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enowned British scholar
Dr. Paul Johnson speaks as
a historian and devout
Christian: “Ours is an historical religion
or it is nothing. It does not deal in
myths and states of being. It deals in
facts. It presupposes a linear flight of
time, through a real universe of
concrete events.” The consequential
nature of this second chapter — who
Christ is FOR us today — depends on
the validity of Johnson’s conclusion.
These things really happened.
Many, however, overlook the fundamental necessity of the historicity of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Alain de Botton,
for example, argues in Religion for Atheists that atheists have a great deal to
learn from traditions like Christianity. Claims de Botton:
One can be left cold by doctrines of the Christian trinity . . . and yet at
the same time be interested in ways in which religions deliver
sermons, promote morality, engender a spirit of community, make
use of art and architecture, inspire travels, train minds and encourage
gratitude at the beauty of spring . . . Many aspects of the faiths remain
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relevant after their central tenets have been dismissed” (emphasis
added).

Unfortunately, for de Botton and the growing millions around the world who
don’t believe in God, the “central tenets” of the Christian faith cannot be
dismissed. Why? It is because they are thoroughly rooted in actual, historical
events (as this chapter explores).
In fact, if God’s Son had not literally become incarnate in Mary’s womb to
later minister among Judean crowds; if he had not literally suffered and died
one Friday; if he had not walked bodily from a tomb on a Sunday; if he had
not ascended forty days later in that same body to the place of highest
honor; then there would be no Church today, no two billion followers of
Jesus across the globe.
There are, tragically, other voices inside the Church that would dismiss the
four great tenets of what Jesus did for us — the Incarnation, the Crucifixion,
the Resurrection, the Ascension — by trading them in favor of a stronger
emphasis on what he taught us. Newsweek ran a front cover story by
respected journalist Andrew Sullivan (who openly claims Catholic affiliation)
with his call to “Follow Jesus.” The author highlighted, favorably, Thomas
Jefferson’s snipping of the Gospels to remove all references to the
supernatural in order to salvage a record of Jesus’ wisdom and good deeds.
Sullivan invites his readers to grasp the “core simplicity of Jesus’ message of
renunciation,” proposing that the message of Jesus was the deepest miracle.
Sullivan goes on to write: “The cross itself was not the point . . . the point was
how he conducted himself through it all — calm, loving, accepting, radical
surrendering . . .” In turn, we are urged to follow that example. In this
scenario, Jesus could simply be a compelling myth and still serve a useful
purpose.
Christian author and editor Trevin Wax wrote a spot-on blog post about the
article:
Sullivan wants to return to the simple message of Jesus as if that
message can be divorced from the Man who delivered it . . . His
message was about himself, His Kingdom, His identity as king, and
the cross that became His throne . . . and a victorious resurrection that
launches the new world God promised.
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In other words, to echo historian Paul Johnson, either what Scripture reports
Jesus did for us (not just what he says to us, as important as that is) actually
did take place in real time, visibly and physically, in space and history, or we
are ultimately left with “nothing” at all (per Johnson) regarding our eternal
destiny.
In point of fact, Christ’s words are so closely bound with his miraculous
person and redeeming works that it all stands or falls together. What he did
for us validates and empowers all he spoke to us. This will become
abundantly clear in the following pages, which are filled with “snapshots and
starter thoughts” about his historic fourfold action on our behalf.

Jesus’ Irreversible Fourfold Revolution
A Christian’s great joy is this: “If God is for us, who can ever be against us?
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he
also give us everything else?” (Romans 8: 31-32, NLT, emphasis added).
In the face of our utter destitution, God championed our cause as he
descended in order to enter into our despair. He acted for our best interests,
intervened for our brokenness, stood up for us in the Judgment, and fought
for us against evil forces. He did so by providing for us One — and there is
no other sufficient for us but this One — who accomplished on our behalf
all we needed in order to be rescued from the domain of darkness and
transferred into the kingdom of his dear Son (Colossians 1:13-14).
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Today’s believers live in the full assurance that we have been reconciled back
to God by means of four extraordinary and unrepeatable but observable and
literal events. Because of these four “for us” facts, heaven and earth are now
entwined forever; our future is permanently defined by a Savior who is alive
and “for us” right now.
As amazing as all of this is, there’s even more here. Scripture claims all that
Christ accomplished for us is also intended to happen, at the same time, with
us — in time, and space, and history. Already believers have been united
with him in his “new humanity.” Equally, his death and his rising and
ascending as one of us, includes us. God sees us as if we died with him, as if
we were buried and raised with him, and as if we have begun to reign with
him (2 Timothy 2:11). Those are additional facts about what Christ has done
for us.
One vital result of all of this, however, must be kept in mind: Now and always,
because he gave himself for us we must give ourselves for him. Writing in
Christianity Today, John Koessler cautions:
Jesus came for us, but that does not mean that he came to please us.
Jesus came for us, but he does not answer to us. He will not subject
himself to our agenda, no matter how good that agenda might be.
Jesus demands that we submit ourselves to his agenda (emphasis
added).

Call them Christ's “Irreversible Fourfold Revolution”— these four magnificent
events that comprise the work of salvation Christ has accomplished for us.
They give us every reason to live, unconditionally, in him and for him. In this
chapter we explore and experience this “Irreversible Fourfold Revolution” in
this order:
The Invasion of His Incarnation
The Mission of His Crucifixion
The Re-Creation of His Resurrection
The Coronation of His Ascension
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By the Invasion of His Incarnation
One of the most popular Christmas hymns, “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” contains
some interesting phrases in its seven plus verses, such as:
Behold Him, born the King of angels
God of God . . . he abhors not the Virgin’s womb
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing
Poor and in the manger, we would embrace Thee
O Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord
Doesn’t that sound like some kind of “invasion” to you?
As this chapter is being written, the Christmas season is bursting out all over
the land. A cacophony of carols competes with the clamor, clutter, and
confusion confronting frantic shoppers everywhere. Sadly, the holiday —
dreaming of white Christmases with all days merry and bright — is about as
far from the truth of what happened two thousand years ago as “inversion”
is from “invasion.”
What an invasion the Incarnation was! Popular theologian and author
Michael Horton, in an article titled “The Good God Who Came Down,” sees
Advent as a rebuke to mankind’s preference to climb up to God on our own.
“Our hearts are idol factories,” he writes, “in bondage to sin and spin. We look
for a god we can manage rather than the God who is actually there.”
Because of this “inversion,” the invasion of the Incarnation has become our
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only hope. Horton defines the distinctiveness of this invasion this way:
God has climbed down to us, meeting us not in the “high places” we
erect, but in the lowest places: in a barn, suffering our scorn, fellowshipping with sinners . . . the humility of a feeding trough and a cross.

Curiously, this “incarnation invasion” speaks directly to a major contemporary
global concern: the challenge the gospel faces in Muslim lands. The debate
is not about two religions, Christianity and Islam; nor about two books, the
Bible and the Quran; nor about two personalities, Christ and Muhammad.
Rather, the tension is between Christ and the Quran. Why? Because Muslims
believe the Quran — every single page with every one of its Arabic words
— is an incarnation of Allah himself. In it Christ is portrayed simply as one of
the most important, maybe the most unique, of Allah’s long line of prophets.
But for them the Koran is supreme because it is divine.
The New Testament message, however, is that the living God has come to us
as one of us — not simply in words on pages, but as a genuine, living,
breathing human being. Furthermore, his coming is not passive like a sacred
book lying on a coffee table. Rather, Jesus himself is God among us,
permanently united to us, taking strategic action for us to save us and
liberate us. This kind of incarnation requires nothing less than a God-orchestrated invasion. It’s like the game-changing landing of allied troops in
Normandy on D-Day during World War II. Only Jesus did it for the “joy set
before him” (Hebrews 12) — which was us, redeemed by his blood.
We will survey this invasion of his incarnation around seven themes.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

The entirety of the Deity deliberately took on frailty for us.
To do what Christ has done for us, he had to be united to us.
His incarnation invasion provides for our reconciliation.
Becoming one of us, Jesus proves God’s total commitment to us.
Jesus embodies God’s servant heart toward us and for us.
In compassion, Christ personally engaged our low and lost estate.
Forever as one of us, Christ defines what lies ahead for all of us.
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The Entirety of the Deity Deliberately
Took on Frailty for Us

• Nearly 317 church fathers, meeting in A.D. 325 at Nicea (in modern
Turkey), unanimously defined the Incarnation’s mystery in a creed
that included:
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten
of the Father, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things
were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and
was incarnate and was made man; he suffered, and the third day he
rose again, ascended into heaven; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.

• It is a mystery how Jesus brings human nature and the Godhead
together in a person who will never cease to be one of us and for us.
There is no doubt that godliness is a great mystery. Jesus came as a
human being. The Holy Spirit proved that he was the Son of God. He
was seen by angels. He was preached among the nations. People in
the world believed in him. He was taken up to heaven in glory
(1 Timothy 3, emphasis added).

• Jesus retains unity with the Trinity and with our humanity, both at
the same time. He embodies two natures, without confusion and
without division. He did not change what he was (God); rather he took
on what he was not (human). He added to himself our humanity and our
frailty without compromising his deity.
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• No other person in the universe has brought human nature and the
Divinity together like this. This is not God in a human being; it is God
as a human being.
For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So you also
are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over
every ruler and authority (Colossians 2, NLT).

• “The characteristics of humanity become the property of God the
Son, while the characteristics of his divine life become the property
of his human nature.”
In other words, God the Son acquires the qualities of a human being
in addition to his divine qualities. He is no longer just a divine person.
Now he is a divine person with a human nature. His divinity and
humanity are not fused together in some mixture of divine and
human characteristics, like many heroes of myth and legend. Rather,
his two natures are held together in this one complex person (Oliver
D. Crisp).

• All that makes God God took on bodily form in Jesus. Note how
The Message expands on this in Colossians 2:
Everything of God gets expressed in [Christ], so you can see and hear
him clearly. You don’t need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope
to realize the fullness of Christ, and the emptiness of the universe
without him. When you come to him, that fullness comes together
for you, too. His power extends over everything.

• In Jesus resides the entirety of Deity — not just some portion of it —
alive in one single human being. Jesus did not simply excel in certain
endowments of Heaven’s gifts and power. He is the true and perfect God
with all divine attributes, such as infinite wisdom and goodness,
permanently dwelling among us, as one of us, for us.
• No aspect of God’s fullness was withheld from us when Jesus came
among us.
The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We
have seen his glory. It is the glory of the one and only Son. He came
from the Father. And he was full of grace and truth (John 1, emphasis
added).
Don’t you know me, Philip? I have been among you such a long time!
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. So how can you say,
“Show us the Father”? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father? Don’t
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you believe that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not
just my own. The Father lives in me. He is the One who is doing his
work (John 14, emphasis added).
God, who first ordered ‘light to shine in darkness’, has flooded our
hearts with his light. We now can enlighten men only because we can
give them knowledge of the glory of God, as we see it in the face of Jesus
Christ (2 Corinthians 4, PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

• The annual Advent season especially amplifies this supremely
awesome mystery. Christmas does not mark simply another observance
in the liturgical calendar. Rather, it defines a monumental, unparalleled,
unrepeatable, inexplicable moment “when eternity entered time,
sanctified it and caught it up into eternity” (Thomas Merton); when
“infinity dwindled to infancy” (Edward T. Oakes). The all-powerful Son
of God stepped into frailty — in time and space and history — as the
Son of Man.
• Bishop Melito of Sardis, writing late in the second century, captured
the mystery beautifully:
He appeared as one of the sheep, yet He still remained the Shepherd.
He was esteemed a servant, yet He did not renounce his Sonship.
He was carried in the womb of Mary,
yet arrayed in the nature of his Father.
He walked upon the earth, yet He filled heaven.
He appeared as an infant,
yet He did not discard the eternity of his nature.
He needed sustenance inasmuch as He was man;
Yet, He did not cease to feed the entire world inasmuch as He is God.
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To Do What Christ Has Done for Us,
He Had to Be United to Us
• Christ came among us, as one of us, to be seen by us, forever to be
with us — all of this for us.
Here is what we announce to everyone about the Word of life . . . We
have heard him. We have seen him with our eyes. We have looked at
him. Our hands have touched him. That life has appeared. We have
seen him. We give witness about him . . . He has appeared to us. We
announce to you what we have seen and heard. We do it so you can
share life together with us. And we share life with the Father and with
his Son, Jesus Christ (1 John 1).

• “Christ became what we are so we could become what he is.” That
often quoted observation, written in the fourth century by church father
Athanasius of Alexandria, is found in his best-known treatise, The
Incarnation of the Word. He expanded on it this way:
Christ took a human body, born of a pure virgin in whose womb he
made human flesh his own, in which to reveal himself, conquer death,
and restore life . . . He took pity on our race, and had mercy on our
weakness, and lowered himself to our corruption. He could not bear
to let death have mastery, to allow these creatures to perish, and his
Father’s handiwork come to nothing, and so he took on a body, no
different from ours . . . Since only death could stop the plague, the
Word took a mortal body, so that all who become united with him
might receive his immortality.

• In other words, there was a time when the future reclamation of the
universe resided in a helpless baby.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. For those
who lived in a land of deep shadows — light! sunbursts of light! . . .
For a child has been born — for us! The gift of a son — for us! He’ll
take over the running of the world (Isaiah 9, MSG).

• This stunning, divine invasion landed, of all places, in the womb of a
teenage Jewish virgin. The second person of the Trinity chose to reduce
himself to a supernaturally fertilized egg, attached to the wall of a womb.
Do not be afraid, Mary . . . you will become pregnant and give birth
to a son. You must name him Jesus . . . His kingdom will never end . . .
The Holy Spirit will come to you. The power of the Most High God will
cover you. So the holy one that is born will be called the Son of God
. . . Nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1).
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• While still a defenseless infant at his mother’s breast, Jesus ignited
praise from those who grasped how his advent would make possible
their everlasting salvation. Consider these two witnesses:
[Simeon]: Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said . . .
“My eyes have seen your salvation. You have prepared it in the sight
of all nations. It is a light to be given to the Gentiles. It will bring glory
to your people Israel . . . This child is going to cause many people in
Israel to fall and to rise“ (Luke 2).
[Anna]: She gave thanks to God. And she spoke about the child to all
who were looking forward to the time when Jerusalem would be set
free (Luke 2).

• The invasion of the Incarnation was not improvisation; it had been
God’s intention from the beginning.
But you, O Bethlehem . . . a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the
distant past, will come from you on my behalf. The people of Israel will
be abandoned to their enemies until the woman in labor gives birth
. . . And he will stand to lead his flock with the LORD’s strength, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God (Micah 5, NLT, emphasis
added).
. . . you were bought with the priceless blood of Christ . . . He was
chosen before God created the world. But he came into the world for
your sake in these last days (1 Peter 1, emphasis added).

• Jesus fulfilled a multitude of God’s promises that required an actual
person to rise from among us, who was like us, to stand up for us. We
needed a real person united to us, as one of us, to culminate the promise
that Abraham’s greater offspring would bring God’s blessings to the
families of the earth; to seal hundreds of Old Testament Kingdom
predictions rooted in David’s greater son, physically reigning on his
throne forever; and to bring about the reconciliation and restoration of
all creation through the “Servant of the Lord” spoken of by Isaiah.
• His coming among us — as one of us, in order to serve us and save
us — was the mightiest of all God’s miracles. Time enfolded eternity.
Earth was joined to heaven.
• Through Jesus, God’s irreversible identification with humankind
became his grandest intervention of all. In one divine moment, the
Son’s “incarnation invasion” became the culmination of the old creation
as well as the initiation of the Consummation.
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• Jesus’ coming is an act of infinite condescension.
He condescends graciously, not only to angels, humbling Himself to
behold the things that are done in heaven, but he also condescends
to such poor creatures as sinful men; and that not only so as to take
notice of prices and great men, but of even to those that are of
meanest lowest rank and degree . . . even those who are despised by
their fellow human beings — Christ does not despise any. Such as are
commonly despised by their fellow creatures, Christ does not despise.
He takes notice of beggars, He is gracious to little children, and He
dies for sinners in rebellion against Himself (Jonathan Edwards).

• The passion of Christ on the cross actually began when he emptied
himself to become one of us. The cross was the culmination of a lifetime
of condescension that began when he bridged the gulf between God and
his creation. Born in a trough, he assumed our sinful flesh (a humanity
corrupted by the tragic consequences of sin). Then he lowered himself
even more, yielding himself to pain, hunger, mocking, grief, spitting,
misery, homelessness, public humiliation, rejection, betrayal,
abandonment, agony, and death.
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His Incarnation Invasion Provides for
Our Reconciliation
• The Incarnation is as crucial to the reconciliation of all things back to
the Father as are his death, resurrection, and ascension. As the “Son
of Man,” Jesus has become God’s climactic, transformational decree about
the destruction of the dark powers, the reclamation of the human race,
and the reconstitution of his wondrous creation.
I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence. He was
given authority, honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the
world so that people of every race and nation and language would
obey him. His rule is eternal — it will never end. His kingdom will
never be destroyed (Daniel 7, NLT, emphasis added).
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• We might say that in order to bring us home God put “skin in the
game.” Jesus among us, in a human body, shows us the full scope of the
hope — but also the cost — of God’s superlative saving purposes for the
nations. Commissioned with corporal flesh and blood into the arena of
human existence, Jesus is God’s reconciliation mission in motion —
physically, visibly, tangibly, concretely, sacrificially, permanently — all of
it for us.
• Jesus in the flesh closed the “God-gap” for us. Without the Incarnation,
we would remain at an infinite distance from the Father in terms of our
creatureliness, as well as in terms of our fallenness. When we see how low
Christ had to go — how far he had to stoop to reach us and retrieve us
from our desperate estate — we get some idea of how far from God we
really were and would remain without our Savior.
• Instead, a man has become the singular Mediator between Heaven
and earth. We can pass over to God only because he first passed over
to us.
There is only one God. And there is only one go-between for God and
human beings. He is the man Christ Jesus. He gave himself to pay for
the sins of everyone. That was a witness given by God at just the right
time (1 Timothy 2, emphasis added).

