembered
forever. May his fame last as long as the sun shines. All nations will be
blessed because of him. May his glory fill the whole earth (Psalm 72).

• Jesus’ impact on the kings of the earth is tied directly to how, before
all else, he suffered for them and their peoples.
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Just watch my servant blossom! Exalted, tall, head and shoulders
above the crowd! But he didn’t begin that way. At first everyone
was appalled. He didn’t even look human — a ruined face,
disfigured past recognition. Nations all over the world will be in awe,
taken aback, kings shocked into silence when they see him (Isaiah 52,
MSG, emphasis added).
The plan was that he give himself as an offering for sin so that he’d
see life come from it — life, life, and more life. And God’s plan will
deeply prosper through him . . . the best of everything, the highest
honors (Isaiah 53, MSG).

• In the light of Christ’s destiny to prevail over the designs of global
rulers, the early church found boldness to stand against every
opposing power, both profane and religious. For example, hear how
the early church anchored their prayers in Psalm 2:
Long ago you spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of our
father David, who served you. You said, “Why are the nations angry?
Why do the people make useless plans? The kings of the earth take
their stand against the Lord. The rulers of the earth gather together
against his Anointed King” . . . They did what your power and purpose
had already decided should happen. Now, Lord, consider the bad
things they say they are going to do. Help us to be very bold when
we speak your word. Stretch out your hand to heal. Do miraculous
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus
(Acts 4).

• When the early church announced to the world “Jesus is Lord,” the
clear implication was that Caesar was not. Emperor Nero didn’t throw
Christians to the lions because they confessed that Jesus merely wanted
to be the Lord of people’s hearts. Rather, through spreading the gospel
the early church proclaimed that the One who died, rose again, and
ascended on high is Lord over all — all Caesars, principalities, monarchs,
commanders, overlords, chiefs, maharajahs, potentates, princes, and
princesses — and any other ruling power, visible or invisible.
• Indeed, the claims of Jesus undermine all human authority; they call
every ruler into account before the throne of Heaven. Daniel foresaw
this awesome reality:
As I watched, thrones were set in place. The Eternal God took his seat
. . . The court was seated. And the books were opened. The authority
of the other animals [representing major empires] had been stripped
away from them. But they were allowed to live for a period of time.
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In my vision I saw One who looked like a son of man. He was coming
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Eternal God. He was
led right up to him. And he was given authority, glory and a kingdom.
People from every nation and language worshiped him. His authority
will last forever . . . His kingdom will last forever. Every ruler will
worship and obey him (Daniel 7).

• At every level, Christ commands and orders the ways of the kings and
kingdoms of this world. He does so in a variety of ways: tolerating some,
supporting others; limiting some; protecting some; punishing others;
deflating some while lifting others so that their administration prospers
for generations. Clearly, there is not a single authority related to any facet
of society that Jesus cannot providentially use or dismiss to fulfill his
kingdom purposes. Therefore, let the Church proclaim how salvation’s
Champion, the Ruler of the universe, stands above politics and retains
final say over all authorities, both secular and spiritual.
He breaks the proud spirit of rulers. The kings of the earth have
respect for him (Psalm 76).

• In fact, states and governments of the world are servants of Christ,
functioning under his realm, as his instruments of restraint among
the nations. At the same time, he is equally prepared to bring down
human governors — who are granted their position from him in the first
place — if they step too far outside his kingdom’s intentions. The fact
remains that only King Jesus is primary and absolute. Called to account
before him (whether they know it or not), human dignitaries can be
replaced at any moment by the One who orders the course of stars that
inhabit the heavens and oversees the course of those who inhabit the
thrones of the earth.
Notice how Paul links the role of earthly authorities with the grand
expectation held by all Christians — that everything, including those who
rule, must in the end answer to Christ alone.
All of you must be willing to obey completely those who rule over
you. There are no authorities except the ones God has chosen. Those
who now rule have been chosen by God . . . He serves God and will
do you good. But if you do wrong, watch out! The ruler doesn’t carry
a sword for no reason at all. He serves God. And God is carrying out
his anger through him. The ruler punishes anyone who does wrong
. . . The hour has come for you to wake up from your sleep. Our full
salvation is closer now than it was when we first believed in Christ.
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The dark night of evil is nearly over. The day of Christ’s return is almost
here . . . put on the Lord Jesus Christ as your clothing (Romans 13).

• Similarly, Christ continues to reign over evil and often invisible principalities and powers who beguile, and sometimes actually animate,
the rulers of the world. By his assault on the forces of darkness, most
decidedly when he stripped them at the Cross (Colossians 2), Jesus
maintains final say on how and how much they influence the designs and
decisions of rulers. In the end, consequently, Satan’s minions are destined
only for destruction on the day of his grand triumph.
• In the most graphic terms, John paints Christ’s assault on the rulers
of darkness at the end of the age:
Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its
rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a
righteous war. His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were
many crowns . . . From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down
the nations . . . On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of
all kings and Lord of all lords . . . Then I saw the beast and the kings of
the world and their armies gathered together to fight against the one
sitting on the horse and his army . . . Both the beast and his false
prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. Their
entire army was killed by the sharp sword that came from the mouth
of the one riding the white horse (Revelation 19, emphasis added).
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The Wrap
Kings and presidents come and go.
But Christ remains — the most
contemporary ruler there is. From
generation to generation and forever,
he stands as “ruler of the kings of the
earth” (Revelation 1).
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Though most in this age do not recognize his throne or his involvement in
affairs of state, ultimately within the redemptive purposes of God all
authorities remain subservient to him. They would not even exist without
his decree.
Thus, all rulers claiming “royal majesty” should know they hold a role that is
relative — it is defined and determined by the Lord Jesus, unto whom all
majesty is gathered. Only the throne of King Jesus is absolute — and
absolutely permanent.
Christ will prevail so fully that in the end the nations’ leaders and their
designs — whether commanders, chieftains, or chief operating officers —
will be either purged or purified, and incorporated into the triumphal
procession of the King of the whole earth.
Looking forward to Jesus’ reign among global rulers, Psalm 47 declares:
God went up to his throne while his people were shouting with joy
. . . Sing praises to our King. Sing praises. God is the King of the whole
earth . . . The nobles of the nations come together. They are now part
of the people of the God of Abraham. The kings of the earth belong
to God.

John witnessed a vision of the new Jerusalem in Revelation 21 that will be
the fulfillment of Psalm 47. He records:
The city does not need the sun or moon to shine on it. God’s glory is
its light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by the light
of the city. The kings of the world will bring their glory into it . . . The glory
and honor of the nations will be brought into it (emphasis added).
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Similar to what the United Nations provides for political leaders, for decades
the "Lausanne Movement for World Evangelization" has offered opportunities for united mission outreach for thousands of church leaders from all
denominations across the globe.
Founded at the 1974 “Lausanne Congress” in Lausanne, Switzerland —
convened by Dr. Billy Graham — this historic coalition of Christian mission
strategists has expanded and reassembled many times since.
In Cape Town in 2010, the Lausanne Movement mobilized the most
representative gathering of Christian leaders in the last 2000 years of
Christian history. Four thousand delegates representing 198 countries
convened in South Africa, with several thousand more participating through
650 virtual connections to the Congress in about 90 countries.
The convocation issued a manifesto that declared, in part:
We proclaim Christ. In Christ alone God has fully and finally revealed
himself, and through Christ alone God has achieved salvation for the
world. We therefore kneel as disciples at the feet of Jesus of Nazareth
and say to him with Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living
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God,” and with Thomas, “My Lord and my God” . . . we join Peter and
John in proclaiming that “there is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.”