• There would be no saving faith in God unless Christ put himself in
the middle.
All thinking of God, apart from Christ, is a bottomless abyss which
utterly swallows up all our senses . . . In Christ, God, so to speak, makes
himself little in order to lower himself to our capacity . . . that [we] may
dare to intimately approach God (John Calvin).
Although God cannot be fully comprehended, yet in Christ he can be
fully apprehended (Herman Bavinck).

• Jesus makes possible God’s original intent to dwell with us and walk
among us, but in stunningly new ways. Consider these Scriptures:
Then the man and his wife heard the Lord God walking in the garden
(Genesis 3).
I will live among you. I will not turn away from you. I will walk among
you. I will be your God. And you will be my people (Leviticus 26).
I will live with them . . . My temple will be among them forever
(Ezekiel 37).
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And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and
tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we
[actually] saw His glory (John 1, AMP).
The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the
neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own eyes (John 1, MSG).
As they talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly
came and began walking with them . . . Suddenly, their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him . . . They said to each other, “Didn’t
our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and
explained the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24, NLT).
They’ll walk with me on parade! . . . Conquerors will march in the
victory parade, their names indelible in the Book of Life. I’ll lead them
up and present them by name to my Father and his Angels
(Revelation 3, MSG).

• Now our eternal prospects before God are fused to a person who is
fully human — who was and is exactly like us. He is called no less than
“Emmanuel,” which means “God with us” (Matthew 1). He is God among
us, totally for us, forever accessible to us.
• Jesus invaded our fearful, finite, fallen, futile condition in order to
lift us up with him, as one with him, into his very own overflowing
fellowship with God. Such a gift deserves extravagant praise, like that
composed by fourth-century church leader, Ambrose:
Come, thou redeemer of the earth and manifest thy virgin birth.
Let every age adoring fall; such birth befits the God of all!
Begotten of no human will, but of the Spirit, Thou art still
The Word of God in flesh arrayed, the promised fruit to man displayed.
O equal to the Father, thou! Gird on thy fleshly mantle now.
The weakness of our mortal state with deathless might invigorate.
Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, and darkness breathe a newer light,
Where endless faith shall shine serene, and twilight never intervene.
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Becoming One of Us, Jesus Proves God’s
Total Commitment to Us
• The Incarnation provides irrefutable evidence that our God is
personally and eternally invested in the future of the human race.
We know this because, throughout all the ages to come, a man who took
on our flesh, came under our judgment, triumphed over our death, and
now facilitates Heaven’s dominion to our unceasing welfare has secured
God’s blessings for us forever. He reigns on our behalf, true “friend of
sinners.”
• • By coming among us as one of us, Jesus became the sole advocate
for our helpless cause—taking up our defense and prevailing once
and for all. Therefore, no matter how reprobate we humans have
become, no matter the extent of our rebellion against God, we can be
sure of this: God’s Son came to us because he truly longs to redeem us.
He yearns to reconcile us, re-create us, and restore us to fellowship with
the triune God.
• In other words, Jesus coming among us is evidence that God really
wants us. Our God does not desire to remain without us or against us
because of our sin. Rather, he wants to involve himself with us and for us
so that he can have us with him forever. This unprecedented good news
resounds with exceeding great joy! The invasion of the Incarnation is the
revelation of God’s deepest intentions of love toward us.
• On the other hand, his becoming one of us did not arise out of some
need God has regarding us. None of us could ever contribute one mite
to the eternal blessedness of the Trinity. The Son is, was, and always will
be infinitely perfect, utterly complete, and thoroughly fulfilled in his own
nature and in his fellowship with the Father and the Spirit. His coming
from glory for our sakes, his coming into union with us as one of us, was
totally for the purpose of rescuing us and reconstituting us because of
our need to become all God meant us to be for his unending praise.
• At the same time, the invasion of the Incarnation demonstrates
convincingly that God does not take lightly our sin and our scorning
of his glory. Christ’s entry into the human race tells us there’s something
profoundly intransigent about the nature of evil, and it demonstrates
God’s utter outrage with sin and his resolute passion to deal with it.
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• For the Son to humble himself to become a man and die for us
substantiates that there was no other way to reverse humankind’s
spiritual disaster. Jesus embodies the Father’s commitment to abolish
all defiance, darkness, demons, and death forever. Jesus, one of us among
us, has become for us God’s everlasting “NO!” to the reign and
repercussions of sin and Satan.
• Jesus’ suffering for us, as one of us, is proof of God’s everlasting
commitment to deliver us.
In that death, by God’s grace, he fully experienced death in every
person’s place . . . Jesus doesn’t hesitate to treat them as family . . .
Since the children are made of flesh and blood, it’s logical that the
Savior took on flesh and blood in order to rescue them by his death
. . . he had to enter into every detail of human life. Then, when he
came before God as high priest to get rid of the people’s sins, he
would have already experienced it all himself — all the pain, all the
testing — and would be able to help where help was needed
(Hebrews 2, MSG).

• Furthermore, our assurance rests in knowing not only that the Father
sent his Son, but also that the Son himself willingly took a personal,
proactive initiative by coming for us.
So when Christ came into the world, he said, “You didn’t want
sacrifices and offerings. Instead, you prepared a body for me” . . . Then
I said, “Here I am. It is written about me in the scroll. God, I have come
to do what you want” . . . We have been made holy because Jesus
Christ offered his body once and for all time (Hebrews 10).
The reason my Father loves me is that I give up my life. But I will take
it back again. No one takes it from me. I give it up myself. I have the
authority to give it up. And I have the authority to take it back again
(John 10).

• Above all other assurances of God’s commitment to us, surely Christ’s
cross remains the prime evidence that God intends nothing but the
best for us. The sobering impoverishment of his cradle was required for
him to reach the extreme impoverishment of his cross. His hands — once
tiny, soft, and tender — were created to be pierced for us.
• From the womb forward, Jesus submitted himself to our destitute
condition to save us from it by sacrificing his physical being at the
“Place of the Skull.”
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He himself carried our sins in His body on the cross. He did it so that
we would die as far as sins are concerned . . . His wounds have made
you whole. You were like sheep who were wandering away. But now
you have returned to the Shepherd. He is the Leader of your souls
(1 Peter 2).

• Our Savior’s sacrificial wounds will remain forever a visible witness
to us of who he is for us. As John observed:
Then, standing in the very centre of the throne and of the four living
creatures and of the elders, I saw a Lamb that seemed to have been
slaughtered (Revelation 5, Phillips).

• Considering the extent of God’s commitment to us revealed in
Christ’s incarnation, we might do well to ask: What would God not do
for us now? The Father’s ultimate dedication to our eternal welfare is seen
in that he so loved the world he gave his Son for us. If, in fact, he did not
withhold his best from us, is there any good thing the Father would keep
from us?
With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn’t hesitate
to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and
exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there
anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? . . . The One who
died for us — who was raised to life for us! — is in the presence of
God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is
going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for
us? There is no way! (Romans 8, MSG).
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Jesus Embodies God’s Servant Heart
Toward Us and For Us
• Jesus coming in flesh manifested the triune God’s resolve and
determination to serve us. Christ entered into the world, not like a
conquering hero but like a slave — a slave without advantages, or rights,
or privileges. He was focused on one thing: ministering to our deepest
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needs for God’s greatest glory.
• Profoundly, the Incarnation displays a core trait of God’s very nature:
It shows us the Father’s servant heart.
Here is my servant. I have chosen him. He is the one I love. I am very
pleased with him. I will put my Spirit on him. He will announce to
the nations that everything will be made right (Matthew 12,
emphasis added).
Even the Son of Man did not come to be served. Instead, he came
to serve others. He came to give his life as the price for setting many
people free (Mark 10, emphasis added).
The Spirit of the Lord is on me. He has anointed me to announce the
good news to poor people. He has sent me to announce freedom
for prisoners. He has sent me so that the blind will see again. He
wants me to set free those who are treated badly (Luke 4).

• The supremacy of Jesus is significantly revealed in his humility. We
cannot understand Christ’s sovereignty over all things without first
understanding the scope of his submission for the sake of all things.
. . . he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient
death — and the worst kind of death at that — a crucifixion. Because
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of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond
anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on
earth — even those long ago dead and buried — will bow in worship
before this Jesus Christ (Philippians 2, MSG).

• Coming down to us, God’s Son emptied himself — one even might
say he donated himself — to become a servant to us, for us. He didn’t
empty himself of any thing. Rather, he emptied himself. In this we see
unparalleled, unconditional selflessness.
Do you remember the generosity of Jesus Christ, the Lord of us all?
He was rich beyond our telling, yet he became poor for your sakes so
that his poverty might make you rich (2 Corinthians 8, PHILLIPS).

• Jesus served us by living exclusively to satisfy the Father’s desires for
us, constantly at the Father’s disposal on our behalf. He abandoned
himself to the Father’s will, renouncing any claim to final, personal control
over the outcome of his ministry. He yielded to the Father’s will because
he knew in the end, by the Spirit’s power, he would triumph; his Father’s
desires would prevail. His was a “defenseless superior power” (Hendrikus
Berkhof ), as he endured for us, as one of us, the breadth of sufferings to
which the Father called him for our sakes.
• Jesus said: “The Son can do nothing by himself. He can do only what
he sees his Father doing.”
What the Father does, the Son also does. This is because the Father
loves the Son. He shows him everything he does . . . I can do nothing
by myself. I judge only as I hear. And my judging is fair. I do not try to
please myself. I try only to please the One who sent me (John 5).
Should I pray, “Father, save me from this hour”? But this is the very
reason I came! Father, bring glory to your name. Then a voice spoke
from heaven, saying, “I have already brought glory to my name, and I
will do so again” (John 12).

• We must us never forget: There would have been no valid sacrifice
for our sins apart from Jesus living an earthly life of sustained,
unwavering, covenant-keeping, moment-by-moment obedient
service to the Father’s word and will and ways. As one of us, he served
us by how he flawlessly, perfectly, sinlessly lived out God’s uncompromising righteousness, what we sinners — we unrighteous ones — could
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never produce on our own. In turn, this made his death for us totally
sufficient because of how he first lived perfectly before God’s face on our
behalf, in our place, as if he actually were us.
But then the right time came. God sent his Son. A woman gave birth
to him. He was born under the authority of the law. He came to set
free those who were under the law. He wanted us to be adopted as
children with all the rights children have (Galatians 4).

• “[This is] the way Christ Jesus thought of himself.”
He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that
he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not
at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and
took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human,
he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t
claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and
then died a selfless, obedient death — and the worst kind of death
at that — a crucifixion (Philippians 2, MSG).
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In Compassion, Christ Personally Engaged
Our Low and Lost Estate
• For us he lived a life like us, unprotected and vulnerable in his
humanity. He shared in our frustrations and futilities and fatigue. He
tasted the full spectrum of our helplessness, our burdens, our shame, our
fears, our despair.
So he had to be made like his brothers in every way. Then he could
serve God as a kind and faithful high priest. And then he could pay
for the sins of the people by dying for them. He himself suffered when
he was tempted. Now he is able to help others who are being
tempted (Hebrews 2).

Or as Paul puts it in Romans 8, the Son has now become “the firstborn
among many brothers.”
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• “There was no difference between him and other men — save only
this: He was God, and had no sin.”
But, he ate, drank, slept, walked; he was weary, sorrowful, rejoicing;
he wept and he laughed; he knew hunger and thirst and sweat; he
talked, he toiled, he prayed. To sum up: He used everything for the
need and preservation of this life, he endured good and evil things
like anyone else. He worked and suffered like any other man, save that
he was without sin (Martin Luther).

• Christ entered into the tragic consequences of our rebellion toward
God. He plunged right in to encounter firsthand the depths of our
spiritual bankruptcy. He did not stand apart; he identified with our
experiences of rejection, abuse, loneliness, neediness, and bereavement.
• Taking on our skin, he directly and actively confronted our sin. In his
public ministry, Jesus began to fulfill the Father’s plan to put away sin
once and for all. He began by healing, delivering, restoring, and discipling
all who received him.
God has sent his message to the sons of Israel by giving us the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ – he is the Lord of us all. You must
know the story of Jesus of Nazareth . . . of how God anointed him with
the power of the Holy Spirit, of how he went about doing good and
healing all who suffered from the devil’s power — because God was
with him. Now we are eyewitnesses of everything that he did (Acts
10, PHILLIPS).

• Jesus wept for us, but he did so standing among us.
Jesus saw her crying. He saw that the Jews who had come along with
her were crying also. His spirit became very sad, and he was troubled.
“Where have you put him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they
replied. Jesus sobbed. Then the Jews said, “See how much he loved
him!” (John 11).
He approached Jerusalem. When he saw the city, he began to sob. He
said, “I wish you had known today what would bring you peace!”
(Luke 19).

• Indeed, Jesus has become for us a “brother born for adversity.” He
understands our plight. Emotionally, relationally, physically — even
spiritually — Jesus suffered what we suffer. He knows our destitution as
one who himself had nowhere to lay his head. Just like us, he endured the
scoffing and rejection of family and friends, finding no welcome but
rather disapproval, derision, and unbelief within his hometown.
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• For our sakes, he spent one dark, torturous night in prayer when his
soul was sorrowful, even unto death. We read:
He went a short distance away from them. There he got down on his
knees and prayed. He said, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup of
suffering away from me” . . . Because he was very sad and troubled,
he prayed even harder. His sweat was like drops of blood falling to
the ground (Luke 22).

• He drank of the bitter horror of our “cosmic abandonment”
before God.
Men looked down on him. They didn’t accept him. He knew all about
sorrow and suffering . . . He suffered the things we should have
suffered. He took on himself the pain that should have been ours . . .
the servant was pierced . . . He was crushed . . . His wounds have
healed us . . . He was beaten down and made to suffer (Isaiah 53).
We have a high priest who can feel it when we are weak and hurting.
We have a high priest who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are. But he did not sin (Hebrews 4).

• He endured this agony because he knew this sobering truth: No body
and no blood meant no blessing for the nations! Jesus accomplished
our deliverance as a real person, with his whole person. All of him was
inextricably engaged with our low and lost estate when he purchased the
Church by laying down his life to the last drop of his holy, precious blood.
. . . [he] said, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is broken for you. Do
this to call Me [affectionately] to remembrance . . . This cup is the new
covenant [ratified and established] in My blood. Do this, as often as
you drink [it], to call Me [affectionately] to remembrance”
(1 Corinthians 11, AMP).

Therefore we should:
. . . shepherd (tend and feed and guide) the church of God which He
obtained for Himself [buying it and saving it for Himself] with His own
blood (Acts 20, AMP).

• Jesus knows exactly what every single human being has felt and
suffered and endured ever since the Fall, because he became sin for
us — he took our sins into his own body. He experienced every bit of
sin’s ugly consequences and horrible pain — all of it for all mankind — in
his own body, including the eternal pain of separation from God our sin
brings, which we who trust in him will never, ever have to experience! Of
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course, that is an experience he alone can comprehend; for us it is
indescribable and unfathomable. There is great comfort for all the saints
to know he more than understands our pain — he “became” our pain!
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV).
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed (1 Peter 2:24, NASB).

• In addition, for us, as one of us, he engaged one-on-one with the
enemy of our souls. He took the offense against the “ruler of this dark
world.” As one of his parables puts it:
But suppose I drive out demons by the Spirit of God. Then God’s
kingdom has come to you. Or, think about this. How can you enter a
strong man’s house and just take what the man owns? You must first
tie him up. Then you can rob his house (Matthew 12).

• During his wilderness testing, not even Satan could assail him in the
weakness of his physical flesh. Satan could not divert Jesus’ power as
Son of Man and Son of God. Satan could not raise doubts about Jesus’
position as Son of Man and Son of God. Satan could not sabotage Jesus’
mission as Son of Man and Son of God. Jesus prevailed for us. Now he
willingly shares his victory with us.
The Father is with me. I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you
will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world
you will continue to experience difficulties. But take heart! I’ve
conquered the world (John 16, MSG).
. . . the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being
could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil,
who had the power of death . . . Since he himself has gone through
suffering and testing, he is able to help us when we are being tested
(Hebrews 2, NLB).

• He did all of this for us to elevate our low estate and transform our
lost estate as he absorbed in our place our suffering and death.
So God gave us new life because of what Christ has done. He gave us
life even when we were dead in sin. God’s grace has saved you. God
raised us up with Christ. He has seated us with him in his heavenly
kingdom because we belong to Christ Jesus. He has done it to show
the riches of his grace for all time to come (Ephesians 2).
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You have been raised up with Christ. So think about things that are
in heaven. That is where Christ is. He is sitting at God’s right hand . . .
You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God. Christ is your life.
When he appears again, you also will appear with him in heaven’s
glory (Colossians 3).

• To this day he continues urging us to let him bear our burdens for us
and with us, as one of us!
Come to me, all of you who are tired and are carrying heavy loads. I
will give you rest. Become my servants and learn from me. I am gentle
and free of pride. You will find rest for your souls (Matthew 11).

Or, to say it another way:
Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get
away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a
real rest. Walk with me and work with me — watch how I do it. Learn
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting
on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and
lightly (Matthew 11, MSG, emphasis added).
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Forever as One of Us, Christ Defines What
Lies Ahead for All of Us
• Think of it: Right now Jesus is the most fully alive human personality
in the universe! In him — “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1)
— we behold what every human should look like, given our inherent
capacity to glorify the living God. Jesus encompasses the whole range of
what it means for human beings — made in God’s image from the
beginning (Genesis 1) — to love God with all our affections and words
and deeds. In our Savior we see all the goodness, grace, and gifts of which
every believer is capable, to the extent that we are living in the power of
the Holy Spirit.
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• To see Jesus is to behold what it
means to be truly human. How he
lived is the way human life is meant
to be lived.
As the man Jesus, he is himself the
revealing Word of God; he is the
source of our knowledge of the
nature of man as created by God
(Karl Barth).

God’s “Word-in-the-flesh” not only
reveals the Father to us but also
reveals us to ourselves.
Wherefore also he passed through
every stage of life, restoring to all
true communion with God . . . (and)
recapitulating in himself the ancient formation of man that he might
kill sin, deprive death of its power and vivify man (Irenaeus, church
father).

• “Jesus, the revelation of God, is the prototype.”
He is the only one among us who faithfully and perfectly represents
what God, the Creator, wished for the human person, created in his
image, to be (Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen).

• Despite his deity, Jesus is the real deal — as fully human as we are
meant to be. Bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, our Jesus is not fake
or fantasy. With him there is no pretense, or playacting, or shadowy slight
of hand. The Palestinian multitudes who surrounded him, listened to him,
watched him, and walked with him, saw in him how God wants all of us
to feel, think, act, react, triumph, serve, love, and worship. In Jesus we too
come face-to-face with how God intends all of us who belong to his Son
to become like his Son.
• More than any other title, Jesus called himself “the Son of Man.”
Literally, the phrase could be translated “the Son of Adam.” God’s Genesis
design for the first Adam, and for the humanity descended from the first
couple, now has been recovered and redesigned in Christ alone. In him,
we see not only what we were meant to be but also what we can be —
and what all the saints of all the ages will be. Jesus is the second Adam.
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For women and men who trust him, we find that the meaning of our
human existence has been reconstituted and made new in him.
• In addition, calling himself “Son of Man” meant he was willing to
identify not only with our humanity but also with our mortality. He
was coming to die like us, as well as die for us, so that we might one day
live like him, not just for him.
Just as there is an earthly body, there is also a spiritual body. It is
written, “The first man Adam became a living person.” The last Adam
became a spirit that gives life . . . The first man came from the dust
of the earth. The second man came from heaven. Those who belong
to the earth are like the one who came from the earth. And those
who are spiritual are like the one who came from heaven. We are
like the earthly man. And we will be like the man from heaven
(1 Corinthians 15).

• Jesus among us has become for us the fountainhead of a new breed
of people — a fresh beginning for the human race. As the new Adam
— the second Adam — Jesus has restored the “image of God.” In him, the
failures of the first Adam have been repaid and reversed.
Because of Adam, all people die. So because of Christ, all will be made
alive (1 Corinthians 15).
God’s gift is different from Adam’s sin. Many people died because of
the sin of that one man. But it was even more sure that God’s grace
would also come through one man. That man is Jesus Christ . . . One
man sinned, and death ruled because of his sin. But we are even surer
of what will happen because of what the one man, Jesus Christ, has
done. Those who receive the rich supply of God’s grace will rule with
Christ in his kingdom (Romans 5).

Reflecting on 1 Corinthians 15, third-century church leader Methodius
wrote: “He bore flesh for no other reason than to set flesh free and raise it
up.”
• Ultimately, all of God’s children will be transformed — better yet, reformed — to look like God’s incarnate Son.
God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided
from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the
same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of
humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our
lives there in him. After God made that decision of what his children
should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he
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called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And
then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end,
gloriously completing what he had begun (Romans 8, MSG).

• “This is the wonderful exchange which, out of his measureless
benevolence, he has made with us . . .”
Becoming Son of Man with us, he has made us sons of God with him;
that by his descent to earth, he has prepared an ascent to heaven for
us; that, by taking on our mortality, he has conferred his immortality
upon us; that, accepting our weakness, he has strengthened us by his
power; that, receiving our poverty upon himself, he has transferred
his wealth to us; that, taking the weight of our iniquity upon himself
(which oppressed us), he has clothed us with his righteousness (John
Calvin).

• The moment Christ embraced our humanity he sealed our destiny.
Now our future, and the future of all things, is inseparably linked to the
future of the “Lamb on the Throne.”
God was pleased to have his whole nature living in Christ. God was
pleased to bring all things back to himself because of what Christ has
done. That includes all things on earth and in heaven (Colossians 1).

• Christ’s incarnation invasion propels God’s people on toward God’s
new creation.
So from now on we don’t look at anyone the way the world does. At
one time we looked at Christ in that way. But we don’t anymore.
Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. The old is gone! The
new has come! It is all from God (2 Corinthians 5).
As his children, we will receive all that he has for us. We will share
what Christ receives . . . Everything God created looks forward to the
time when his children will appear in their full and final glory . . . Then
he will give us everything he has for us. He will raise our bodies and
give glory to them (Romans 8).
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The Wrap
What should stun us the most in this section? Maybe this: Amazing as it
sounds, the incarnation of God’s Son is irrevocable and irreversible. Ponder
that. Jesus will never cease to be one of us, for us, inseparable from us, and
dwelling among us — never! As he observed for his incredulous disciples
the evening of his resurrection:
“Why are you troubled? Why do you have doubts in your minds? Look
at my hands and my feet. It is really I! Touch me and see. A ghost does
not have a body or bones. But you can see that I do.” After he said that,
he showed them his hands and feet . . . They gave him a piece of
cooked fish. He took it and ate it in front of them (Luke 24).

Having taken on and redeemed the totality of our humanity, Jesus left none
of that humanity behind when he ascended; he took it all with him — into
glory! Ephesians asks:
What does “he went up” mean? It can only mean that he also came
down to the lower, earthly places. The One who came down is the
same as the One who went up higher than all the heavens. He did it
in order to fill all of creation.

As a 17th-century Scottish Puritan put it: “The dust of the earth now resides
on the Throne of Heaven.”
One day, not long from now, we will see our Lord Jesus “in the flesh.” You will.
I will. How might that moment unfold for us? Maybe we’ll experience him
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the way Thomas did:
The other disciples told [Thomas], “We saw the Master.” But he said,
“Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail holes,
and stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it” . . . Jesus came through
the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then
he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine
my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbelieving.
Believe.” Thomas said, “My Master! My God!” (John 20, MSG).

Or maybe that visible encounter with our risen, ascended Lord will unfold
for us like it did for Apostle John:
I turned around to see who was speaking to me. When I turned, I saw
. . . someone who looked “like a son of man.” He was dressed in a long
robe with a gold strip of cloth around his chest. The hair on his head
was white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a blazing fire
. . . His face was like the sun shining in all of its brightness. When I saw
him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. Then he put his right hand on
me and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the
Living One. I was dead. But now look! I am alive for ever and ever! And
I hold the keys to Death and Hell (Revelation 1).

Whatever the case, we must stay alert. A day is coming when we will see him
— descending in the same way he ascended: bodily, visibly, triumphantly
(see Acts 1). John tells us:
. . . stay with Christ. Live deeply in Christ. Then we’ll be ready for him
when he appears, ready to receive him with open arms (1 John 2,
MSG).
Who knows how we’ll end up! What we know is that when Christ is
openly revealed, we’ll see him — and in seeing him, become like him
(1 John 3, MSG).

The experience of those who reject him, of course, will be quite different.
The Bible warns that they will also see King Jesus in the flesh:
. . . yes, he’s on his way! Riding the clouds, he’ll be seen by every eye,
those who mocked and killed him will see him. People from all
nations and all times will tear their clothes in lament. Oh, Yes.
(Revelation 1, MSG).
Everyone hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains . . . They
called out to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us! Hide us from the
face of the One who sits on the throne! Hide us from the anger of the
Lamb! The great day of their anger has come. Who can live through
it?” (Revelation 6).
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In that day he will sum up everything under himself as Lord (Ephesians 1).
This One, who is bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, will restore our
mortal bodies to be like his resurrected, incorruptible body. Paul declares:
But there’s far more to life for us. We’re citizens of high heaven! We’re
awaiting the arrival of the Savior, the Master, Jesus Christ, who will
transform our earthly bodies into glorious bodies like his own. He’ll
make us beautiful and whole with the same powerful skill by which
he is putting everything as it should be, under and around him
(Philippians 3, MSG).

Constantly throughout eternity, we'll keep celebrating every facet of Christ's
"Irreversible Fourfold Revolution"— his saving work for us (the Incarnation,
the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the Ascension). But the starting place for
our praises — the act without which none of the rest could have happened
— is Christ’s irreplaceable “in-flesh-ment,” when he was lowly born in a cave
for cattle in order to bring unbounded light and life to our benighted and
fallen world.
No wonder at Christmastide the worldwide, worshipping Church heartily
sings:
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
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By the Mission of His Crucifixion
In Cincinnati, along the banks of the Ohio River, sits one of the most startling
museums in America: The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center.
Just as with a similar but larger museum on the National Mall, it often leaves
visitors shaken to the core.
At the Freedom Center, people are confronted with the stark and startling
horror of over three hundred years of African slavery in our nation. By picture
walls, videos, artifacts, lectures, recreated life-sized slave markets and slave
quarters — through sights, sounds, smells — the gruesome story of the
sufferings of millions of men, women, and children at the hands of brutal
kidnappers and abusive slave owners is portrayed, relentlessly, from floor to
floor.
The story is one of despicable, unconscionable evil. Visitors are faced with a
nearly indescribable, incomprehensible level of affliction, adversity, anguish,
and agony; but as well we see a remarkable display of the courage, stamina,
resilience, and even resistance of those enslaved. The Freedom Center
encases an incredible record from America's troubling past of both repulsion
and redemption; of both hideousness and hopefulness.
Though unintended, the Freedom Center provides a whole other message
for those who have eyes to see. Repeatedly and vividly the themes of the
story told there mirror much of what Christ’s crucifixion involved for him.
Consider this: Like the ancestors of today’s African Americans, he too
underwent unjust suffering — abusive, horrific, incomprehensible. Yet, just
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as the African American tragedy has resulted, to a significant degree, in
compelling an entire nation to recover issues of human dignity, racial
nobility, and civil rights, even so Christ’s cross achieved, in a far more
profound way, an eternal liberation that is purposeful, redemptive, and
transformative — not just for one nation but for the entire creation.
With this next section, we seek to penetrate realms of human and divine
afflictions and suffering that none of us really can begin to fathom, not even
those who have been in chains. But penetrate we must try because the
crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ had a mission — a mission inseparable
from his everlasting position, reigning as our Lord and Savior, a mission
inseparable from our everlasting condition as those redeemed and “washed
in the blood of the Lamb.”

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

Behold the “gory glory” of God’s Son, slain for the sins of the world!
His earthly agony provides insights into the heart of the Trinity.
At the same time, his crucible gives us insights into the depth of our curse.
The precision of his mission: a closer look at its costs and benefits
How his spectacular supremacy is displayed in his sacred sufferings

Behold the "Gory Glory" of God's Son,
Slain for the Sins of the World!
• “O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,”
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown.
O sacred Head, what glory, what bliss till now was Thine!
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine.
What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain.
Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain.
(Attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux, 12th-century French Catholic
reformer priest, emphasis added)

• “There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins.”
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And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.
Ever since by faith I saw the stream thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme and shall be till I die.
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed church of God be saved to sin no more.
(William Cowper, British hymnist and poet, 1800)

• God’s Son came to suffer with us and for us — to substitute himself
for us. He chose to assume the full consequences of our sin and anguish,
and of our pending mortality and eternal judgment. Jesus chose to be
embedded in the convulsive anguish inseparable from our guilty
condition in order to set us free on all counts against us.
• “Gory” is not too repulsive a term to describe the way Christ was slain
for the sins of the world. When Paul writes in Galatians 4 that God sent
his Son “in the fullness of times,” it must include the fact that at that time
in history one primary method of public execution was crucifixion. Historically speaking, no design of capital punishment pictured our fate, apart
from God’s grace, as vividly as the awful afflictions of the wooden rack
called a cross. That kind of death was excruciating (which literally means
“due to crucifying”). Meant for criminals and rebels, the suffering on the
stake was gruesome, painful, shameful — unfathomable. The victim
expired through a gradual, ponderous, tormenting combination of blood
loss, infection, dehydration, exhaustion, traumatic shock, and ultimately,
asphyxiation.
• No wonder his sacrificial death is referred to as the passion of the
Christ (which means “to undergo extensive suffering”). Truly, his was
a dehumanizing and horrifying passion — an unparalleled and
inexplicable passion. It was profoundly gory. However, at the same time,
it also was splendorous in its glory. His were holy afflictions — blessed,
compassionate, purposeful, and utterly sufficient. They were inexhaustibly
redemptive afflictions.
• The glory of the spectacular supremacy of God’s Son was magnified
by the stunning, staggering, saving suffering of God’s Son. Sometimes
all we can do is pause, and ponder the cross, and who was on it and why
— and then weep. We need to grieve not only over the pain he bore, but
also over the fact that he bore it not for himself, but for others — he
endured it for us.
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His Earthly Agony Provides Insights Into
the Heart of the Trinity
• From the start, the heart of the Godhead has enshrined a cross. The
agony of the Son for us was, is now, and always will be inseparable from
God’s very being. Jesus’ suffering was not just that of a man, but it was
the suffering of God as well.
• To picture God is to picture the cross, simultaneously. Christ’s cross
was the self-offering of God, from the very core of his eternal being.
For you must realize all the time that you have been “ransomed” . . .
not with some money payment of transient value, but by the costly
shedding of blood. The price was in fact the life-blood of Christ, the
unblemished and unstained lamb of sacrifice. It is true that God chose
him to fulfill this part before the world was founded, but it was for your
benefit that he was revealed in these last days (1 Peter 1, PHILLIPS,
emphasis added).
They are the ones whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book
of life. The Lamb is the one whose death was planned before the world
was created (Revelation 13, emphasis added).
Long ago God planned that Jesus would be handed over to you
(Acts 2, emphasis added).

• In Revelation 4 and 5, a Lamb bearing visible wounds dominates the
blazing, breathtaking display of the Trinity. Forever marked by the
nails of crucifixion, Jesus resides at the center of the Father's throne,
made visible to the universe by the intense, focused lamplight of the
Holy Spirit. Worship arises to the Godhead from a vast multitude because
they’ve been redeemed by Jesus’ blood.
. . . in my vision I saw a throne had been set up in Heaven, and there
was someone seated upon the throne. His appearance blazed like
diamond and topaz . . . Seven lamps are burning before the throne,
and they are the seven Spirits of God . . . I saw a Lamb that seemed to
have been slaughtered . . . They sang . . . “you were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by your blood out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation . . . Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive
power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and
blessing . . . Blessing and honor and glory and power be to him who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever!” (Revelation 45, PHILLIPS, emphasis added).
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• In the cross of Christ, we see God’s omnipotence manifested most
powerfully by weakness. Surprisingly, Jesus’ rulership in the universe is
most fully displayed not in exercising overwhelming might or by issuing
royal edicts and intimidating decrees. Rather, it is seen by his humble
submission to our condition, surrendering to the hands of sinners, paying
the price for our redemption.
Although he was crucified in weakness, he now lives by the power of
God (2 Corinthians 13 NLT).

• As a result, mercy triumphs over judgment; sin is expiated and
expelled permanently; Satan is repelled and routed eternally; and
death is swallowed up in victory! Paul said:
While Jews clamor for miraculous demonstrations . . . we go right on
proclaiming Christ, the Crucified. Jews treat this like an anti-miracle
. . . But to us who are personally called by God himself — both Jews
and Greeks — Christ is God’s ultimate miracle . . . Human strength
can’t begin to compete with God’s “weakness” (1 Corinthians 1, MSG).

Paul continued:
My goal while I was with you was to talk about only one thing. And
that was Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. When I came to you,
I was weak and very afraid and trembling all over. I didn’t preach my
message with clever and compelling words. Instead, my preaching
showed the Holy Spirit’s power (1 Corinthians 2).

• • At the cross of Christ we see God’s wisdom manifested most impressively by foolishness — the seeming foolishness of Jesus sacrificing
himself for us. Who ever heard of such a thing? He was afflicted for the
afflicted to bring them into healing. He died for those who were dead to
bring them into life. He was penalized for criminals to render them not
guilty. He reconciled enemies by becoming a curse on their behalf.
He sacrificed his dignity to secure our destiny.
• “The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer
silliness to those hellbent on destruction, but for those on the way
of salvation it makes perfect sense.” Paul goes on to say:
Since the world in all its fancy wisdom never had a clue when it came
to knowing God, God in his wisdom took delight in using what the
world considered dumb — preaching, of all things! — to bring those
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who trust him into the way of salvation . . . Greeks go in for
philosophical wisdom, we go right on proclaiming Christ, the
Crucified . . . Greeks pass it off as absurd . . . but Christ is God’s ultimate
miracle and wisdom . . . Human wisdom is so tiny, so impotent, next
to the seeming absurdity of God (1 Corinthians 1, MSG).

• The Son hanging by nails on Golgotha, substituting himself in the
place of sinners, displays indisputably the monumental extremes to
which the Father is willing to go to extend his abundant, abounding
grace toward us. God’s sovereignty and generosity converged in Jesus’
agony. God’s justice and mercy intersected where Jesus’ sacrificial offering
was perfected.
• We see revealed in Jesus a God who is self-sacrificing rather than selfserving, loving rather than exploiting, giving not grasping.
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,
There where the blood of the lamb was spilled.
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin
(Julia H. Johnston).

• Christ’s cross lays bare before us the unrelenting determination of
God’s heart to save us. It exposes the magnitude of God’s commitment
to deal with human guilt, defeat the powers of evil, destroy death,
reconcile us back to himself, and restore his whole creation. In the cross
we see how totally the living God loves us, how deeply he wants us, how
intentionally he seeks us. His compassion toward us is a costly passion for
us. Christ on the cross is our guarantee that the tripersonal God will not
abandon his creation in its dereliction and death — that the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are unwavering in their purpose to restore us to their
“circle of love.”
• “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us
while we were still sinners . . . ”
For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his
Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved
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through the life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful
new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made
us friends of God (Romans 5, NLT, emphasis added).