Such a commitment to world evangelization is critically important to the
outworking of Christ’s redeeming mission. The destiny of billions of people
walking the planet today hangs in the balance. That’s because, at this
moment, billions have no saving knowledge of Christ, and no one like them
(racially, culturally, linguistically), and no one near them (geographically) to
tell them (personally) about God’s saving grace poured out in Jesus and
found only through him. They are lost — without God and without hope in
this hour (Ephesians 2).
However, the challenge for spreading the gospel among them is immensely
complex. For example, earth’s peoples break down into at least 16,000
distinct cultural and linguistic entities, what the Greek New Testament calls
“ta ethne” (translated “nations”; also the word from which we get “ethnic”).
Christ’s reign over each of these people groups waits to be embraced by
them in ways unique to who they are. Yet nearly half of these groups remain
unevangelized, without any established witnessing congregations among
them. What Lausanne calls “unreached people groups” are termed by others
as the “hidden peoples” — invisible, not to God but to most current Christian
mission endeavors.
Great glory still awaits God’s Son — and great blessings remain primed to
be poured out on many peoples — as his kingdom breaks through to
cultures and languages and societies where it has never been manifested
before.
The advance of Christ’s kingdom must necessarily engage such issues as: the
mosaic of world languages; the varieties of religion; nationalities and nations;
cultural realms, such as Islamic, Hindu, and Meso-African; the global poor
and refugees; the spread and makeup of cities; etc.
All of these categories hold intriguing implications for how Jesus can express
his rule over the destiny of earth’s peoples. Clearly, there are multiple
dimensions of human experience for our Lord to capture — to redeem and
reclaim for himself — as his lordship is made known and owned.

µ
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• The Father’s unwavering desire is to display among all of earth’s
peoples the glory of his Son and the full force of his royal dominion.
He intends for his Son to become the main character in every human
narrative, one way or another, either as Redeemer or Judge. Christ’s
kingdom impacts all realms of human existence — past, present, future.
• The Father has presented to Jesus the nations as his inheritance,
sealing their destiny in the destiny of Jesus’ kingdom. In Psalm 2, the
Father promises his Son:
For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the throne in
Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.” The king proclaims the LORD’s
decree: “The LORD said to me, ‘You are my son. Today I have become
your Father. Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your
inheritance, the whole earth as your possession” . . . rejoice with
trembling. Submit to God’s royal son . . . what joy for all who take
refuge in him! (NLT).

• Christ’s reign necessarily places the human race into three
categories: (1) Those who have come under his reign willingly; (2) those
who actively oppose it; (3) those for whom, currently, his saving lordship
remains unknown. But one day, at Jesus’ return, all neutral ground will
vanish from planet earth — the destiny of every person and every people
group will be sealed once and for all.
• The ultimate destiny of earth’s peoples is tied to how Jesus brings
everything, everyone, and every people group to his feet to
determine their future.
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His rule will last forever. His kingdom will never end. He considers all
of the nations on earth to be nothing . . . He does what he wants with
the nations of the earth. No one can hold his hand back. No one can
say to him, “What have you done?” (Daniel 4).

Psalm 113 foreshadowed how this would happen in our own time.
From the sunrise in the east to the sunset in the west, may the name
of the Lord be praised. The Lord is honored over all of the nations. He
sits on his throne in heaven. He bends down to look . . . He raises poor
people up from the trash pile. He lifts needy people out of the ashes.
He lets them sit with princes . . . He gives children to the woman who
doesn’t have any children. He makes her a happy mother in her own
home.

• To say Jesus reigns over all of earth’s peoples means we must regard
his reign as “supra-cultural.” He is presiding and working within all
cultures — none can avoid his divine intervention. He reigns for the sake
of all peoples. He intends to have a kingdom made up of citizens of every
ethnic and language group (approximately 16,000 distinct groups).
However, he refuses to be co-opted or “owned” by any one of the world’s
cultures — including any of the 40,000 separate “tribes” we call “denominations” who currently claim to assemble under his flag!

• Earth’s peoples do not survive in a vacuum in which Christ is remote
from them, operating off in celestial clouds. Instead, he actively rules
in the midst of our world’s most broken places. He has not abandoned
whole people groups to darkness and perdition. This world — all of it,
despite all of its squalor, suffering, and sin — remains the arena of active
kingdom work.
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• Claiming absolute supremacy in all things, Christ intends one day to
give every normal and legitimate dimension of human existence a
home in God’s kingdom. Just as the Exodus of Israel — when Yahweh
took charge by judgments and in redemption — had political, economic,
social, and spiritual implications for everyone involved, so does the reign
of Christ in our world today.
• In fact, at this very hour our King engages every domain of human
endeavor: kingdoms of finance and commerce; communications and
technology; entertainment and education; industry and labor; arts and
sciences; as well as rulers and governments. He shapes and synthesizes
the strengths, activities, distinctions, and resources of earth’s peoples, as
he sways them toward kingdom goals. There is not a square inch of any
culture among the billions of earth’s people where Jesus does not point
and say (paraphrasing Kuyper): “That is destined to serve my kingdom
purposes, one way or another.”
• Jesus reigns even over numbing human suffering — starvation,
slavery, wars, poverty, brutality, disease, war, and barbarity. His
hands are not tied. His clear determined purpose (as he taught us to pray)
is that the Father’s name would be exalted, his kingdom would be
victorious, and his will would be determinative on earth — all three
requests applied to the darkest corners of our planet — even as these
realities are already secured in heaven.
• In other words, the work and reign of Christ is not confined to just
those places where he is already acknowledged as Lord of the
nations. Even now within each earthly society, elements of his reign
continue to break through in whatever ways they can serve God’s eternal
plan for the world. Though no state or people group can be equated with
Jesus’ reign, none is devoid of hints of his involvement.
• For certain, even now Jesus is restraining human evil across the
earth, preventing mankind from destroying itself. Should he relax on
this point at any moment, the human race would be quickly consumed
by utter destruction, at our own hands. Hebrews 1 speaks to this point:
The Son is the gleaming brightness of God’s glory. He is the exact
likeness of God’s being. He uses his powerful word to hold all things
together.
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We read in 1 John 3 that:
Those who do what is sinful belong to the devil. They are just like him.
He has been sinning from the beginning. But the Son of God came to
destroy the devil’s work

• In fact, we’re told in Revelation 5 that the Holy Spirit is “the sevenfold
Spirit of God that is sent out into every part of the earth” to carry out
Christ’s bidding — the same Spirit that Isaiah predicted would fulfill
God’s purposes through his anointed Servant (Jesus).
I will put my Spirit on him. He will make everything right among the
nations . . . He will not give up until he makes everything right on the
earth. The islands will put their hope in his law. And you will be a light
for the other nations. You will open eyes that can’t see. You will set
prisoners free. Those who sit in darkness will come out of their cells’
. . . Now I announce new things to you. Before they even begin to
happen, I announce them to you (Isaiah 42).

• Jesus informed his disciples that the Father had given him authority
over all mankind so that he might grant eternal life to all who come
to him (John 17). He reinforced this prospect after his resurrection by
commissioning his disciples to bring nations (“peoples”) under his
lordship and into the fellowship of the triune God. Jesus reassured his
followers that at every step of the way he personally would be involved,
backing all they would do for him (Matthew 28).
• At the end of this age, therefore, there will be multitudes of
redeemed people and people groups whose destinies have been
sealed in blood — in the blood of the Lamb.
With your blood you bought people for God. They come from every
tribe, language, people and nation. You have made them members
of a royal family. You have made them priests to serve our God. They
will rule on the earth (Revelation 5).
. . . there in front of me was a huge crowd of people. They stood in
front of the throne and in front of the Lamb. There were so many that
no one could count them. They came from every nation, tribe, people
and language (Revelation 7).

• Through the gospel, Christ’s saving lordship is becoming increasingly
visible among the peoples of the world, redemptively shaping their
destinies as individuals and societies. He is saturating the nations with
triumphs of his saving grace. God has not abandoned the world, but is at
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work everywhere in the world to bring all things back to himself through
his anointed Son (Colossians 1).
• Today, God’s forgiveness — offered to a sinful world because of who
Christ is for us — is currently the most powerful extension of the
reign of Christ over us. That’s because the gospel brings both peace with
God and peace with others. Through the witness of the gospel, Jesus calls
all peoples back to the Father and, therefore, back to righteousness,
justice, human dignity, the end of oppression, the reconciliation of
enemies, and — above all and before all — the liberation of hearts and
minds to pursue God’s kingdom purposes with him.
• Inexhaustible blessings abound wherever his reign prevails through
the spread of the gospel — blessings designed to transform the
destiny of many. So, we sing:
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.
He comes to make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love (Isaac Watts).

• Here’s one current, unprecedented manifestation of Christ’s
supremacy over humanity: For the first time, the world Christian
movement has genuinely become a worldwide faith — the only
“religious faith” to ever claim this. In other words, currently as the life
of Christ is ruling within and through millions of his subjects, the reign of
Christ is entering more and more lives and cultures across the globe.
There is greater potential for the message of Christ and his reign to spread
among earth’s peoples than at any time in history. Like never before, Jesus
is filling the nations with the hope of salvation — a hope anchored in the
activities proceeding from his throne. One might say there are no Christforsaken places in the world, only Church-forsaken places and peoples
where the Christian movement has not yet advanced the work of the
gospel as it must.
• Seated on his throne, Jesus has never ceased directing this 2000year-old global missionary invasion. Reaching the ends of the earth
with the gospel and reaching the end of this age share a common
destiny. The culmination of the missionary invasion will result in the
saturation of earth’s peoples with the gospel, which in turn will
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trigger the consummation of the age. Jesus said:
This good news of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world.
It will be a witness to all nations. Then the end will come
(Matthew 24).

• The call of God to his people to serve the mission of his Son is nonnegotiable — and it is irrevocable. He summons all of us to be about
the business of bringing to pass “unconditional surrender” among all the
peoples of the earth through the spreading of the good news about who
Jesus is. Our role is to champion his saving agenda among all nations and
languages so that their future hope might be redirected under his
lordship toward the new heaven and earth. We must do so among the
poor, the young, the spiritually searching, the devotees of other religions,
the oppressed as well as the oppressors, the successful, the powerful, and
the privileged. But in all cases, the Church must now give priority to those
people and people groups everywhere currently beyond the reach of the
gospel — those have no knowledge of the King because they have no
one like them, near them, to tell them.
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• As we consider Christ’s mission to all the nations, we must not
forget that his kingdom holds unique implications for the promised
destiny of one very special people group — the seed of Abraham,
the Hebrew people. Consider these three passages (and there are many
others), each one waiting to be fulfilled for the Jews through their
Messiah’s reign over them:
The time will come when I will rebuild David’s fallen tent [kingship]. I
will repair its broken places. I will rebuild what was destroyed. I will
make it what it used to be. Then my people will take control of those
who are left alive in Edom. They will also possess all of the nations
that belong to me (Amos 9).
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on that Branch . . . He will not judge
things only by the way they look . . . He will always do what is right
when he judges those who are in need . . . when he makes decisions
about poor people. When he commands that people be punished, it
will happen . . . At that time the Lord will reach out his hand to gather
his people a second time. He will bring back those who are left alive
. . . He will lift up a banner. It will show the nations that he is gathering
the people of Israel . . . He’ll bring them back from all four directions
(Isaiah 11).
Part of Israel has refused to obey God. That will continue until the full
number of Gentiles has entered God’s kingdom. In this way all Israel
will be saved. It is written, “The God who saves will come from Mount
Zion. He will remove sin from Jacob’s family. Here is my covenant with
them. I will take away their sins” (Romans 11).
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The Wrap
It was no accident that Pilate decided to designate Jesus as “The King of the
Jews” in three different languages — Hebrew, Latin and Greek — written on
a sign hanging atop his cross. The proconsul’s act foreshadowed how the
redeeming work of Christ would determine everywhere the fortunes and
futures of thousands of cultures and their citizens.
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As we conclude this series of insights about Christ’s reign over earth’s
peoples, here are five questions to help us reflect on this dramatic manifestation of his spectacular supremacy:
(1) To what extent do you believe Christ’s reign interacts with earth’s
peoples right now?
(2) To what extent do you believe he is directly involved, right now, in the
blessing or the judgment of earth’s peoples, in any part of the world?
(3) From now until Christ returns, to what extent do you expect his
kingdom to visibly advance among the vast array of human cultures
and languages?
(4) If it does advance, wherever it advances, how will you know for sure
that it actually is his reign that’s breaking through? What are some
evidences that you would know for sure pointed to him?
(5) Bottom line: To the extent you do believe Christ’s kingdom is the
deciding factor in the destiny of earth’s peoples, does your own daily
sharing of Christ with others show it?
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The Reign of Christ OVER

the Rebellion of Dark Powers

If ever the Church felt itself under assault by the very forces of hell, it was
from A.D. 303-311 during the “Great Persecution” instigated against
Christians throughout the Roman world by emperor Diocletian:
. . . when Christian buildings and the homes of Christians were torn
down, their sacred books destroyed, while Christians were arrested,
tortured, mutilated, burned, starved, and condemned to gladiatorial
contests to amuse spectators (Wikipedia).