• Nowhere is God more thoroughly exalted to us than in Jesus executed
for us. Nowhere is God more vividly glorified to us than when Christ was
vanquished for us. Nowhere does God’s worthiness shine more brilliantly
to us than when Jesus suffered shamefully for us. Nowhere is God’s
holiness more wholly displayed to us than when Christ, who knew no sin,
was made sin for us. Nowhere do we see the righteousness of God’s justice
so clearly as when Christ was sentenced to be judged for us. Nowhere
does God appear more beautiful to all creation than when his Son was
beaten and broken for us.
• Exalting the glory of the Godhead was the heart cry of Jesus’ prayers
as he moved toward the cross. Days before his arrest, Jesus said:
Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray, “Father, save me from
this hour”? But this is the very reason I came! Father, bring glory to
your name. Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, “I have already
brought glory to my name, and I will do so again” . . . Then Jesus told
them . . . “And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone
to myself” (John 12, NLT).

Then on the night of his arrest, we read:
Then, raising his eyes in prayer, he said: “Father, it’s time. Display the
bright splendor of your Son so the Son in turn may show your bright
splendor . . . I glorified you on earth by completing down to the last
detail what you assigned me to do. And now, Father, glorify me with
your very own splendor, the very splendor I had in your presence
before there was a world” (John 17, MSG).

• On the other hand, at the cross the grief of the Father was just as
poignant as the death of the Son. What the Son suffered, the Father also
suffered with him. Our sin placed on the Son that dark Friday afternoon
unleashed an agony of “abandonment” in both directions — for a time
the Son became “fatherless” even as the Father became “sonless.”
• Christ on the cross was a mutual mission for the Trinity — the selfsubstitution of God in our place. The Father loved us and gave his Son
for us. The Son loved us and gave himself for us, as he cooperated with
the Father’s plan. In Gethsemane he prayed:
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My Father, if there is any way, get me out of this. But please, not what
I want. You, what do you want? . . . My Father, if there is no other way
than this, drinking this cup to the dregs, I’m ready. Do it your way
(Matthew 26, MSG).

• “The Father did not lay on the Son an ordeal Jesus was reluctant to
bear, nor did the Son extract from the Father a salvation he was
reluctant to bestow” (John Stott). The Father gave the cup to drink; the
Son chose to drink it. The Father did not delight in the Son’s sufferings for
us, but did delight in the display of triune glory that would come because
he suffered for us.
• The transaction of the cross was supported, shepherded, sustained,
and sealed by the Holy Spirit. From the beginning, the Spirit shaped and
saturated every phase of Christ’s mission by: conceiving Jesus in Mary’s
womb; anointing him at his public baptism; driving him into a wilderness
wrestling match with Satan; empowering every facet of his preaching and
ministry; unleashing innumerable miracles to confirm the impending
nature of Christ’s kingdom; and climaxed by his raising of Jesus from the
dead (Romans 8). This was no less true with the mission of his crucifixion
for us:
. . . think how much more the blood of Christ cleans up our whole
lives, inside and out. Through the Spirit, Christ offered himself as an
unblemished sacrifice (Hebrews 7, MSG).
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At the Same Time, His Crucible Gives Us
Insights Into the Depth of Our Curse
• First of all, let it be said: The cross is always about Christ before it ever
is about us. Christ died for us but not because we deserved for him to do
so. Rather, he displayed his own supreme worthiness by how he gave
himself, despite our lost condition, to rescind and replace our own
sobering unworthiness so we might proclaim his worth forever.
• The Son’s crucible confirms the magnitude of the curse of sin we
sinners bear. Who was dying on the cross helps us grasp the terrible
nature of our treason against God. Who was hanging between heaven
and earth establishes indisputably how utterly and profoundly
destructive is the nature and impact of our sin — of all sin. If our sin did
this to the King of Heaven, what must be the power of its plagues on
paupers like us?
• In the brokenness of the One who was no less than the foretold
“Servant of Yahweh,” we see graphically portrayed the depths of our
helpless, hopeless destitution before God. The full measure of his
suffering on the cross exposes sin’s fierce malignancy that curses all things
separated from the life of God.
We look at it like this: if one died for all men then, in a sense, they all
died . . . (2 Corinthians 5, PHILLIPS).
He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself
the pain that should have been ours . . . the servant was pierced
because we had sinned. He was crushed because we had done what
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was evil . . .We have wandered away from God. All of us have turned
to our own way. And the Lord has placed on his servant the sins of all
of us. He was beaten down and made to suffer . . . He was cut off from
this life. He was punished for the sins of my people (Isaiah 53).

• The greatness of the righteousness of the One who died for us
simultaneously unveils the greatness of our wretchedness as well as
the greatness of the remedy we require. It confirms that our desperate
state is far worse than we first dared to imagine. Looking at the majesty
of the Lamb who was slain, we cannot dismiss nor deny the magnitude of
our iniquities any longer. There is a curse upon us that must be confronted
and crushed by Another. Somehow the wages of sin — which is nothing
short of death itself — must itself be put to death by One who is pure, by
One who is totally free from all sin.
• When Jesus voluntarily suffered the full force of our sin and shame,
it was as though he himself became morally culpable for
humankind’s wicked ways, from beginning to end. He took responsibility to accomplish for us what we could never do for ourselves — to act
in our stead and on our behalf. In doing so, he became our champion,
providing in himself alone an unceasing cure of our undeniable curse.
• In his horrific sacrifice, Jesus shows us that in God’s universe sin
commands costly, catastrophic consequences. By the scope of what he
did for us, Jesus confirms that our rebellion against God is no trivial
matter. It is no less than the defamation of God’s character. It is no less
than an attempt at a kind of cosmic insurgency. Clearly, our holy God
cannot ignore such a disastrous contamination of his creation. His wrath
toward sin cannot not be contained or tamed until his justice prevails.
Sending Christ to die for us certifies how seriously lost we really are.
• To remove our condemnation, the only option left was for God
himself to become the curse of our race by taking our place through
and in his dear Son.
All who depend on obeying the law are under a curse. It is written,
“May everyone who doesn’t continue to do everything that is written
in the Book of the Law be under God’s curse” . . . Christ set us free from
the curse of the law. He did it by becoming a curse for us. It is written,
“Everyone who is hung on a pole is under God’s curse.” Christ Jesus
set us free . . . so that we might receive the promise of the Holy Spirit
by believing in Christ (Galatians 3).
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• Such sacred, sacrificial blood testifies, beyond dispute, before men
and angels, that all human efforts to save ourselves from our
bankrupt estate remain hopelessly in vain. Without his sovereign
intervention on our behalf, our destiny, starting from the cradle, is fatal.
Left to ourselves, without Jesus, we would never be capable of supplying
our deepest longings, let alone satisfying God’s definitive Law.
At just the right time Christ died for ungodly people. He died for us
when we had no power of our own . . . While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us . . . Once we were God’s enemies. But we have been
brought back to him because his Son has died for us (Romans 5,
emphasis added).

• In his role as God’s promised Messiah, Jesus unmasked, by his
crucifixion, the awful animosity toward God resident within all
hearts. The very fact and act of his crucible exposed the darkest realms
of humankind’s rebellious machinations. It peeled back the façade to
force into the open the inherent fury of mankind’s hostility toward the
Trinity — hostility found in all of us. We see this in Acts when we read:
You spoke against Jesus when he was in Pilate’s court. You spoke
against the Holy and Blameless One. You asked for a murderer to be
set free instead. You killed the one who gives life (Acts 3).
Was there ever a prophet your people didn’t try to hurt? They even
killed those who told about the coming of the Blameless One. And
now you have handed him over to his enemies. You have murdered
him (Acts 7).

Thus, Paul preached in one synagogue:
The people and their rulers had no reason at all for sentencing Jesus
to death. But they asked Pilate to have him killed. They did everything
that had been written about Jesus (Acts 13).

As Paul concluded later on:
The experts of our day haven’t a clue about what this eternal plan is.
If they had, they wouldn’t have killed the Master of the God-designed
life on a cross (1 Corinthians 2, MSG).

• • On the cross, Jesus unmasked the Evil One for who he really is as the
Savior endured the devil’s vicious attacks, while at the very same
time he effectively exhausted and neutralized Satan’s claims to
dominion. In doing so, he thoroughly accomplished for us the greatest
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good we could ever hope for — the everlasting destruction of sin and
Satan that opens the door to God’s inexhaustible resources for us in
Christ Jesus.
• “The cross was the point where evil did all that it could do and God
did all that he could do” (N.T. Wright). That’s why we must:
. . . proclaim to the Gentiles the incalculable riches of Christ . . . that
all the angelic powers should now see the complex wisdom of God’s
plan being worked out through the Church, in conformity to that
timeless purpose which he centered in Jesus, our Lord (Ephesians 3,
PHILLIPS).

• To be supreme in our salvation, our Lord had to effectively engage
and then eliminate the basis for the deadly, disastrous estrangement
that existed between us and the living God. Only one like Christ —
perfect in both holiness and wholeness — could bring about a
thoroughly just and righteous way to remove and replace God's revulsion
against our profound spiritual depravity displayed by the world's injustice
and cruelty, oppression and exploitation, racism and terrorism, adultery
and idolatry.
• The majesty of the perfect One who descended from heaven to die
for us undercuts every conceivable pretext about our ability to
reconcile with God by our own moral achievements. For if there were
any other way to secure eternal life for us, then clearly Christ’s agonies
were horribly wasted and utterly tragic.
The bodily life I now live I live believing in the Son of God, who loved
me and sacrificed himself for me . . . For if righteousness were possible
under the Law then Christ died for nothing! (Galatians 2, PHILLIPS).
Yet God forbid that I should boast about anything or anybody except
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, which means that the world is a
dead thing to me and I am a dead man to the world. But in Christ it is
not circumcision or uncircumcision that counts but the power of new
birth (Galatians 6, PHILLIPS)
.
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• A benediction based on the Lamb slain for the sins of the world:
May God, who puts all things together, makes all things whole,
Who made a lasting mark through the sacrifice of Jesus,
the sacrifice of blood that sealed the eternal covenant,
Who led Jesus, our Great Shepherd, up and alive from the dead,
now put you together, provide you with everything you need
to please him, make us into what gives him most pleasure,
by means of the sacrifice of Jesus, the Messiah.
All glory to Jesus forever and always!
Oh, yes, yes, yes
(Hebrews 13, MSG).
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The Precision of His Mission:
A Closer Look at Its Costs and Benefits
• “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one
and only Son.”
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in
him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the
trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling
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the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right
again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to
trust him has long since been under the death sentence without
knowing it (John 3, MSG).

• Sin consists of our choice to substitute ourselves for God; on the
cross, God chose to substitute himself for us in order to deal with that
rebellion. “The essence of sin is man substituting himself for God. The
essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man” (John Stott).
• We withheld from God the worship and allegiance that is and always
will be rightfully his as our Creator; Jesus took responsibility for the
fatal consequences of our treason. As our substitute, he bore our guilt,
suffered our punishment, and paid for our transgressions, satisfying the
just penalty we were due. Our sin was not simply disregarded; God’s Son,
in our place, for our sakes, perfectly and permanently dealt with it.
• In Christ, God took action to absorb our judgment by assuming our
sin. He personally drank the bitter dregs of our spiritual depravity and
bankruptcy so we would not have to.
Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
(Philip P. Bliss)

• “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10, NIV, emphasis
added). A ransom is money paid to release a prisoner or secure the return
of a valuable possession; it is the means of redeeming or buying back a
person or thing. The way of liberation for sinners was provided when
Jesus became God’s ransom for us.
• By his cross he paid the perfect price to reclaim us, a cost beyond
measure.
You must know (and recognize) that you were redeemed (ransomed)
from the useless (fruitless) way of living inherited by tradition from
[your] forefathers, not with corruptible things [such as] silver and gold.
But [you were purchased] with the precious blood of Christ (the
Messiah), like that of a [sacrificial] lamb without blemish or spot
(1 Peter 1, AMPC, emphasis added).
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Therefore, unto Jesus all creation proclaims:
Slain! Paying in blood, you bought men and women, bought them
back from all over the earth, bought them back for God. Then you
made them a Kingdom, Priests for our God, Priest-kings to rule over the
earth (Revelation 5, MSG).

• In the midst of the brutality of the cross, Christ transformed
everything for us. Our sin-bearing Sacrifice transferred us from judgment
to justification, from condemnation to reconciliation, from death to life,
from the power of Satan to the power of God.
. . . you are privileged to share the lot of those who are living in the
light. For we must never forget that he rescued us from the power of
darkness, and re-established us in the kingdom of his beloved Son,
that is, in the kingdom of light. For it is by his Son alone that we have
been redeemed and have had our sins forgiven (Colossians 1,
PHILLIPS).

• His death was sufficient to cleanse us from sin because it was the
climax of a life spent in perfect victory over sin. Christ makes us
righteous not only because he died for us but also because he was
flawlessly righteous when he did.
• “We see, then, that as one act of sin exposed the whole race of men
to God’s judgment and condemnation, so one act of perfect
righteousness presents to God a multitude freely acquitted in the
sight of God.”
One man’s disobedience placed all men under the threat of condemnation, but one man’s obedience has the power to present all men
righteous before God (Romans 5, PHILLIPS).

• “Christ didn’t have any sin. But God made him become sin for us.
So we can be made right with God because of what Christ has done
for us.”
When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation has come. The old is
gone! The new is here! All this is from God. He brought us back to
himself through Christ’s death on the cross . . . God was bringing the
world back to himself through Christ. He did not hold people’s sins
against them . . . Come back to God! (2 Corinthians 5).

• On that Good Friday, Jesus scheduled himself to take our “day in
court” before the bar of judgment; and there he willingly served the
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sentence for our crimes. So now, Scripture teaches that in Christ we are
“justified” before God. Every believer can say, “It is just as if I’d never sinned;
just as if I’d already passed through the Day of Judgment to join Christ on
the other side in his glorious, unending dominion.”
• What wondrous love is this? We are as fully justified in Jesus right
now as we will ever be in the ages to come. So today we may act as if
we were there already!
Justification language appears in Paul with reference to both the
inauguration of the life of faith and also its final consummation. It
anticipates the verdict of the final judgment, declaring in advance the
verdict of ultimate acquittal. The believer’s present justified
experience is thus an anticipation, an advance participation of
deliverance from the wrath to come, and an assurance in the present
of the final eschatological verdict of acquittal (Alister McGrath, Oxford
theologian/author, emphasis added).

• Justified in Jesus, we can rightfully claim liberation from every fear
we might harbor toward the Righteous Sovereign of the Universe. We
are released to start life all over again before his face, in his intimate
embrace. Justified in Jesus, the redeemed can act as if there never were
reasons for God’s holy fury. Justified in Jesus, we are as fully vindicated
before the throne of God as our Savior was the day the Father raised him
from the dead in victory, thus ratifying the indisputable worth of his
sacrifice for us. Justified in Jesus, we remain forever accepted before
eternity’s Judge because of our unassailable union with the Judge’s Son
— who he is for us and with all he has done for us.
•

“ . . . all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
came by Christ Jesus.”
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the
shedding of his blood — to be received by faith. He did this . . . to
demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus (Romans 5,
NIV, emphasis added).
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ
Jesus who died — more than that, who was raised to life — is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us (Romans 8, NIV,
emphasis added).
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• • On the cross, for our sakes, the Son was forsaken. The Father
abandoned his Son as though he were sin; he gave his Son over to sin.
Jesus was surrendered (even as he willingly surrendered himself ) to the
fate of a fallen world as if he were its chief sinner.
• Hanging between earth and sky, he was relegated to wretchedness
from two directions. Not only did Jesus bear God’s wrath against earth;
he also endured earth’s wrath against Heaven. He was engulfed in the
depraved, dark, and demonic defiance of a world without God and
without hope. We might say that during those hours God’s impenetrable
lifetime protection of his Beloved One was sovereignly suspended.
• Instead, Jesus found himself vulnerable to the barbarity of
humankind’s immorality and inhumanity, as well as to the diabolical
attacks of wicked powers. At that moment, not only was the Son
deserted by the Father, the Father also grieved as one who had lost his
only son.
• The agony of abandonment heard in Jesus’ cries of destitution
says it all:
About three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice. He said, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” This means “My God, my God, why have you
deserted me?” (Matthew 27).
God, God . . . my God! Why did you dump me miles from nowhere?
Doubled up with pain, I call to God all the day long. No answer.
Nothing . . . And here I am, a nothing — an earthworm, something to
step on, to squash . . . you moved far away and trouble moved in next
door . . . If you don’t show up soon, I’m done for — gored by the bulls,
meat for the lions (Psalms 22, MSG).

• At the same time, for our sakes Jesus willingly entered unfathomable
regions of a holy God’s just retribution for humankind’s sin in order
to fulfill that which was mandated by the Father’s justice. For the first
time in eternity, the Son was excluded from the fellowship of the triune
“circle of love” that had been his forever. Yet this was a “Trinitarian
transaction.” His becoming a curse for us before the Father also was his
act of love for the Father, as well as loving cooperation with the leadership
of the Holy Spirit. By his selfless substitution under God’s judgments
toward us, as our perfect representative, Jesus gave to the Court of
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Heaven what we could never be able to provide. He satisfied the eternal
Law’s demands.
• Christ was supremely sufficient to remove all obstacles to reconciliation between God and his people.
We have been made right with God because of our faith. Now we
have peace with him because of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through faith
in Jesus we have received God’s grace. In that grace we stand. We are
full of joy because we expect to share in God’s glory (Romans 5).

• He achieved this reconciliation not only for individual sinners but
also for the whole universe.
It was in [Christ] that the full nature of God chose to live, and through
him God planned to reconcile in his own person, as it were,
everything on earth and everything in Heaven by virtue of the
sacrifice of the cross. And you yourselves, who were strangers to God,
and, in fact, through the evil things you had done, his spiritual
enemies, he has now reconciled through the death of his body on the
cross, so that he might welcome you to his presence clean and pure,
without blame or reproach. This reconciliation assumes, of course,
that you maintain a firm position in the faith, and do not allow
yourselves to be shifted away from the hope of the Gospel, which you
have heard, and which, indeed, the whole world is now having an
opportunity of hearing (Colossians 1, PHILLIPS).

• “Once we were God’s enemies. But we have been brought back to
him because his Son has died for us.”
Now that God has brought us back, we are even more secure. We
know that we will be saved because Christ lives. And that is not all.
We are full of joy in God because of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of
him, God has brought us back to himself (Romans 5).