Emperor Constantine the Great brought an end to this crucible, and in 313,
with co-emperor Licinius, issued the Edict of Milan legalizing Christian
worship. Subsequently, Constantine convened a number of ecumenical
councils specifically to sharpen the Church’s doctrine of Christology. This
resulted in the Nicene Creed, which ever since has sustained and united the
global church. Constantine is still revered as a saint in the Eastern Orthodox
tradition.
Spiritual warfare was a dominant theme for Constantine throughout his life.
At the Battle of Milvian Bridge in 312, contemporary historians claim
Constantine looked up to the sun before the battle began and saw a cross
of light above it, and with it Greek words that said, “By this sign, conquer!”
Although raised by a Christian mother, the emperor claimed that this vision
was the moment of his true conversion at the age of 42. Just hours before
the fray, Constantine commanded his troops to place on their shields a
Christian symbol based on the first two Greek letters in the word “Christos.”
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When he returned to Rome after his armies were victorious, the newly
converted emperor refused to worship in thanksgiving at the altars of any
of the Roman deities, as was customary.
In her book Revelations, Elaine Pagels, a professor of religion at Princeton
University, recounts how Constantine was so taken with John’s vision of
Christ’s victory over the dragon in the book of Revelation that he decided to
make that an emblem of his domain. Pagels notes that Constantine
emblazoned the image of Christ crushing Satan in the most conspicuous
public places, “apparently to show that he, as Roman emperor, far from
embodying ‘the beast,’ was now Christ’s agent, who destroys all evil power.”
The graphic image was placed above the entrance to his palace and atop his
throne, declaring to all who entered that as Christ’s agent on earth
Constantine had the dragon under his feet — but only because, as illustrated
by the symbol, the Savior was reigning over and through the Emperor.
Whether Constantine himself knew it or not, spiritual warfare has been a
major plotline within the biblical narrative as well as throughout the past
two millennia of the Christian movement.
Yes, Jesus reigns! But his dominion encompasses a cosmic battlefield. The
conflict intensifies as steadily, convincingly he confronts and confounds all
forms of rebellion by dark principalities and powers. There’s no place to hide.
Satan and his nefarious accomplices intend to overthrow the government
of Messiah.
Therefore, it should come as no surprise that decisive battles are raging all
around believers all the time — manifested not only in spiritual realms but
often on the global stage as well.
Until the Consummation, the saints of God will find themselves engaged in
this spiritual combat in one form or another — deployed by the orders of
our heavenly Commander into battles with legions of death, into struggles
where the victory for us always remains sure because we serve a Savior who
promises us he has already “overcome the world” (John 15).
However, Scripture is clear that at times spiritual battles can result in
temporary physical setbacks such as the martyrdom of faithful followers of
Christ giving their lives to press the gospel’s outward advance — engaging
in a resistance so fierce it can almost seem as if Satan is winning. This is
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illustrated, for example, in Revelation 13 (a passage some believe refers to a
Roman emperor, some to a ruler yet to come, but the principle is the same):
It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome
them [temporarily only], and authority over every tribe and people
and tongue and nation was given to him. All who dwell on the earth
will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has
been slain (emphasis added).

Yet Scripture also is unequivocal about the promised outcome: Christ’s place
of supremacy predetermines that one day a thorough “exorcism” of evil from
God’s creation will be fully and permanently accomplished. Revelation 19
records it this way:
There in front of me was a white horse. Its rider is called Faithful and
True. When he judges or makes war, he is always fair. His eyes are like
blazing fire. On his head are many crowns . . . the beast and the false
prophet were captured . . . thrown alive into the lake of fire.

As Constantine decreed — and as multiple biblical passages promise — “by
this sign, conquer.” By Jesus’ cross and all that flows from what he secured
there — ratified and applied by his resurrection and ascension — all the
saints among the nations today are constantly conquering, just as all the
saints of all the ages will continue to win in him throughout eternity.
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts
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• As our Champion and Warrior King, Jesus stands strong as the
vanquisher of evil. It is true: “There is no neutral ground in the universe;
every square inch, every split second, is claimed by Christ and counterclaimed by Satan” (C. S. Lewis). The cosmos is rife with anti-forces who are,
at their core, anti-Christ. But we have a King who is actively and
unceasingly committed to turn back the conspiracies of hell and destroy
every conspirator. Jesus is unequivocally the Commander of angel hosts
who are ready to obey his every decree.
• About the outcome of Christ’s cosmic conflict — the true war to end
all wars — there can be no doubt. All of Satan’s domains will be visibly
dismantled and destroyed; his lethal forces will be crushed and abolished.
The Lamb alone will stand victorious, with his supremacy displayed and
vindicated once and for all. Christ’s greatness will be celebrated even more
intensely because of the magnitude of the ruin of the hosts of wickedness
by his hands.
• To say it another way, Jesus reigns at the convergence of two diametrically opposed powers: only one is destined to prevail, but both
know “Who” that will be! This planet is a war zone. Our foe is clearly
formidable. The Lord’s battle is not a game. Evil is not simply the absence
of good — it is adversarial; it is an assault upon everything Christ stands
for. Evil is personal and heavily entrenched — but for only a season.
• However, divine intervention into the enemy’s camp — the thrust of
Yahweh’s mighty right arm (Isaiah 59), which is Christ himself — is
required. The glory that awaits God’s Son is in direct proportion to the
measure of victory he is destined to achieve. The “Lord of Heaven’s Armies”
is gaining greater praise in the universe with each ensuing victory —
praise which will resound throughout all of eternity, specifically because
of how his reign mastered so magnificently the machinations of the dark
powers.
• Though it may not be physically visible to us, right now Christ is in
the process of dethroning all depraved principalities and powers.
Vast domains of evil spirits and angels in revolt remain under his gaze. By
the spread of the gospel he is limiting their operations and opposition,
rendering them ineffective and unproductive; he is breaking their
strangleholds on earth’s peoples as he tears down their strongholds
against the truth.
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• The ultimate reversal to Satan’s rebellion began with the Incarnation,
continued straight through to the Ascension, and since then has
increased exponentially with every passing day. John summarizes it
this way:
The dragon took his place in front of the woman who was about to
give birth to a child, so that as soon as she did so he might devour it.
She gave birth to a male child who is to shepherd all the nations “with
a rod of iron.” Her child was snatched up to God and to his throne . . .
The war broke out in Heaven . . . So the huge dragon, the serpent of
ancient times, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the
whole world, was hurled down upon the earth, and his angels were
hurled down with him. Then I heard a great voice in Heaven cry: “Now
the salvation and the power and kingdom of our God, and the
authority of his Christ have come . . . they have conquered him
through the blood of the Lamb, and through the Word to which they
bore witness. They did not cherish life even in the face of death”
(Revelation 12, PHILLIPS).

• Often the reign of Christ is most apparent when displayed “in the
midst of his enemies,” according to Psalms 110:
The LORD says to my lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet.” The LORD will extend your mighty
scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of your enemies!”

Psalms 110 is the most frequently quoted or referenced Old Testament text
by New Testament authors — and for good reason because it describes
how Jesus’ kingdom comes. Even where demonic opposition rages against
the mission of the Church, the gates of hell cannot prevail against it
(Matthew 16).
• Even in the thick of this battle, Christ is subjugating his enemies,
forming them into a footstool for his feet.
There arose loud voices in Heaven and they were saying, “The
kingship of the world now belongs to our Lord and to his Christ, and
he shall be king for timeless ages!” (Revelation 11, PHILLIPS).