• Now, Heaven’s monumental manifesto is being sent forth to all of
earth’s peoples, summoning everyone, everywhere, to be reconciled
to God through Jesus.
The very spring of our actions is the love of Christ. We look at it like
this: if one died for all men then, in a sense, they all died, and his
purpose in dying for them is that their lives should now be no longer
lived for themselves but for him who died and rose again for them . . .
All this is God’s doing, for he has reconciled us to himself through
Jesus Christ; and he has made us agents of the reconciliation . . . (God)
has commissioned us with the message of reconciliation. We are now
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were appealing direct to you

By the Mission of His Crucifixion 125

through us. As his personal representatives we say, “Make your peace
with God” (2 Corinthians 5, PHILLIPS).

• “There is only one God. And there is only one go-between for
God and human beings. He is the man Christ Jesus.”
He gave himself to pay for the sins of everyone. That was a witness
given by God at just the right time . . . God our Savior . . . wants
everyone to be saved. He wants them to come to know the truth . . . I
was appointed to be a messenger and an apostle to preach the good
news (1 Timothy 2).

• Jesus is our only hope for reconciliation, from both directions — God
with us and us with God. He reigns as our matchless Mediator — the
cosmic Peacemaker.
After Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, he died. At that moment
the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom (Matthew 27).
Christ died for sins once and for all time. The One who did what is
right died for those who don’t do right. He died to bring you to God
(1 Peter 3).
Brothers and sisters, we are not afraid to enter the Most Holy Room.
We enter boldly because of the blood of Jesus. His way is new
because he lives. It has been opened for us through the curtain. I’m
talking about his body. We also have a great priest over the house of
God. So let us come near to God with an honest and true heart. Let
us come near with a faith that is sure and strong (Hebrews 10).

• The miracle of bringing God and sinners back together as friends is
just the beginning. Amazing as it may seem, the same cross that
restores our fellowship with the Father also reconciles the redeemed
from every tongue and nation to one another. Automatically the saints
have become “best friends forever” — and even better than that, we’re
bonded as brothers and sisters, with God as our Father.
You were without hope and without God in the world. At one time
you were far away from God. But now you belong to Christ Jesus. He
spilled his blood for you. That has brought you near to God. Christ
himself is our peace . . . He wanted to create one new group of people
out of the two. He wanted to make peace between them. He planned
to bring both of them as one body back to God because of the cross.
Christ put their hatred to death on that cross . . . So you are no longer
strangers and outsiders. You are citizens together with God’s people.
You are members of God’s family . . . And because you belong to him,
you too are being built together. You are being made into a house
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where God lives through his Spirit (Ephesians 2).
And Jesus makes people holy, and the people he makes holy belong
to the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers
and sisters (Hebrews 2).

• The precision of his mission also includes the repercussions of the
cross as it disrupts, disarms, dismantles, and defeats the lethal
empire fashioned by Satan’s forces. Days before he reached Calvary,
Jesus said to a Jerusalem audience:
Now it is time for the world to be judged. Now the prince of this world
will be thrown out. But I am going to be lifted up from the earth.
When I am, I will bring all people to myself (John 12).

As one of his hearers summarized decades later:
But you know that Christ came to take our sins away. And there is no
sin in him . . . Those who do what is sinful belong to the devil. They
are just like him. He has been sinning from the beginning. But the Son
of God came to destroy the devil’s work (1 John 3).

• “He forgave us all of our sins . . . He took away the weapons of the
powers and authorities. He made a public show of them. He won the
battle over them by dying on the cross” (Colossians 2).
So Jesus became human like them in order to die for them. By doing
that, he could destroy the one who rules over the kingdom of death.
I’m talking about the devil. Jesus could set people free who were
afraid of death. All their lives they were held as slaves by that fear
(Hebrews 2).
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven. It said, “Now the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God have come. The authority of
his Christ has come. Satan, who brings charges against our brothers
and sisters, has been thrown down . . . They had victory over him by
the blood the Lamb spilled for them (Revelation 12).

• Today, God’s grace manifested in Christ’s death continues to flow
with abounding blessings, far surpassing the crushing consequences
of Adam’s sin. The cornucopia of redemption in Jesus far outweighs
the curse of the Fall.
If one man’s sin put crowds of people at the dead-end abyss of
separation from God, just think what God’s gift poured through one
man, Jesus Christ, will do! There’s no comparison between that deathdealing sin and this generous, life-giving gift . . . can you imagine the
breathtaking recovery life makes, sovereign life, in those who grasp
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with both hands this wildly extravagant life-gift, this grand settingeverything-right, that the one man Jesus Christ provides? . . . All sin
can do is threaten us with death, and that’s the end of it. Grace,
because God is putting everything together again through the
Messiah, invites us into life — a life that goes on and on and on, world
without end (Romans 5, MSG).

• The precision of Christ’s mission in his crucifixion will forever be his
crowning glory. In fact, it secured the very crown he wears right now.
Consider some of the “jewels” in his crown: The curse of sin cannot hold
us because Christ has banished it. The Law cannot condemn us because
his righteousness and his righteous sacrifice — both — have satisfied
God’s justice. Death has no claim on us because when Christ died we died
with him; when he was buried we were buried with him; when he rose
we stepped into a newness of life with him that never ends.
• Viewed through the lens of the slaughtered Lamb, the boastful,
godless illusions of the world have been stripped and exposed. Now
we believers see them for what they really are. Sin may gain temporary
inroads into our lives, but its bondage has been broken by his body,
which was broken for us. Satan was dethroned as ruler over our lives the
moment Jesus cried on the tree, “It is finished!”
• At the cross, God offers each of us a host of remarkable trades: our
depravity for Jesus’ purity; our mortal death for his immortal life; our
despair for a joyous destiny summed up in Christ’s inexhaustible riches;
our defeat and destruction traded for victory in Jesus; our eternal
separation from God replaced by inclusion in God’s family, where now our
substitutionary Sacrifice has become our Elder Brother.
• The central miracle of the mission of the Crucifixion will be forever
the reconciliation of all things back to the Father by the blood that
was shed there (Colossians 1:18-20). God's long-awaited “grand
reversal,” the recapitulation of all creation, is now underway. The lost are
being found. The sick are being healed. The oppressed, liberated. The
shamed, embraced. The guilty, pardoned. The sinned-against, restored.
The condemned, swallowed up in forgiveness and grace. The offenders,
welcomed home. All of this only begins to express the infinite, incomprehensible measure of the potency of Christ’s “atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world”
(1 John 2, NIV).
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How His Spectacular Supremacy Is
Displayed in His Sacred Sufferings
• Christ, and him crucified, is the Alpha and Omega of God’s grand
redemptive mission. His sacrifice has become definitive for all times and
all people — bearing judgment; destroying death; undermining unrighteousness; binding Satan’s minions; banishing shame and fear; liberating
captives; transferring sinners into the empire of the Son.
The Son is the gleaming brightness of God’s glory . . . He provided the
way for people to be made pure from sin. Then he sat down at the
right hand of the King, the Majesty in heaven. So he became higher
than the angels. The name he received is more excellent than theirs
(Hebrews 1).

• The “success” of Christ’s sufferings signifies his supremacy because
the price he paid was nothing less than an offering up of his very own
lifeblood. This blood (and Scripture says that “the life is in the blood”) is
the blood of the preeminent Son of God. Inherently, therefore, it boasts
unfettered potential to cleanse the sins of all people in all the ages. His
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sacrifice, as Son of man and God, is thoroughly sufficient for all who turn
to him in faith for salvation “so that in everything he might have the
supremacy” (Colossians 1, NIV).
• What Jesus did for us on the cross confirms the vastness of the
victory of his sovereign sway. Because he was God’s Son, Jesus’ sacrifice
potentially offers a matchless, inexhaustible provision for the salvation of
all people. However, in the final analysis it provides a limited application,
reserved for those who believe and are saved.
Jesus gave one sacrifice for the sins of the people. He gave it once and
for all time. He did it by offering himself (Hebrews 7).
But now he has appeared once and for all time. He has come at the
end of the ages to do away with sin. He has done that by offering
himself . . . Christ was offered up once. He took away the sins of many
people. He will also come a second time. At that time he will not suffer
for sin. Instead, he will come to bring salvation to those who are
waiting for him (Hebrews 9).

• On the cross, Jesus was revealed to be what Pilate’s sign over his
head declared: “King.” Jesus reigned from the tree. For one day it
became his throne — a costly one for sure, but also priceless. At that
pivotal moment, God’s kingdom broke into the world with a finality that
one day will be so irrepressibly and unavoidably confirmed that we read:
Riding the clouds, he’ll be seen by every eye, those who mocked and
killed him will see him. People from all nations and all times will tear
their clothes in lament. Oh, Yes (Revelation 1, MSG).

• With derision the religious leaders challenged Jesus to come down
from the cross to prove he was God’s Anointed One; ironically, one
day he will “come down”— from heaven itself — publicly vindicating
his rightful kingship over the whole earth.
Above his head they placed the written charge against him. It read:
“This is Jesus, the king of the Jews.” . . . They shook their heads and
said . . . ”Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” . . . “He
saved others,” they said. “But he can’t save himself! He’s the King of
Israel! Let him come down now from the cross! Then we will believe
in him” (Matthew 27).
He will come in blazing fire . . . He will punish those who don’t obey
the good news about our Lord Jesus . . . On that day his glory will be
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seen in his holy people. Everyone who has believed will be amazed
when they see him (2 Thessalonians 1).

• The cross forms the foundation for Jesus’ flourishing, forcefully
advancing, far-flung dominion. Because he fully met the claims of God’s
eternal judgment in the sacrifice of himself for us, Jesus is now
sovereignly calling out and redeeming by his blood a multitude, “which
no one can number” (Revelation 7), drawn from every people, ethnicity,
race, language, generation, and social class in every epoch of human
history. His sufferings match his reign perfectly: redemptive, victorious,
cosmic (see all of Revelation 4-7). His wounds warrant his elevation to be
the empathetic, though just, Judge of all in the hour when the course of
history and nations converge at his feet for final determination about
outcome and destiny.
• However, we must never forget: It is not the power of the cross that
makes Jesus great. It is the greatness of Jesus that makes the cross
powerful!
In his sufferings, He stretched forth His hands and measured out the
world — so that even then He might show that a great multitude
(collected out of all languages and tribes, from the rising of the sun
even to its setting) was about to come under His wings (Lactantius,
fourth-century church father).

• Even on the cross, Jesus’ reign remained fully in force because at that
very moment the impact of his sacrifice ratified the reclamation of
God’s entire creation under Jesus as Lord.
He [Jesus] told them, “This is what is written. The Messiah will suffer.
He will rise from the dead on the third day. His followers will preach
in his name. They will tell others to turn away from their sins and be
forgiven. People from every nation will hear it” (Luke 24).
The reason my Father loves me is that I give up my life. But I will take
it back again. No one takes it from me. I give it up myself . . . I have
other sheep that do not belong to this sheep pen. I must bring them
in too. They also will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock
and one shepherd (John 10).
Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only
one seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds . . . But I am going to
be lifted up from the earth. When I am, I will bring all people to myself
(John 12).
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God was pleased to bring all things back to himself because of what
Christ has done. That includes all things on earth and in heaven. God
made peace through Christ’s blood, through his death on the cross
(Colossians 1).
There were so many that no one could count them. They came from
every nation, tribe, people and language . . . They cried out in a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne. Salvation
also belongs to the Lamb” (Revelation 7).

• Preeminently, in this age, Christ’s kingdom increases wherever God’s
love prevails and conquers — the love most fully exposed at the
cross. Calvary shows how the triune God rules by compassion and
sacrifice, rather than by coercion and force. Good Friday exalts Jesus’
mercy in his majesty, and his majesty by his mercy.
• The love that shines from the cross is magnified by the magnitude of
what it cost Jesus to die there. But the cost of Jesus’ death is magnified
by the magnitude of the glory he left to die for us, and now has received
because of what his sacrificial gift accomplished for us.
• One way the supremacy of God’s Son is displayed on the cross is this:
Every grace the Father has for us is unconditionally guaranteed by
what Jesus did there for us. The ramifications of his death are so
remarkable, its accomplishments are so astonishing, and its
consequences are so comprehensive because the promises of God it
secures have no horizon and no end.
With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn’t hesitate
to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and
exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there
anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? (Romans 8,
MSG).

• The blood that saves and keeps us from hour to hour will never lose
its power. It is infinitely valuable because the cross seals forever the new
covenant and new life Jesus obtained for God’s people “until all the
ransomed church of God is saved to sin no more” (Cowper).
• Christ died for us so that we might live for him to serve him, and him
alone, as supreme Lord of all.
He obeyed God completely, even though it led to his death. In fact,
he died on a cross. So God lifted him up to the highest place . . . When
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the name of Jesus is spoken, everyone’s knee will bow to worship him
. . . Everyone’s mouth will say that Jesus Christ is Lord. And God the
Father will receive the glory (Philippians 2).
Christ died for everyone. He died so that those who live should not
live for themselves anymore. They should live for Christ. He died for
them and was raised again (2 Corinthians 5).
Christ died and came back to life. He did this to become the Lord of
both the dead and the living (1 Thessalonians 5).
. . . we were buried with Christ into his death. Christ has been raised
from the dead by the Father’s glory. And like Christ we also can live a
new life . . . We died with Christ. So we believe that we will also live
with him (Romans 6).
I have been crucified with Christ. I don’t live any longer. Christ lives in
me. My faith in the Son of God helps me to live my life in my body.
He loved me. He gave himself for me (Galatians 2).

• Even on that great day, when God’s promises in Christ reach their
climax, the cross will continue to dominate our vision. It will forever
remain the high watermark of any and all exhibitions of Christ’s
supremacy — unsurpassed throughout endless ages. Since those six
hours of unimaginable agony formed the pinnacle of our Lord’s earthly
mission, should not his holy humiliation inflame every hymn of praise we
raise to exalt his reign?
• Forever, the Lion of Judah will be hailed as the Lamb of God
(Revelation 5). The feast at Heaven’s grand reunion at the end of this age
is called the “marriage supper of the Lamb” (Revelation 19). It’s the Lamb
who is seen unleashing God’s judgments on the wicked of the earth
(Revelation 6). It’s the Lamb who monopolizes as the magnet of majestic
worship in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21). It’s the Lamb on the throne
who releases an endless river of rule and renewal for the saints of God
(Revelation 22).
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The Wrap
Renowned pastor/theologian John Piper suggests in one of his popular
books that Scripture documents fifty reasons why Jesus died. Fifty! Even with
all we’ve covered in this section, we may not have explored every reason on
Piper’s list, at least not at the level each deserves.
On the other hand, looking back over our journey into the “mission of Christ’s
crucifixion” it may be that fifty reasons are far too few! After all, we “nailed
the Lord of glory to the cross” (1 Corinthians 2, emphasis added). How can we
adequately innumerate “the incalculable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3,
PHILLIPS) made ours because he died for us?
At the same time, Christ crucified is also the foundation, the fountainhead,
and in many ways, the grand finale of the Consummation that lies before us.
Surely a list of 50 or even 500 reasons for the cross is only the beginning!
Vital to our study of the Crucifixion, therefore, is our understanding of this
truth: To say “Christ is now” is to imply that, though his sacrifice was given
“once for all,” the cross continues to define the fullness of “him who fills all
in all” right now.
It’s obvious the Crucifixion remained “present tense” for Paul. For example,
he firmly declared in Galatians 6, “I never want to brag about anything
except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Or again in 1 Corinthians 2 he
wrote, “My goal while I was with you was to talk about only one thing. And
that was Jesus Christ and his death on the cross.”
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On a more personal level, Paul’s own pursuit of a deepening relationship
with Christ included a constant focus on the meaning of the cross for him
right now. This ambition of his should be ours as well:
I consider everything to be nothing compared to knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. To know him is the best thing of all . . . I want to know
the power that raised him from the dead. I want to share in his
sufferings. I want to become like him by sharing in his death
(Philippians 3).

The cross was also “now” for the writer of Hebrews. Recall, for example, how
he portrays, page after page, the ongoing high priestly work of Christ.
Hebrews names Jesus as our sacrifice for our sin as well as our mediator
presenting that sacrifice in Heaven’s Sanctuary.
He entered heaven itself. He did it to stand in front of God for us. He
is there right now . . . But Christ did not enter heaven to offer himself
again and again . . . He has come at the end of the ages to do away
with sin. He has done that by offering himself (Hebrews 9).

Every day, believers inhabit what Paul calls “heavenly realms” (Ephesians 2).
This is due to our saving union with God’s Son. This means that every day we
must continue to “come to Jesus, mediator of a new agreement, and to the
cleansing of blood, which tells a better story than the age-old sacrifice of
Abel” (Hebrews 12, PHILLIPS). That’s why Scripture exhorts believers to seize
hold of all the privileges the cross opens for us right now.
Brothers and sisters, we are not afraid to enter the Most Holy Room.
We enter boldly because of the blood of Jesus. His way is new
because he lives. It has been opened for us through the curtain. I’m
talking about his body (Hebrews 10).

Finally, every day we walk in fellowship with Christ, let us never cease to
celebrate the love God showed us on the cross. Not only did Jesus die for us
because he had to, but also because he was glad to. Scot McKnight says it
well: “As we face the cross, then, we can say to ourselves both ‘I did it, my sins
sent him there’ and ‘he did it, his love took him there.’ ”
On that fateful day, Christ was consumed with passion in two directions: a
passion to reconcile all creation back to the Father in order to display forever
the glory of God, and a passion for each of us to be a part of that spectacular
“recapitulation” of all things in Jesus (as the church fathers termed the
impending renovation of heaven and earth).
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His pain was our gain. His agony reclaimed our destiny.
“He paid no attention to the shame of the cross. He suffered there because
of the joy he was looking forward to. Then he sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God” (Hebrews 12). And we, redeemed by his blood, giving
glory to his Father, are and will be forevermore that joy!
It can never be proclaimed too many times: “The Lamb, who was put to
death, is worthy! He is worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
strength! He is worthy to receive honor and glory and praise!” (Revelation 5).
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By the Re-creation of
His Resurrection
On December 12, 1931, on a New York City street, Winston Churchill was
struck by a car going 30 miles per hour. Said the future Prime Minister: “I do
not know why I was not broken like an eggshell or squashed like a
gooseberry.” What if he had been killed? What might have been the outcome
of World War II, not only for Britain but also for the world?
Or what if Abraham Lincoln had survived Booth’s assassination attempt and
lived to oversee the aftermath of the Civil War? Considering Lincoln’s many
farsighted gifts of leadership, how might the whole course of reconciliation,
healing, and reconstruction transformed the landscape of race relations for
future generations?
These are examples of counterfactuals. A counterfactual is a way to think
about how history might be rewritten if specific events had turned out
differently, such as: “If I had known she wasn’t coming, then I would not have
waited for her.”
So, consider this counterfactual: What if Jesus had not risen from the dead?
What if his body had decomposed in a borrowed tomb that later became a
shrine to which people would make sacred pilgrimages to honor a moral
revolutionary? What then? What would be different about the course of
history, or about the shape of Christianity? Would it even have any shape at
all? What about you personally: Would that change what you believe, how
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you live, what you hope? For a Christian, pondering such a counterfactual
should make one shutter.
Thankfully, one certain “factual” is the One celebrated in a verse of Charles
Wesley's popular Easter hymn:
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!

Or, as we read in the words of 1 Corinthians 15:
Death came because of what a man did. Rising from the dead also
comes because of what a man did. Because of Adam, all people die.
So because of Christ, all will be made alive.

Christianity is the only religion in the world that depends on a miracle for its
raison d’être — its reason to exist. Other faiths may acknowledge miracles,
but the Christian movement stands or falls based on the historicity of one
grand miracle — which also happens to be one of the greatest miracles ever!
Among spiritual founders, prophets, and leaders of world religions, the
resurrection of our Founder and Leader remains unprecedented, lifting
Christ beyond all competitors and contenders for the Throne of the universe.
Resurrection, in the final sense, has happened to one person and one only
— the One who says to all his followers: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and
the Last. I am the Living One. I was dead. But look! I am alive for ever and
ever! And I hold the keys to Death and Hell” (Revelation 1).
With this great news comes a parallel fact of similar weight. To paraphrase
N. T. Wright: “Other religions take bad men and try to make them better.
Christianity takes dead men and makes them alive in Christ.” When Paul
writes in 1 Corinthians 15 that “as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive,” he is only beginning to explore how our union with the Savior,
who physically and permanently defeated death, causes us not only to
regain but also to surpass all that the first Adam forfeited by his deadly
rebellion!
Here is one other insight to consider before we take up an overview of what
Jesus’ resurrection means for us:
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The total number of New Testament passages concerning Christ’s
resurrection nearly equals the combined total of passages that are specifically
focused on his incarnation, crucifixion, and ascension. This does not mean
his resurrection is more important; all four dimensions of who Christ is for
us remain forever inseparable. But clearly, in the preaching of Acts and the
teachings of the epistles — even in Jesus’ earthly ministry — the Resurrection
forms the dominant theme. It is pervasive!
Take for example the public preaching in Acts: The cross, as a theological
doctrine, appears to be virtually nonexistent. The message of the
Resurrection, however, dominates everywhere the Apostles go!
Let’s begin our exploration with a few summary observations based on
Scripture. Then, we’ll feast on a thrilling overview of the key, promise-filled
passages on Christ’s resurrection.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

The Resurrection vindicated Christ’s person and validated his work.
The nature and triumphs of the Resurrection are truly awesome.
Here are some ways the Gospels reflect on Jesus’ resurrection.
This is how the Apostles proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection.

The early church interpreted Jesus’ resurrection in astounding terms.

The Resurrection Vindicated Christ’s Person
and Validated His Work
• Christ’s resurrection was not a “consolation prize” for his sufferings.
Rather, it was the public declaration of God’s total satisfaction with the
redemption he accomplished for us all. The impact of the sacrifice of
God’s Son for our sins was as immense as God himself, and consequently
precious and fully sufficient. By the Resurrection, God openly said so! It
was the only proper reward — it was the highest commendation — the
Father could give for what the Son provided in his death on our behalf.
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• Since Christ is God, death on a cross could never be the final chapter
— he could not remain indefinitely entombed. Cold stone could not
contain the Prince of Life for long. Though Jesus humbled himself as a
servant and was obedient unto death on Golgotha, his claim to sonship
was manifested when the Spirit’s power raised him victorious over the
grave (Romans 1; Philippians 2). Freed from the tomb forevermore, Jesus
remains and reigns, resoundingly, as God’s promised Messiah and Lord.
• Now, all of Christ's claims and aims have been justified and ratified.
His incarnation, earthly ministry, miracles, teachings, and sacrificial death
have been declared permanently praiseworthy for all ages to come. The
Lamb, once slain, can now be given all glory, honor, power, and blessing
because, delivered from death’s dirges, he lives evermore to receive
unending accolades from heaven and earth.
• His resurrection was the turning point in his ministry to the nations.
He stepped forth from the grave no longer regarded as a Son and
Savior of weakness, humility, lowliness, and agony. Today he is the
revered Son and Savior of power and sovereignty, of majesty and
victory. The servant of all became the greatest of all. Going down, he
took our degradation with him; then he rose up, bringing all who will
ever be redeemed with him.
• Jesus, raised from the dead, is God’s irrevocable “YES!” for us to
cheer. Just as the cross was God’s “NO!” to our fallenness, our rebellion,
and our unrighteousness, Jesus alive is God’s affirmation of his creation,
his eternal purposes, his plan of salvation, and everything and everyone
that comes out of the grave with the undefeated Redeemer.
• In Jesus our standing before God has become invincible. It is sure and
unshakeable, just like the One who rules us and fills us by his
indestructible life. On the other hand, for those outside of the risen Christ
there is nothing left but God’s wrath and eternal destruction.
• Further, Jesus’ resurrection prepared the way for his ascension. It set
the stage for his ultimate vindication and validation when forty days later
he was enthroned at the Father’s right hand. His resurrection was the
prelude to his coronation — that impending moment when the Lamb who
was slain would take his place at the center of the Throne (Revelation 5).
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• Because Jesus defeated death decisively, he could rise again to rule
over his subjects in a kingdom that will have no end. This is why the
early Christians who served him so passionately also crowned him with a
roll call of royal titles previously reserved for Yahweh alone.
• From the beginning, this glorious outcome was how it always was
meant to be.
But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet
when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many
descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’s good plan will
prosper in his hands. When he sees all that is accomplished by his
anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my
righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted
righteous, for he will bear all their sins. I will give him the honors of a
victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death (Isaiah 53,
emphasis added).
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The Nature and Triumphs of the
Resurrection Are Truly Awesome
• “The keys of death were hung on the inside of Christ’s tomb.”
If any were to be raised from the dead, never to die again, Christ
would have to die for them, enter the tomb, take the keys, and unlock
the door of death from the inside (John Piper).

• This kind of resurrection life was unknown before Christ’s triumph.
Even Lazarus, temporarily brought back from the grave (John 11), finally
had to die again. However, Jesus didn’t come back to life like that. Rather,
he died and three days later entered into a wholly unprecedented
expression of life never before witnessed in the universe — a creation to
be sure, but also not of this creation. We might call his resurrection a REcreation — the unveiling of a wholly unprecedented expression of life
never before witnessed in the universe; the first installment of the
thoroughly renovated heaven and earth promised us in the age to come.
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• Out of a rich man’s tomb, a radically fresh kind of existence emerged
within time and space and history. That’s because Jesus, in his deathdefying supremacy, proved to be sufficient for the reconstituting and
replacing of everything perishing under the judgments of the Lord.
• As the “man from heaven,” Jesus has shown the way for all creation
to rise together to share in a future filled with the vibrancy of the
living God (1 Corinthians 15). The world is now, and forever shall be, a
very different place because its glorious outcome is guaranteed. In fact,
it has already arrived through the crucial battle won for us by the King of
Glory.
• Jesus’ victory encompasses “the new order of the ages.” The old order
of things — corrupted and depraved, filled with evil, sin, suffering and
death’s doom — has now been replaced by a new creation. It is a brand
new beginning able to produce the fruits of health, wholeness, holiness,
righteousness, godliness, truth, and unfailing love.
• Jesus himself, alive forever, is that re-creation in bodily form. He
embodies the promised new order, the anticipated new beginning. He is
the prophesied “inbreaking” of the age to come. We can catch a glimpse
of it right now as we grow to know more about our risen Lord.
• It is clear: God is not willing to relinquish his old creation, leaving it
to be dismantled and obliterated because of our sin. Instead, through
our risen Jesus, God is now in the business of making all things new.
The Resurrection and Ascension cannot be understood in any other
way than as the starting point for a new world . . . the key to history.
He is the one who embodies and accomplishes God’s mission for all
creation. He is the focal point of the Bible’s grand narrative (N. T.
Wright, emphasis added).

• After being mortally wounded, Jesus turned death back on itself. He
defused death — he swallowed it up in life — so we see what immortality
in its fullness really looks like when we look at him.
• In Christ the ashes of our fatal corruption are replaced by the
boundless incorruption of his liberated body and life-giving spirit
(1 Corinthians 15). In him our mourning and grief are replaced by
everlasting comfort and gladness because the second Adam makes us part
of a new race (Romans 5). In Jesus, unmitigated despair and hopelessness
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are replaced by a place among the saints so we can live out the fulfillment
of every promise secured by his victory (See all of Isaiah 61).
• Death dethroned us; but Christ rose to own us. Alive in him, we belong
to him, exclusively. As our ever-living sovereign, we are bound to him, as
it were, the way a wife is bound to her husband in order that through that
union we might bring forth lasting fruit for God (Romans 7).
• Jesus’ resurrection triumph vanquished our deadliest foes: sin, evil,
Satan, death. At the same time, he delivered his people from the
judgment to come. By overcoming death he showed us how, through
himself, we also will ultimately overcome all of the misery, pain, futility,
decay, division, disruption, and disaster that poisons this old creation.
Thus, all of the deadly desperations of our existence have proven to be
far less potent than Christ’s unsurpassed victory on our behalf.
• Tasting death for each of us, Christ bound the Strong Man to spoil
him of his prey. He conquered the Tyrant of Hell, releasing us from the
dread of the dead. Bruising the Serpent’s head, Jesus defanged that
snake’s ability to use the venom of the fear of death to paralyze us. Then
Jesus pointed everyone to himself as the “exit door” from the tomb of
death into life everlasting.
• Because of the risen Son of God, futility and despair have been
silenced. The Father proclaims to the ends of the earth one decisive
shout of hope: “He is risen!” The Good News of re-creation rings
throughout the universe.
• This world does not belong to the Prince of Darkness. It has become
the sole inheritance of our crucified and risen Victor. Our risen Lord
Jesus Christ has permanently absorbed the sting of death, dispelled the
fear of death, renounced the curse of death, and disengaged the clutch of
death.
• The gospel of Christ assures the world that death may now be
regarded as abnormal. Life in Christ, revealed in his resurrection, is now
the “new normal” destined to replace the sorrow-filled shroud that
presently covers the whole earth. The hope of the gospel is nothing less
than the hope of a new creation in Jesus ultimately designed to replace
everything currently perishing.
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• Christ is the “firstborn” from among the dead (Colossians 1). This
means as the first to rise again, he has become for all saints the
fountainhead of eternal life. It means he is the first installment, the
harbinger, pointing toward many others destined to join him in the same
victory (Romans 8; Hebrews 2).
• Jesus is the “firstfruits” of those who will be raised from the dead
(1 Corinthians 15). In him we behold the initial wave of a grand harvest
of similarly resurrected followers just waiting to be gathered in. His
triumph has set in motion everything that assures our own victory.
• He is the “first installment” of the renovated heaven and earth that
lies just ahead. Jesus alive forevermore is the prototype of what we shall
become. On the day we see him we shall be like him when we see him as
he is (1 John 3). When he comes he will transform our mortal bodies into
copies of his glorious body (Philippians 3).
• “Make no mistake: If he rose at all, it was as His body; if the cells’
dissolution did not reverse, the molecules reknit, the amino acids
rekindle, the Church will fail . . .”
Let us not mock God with metaphor, analogy, sidestepping
transcendence, make of the event a parable . . . The stone is rolled
back, not papier-mache, not a stone in a story, but the vast rock of
materiality that in the slow grinding of time will eclipse for each of
us the wide light of day (John Updyke).
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Here Are Some Ways the Gospels Reflect
on Jesus’ Resurrection
• The Day of Resurrection appeared in a person.
Jesus said . . . “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes
in me will live, even if they die. And whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11).

• The Resurrection fulfilled Old Testament promises.
Jesus said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you.
Everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and
the Psalms must come true.” Then he opened their minds so they
could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is
written. The Messiah will suffer. He will rise from the dead on the third
day . . . You have seen these things with your own eyes” (Luke 24).

• The Resurrection made Jesus the locus and focus of all worship.
Jesus answered them, “When you destroy this temple, I will raise it up
again in three days” . . . but the temple Jesus had spoken about was
his body . . . after he had been raised from the dead [then] they
believed the Scripture. They also believed the words that Jesus had
spoken (John 2).

• The Resurrection restored Jesus to his rightful place in
God’s purposes.
Jesus said to [the chief priests and the Pharisees], “Haven’t you ever
read what the Scriptures say, ‘The stone the builders didn’t accept has
become the most important stone of all’ . . . Anyone who falls on that
stone will be broken to pieces. But the stone will crush anyone it falls
on” (Matthew 21).

• The Resurrection confirmed Jesus as the perfect leader for
his people.
Jesus said, “I give my life for the sheep . . . Then there will be one flock
and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I give up my
life. But I will take it back again. No one takes it from me. I give it up
myself. I have the authority to give it up. And I have the authority to
take it back again. I received this command from my Father” (John 10).

• Jesus’ actual resurrection was preceded by a resurrection-type
breakthrough.
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There in front of them his appearance was changed. His face shone
like the sun. His clothes became as white as the light . . . A voice from
the cloud said, “This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased with
him. Listen to him!” . . . Jesus told them what to do. “Don’t tell anyone
what you have seen,” he said. “Wait until the Son of Man has been
raised from the dead” (Matthew 17).

• The Resurrection vindicated his claims.
[Jesus] answered, “Evil and unfaithful people ask for a sign! But
none will be given except the sign of the prophet Jonah. Jonah was
in the belly of a huge fish for three days and three nights.
Something like that will happen to the Son of Man. He will spend
three days and three nights in the grave . . . now one who is more
important than Jonah is here” (Matthew 12).

• The promised and certain results of his resurrection formed his core
defense at his trial.
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah? Are you the
Son of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One. You will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14).

• Jesus’ victory over death was revealed vividly and concretely to
his disciples.
Jesus said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do you have doubts
in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It’s really me! Touch me
and see. A ghost does not have a body or bones. But you can see that
I do.” After he said that, he showed them his hands and feet. But they
still did not believe it. They were amazed and filled with joy. So Jesus
asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a
piece of cooked fish. He took it and ate it in front of them . . . He told
them, “This is what is written. The Messiah will suffer. He will rise from
the dead on the third day” (Luke 24).

• His victory over death was experienced intimately by his disciples.
Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “May peace be with
you!” Then he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were
very happy when they saw the Lord . . . Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here. See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into
my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord
and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have
believed” (John 20).
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• His victory over death was explored intensively by his disciples.
After his suffering and death, he appeared to them. In many ways he
proved that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 40
days. During that time he spoke about God’s kingdom. One day Jesus
was eating with them. He gave them a command . . . “you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will tell people
about me . . . from one end of the earth to the other” (Acts 1).

• The Resurrection turned the disciples’ shock and sorrow into their
greatest joy.
They came together in Galilee. Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of
Man is going to be handed over to men. They will kill him. On the
third day he will rise from the dead.” Then the disciples were filled with
deep sadness (Matthew 17).
So [Jesus] said to them . . . “Now it’s your time to be sad. But I will see
you again. Then you will be full of joy. And no one will take your joy
away” (John 16).

• The Resurrection set the disciples’ hearts on fire.
Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are! How long it takes you to
believe all that the prophets said! Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer
these things and then receive his glory?” . . . They said to each other,
“He explained to us what the Scriptures meant. Weren’t we excited as
he talked with us on the road?” (Luke 24).

• The Raised One proved he was able and ready to raise others too.
The Father raises the dead and gives them life. In the same way, the
Son gives life to anyone he wants to . . . Anyone who hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal life. They will not be
judged. They have crossed over from death to life . . . A time is coming
for me to give life. In fact, it has already begun. The dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God. Those who hear it will live . . . A time is
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice. They will
all come out of their graves (John 5).
My Father wants all who look to the Son and believe in him to have
eternal life. I will raise them up on the last day . . . No one can come
to me unless the Father who sent me brings them. Then I will raise
them up on the last day (John 6).

• The Resurrection is indispensable to the success of his mission.
Jesus replied . . . “I will build my church. The gates of hell will not be
strong enough to destroy it” . . . From that time on Jesus began to
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explain to his disciples what would happen to him . . . [that] he must
be killed and on the third day rise to life again (Matthew 16).

• Jesus told his disciples to spread his victory over death to the
nations.
When they saw him, they worshiped him. But some still had their
doubts. Then Jesus came to them. He said, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. So you must go and make
disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to
the very end” (Matthew 28).