• As Jesus’ reign reorients a fallen world toward the coming new
creation, he is systematically neutralizing the chaotic, cosmic forces
of tyranny. God made this possible for Jesus when:
He raised him from the dead and gave him the place of supreme
honor in Heaven — a place that is infinitely superior to any
conceivable command, authority, power or control, and which carries
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with it a name far beyond any name that could ever be used in this
world or the world to come (Ephesians 1, PHILLIPS).
He sat down at the right hand of the King, the Majesty in heaven. So
he became higher than the angels. The name he received is more
excellent than theirs (Hebrews 1).

• The impact of Christ’s authority over the hosts of wickedness shines
forth most tangibly wherever the gospel spreads among the nations.
Wherever hope in Christ is heralded and believed, a limit is sovereignly
set on the devil’s deceptions. By the truths of the gospel the Spirit of God
unmasks, names, shames, restrains, contains, exploits, and even routs all
the designs of the devil.
• But what Christ is doing against the forces of darkness right now is
only a hint of what is coming. We can only imagine what will transpire
the day he returns in open conquest, when evil hosts flee from his holy
presence forever — vanquished and banished throughout all ages by our
Warrior King.
• This entire drama was foreshadowed in the days of Jesus’ earthly
ministry, as he engaged and dismissed so many of the serpent’s
minions. Christ came into the world specifically to destroy the works of
the devil (1 John 3) — that is, to render Satan impotent, powerless, and
pointless; to crush him under his feet as foretold from the beginning
(Genesis 3); to undermine his hold on the planet as the “deceiver of the
whole world” (Revelation 12); and to set his captives free (Luke 4).
• In the same way that Jesus rebuked fevers and restored the sick,
commanded storms to cease, and drove moneychangers out of the
temple — in that same way he dispatched demons and they fled.
Watching the “unclean spirits” obey him without fail, the crowds
concluded Jesus was bringing them a vitally fresh message from Yahweh
(after four hundred years of God’s silence). The demons corroborated that
conclusion as they spoke through their victims, causing them to fall down
in worship and cry out, “You are the Son of God!”
• The way Jesus was empowered to cast out demons was reminiscent
of how God commissioned ancient Israel to clear the Promised Land
of its “occupying forces.” As the Savior put it:
But suppose I drive out demons by the Spirit of God. Then God’s
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kingdom has come to you. Or think about this. How can you enter a
strong man’s house and just take what the man owns? You must first
tie him up. Then you can rob his house. Anyone who is not with me
is against me. Anyone who does not gather sheep with me scatters
them (Matthew 12).

• In the wilderness temptation Jesus never recoiled, but compelled by
the Holy Spirit he engaged Satan proactively, even as he does today.
Jesus did not wait for Satan to come after him; rather like a man on a
military campaign he went forth seeking his enemy. In the Judean desert,
for our sakes, he faced and fought his wicked foe, withstanding every
temptation to use his power in the wrong ways and for the wrong
reasons. Consequently, because Jesus refused to join Satan’s rebellion
against God, the Father has handed him all royal prerogatives in heaven
and on earth.
• When the disciples reported how demons submitted to them in
Jesus’ name, he responded that their experience dramatized how
Satan was rapidly descending into his demise, like flashes of
lightning falling from sky to earth. Yet their joy, he cautioned, should
center much more on their names being written in heaven, assuring them
that they would share forever in the fruits of his eternal victory over Satan
(Luke 10).
• Jesus’ earthly conflict with demonic opposition unveiled something
of what the final battle at the end of the age will look like. In the same
way that during his earthly mission his word was enough to silence all evil
beings, so Scripture pictures Christ in the final conflict fighting and
defeating the global army raised up by Antichrist with the power of the
sword coming out of his mouth — which represents how, by his authoritative commands alone, he will triumph over all resistance to his
kingdom.
• Even the night before dying on the cross, Jesus told his disciples that
Satan had no hold on him, that what he was about to suffer would
ultimately cast Satan out of this world (John 12; 14). That’s precisely
what he accomplished when he rose from the dead and sat down
in the heavens.
He died to bring you to God. His body was put to death. But the Holy
Spirit brought him back to life . . . Jesus Christ has saved you by rising

262 Who Christ Is OVER Us Today:

from the dead. He has gone into heaven. He is at God’s right hand.
Angels, authorities and powers are under his control (1 Peter 3).
So Jesus became human like them, in order to die for them. By doing
that, he could destroy the one who rules over the kingdom of death.
I’m talking about the devil. Jesus could set people free who were
afraid of death. All their lives they were held as slaves by that fear
(Hebrews 2).

• His cross accomplished a victory over Satan that shapes how Jesus
reigns even now, and how we are invited to reign with him.
You received Christ Jesus as Lord. So keep on living in him . . . Because
you belong to Christ, you have everything you need. He is the ruler
over every power and authority . . . He forgave us all of our sins . . . He
took away the weapons of the powers and authorities. He made a
public show of them. He won the battle over them by dying on the
cross (Colossians 2).
[Christ] is sitting at God’s right hand . . . Now your life is hidden with
Christ in God. Christ is your life. When he appears again, you also will
appear with him in heaven’s glory (Colossians 3).

• Christ reigns today over the rebellion of dark powers because of four
victories he achieved at the cross, four victories that continue to serve
us to this hour.
(1) He reconciled sinners back to God, releasing them from the domain
of darkness (Colossians 1).
(2) Satan, the accuser of God’s children (Revelation 12), no longer has any
case against us; we are totally forgiven and justified by Jesus’ blood.
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(3) Christ’s death was the death of death, thus Satan can no longer
intimidate believers with the fear of death (Hebrews 2).
(4) Christ takes believers captive and incorporates them, as they are
converted, into his victory procession (Ephesians 4). In our union with
Christ we now are seated permanently with him in heavenly realms
(Ephesians 2) far beyond Satan’s claims on us.
• Right now, through the gospel, Christ has set in motion redemptive
forces that will eventually overthrow the devices of the devil,
displacing the works of wickedness with the fruits of righteousness
in every sphere of human experience. This battle accelerates to the
ends of the earth. Solid advances of the Kingdom, which are innumerable
and unfolding all around us, cannot be ignored by the enemy. But to the
praise of Jesus, multiplied demonic attacks simply provide additional
evidence of how fully and relentlessly Christ’s saving work proceeds,
prevails, penetrates, and prospers “in the midst of his enemies.”
• Wherever Jesus’ kingdom breaks through, there the church finds
both harvest fields and battlefields. When fields are sown and harvested
by the gospel, counterattackers try to reclaim their lost ground.
Predictable, sometimes vicious, struggles ensue, both visible and invisible
— at times seemingly intractable, but always only temporary. In the end,
the gates of hell can never permanently hold out against the advance of
the Church’s missionary endeavor (Matthew 16). Wherever believers
storm demonic dominions in the power of the Holy Spirit, the ranks of
saved “Son worshippers” swell.
• As we wrestle with spiritual powers, the armor we are called upon to
wear is nothing less than the fullness of Christ who fights for us.
According to Ephesians 6, we can stand only by his power within us. We
can triumph only because we are fitted with his righteousness to cover
our hearts, with his salvation to protect our minds, and with his message
to keep us spiritually nimble. Our faith in Christ quenches every attack of
our enemy while our proclamation of Christ provides us our essential
offensive weapon.
Finally, let the Lord make you strong. Depend on his mighty power.
Put on all of God’s armor. Then you can stand firm against the devil’s
evil plans (Ephesians 6).
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The dark night of evil is nearly over. The day of Christ’s return is almost
here. So let us get rid of the works of darkness. Let us put on the
armor of light put on the Lord Jesus Christ as your clothing
(Romans 13).
. . . the One who is in you is more powerful than the one who is in the
world (1 John 4).

• Christ on his throne is more than equal to every scheme the enemy
might throw against his kingdom. To Christ belongs the victory that has
overcome the world (1 John 5). Therefore, Satan’s plethora of hostilities
— his counterfeits, beguilements, frauds, subversions, diversions,
deceptions, accusations, chaos, confusions, insurgencies, and conflagrations — are countered, exorcised, displaced, and replaced by and with
Christ himself, in the majesty of his supremacy.
• Even though we are living in what seems so often like “enemy
occupied territory,” our King lays siege against every earthly manifestation of celestial insurrections. This includes calamities of brutal
injustice; the dehumanization of poverty and oppression; the
diminishment of creation through human greed; the persecution of
Christians and destruction of their churches; as well as the retaliations
against the gospel by devotees of other gods and saviors. None of these
tragic developments ever escapes his active, decisive, concerned
involvement.
• Exalted at God’s right hand, Jesus and the themes of his kingship
remain dominant and determinative in all of life, especially in every
skirmish with the evil one. There is coming an hour when even the
dark powers will finally and publicly acknowledge Christ’s dominance in
everything. The question is not if but when Satan and his hellish hosts
are compelled to concede and lay down their weapons in unconditional,
irreversible surrender to King Jesus.
So, God lifted him up to the highest place. He gave him the name that
is above every name. When the name of Jesus is spoken, everyone’s
knee will bow to worship him. Every knee in heaven and on earth and
under the earth will bow to worship him. Everyone’s mouth will say
that Jesus Christ is Lord. And God the Father will receive the glory
(Philippians 2, emphasis added).
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The Wrap
Abbot Vonier, 18th-century British Benedictine monk and renowned
Catholic scholar, in his well-known book The Victory of Jesus, poses a most
stimulating reflection: “Is there any kind of evil which Christ has left
unconquered; or, if he has overcome it once, has the dark power a chance
of rising again?”
Vonier continues to answer his
own question this way: “If men
were de facto saved by Christ
but were not saved in a
supreme and irrevocable
fashion from all evil, such
salvation would be as nothing
compared with the condition
of those, many or few, who are
delivered from evil [entirely],
with no possible or imaginable limitation to their
deliverance . . . Christ would
have labored in vain had he
left one single enemy unchallenged and unconquered.”
That’s worth pondering. If
Christ had defeated every
enemy in the universe but one — whichever one — what genuine hope
would any of us have in him?
But the consistent testimony of Scripture is that every force of darkness and
every evil entity will be destroyed. Forever. Without exception!
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To be sure, the battle is not over yet. But in the fog of war Christians can
daily run to Jesus to take refuge in him and get clarity on the struggle,
doing so with full assurance that as we abide under his extended scepter
we remain safe forever.
Strong in this conviction, the disciple John concluded his first epistle
this way:
The Son of God keeps them safe. The evil one can’t harm them. We
know that we are children of God. We know that the whole world is
under the control of the evil one. We also know that the Son of God
has come . . . we belong to the One who is true. We also belong to his
Son, Jesus Christ. He is the true God. He is eternal life (1 John 5,
emphasis added).
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the Building of His Church

Listen to these three cautionary tales. They are stories about three churches.
Three contemporary American evangelical churches. Three of the largest
churches in the nation, each with tens of thousands of attendees every
Sunday.
Church #1: In response to a question about why he never mentions Jesus in
his Sunday sermons, the pastor of this church told a national TV news program
that while others are called to preach about Christ, he personally feels he is
called to give people more reason to hope.
Church # 2: The pastor of this church was shocked at this conclusion of a
professional survey of his congregation: The greatest fear among thousands
of his parishioners was the dread of becoming too intimate with Christ.
Church #3: The leadership team of this church, after years of perfecting and
marketing ministry programs for every age and every need, published a report
to millions of its followers “confessing” a disappointing discovery: Few of their
activities and programs actually helped people to mature in Christ.
Compare those three accounts with recent reports coming from Asia and
Africa about what are termed “Church Planting Movements” (CPM). Those
preaching Christ among one remote people group, for example, have
planted 200 churches within three years. In another country, 150,000 urban
and rural churches have been started over a ten-year span by keeping the
ministry focused on Christ alone. In a third nation, tens of thousands of
“house churches” are thriving and multiplying as their leaders are being
trained to use what they call “King Jesus glasses” — looking at everything
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in Scripture and in disciple making through the prism of Christ’s supremacy
over the life of his people.
These contrasting case studies remind us how critical it is for us to heed the
most important organizing principle for every spiritually prospering congregation: Keep Jesus supreme in every aspect of our life together in him.
Succinctly Paul wrote:
You are like his building. God has given me the grace to lay a
foundation as a master builder. Now someone else is building on it.
But each one should build carefully. No one can lay any other
foundation than the one that has already been laid. That foundation is
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3, emphasis added).

The maturity of a congregation should not be measured by how full of
people the building is but rather by how full of Christ the people are!
We’re talking about the same Christ who visited John on the island of
Patmos, clothed in Ascension glory, in order to confirm with breathtaking
authority that he was presiding over and within his people. He was walking
among the churches in Asia Minor, grasping their leaders, as it were, in his
right hand, and calling each congregation upward and onward with him
(Revelation 1).
That day John saw in a new way how the entirety of Christ’s sovereignty over
the universe was being brought to bear on the building up of these little
flocks. First of all, the Lord presented the groups with reminders of his
preeminence. Next, he reviewed with them their strong points (“you have
not denied my name”) as well as their weak points (“you have deserted me
as your primary love”). Then he called believers to overcome every obstacle
that would keep them from sharing fully in the work and fruit of his
kingdom.
Both then and now, the success of any single congregation — as well as the
building of the whole Church — relies on Jesus Christ alone. Whether we’re
talking about the “Church Triumphant” (the saints in glory), the “Church
Militant” (the saints on earth), or the “Church Expectant” (all the saints, both
here and there, awaiting the Consummation), God’s people are rooted in
Christ and built up in him in order to serve him. Their King rules over them
— feeding them, thrilling them, empowering them, comforting them,
mentoring them, mobilizing them — in order to build them.
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This next section investigates the primary application of Christ’s supremacy
in this age: how the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ impacts the shaping and
strengthening of his Church.
This section is fairly brief, however, for one major reason: The next four
chapters delve into Jesus' incomparable construction project from four
perspectives — how he builds his church by going BEFORE us, working
WITHIN us, ministering THROUGH us, and coming UPON us.
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Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• The "Master Carpenter" promises us that building his Church is a
permanent arrangement:
. . . I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy
that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. And that’s
not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys
to open any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and
earth, earth and heaven (Matthew 16, MSG).
The person who builds a house has greater honor than the house
itself. In the same way, Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor
than Moses . . . Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. We are his
house if we continue to come boldly to God (Hebrews 3).