• Bottom line: Jesus is no longer among the dead, just as he said.
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? Jesus is not here!
He has risen! Remember how he told you he would rise. It was while
he was still with you in Galilee. He said, ‘The Son of Man must be
handed over to sinful people. He must be nailed to a cross. On the
third day he will rise from the dead’ “ (Luke 24).
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This Is How the Apostles Proclaimed
Jesus’ Resurrection
• The Resurrection was a core theme proclaimed at Pentecost.
In a loud voice [Peter] spoke to the crowd . . . “You nailed him to the
cross. But God raised him from the dead. He set him free from the
suffering of death. It wasn’t possible for death to keep its hold on
Jesus. David spoke about him. He said . . . ‘my heart is glad and joy is
on my tongue. My whole body will be full of hope. You will not leave
me in the place of the dead. You will not let your holy one rot away.
You always show me the path that leads to life’ . . . David saw what
was coming. So he spoke about the Messiah rising from the dead. He
said that the Messiah would not be left in the place of the dead. His
body wouldn’t rot in the ground. God has raised this same Jesus back
to life. We are all witnesses of this. Jesus has been given a place of
honor at the right hand of God . . . You nailed Jesus to the cross. But
God has made him both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2).
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• Peter’s defense in the temple made much of the Resurrection.
[Peter] said . . . “You killed the one who gives life. But God raised him
from the dead. We are witnesses of this . . . The time will come when
the Lord will make everything new. He will send the Messiah. Jesus
has been appointed as the Messiah for you . . . God raised up Jesus,
who serves him. God sent him first to you. He did it to bless you”
(Acts 3).

• Peter and John confronted Jewish religious leaders with it.
Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said to them, “You nailed Jesus
Christ of Nazareth to the cross. But God raised him from the dead . . .
Scripture says that Jesus is ‘the stone you builders did not accept. But
it has become the most important stone of all.’ You can’t be saved by
believing in anyone else. God has given people no other name under
heaven that will save them (Acts 4).

• The new believers prayed to become God’s empowered witnesses
to Jesus’ resurrection.
Then they raised their voices together in prayer to God . . . “Help us to
be very bold when we speak your word. Stretch out your hand to
heal. Do signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant
Jesus” . . . They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. They were bold
when they spoke God’s word . . . With great power the apostles . . .
were telling people that the Lord Jesus had risen from the dead
(Acts 4).

• The message of the Resurrection was God’s final offer to to his
people in Jerusalem.
Peter and the other apostles replied, “We must obey God instead of
people! You had Jesus killed by nailing him to a cross. But the God of
our people raised Jesus from the dead. Now Jesus is Prince and Savior.
God has proved this by giving him a place of honor with him . . . We
are telling people about these things. And so is the Holy Spirit. God
has given the Spirit to those who obey him” (Acts 5).

• That same offer which focused on the Resurrection, converted the
first Gentiles.
Then Peter began to speak . . . “[This is] the good news of peace
through Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all . . . You know how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power . . . They killed
him by nailing him to a cross. But on the third day God raised him
from the dead. God allowed Jesus to be seen. But he wasn’t seen by
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all the people. He was seen only by us. We are witnesses whom God
had already chosen. We ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead . . . He told us to tell people that he is the one appointed by God
to judge the living and the dead” . . . While Peter was still speaking,
the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message (Acts 10).

• The Resurrection account formed the heart of Paul’s witness to
Jewish synagogues.
This message of salvation has been sent to us . . . The people and their
rulers had no reason at all for sentencing Jesus to death . . . Then they
took him down from the cross. They laid him in a tomb. But God
raised him from the dead. For many days he was seen by those who
had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. Now they are telling
our people about Jesus . . . What God promised our people long ago
he has done for us, their children . . . God raised Jesus from the dead.
He will never rot in the grave . . . I announce to you that your sins can
be forgiven because of what Jesus has done (Acts 13).

• The truth of the Resurrection shaped Paul’s witness to Athenian
philosophers.
[Philosophers] said, “He seems to be telling us about gods we’ve never
heard of.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news
about Jesus. He was telling them that Jesus had risen from the dead
. . . Then Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus. He said . . .
“Now I am going to tell you about this ‘unknown god’ [you worship]
. . . He has set a day when he will judge the world fairly. He has
appointed a man to be its judge. God has proved this to everyone by
raising that man from the dead” (Acts 17).
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• Paul ended up on trial precisely for proclaiming the Resurrection as
Israel’s ultimate hope.
I believe everything that is in keeping with what is written in the
Prophets. I have the same hope in God that these men themselves
have. I believe that both the godly and the ungodly will rise from the
dead . . . I believe that people will rise from the dead. That is why I am
on trial here today (Acts 24).
Those bringing charges against [Paul] got up to speak . . . they argued
with him about their own beliefs. They didn’t agree about a man
named Jesus. They said Jesus was dead, but Paul claimed Jesus was
alive (Acts 25).
Today I am on trial because of the hope I have. I believe in what God
promised our people long ago. It is the promise that our 12 tribes are
hoping to see come true. Because of this hope they serve God with
faithful and honest hearts day and night . . . It is also because of this
hope that these Jews are bringing charges against me. Why should
any of you think it is impossible for God to raise the dead? (Acts 26).

• In his courtroom defense, Paul turned the Resurrection into the
grand appeal of his closing argument.
I was on the road. I saw a light coming from heaven. It was brighter
than the sun. It was shining around me and my companions. We all
fell to the ground. I heard a voice speak to me in the Aramaic
language. “Saul! Saul!” it said. “Why are you opposing me? It is hard
for you to go against what you know is right.” Then I asked, “Who are
you, Lord?” “I am Jesus,” the Lord replied. “I am the one you are
opposing. Now get up. Stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to
appoint you to serve me. And you must tell other people about me.
You must tell others that you have seen me today” . . . I obeyed the
vision that appeared from heaven . . . So I stand here and tell you what
is true. I tell it to everyone, both small and great. I have been saying
nothing different from what the prophets and Moses said would
happen. They said the Messiah would suffer. He would be the first to
rise from the dead. He would bring the message of God’s light. He
would bring it to his own people and to the Gentiles (Acts 26).
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The Early Church Interpreted Jesus'
Resurrection in Astounding Terms
• Christ’s resurrection vindicates his sonship.
The Good News is about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into
King David’s family line, and he was shown to be the Son of God when
he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is
Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 1, NLT).

• The Resurrection frees the Son to bring his Father praise forever.
We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he
will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. When
he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives,
he lives for the glory of God (Romans 6, NLT).

• True immortality now is manifested by Jesus’ triumph over
the grave.
. . . that was his plan from before the beginning of time — to show us
his grace through Christ Jesus. And now he has made all of this plain
to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power
of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through the
Good News (2 Timothy 1, NLT).

• Raised from death, the Lord Jesus Christ has become supreme
over all.
God rescued us from dead-end alleys and dark dungeons. He’s set us
up in the kingdom of the Son he loves so much, the Son who got us
out of the pit we were in, got rid of the sins we were doomed to keep
repeating . . . He was supreme in the beginning and — leading the
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resurrection parade — he is supreme in the end. From beginning to
end he’s there, towering far above everything, everyone (Colossians 1,
MSG).
Christ died and rose again for this very purpose — to be Lord both of
the living and of the dead (Romans 14, NLT).

• Raised from the dead, Christ has now been raised on high.
And you will know his great power. It can’t be compared with
anything else. His power works for us who believe. It is the same
mighty strength God showed when he raised Christ from the dead.
God seated him at his right hand in his heavenly kingdom. There
Christ sits far above all who rule and have authority (Ephesians 1).

• Resurrection and exaltation go together for the Risen One.
He was humble and obeyed God completely. He did this even though
it led to his death. Even worse, he died on a cross! So God lifted him
up to the highest place. God gave him the name that is above every
name (Philippians 2).

• There is no Good News apart from Jesus’ victory over the grave.
Because you believed the good news, you are saved. But you must
hold firmly to the message I preached to you . . . it is the most
important of all. Here is what it is. Christ died for our sins, just as
Scripture said he would. He was buried. He was raised from the dead
on the third day, just as Scripture said he would be. He appeared to
Peter. Then he appeared to the 12 apostles. After that, he appeared
to more than 500 brothers and sisters at the same time . . . He
appeared to James. Then he appeared to all the apostles. Last of all,
he also appeared to me (1 Corinthians 15).

• The truth of the Resurrection is decisive for our eternal destiny. If
Jesus had not been raised from the dead, life everlasting would not
be an option; it would not even exist!
We have preached that Christ has been raised from the dead . . . if
Christ has not been raised, what we preach doesn’t mean anything
. . . if Christ has not been raised, your faith doesn’t mean anything.
Your sins have not been forgiven. Those who have died believing in
Christ are also lost . . . But Christ really has been raised from the dead.
He is the first of all those who will rise. Death came because of what
a man did. Rising from the dead also comes because of what a man
did. Because of Adam, all people die. So because of Christ, all will be
made alive (1 Corinthians 15).
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• Therefore, the Resurrection is the one truth the Church must
claim and proclaim for all to hear.
If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved . . . But how can they
call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can
they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can
they hear about him unless someone tells them? (Romans 10, NLT).

• Risen again, our Lord Jesus ratifies and applies God’s covenant
with God’s people.
Now may the God of peace — who brought up from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal
covenant with his blood — may he equip you with all you need for
doing his will . . . through the power of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 13, NLT).

• Much was accomplished the day Jesus defeated death.
For example, rising he justified us freely forever.
God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was handed over to die
because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with
God (Romans 4, NLT).

• Our Savior rose for us to give us a whole new beginning.
Because you belong to Christ, you have been made complete. He is
the ruler over every power and authority . . . you were buried together
with Christ . . . you were raised to life by believing in God’s work. God
himself raised Jesus from the dead . . . God gave you new life together
with Christ. He forgave us all of our sins (Colossians 2).

• His resurrection has created a whole new world for us.
Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have
all died to our old life. He died for everyone so that those who receive
his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live
for Christ, who died and was raised for them . . . This means that
anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life
is gone; a new life has begun! (2 Corinthians 5, NLT).

• In our union with him in his risen life, Christ makes us truly alive
even now.
For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his
Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved
through the life of his Son (Romans 5, NLT).
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• He rose again for us then so that we can triumph now.
Who then will condemn us? No one — for Christ Jesus died for us and
was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s
right hand, pleading for us . . . overwhelming victory is ours through
Christ, who loved us (Romans 8, NLT).

• Our Lord Jesus Christ defeated death for us then, so that we can
prosper now.
What does not last will be dressed with what lasts forever. What dies
will be dressed with what does not die. Then what is written will come
true. It says, “Death has been swallowed up. It has lost the battle.”
Death, where is the victory you thought you had? Death, where is
your sting? The sting of death is sin. And the power of sin is the law.
But let us give thanks to God! He gives us the victory because of what
our Lord Jesus Christ has done . . . Because you belong to the Lord,
you know that your work is not worthless (1 Corinthians 15).

• Jesus alive from the dead removes for us the fear of death.
But we do see Jesus already given a crown of glory and honor. He was
made a lower than the angels for a little while. He suffered death. By
the grace of God, he tasted death for everyone. That is why he was
given his crown . . . By doing this, he could break the power of the
devil. The devil is the one who rules over the kingdom of death. Jesus
could set people free who were afraid of death. All their lives they
were held as slaves by that fear . . . Then he could serve God as a kind
and faithful high priest (Hebrews 2).

• His indestructible life qualifies him to be our high priest forever.
He has become a priest because of his powerful life. His life can never
be destroyed . . . Jesus lives forever. So he always holds the office of
priest. People now come to God through him. And he is able to save
them completely and for all time. Jesus lives forever (Hebrews 7).

• Victorious over the grave, Christ brings us into a living hope.
We have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the
dead. Now we live with great expectation . . . Through Christ you have
come to trust in God. And you have placed your faith and hope in
God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory
(1 Peter 1, NLT).

• Risen and evermore alive, Jesus unlocks the gates of the
grave for us.
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Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died,
but look — I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death
and the grave (Revelation 1).

• Because we belong to a risen Savior, we can walk with him right
out of the tomb.
By being baptized, we were buried with Christ into his death. Christ
has been raised from the dead by the Father’s glory. And like Christ
we also can live a new life. By being baptized, we have been joined
with him in a death like his. So we will certainly also be joined with
him in a resurrection like his . . . We died with Christ. So we believe
that we will also live with him . . . When he died, he died once and for
all time. He did this to break the power of sin. Now that he lives, he
lives in the power of God. In the same way, consider yourselves to be
dead as far as sin is concerned. Now you believe in Christ Jesus. So
consider yourselves to be alive as far as God is concerned (Romans 6).

• Right now, Jesus quickens us to serve with him in
resurrection glory.
God loves us deeply. He is full of mercy. So he gave us new life
because of what Christ has done. He gave us life even when we were
dead in sin. God’s grace has saved you. God raised us up with Christ.
He has seated us with him in his heavenly kingdom because we
belong to Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2).

• To know the risen Jesus is to know the power of the
Resurrection day by day.
Even more, I consider everything to be nothing compared to knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord . . . I want to be joined to him . . . I want to know
the power that raised him from the dead. I want to share in his
sufferings. I want to become like him by sharing in his death. Then by
God’s grace I will rise from the dead (Philippians 3).

• Risen to begin reigning over everything, Jesus deserves to be
the constant focus of the Church’s daily existence.
So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ,
act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle
along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in front of
you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ — that’s
where the action is. See things from his perspective. Your old life is
dead. Your new life, which is your real life — even though invisible to
spectators — is with Christ in God. He is your life. When Christ (your
real life, remember) shows up again on this earth, you’ll show up, too
— the real you, the glorious you (Colossians 3, MSG).
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• His resurrection impacts our present just as it guarantees
our future.
We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with
Jesus and present us to himself together with you . . . That is why we
never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being
renewed every day (2 Corinthians 4, NLT).

• The Risen One intends no less than to resurrect us with him in
order to be like him.
We believe that Jesus died and rose again. When he returns, many
who believe in him will have died already. We believe that God will
bring them back with Jesus . . . The Lord himself will come down from
heaven . . . Many who believe in Christ will have died already. They
will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them . . . And we will be with him forever
(1 Thessalonians 4).

• His glorious body forms the prototype of ours to come.
He has the power to bring everything under his control. By his power
he will change our earthly bodies. They will become like his glorious
body (Philippians 3).

• As the Risen One, he is also the Returning One.
Grace and peace to you from . . . Jesus Christ . . . the first to rise from
the dead, and the ruler of all the kings of the world . . . Look! He comes
with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him (Revelation 1).

• One day Christ will resurrect a multitude to share with him in his
eternal reign.
I saw thrones. Those put in charge of judgment sat on the thrones. I
also saw the souls of those beheaded because of their witness to
Jesus and the Word of God . . . they lived and reigned with Christ for
a thousand years . . . This is the first resurrection — and those involved
most blessed, most holy. No second death for them! They’re priests
of God and Christ; they’ll reign with him a thousand years
(Revelation 20).
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The Wrap
There’s a cemetery plot, somewhere out there, waiting for your
corpse. Regardless of who and where you are, you will one day be
quite dead. The universe roles around us frenetically, and, in every
single case, it eventually kills us.

So warns Russell Moore. But thankfully he doesn’t leave us there, adding the
reason for Christian hope:
Jesus doesn’t promise us an ‘afterlife.’ He promises us life — and that
everlasting. In his resurrection, Jesus has gone before us as a pioneer
of the new creation. Jesus calls us into his life [which is] wild and
exhilarating and unpredictable.

Precisely.
In the Resurrection, the RE-creation of the old creation has begun. Just as
the Incarnation draws its meaning from the first creation, just as the
Crucifixion was necessitated by the helpless condition of a fallen creation,
even so, the Resurrection permanently positions all believers within a new
creation — at this very moment.
Because Christ arose, we have been born again to a living hope (1 Peter 1).
No longer do any of us need to look for the living among the dead (Luke 24).
For Christ, death is past; it lies behind him, never to be faced again. Even so,
his resurrection encourages anticipation of — even more, direct participation
in — his indestructible kind of life (Hebrews 9), ordained by God to bring
about, in the end, the renewal and recapitulation of the entire universe.
Christian F. Gellert, professor of philosophy at the University of Leipzig in the
mid-1700s, struggled with poor health his entire life. Yet, he was held in high
esteem by his students and experienced wide popularity due not only to his
Christlike character but also to his writings meant to incite spiritual passion.
He is best known in our day for penning this Easter hymn, which in just a few
words, captures the marvel of what Christ did for us when he rose again —
all of it for us, and all of it infusing our walk with him right now as well as ten
thousand years from now.
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Jesus lives, and so shall I.
Death! thy sting is gone forever!
He who deigned for me to die,
Lives, the bands of death to sever.
He shall raise me from the dust:
Jesus is my Hope and Trust.
Jesus lives, and reigns supreme,
And, his kingdom still remaining,
I shall also be with him,
Ever living, ever reigning.
God has promised, be it must:
Jesus is my Hope and Trust.
Jesus lives, I know full well
Nought from him my heart can sever,
Life nor death nor powers of hell,
Joy nor grief, hence forth forever.
None of all his saints is lost;
Jesus is my Hope and Trust.
Jesus lives, and death is now
But my entrance into glory.
Courage, then, my soul, for thou
Hast a crown of life before thee;
Thou shalt find thy hopes were just;
Jesus is the Christian's Trust.
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Who Christ Is FOR Us Today:

By the Coronation of His Ascension
The Ascension may be the most neglected truth in the panoply of
evangelical doctrines — that's what we proposed in an earlier “Meditation.”
Consider this: Christmas celebrates Jesus’ incarnation. Good Friday
remembers his crucifixion. Easter trumpets his resurrection. But how many
congregations ever set aside even one Sunday a year, any time in the Church
calendar, to proclaim the coronation of God’s Son — to celebrate the actual
day Jesus was welcomed to God’s throne?
And yet, if Jesus had not ascended — if there had not been a day, like today
is a day, when the Father invited his Son to sit at his right hand — what
would we have left? What if there had not been a moment when, in so many
words, the Father announced to his Son an affirmation like this?
All you have accomplished for my people by your incarnation,
your life of righteousness, your teachings and healings,
your atoning sacrifice, and your definitive disabling of death are totally
sufficient! You have fulfilled all that’s needed for the reclamation of the universe.
So come, my Son, take the crown and the glory;
begin to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords, forever and ever!
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Is it not evident that, despite the Resurrection, if there had been no
Ascension we still would be lost? If the Father had not been fully satisfied
with all that his Son did for us, would not all that work be rendered null and
void? Would we not be forever undone, without help and without hope, if
Jesus had not entered heaven on our behalf, celebrated with hymns of
victory?
If Christ had not ascended for us, where else could we go to find the Father’s
welcoming arms? There would be no High Priest to represent us and
intercede for us at the Throne. We would be stripped of free access into God’s
presence. There would be no one preparing a home for our eternal dwelling.
Our lives, as well as the whole universe, would be without the Mediator to
symphonize all things with the will of God.
Pentecost would be permanently postponed because believers would
remain forever devoid of the Spirit’s indwelling power. The promises meant
to be Jesus’ inheritance, to be shared with all who belong to him, would be
locked up and shelved. Above all, Jesus’ very best gift, his saving efforts for
us, would be stuck in the past, as it were — where he was last seen, visiting
with his disciples after exiting the tomb, left at the fringes of history.
But Jesus has ascended! Not ascended passively but actively — “He went
up” (Acts 1). Forty days after he rolled back the stone he sat down on the
Divine Throne, the dominant furniture in the universe. He has been exalted
above every name in this age and the age to come. Therefore, we are saved!
Right now we share in the ascended life of the Ascended One!
Bishop N. T. Wright gives the wonder of the Ascension rich, historical
perspective by contrasting it with first-century myths about Roman
emperors. He writes in Simply Jesus:
Anyone familiar with the world of the early Roman Empire would
realize what was happening. After the death of Julius Caesar, people
swore they had seen his soul ascending to heaven. Augustus, Caesar’s
adopted son, promptly declared that Julius was therefore a god;
which meant that he, Augustus, was now ‘son of god’ . . . When
Augustus himself died the process was repeated, as it was with many
(though not all) of his successors. The parallel is sufficiently close to
make any readers in the Roman world realize what is going on. Jesus
is radically upstaging Caesar. Actually, if we think of the [Ascension]
as the opening frame of the book of Acts, we get the point, because
the closing frame is Paul in Rome, under Caesar’s nose, announcing
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God as king and Jesus as Lord . . . the strange paradox [is] Paul in
chains announcing that the Roman world has a new emperor. [It] sets
the tone for all kingdom work in the present time (emphasis added).