• When we come to Christ, we are incorporated into a dwelling place
where the “Cosmic Contractor” simultaneously doubles as the
“Chief Cornerstone.”
Christ is the living Stone. People did not accept him. But God chose
him. God places the highest value on him. You also are like living
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stones. As you come to him you are being built into a house for
worship. There you will be holy priests. You will offer spiritual
sacrifices. God will accept them because of what Jesus Christ has
done (1 Peter 2).
You are a building that is built on the apostles and prophets. They are
the foundation. Christ Jesus himself is the most important stone in
the building. The whole building is held together by him. It rises to
become a holy temple because it belongs to the Lord. And because
you belong to him, you too are being built together. You are being
made into a house where God lives through his Spirit (Ephesians 2).

• Jesus’ reign over his Church is symbolized in many ways, such as the
metaphor of him as a shepherd.
I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me
. . . I give my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong
to this sheep pen. I must bring them in too. They also will listen to my
voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd . . . My sheep
listen to my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they will never die. No one can steal them out of my
hand (John 10).

To which Peter adds:
His wounds have made you whole. You were like sheep who were
wandering away. But now you have returned to the Shepherd. He is
the Leader of your souls (1 Peter 2).

• Another biblical metaphor that pictures Jesus’ building work is
marriage; he serves his people the way every husband should serve
his wife. Christ loves the whole world, yes. But his love for his Church is
special, intimate, unique, unconditional, and always constructive. It is the
love of a perfect spouse. Jesus actively beautifies his people, not just
individually but collectively, ministering to his “bride” — all the saints of
all the ages gathered together to himself. He frees her, feeds her, favors
her, fosters her, fulfills her.
• Listen to how Paul describes this overarching, all-consuming,
attentive love of Christ for his “spouse”:
The church follows the lead of Christ. In the same way, wives should
follow the lead of their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your
wives. Love them just as Christ loved the church. He gave himself up
for her. He did it to make her holy . . . He wants a church that has no
stain or wrinkle or any other flaw. He wants a church that is holy and
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without blame. In the same way, husbands should love their wives.
They should love them as they love their own bodies. Any man who
loves his wife loves himself. After all, people have never hated their
own bodies. Instead, they feed and care for their bodies. And that is
what Christ does for the church (Ephesians 5).

• No wonder John the Baptist and Paul the Apostle both spoke of
themselves as “match-makers” between Christ and his Church.
John says it this way:
The bride belongs to the groom. The friend who helps the groom
waits and listens for him. He is full of joy when he hears the groom’s
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become more
important. I must become less important. The One who comes from
above is above everything (John 3).

Paul describes it like this:
My jealousy for you comes from God himself. I promised to give you
to only one husband. That husband is Christ. I wanted to be able to
give you to him as if you were a pure virgin (2 Corinthians 11).

• Here is another familiar New Testament metaphor for how Jesus
reigns over the building of his Church: the role the human head plays
for the human body. Jesus is defined as the “Head” for all of God's
people who together form his “Body.”
We will grow up into Christ in every way. He is the Head. He makes
the whole body grow and build itself up in love. Under the control of
Christ, each part of the body does its work. It supports the other parts.
In that way, the body is joined and held together (Ephesians 4).
. . . God placed all things under Christ’s rule. He appointed him to be
ruler over everything for the church. The church is Christ’s body. It is
filled by Christ. He fills everything in every way (Ephesians 1).

• As this Head, Jesus serves the Church the way a brain animates a
functioning body. As long as the brain remains alive, alert, and
competent, the body remains vitally responsive to everything the person
desires, decides, and does. It is the same with Christ and his people.
There is one body. But it has many parts. Even though it has many
parts, they make up one body. It is the same with Christ. We were all
baptized by one Holy Spirit into one body (1 Corinthians 12).
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Now you belong to Christ Jesus . . . He wanted to create one new
group of people out of the two. He wanted to make peace between
them . . . Through Christ we both come to the Father by the power of
one Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2).

• Being the Head, Jesus also bestows on his people a special dignity.
As the King of glory who has joined himself with us (like a head to a
body), he honors us as he communicates with us, inspires us, guides us,
coordinates us, sustains us, propels us, includes us, sends us, and uses us.
• To see it from another perspective: He consolidates believers into
this one Body so that through the gifts of the Spirit he might
perpetuate his ministry through the Church as we serve him
together.
But each one of us has received a gift of grace, just as Christ wanted
us to have it . . . He is the One who gave some the gift to be apostles.
He gave some the gift to be prophets. He gave some the gift of
preaching the good news. And he gave some the gift to be pastors
and teachers. He did it so that they might prepare God’s people to
serve. If they do, the body of Christ will be built up (Ephesians 4).
God has joined together all the parts of the body. And he has given
more honor to the parts that didn’t have any. In that way, the parts of
the body will not take sides. All of them will take care of each other.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it. If one part is honored,
every part shares in its joy. You are the body of Christ. Each one of you
is a part of it (1 Corinthians 12).

• Actually, Jesus acting as the Head of the Church mirrors his
simultaneous rule over the entire creation. The Son has been
appointed by the Father to restore all things, causing universal harmony
— gathering all things in heaven and earth into one great family by the
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Spirit, before the Father (Colossians 1; Ephesians 1). In the same way,
but much more so, the Son is gathering all of the redeemed to himself.
The restoration of their life together as his Body is inseparable from —
even more so, it is the apex of — his reconciling mission for the cosmos.
• The Church is Christ’s domain, the foremost exhibition of his kingdom
today, by which the world can see how God’s grace “reigns through
life” (Romans 5). Conquering us does not diminish us; it ennobles us and
empowers us. United to Christ, millions of congregations across the
planet provide “microcosms” of his active sovereignty over the
“macrocosm.”
[The Father] has made you fit to share with all his people. You will all
receive a share in the kingdom of light. He has saved us from the
kingdom of darkness. He has brought us into the kingdom of the Son
he loves (Colossians 1).

• Yet, Christ’s kingdom is greater than the Church because his lordship
extends beyond her borders. The Church thrives within his kingdom but
does not contain his kingdom. It does not replace his kingdom. The
Church is created, defined, and sustained by his kingdom. In fact, all the
activities of the Kingdom function preeminently for the everlasting
welfare of the Church, not the other way around.
[The Father] seated him at his right hand in his heavenly kingdom.
There Christ sits far above all who rule and have authority. He also sits
far above all powers and kings. He is above every title that can be
given in this world and in the world to come. God placed all things
under Christ’s rule. He appointed him to be ruler over everything for
the church (Ephesians 1, emphasis added).

• The early Christians did not claim to be the Kingdom, but instead
they labored to proclaim the Kingdom. They testified that Jesus was on
the throne. Because the churches already were experiencing the powers
of the coming age — powers that will mark the King’s final victory
(Hebrews 6) — they provided his kingdom’s “bases of operations” from
which he daily advanced his reign to the ends of the earth. This is our
inheritance today as well. We too should be experiencing and
demonstrating displays of the Kingdom’s forceful activity that foreshadow
the awesome dynamism waiting to create the new heaven and earth
under Jesus’ final jurisdiction.
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• On the other hand, the Christian movement underscores and
reinforces Christ’s rightful claim to be the world’s supreme monarch.
A monarch without subjects lacks substantial legitimacy; but this is no
concern for the Lord Jesus Christ. As citizens of heaven, we confirm his
supremacy by the way we give ourselves to him in a life of devotion
and service, a life that prefigures the subjection all of creation will
exhibit one day.
The church is Christ’s body. He is its Savior. The church follows the lead
of Christ (Ephesians 5).

• To return to the words of Psalm 110, Jesus chooses to extend his
scepter “in the midst of his enemies” through congregations all across
the globe who dwell in the midst of those enemies. Christian
communities everywhere on the map exist to become nothing less than
habitations of the King, who by his Spirit sets up his throne in their midst
for the sake of those in the darkness among whom they dwell.
• The “Chief Builder” recruits his followers to work with him, deploying
them from the very throne of Heaven, and calling them to share in a
wondrous collaboration with his coronation.
The One who came down is the same as the One who went up higher
than all the heavens. He did it in order to fill all of creation. He is the
One who gave some the gift to be apostles. He gave some the gift to
be prophets. He gave some the gift of preaching the good news. And
he gave some the gift to be pastors and teachers. He did it so that
they might prepare God’s people to serve. If they do, the body of
Christ will be built up. That will continue until we all become one in
the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son. Then we . . . will receive
everything that Christ has for us (Ephesians 4).

Selah
pause | think | pray
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The Wrap

At this hour Christ is ruler over all things, though only his people truly grasp
that reality and live in the joy of it. Yet what is true this day among God’s
people, on another day will come to fulfillment for a multitude that will be
redeemed from among all of earth’s peoples. They will form Christ’s
“coronation procession” as he returns to earth from the royal courts of
heaven, to bring everything under his feet as Lord — all of that happening
primarily for the sake of his Body, “the fullness of him who fills all in all”
(Ephesians 10).
In that day, his unsurpassed workmanship will be celebrated universally. At
its completion, the “Church Triumphant” will fall down to worship King Jesus
— as represented in Revelation 4-5 by 24 elders casting their crowns before
a lordly Lamb. There, together, we will describe the wonders of his grand
“Architectural Achievement” as we sing:
. . . you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation. And you
have caused them to become a Kingdom of priests for our God. And
they will reign on the earth . . . Worthy is the Lamb who was
slaughtered — to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and blessing (Revelation 5, emphasis added).

For now, however, walking by faith in the power of the Holy Spirit, we as
believers draw daily on the risen life of our King. Doing so, we bear witness
before the nations to the promises of his kingdom and invite all who hear
us to join us as he places all believers “as living stones” to build a sanctuary
of everlasting praise (1 Peter 2).
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A Tribute
Paraphrasing and personalizing a wide selection of Scriptures
Father, we come to you to proclaim the name of your Son together —
to spread his fame, embrace his reign, increase his gain, and honor his
claim about who he is over us. As we do, awake us to him afresh for
ALL that he is. May the praise we bring to him in these moments come
forth alive in us by your Spirit and rise up as a blessing to you forever.
We use your Word to magnify your Son, without whom we are nothing
and can do nothing. This tribute is all for Christ alone, our one and only
Hope of Glory, and the hope of all the nations.

Lord Jesus Christ, this is our tribute to you —
our tribute to who you are OVER us.
You said that all authority has been given to you already—all authority
in heaven and on earth. That’s because you have fulfilled the vision of
Psalm 110 that speaks of the wondrous day when the Father invited
you to sit at his right hand in order to transform your enemies into your
footstool. From there you rule in the midst of your Church and among
all nations, in this, your appointed season of battle.
Your earliest followers reported that after you had spoken to them you
were taken up into heaven in your resurrection brilliance and then sat
at the right hand of God. Therefore, as your disciples went out and
preached everywhere, you continued to meet them where you sent
them, as you ruled over them and worked with them to sovereignly
confirm their message about you by your signs that accompanied
them.
On Pentecost, Peter proclaimed who you are over us. He told the
multitude that after the Father freed you from the agony of death, he
filled you with joy in his presence in the hour when he exalted you to
his right hand. Then he gave you the Holy Spirit to pour out upon all
flesh, reversing the disgrace of your crucifixion and making you both
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Lord and Christ over us. Because you were obedient to death, even
death on the cross, we now behold you exalted by God to the highest
place, that at your name every knee should bow in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that you and you
alone are Lord over all of us.
Because you have ascended into the heavens to reign, even angels,
authorities, and powers are in submission to you at this very moment.
You have crushed Satan under your heel. You alone are the ruler of the
kings of the earth — you and no other! You alone are destined to rule
all of the nations with a rod of iron, because the kingdoms of the world
have become the kingdom of our God and of you, his Christ, and you
will reign for ever and ever. In you has come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. Just
as the ancient prophet foretold, God’s government rests upon your
shoulders so that its increase over us will have no end, as you
implement your kingdom ways, establishing them and upholding
them among the nations, with justice and righteousness forevermore.
But wonder of wonders, when the Father placed all these things under
your feet, appointing you the head over everything, ultimately he did
so for the sake of your subjects, the Church. You are Head over the
redeemed in heaven and earth; we have become your Body. As you
rule over us you continue to saturate us with even more of the fullness
of yourself by which you are saturating everything, in every way. When
you ascended on high you took your people captive — to you and with
you alone. Therefore, even now as you inhabit the whole universe with
your supremacy and your activity, you are also pervading and filling
your Body with that same supremacy and activity, bringing us to unity
in the faith and in the knowledge of you as the Son of God. Because
you are our Head over us, our destiny together is to attain to the whole
measure of your magnificence as the Christ, that we might grow up
into you as our Head. This is our hope because of who you are over us,
prevailing with the same incomparable authority by which you are
ruling over the entire cosmos. No wonder you said that calling you
Lord and obeying you as Lord would place our lives on an unshakeable
foundation.
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This tribute expresses only a small part of the inexhaustible
riches of who you are OVER us and all peoples.
So, Father, here is how we celebrate your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this hour. We exalt him. We exult in him. We do so because of all he
is over us — now. Therefore, everything we are and have, every breath
we breathe, every step we take, every service we render, every prayer
we pray, every praise we bring, is possible only by him and him alone.
For without him — without all he is over us — we are nothing and we
can do nothing. More and more, by the revealing work of your Spirit,
awaken us to Christ alone — awaken your whole Church to Christ
alone—so that increasingly he might become over us our all in all.
AMEN!