Amazing as it seems, the early disciples took on a mission to proclaim Christ
not only as Redeemer but also as Conqueror and the only legitimate Ruler
of all, the one whom Wright names as the “Cosmic Caesar.”
In point of fact, until the end of the first millennium, many congregations
placed graphics portraying the Ascension in the dome of their church
buildings. It was their way of reminding members, each time they gathered,
that they convened in the presence of the reigning Christ.
Therefore, we should not be surprised that the Old Testament passage most
frequently quoted or referenced in the New Testament — in Jesus’ teachings,
in Acts, in the Revelation, and in almost every epistle — is Psalms 110:1-4.
Early Christians identified this text as the most helpful in interpreting what
was happening before their very eyes, as the gospel spread across the
empire. They were convinced that the wonders God was performing all
around them in Jesus’ name flowed out of and pointed toward his ascension,
as fully and as dramatically as predicted in Psalm 110 (NIV).
Of David. A psalm.
The LORD says to my lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”
The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion, saying,
“Rule in the midst of your enemies!”
Your troops will be willing
on your day of battle.
Arrayed in holy splendor,
your young men will come to you
like dew from the morning’s womb.
The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.”
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David’s themes are just as true for us today. Note them: (1) The Messiah sits
down at God’s right hand; (2) he extends his scepter, making even enemies
his subjects; (3) his holy followers volunteer to join him in his Kingdom’s
advance; (4) he reigns on their behalf by assuming the role of God’s KingPriest (foreshadowed by Melchizedek’s role with Abraham in Genesis 14).
In this section, we want to explore various facets of Jesus’ ascension FOR us
as the Sovereign of our salvation.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

The Ascension culminated Jesus’ earthly ministry for us.
The Ascension validated every aspect of his redeeming work for us.

The Ascension brought countless honors to God’s Son that bless us
everyday.
The Ascension unleashed his active, unrelenting reign over us.
Postscript: Can we expect Jesus to remain supreme as King forever?

The Ascension Culminated Jesus’
Earthly Ministry for Us
• Appropriately, Luke’s account of Christ’s life makes his ascension
the capstone.
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Jesus led his disciples out to the area near Bethany. Then he lifted up
his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left
them. He was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him. With
great joy, they returned to Jerusalem. Every day they went to the
temple, praising God (Luke 24).
He was taken up to heaven. They watched until a cloud hid him from
their sight (Acts 1).

• Though possibly added by an associate of Mark, the final words of
his gospel nevertheless summarize the clear understanding of the
early church.
When the Lord Jesus finished speaking to them, he was taken up into
heaven. He sat down at the right hand of God. Then the disciples
went out and preached everywhere. The Lord worked with them. And
he backed up his word by the signs that went with it (Mark 16).

• John’s gospel does not record the actual ascension itself, but Jesus’
words to Mary on the morning of his resurrection anticipated it.
Do not hold on to me. I have not yet returned to the Father. Instead,
go to those who believe in me. Tell them, “I am returning to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God” (John 20).

What’s amazing is that “I am returning” is in the present tense. Although
his ascent was still forty days away, he proclaims it as the very next
“chapter” in the redemptive drama. Even in the Resurrection, his
coronation filled his vision.
• In fact, John alone among the gospel writers recounts Jesus’ hints
about the Ascension at various points throughout his ministry. At the
outset, for example, Nathanael said to him:
Rabbi, you are the Son of God. You are the King of Israel.

Jesus responded by pointing Nathanael and his other disciples to his
coming exaltation.
You will see greater things than that . . . You will see heaven open. You
will see the angels of God going up and coming down on the Son of
Man (John 1).

• Another example: When many deserted him because he invited
them to find eternal life by “consuming” his body and blood, Jesus
said to them:
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Does this upset you? What if you see the Son of Man go up to where
he was before?

To this, Peter reacted the way all of us should:
Lord, who can we go to? You have the words of eternal life. We believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God (John 6).

• When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, recorded
only in the Gospel of John, he did so with a view to the Ascension.
Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world. It was
time for him to go to the Father. Jesus loved his disciples who were in
the world. So he now loved them to the very end . . . Jesus knew that
the Father had put everything under his power. He also knew he had
come from God and was returning to God. So he got up from the meal
and took off his outer clothes . . . After that, he poured water into a
large bowl. Then he began to wash his disciples’ feet . . .

Many scholars point out that Jesus’ final act in this ceremony rehearsed
how the Incarnate One shortly would assume his kingly calling by
ascending on high.
When Jesus finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes. Then
he returned to his place (John 13, emphasis added).

• It is clear that the Ascension fulfills the Son’s exquisite prayer in
John 17, voiced 43 days days prior to his crowning.
Father, the time has come. Bring glory to your Son. Then your Son will
bring glory to you. You gave him authority over all people. He gives
eternal life to all those you have given to him . . . I have finished the
work you gave me to do. So now, Father, give glory to me in heaven
where your throne is. Give me the glory I had with you before the
world began . . . I will not remain in the world any longer . . . I am coming
to you now . . . Father, I want those you have given me to be with me
where I am. I want them to see my glory, the glory you have given
me. You gave it to me because you loved me before the world was
created (emphasis added).

• Some months earlier, three of the disciples were given a brief peek
at Christ’s coming coronation in a conversation about Jesus’ “exodus
from this world,” which was code for the Ascension. Luke 9 reports:
As he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and
his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly, two men, Moses and
Elijah, appeared and began talking with Jesus . . . about his exodus
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from this world, which was about to be fulfilled in Jerusalem . . . Then
a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen
to him.”

• This mountaintop illumination of Jesus’ kingly splendor was a
preview of the vision that still awaits all of God’s people. Then, our
primary response toward the exalted Son will be precisely what the Father
expected of Peter, James, and John on that day: undistracted focus,
undivided submission, and undiminished worship.
• This “transfiguration” drama of Luke 9 corresponds nicely with what
took place months later in Jerusalem, often called Jesus’ “triumphal
entry” into the Holy City. It provided, as it were, a "dress rehearsal” for
his upcoming majestic march into heaven on the day of his ascension.
Matthew 21 puts it this way:
A very large crowd spread their coats on the road. Others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Some of the
people went ahead of him, and some followed. They all shouted,
“Hosanna [Lord, save us now!] to the Son of David! Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up.

Imagine what the infinitely amplified cosmic reprise of this scene was like
exactly 47 days later as he made his glorious entry into heaven to be
enthroned as King of kings.
• In fact, the disciples noted how “Palm Sunday” (as it has come to be
known) reflected Zechariah’s prophetic snapshot of Jesus’ ascension.
People of Jerusalem, shout! See, your king comes to you. He always
does what is right. He has won the victory. He is humble and riding
on a donkey . . . I will remove the war horses from Jerusalem. I will
break the bows that are used in battle. Your king will announce peace
to the nations. He will rule from ocean to ocean . . . Then the Lord will
appear over his people . . . The Lord who rules over all will be like a
shield to his people . . . The Lord their God will save his people on that
day (Zechariah 9).

• Certainly, the Ascension was implied by Jesus’ numerous forecasts
regarding his future reign. That’s because Jesus had to be enthroned in
heaven first before he could leave heaven to return to earth in power and
glory, only to reassume his throne in the joyful splendor of the new
heaven and earth. So everything we see of his supremacy manifested in
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his visible return merely displays more convincingly the authority and
power that belong to him right now. Think of that as you look at these
familiar passages from this whole different angle.
At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky. All the
nations on earth will be sad. They will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the sky. He will come with power and great glory. He
will send his angels with a loud trumpet call. They will gather his
chosen people from all four directions. They will bring them from one
end of the heavens to the other (Matthew 24).

Or, again:
The Son of Man will come in all his glory. All the angels will come with
him. Then he will sit on his throne in the glory of heaven. All the
nations will be gathered in front of him (Matthew 25).

• This current age might be defined as a season where Jesus reigns
unconditionally but also “incognito” — obscured temporarily to the
world’s eyes. But his hiddenness will cease the instant he parts the
heavens to openly reveal the full extent of his royal majesty! This is
precisely what he warned his accusers, the Sanhedrin, while on trial:
Then the Chief Priest said, “I command you by the authority of the
living God to say if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus was
curt: “You yourself said it. And that’s not all. Soon you’ll see it for
yourself: The Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Mighty One,
arriving on the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26, MSG).

• The decisive impact of the crowning of Jesus is also predicted in
Psalms 118. Portions of this psalm are referred to by Jesus, then repeated
in sermons in Acts as well as in the epistles. For example, when the
religious leaders determined to disqualify him outright as God’s Messiah,
Jesus warned:
Then what does this Scripture mean? “The stone that the builders
rejected has now become the cornerstone.” Everyone who stumbles
over that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone it
falls on (Luke 20).

Decades later, reflecting back on the day Jesus referenced Psalms 118,
Peter writes:
You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s
temple. He was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for
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great honor. And you are living stones that God is building into his
spiritual temple . . . As the Scriptures say, “I am placing a cornerstone
in Jerusalem, chosen for great honor, and anyone who trusts in him
will never be disgraced” . . . But for those who reject him, “The stone
that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone”
(1 Peter 2).

• Ascended, Jesus guarantees for us the completion of the new
creation the Father is fashioning right now through the reign of his
Son. His exaltation can be pictured like setting in place the sturdy
foundation stone on which a massive cathedral is to be built. Or, see him
like a cosmic capstone inserted at the center of an arch — majestic
masonry designed to hold both sides together. Even so, the day of Christ’s
ascension anchored and locked in everything else he had done for us, all
that is yet to come.
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The Ascension Validated Every Aspect of
His Redeeming Work for Us
• Christ is our victor! In the Incarnation, he showed up to become victor
over the old creation. In the Crucifixion, he surrendered up to become
victor over the curse of sin. In the Resurrection, he rose up to become
victor over death and hell. In the Ascension, he went up because of the
three prior triumphs to become the victor over the new creation.
•

To say it another way: Christ offered up himself in two key acts, the
second one validating the first. On the cross he offered up himself for
our sins. Then, in heaven, in triumph, he offered up himself as the allsufficient sacrifice whose blood continues to cleanse us from all sin
(1 John 1).

• However it is phrased — went up, lifted up, offered up — Christ
ascended has become the only hope of salvation for all peoples.
Descending, he put himself in the hands of his enemies for our sakes.
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Ascending, he put himself in the hands of the Father for our sakes. In both
cases, it would be fair to say he now “draws all people to himself.”
The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of
this world, will be cast out. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I
will draw everyone to myself (John 12).

• Like most high points during Jesus’ earthly life, the validation at his
ascension was thoroughly public. Christ was born publicly, witnessed
by parents and shepherds. He ministered publicly, constantly pressed by
the crowds. He died publicly with scoffers baying at his feet. He rose
publicly, seen by as many as five hundred at one time. So it is no surprise
that he ascended publicly, before an estimated 120 followers (who
afterward banded in prayer), as well as before legions of angels — leaving
the promise that his return, to consummate his reign, would be
unavoidably public, as well. Even so, today we should not be surprised by
any public manifestations of his current reign, whether within the Church
or among the nations. (We’ll discuss more about this in the chapter “Who
Christ Is OVER Us”).
• What the Incarnation united (God and flesh) the Ascension ratified
and sealed forever. Who is sitting at God’s right hand, enthroned there
for us? It is none other than Jesus of Nazareth! He carried his humanity
with him to heaven, and in that humanity the whole universe will give
him unmitigated homage. He is the same Jesus whose voice calmed Lake
Galilee even as it encouraged weary disciples. He is the same Jesus whose
feet tramped dusty Judean paths only to be nailed to a Roman tree. His
glorified body still bears the marks of his sufferings, forever reminding us
that our Sovereign remains the only sacrifice for our souls.
• God as King enthroned for us is simultaneously the man, Christ Jesus,
who reigns for us. The firmness, tenderness, intentionality, holy anger,
sympathies, joys, commitments, convictions, passions, and compassions
he exhibited in the years of his humility remain in the heart of King Jesus
to this very hour. God intends for his humanity to help shape his hold on
everything.
• Jesus’ passion and his coronation are inextricably bound together
forever — the cross was corroborated by the crown. The head once
encircled with painful thorns is now anointed amidst pulsating tributes.
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The awful agony he once endured has been vindicated by the awesome
dominion he now ensures. The sign affixed to the crucible (“This is Jesus
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews”) is now emblazoned across the galaxies.
At his death Jesus cried, “It is finished!” At his Son’s coronation the Father
cried, “It has begun!” Exaltation was the Father’s reward for Jesus’
unwavering submission to him for us, even to the agony of death on the
cross for the sin of all mankind.
• The Ascension also validated the Resurrection. To be sure, Jesus’
resurrection verified that it was impossible for our last great enemy, Death,
to defeat him. But it was the Ascension that transformed his victory over
death from a one-time act into a permanent reality that has become the
defining characteristic of all who take shelter under his scepter.
• By the validation of the Ascension, Jesus’ ministry for us has come
full circle. He who descended to the lowest point ascended to rule over
all. He who moved downward, even into the depths of our sin and
disgrace, reversed course and went upward, returning to the place of
highest honor. Whatever “distance” was created between Father and Son
by Jesus’ coming among us, as one of us, was permanently closed when
he sat down on high.
• Consider these utterly breathtaking contrasts the angels witnessed
the day Christ’s exaltation validated his humiliation: A cradle was
replaced by a throne, and a stable by a palace. The reputation of a village
carpenter gave way to the only name by which mankind can be saved.
Once engaged in a lonely, desert struggle with Satan, now Christ is openly
crushing our enemy with a rod of iron. Though he was stripped naked on
Golgotha, today all of creation has become his resplendent robe. Once
abhorred by religious leaders, he will be adored forever by saints from all
ages. Once gasping for enough breath to cry “I thirst,” the Lord Jesus Christ
declares today with the roar of a lion that “all authority has been given to
me in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28).
• In Revelation 1, the rejected Servant of Jehovah in Isaiah 53 is now
revealed to be thoroughly vindicated and validated by Jehovah
himself. Of Jesus, Isaiah writes:
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his
appearance that we should desire him . . . Like one from whom
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people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low
esteem (Isaiah 53, NIV).

But today, he presides in a regalia of vestments displayed to John:
. . . dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash
around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as white
as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing
waters (Revelation 1, NIV).

• To the glory of God, Jesus’ cosmic crowning re-enforces his
uncontested sovereignty over the creation and the Church, across all
ages to come. Of course, inherently Christ always possessed the power
to govern. What’s more, by his redeeming work he could claim the right
to govern. But once seated at God’s right hand, he was given the active
role of championing the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan.
• Christ did not demand or seize a crown; no, he received it. Just as the
rest of his redeeming work required full submission to the Father’s will,
even so he awaited the Father’s initiative to lift him up and give him the
name that is above every name. And he was not disappointed! Diadems
confirmed Heaven’s prior imprimatur upon the Son of God as Lord of all.
• Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming the King-Priest.
“But God said to him, ‘You are my Son; today I have become your
Father’ ” (Hebrews 5).
Jesus lives forever. So he always holds the office of priest. People now
come to God through him. And he is able to save them completely
and for all time. Jesus lives forever. He prays for them. A high priest
like that meets our need. He is holy, pure and without blame. He isn’t
like other people. He does not sin. He is lifted high above the heavens
(Hebrews 7).

• The extent of his reign for us rests on the intent of his redemptive
work for us. What he did for us in his earthly ministry reconciles
everything back to the Father — things in heaven and things on earth.
Therefore, in everything God has made him supreme, holding unqualified
preeminence (Colossians 1).
He reigns as Master over everything old that’s passing away. Simultaneously, Jesus exercises complete dominion over every grand, glowing,
good, and glorious promise of God still coming to pass.
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• In full view of Christ’s majesty, how can we not, like John in
Revelation 1, fall at his feet? How can we not, at times, simply prostrate
ourselves in breathless awe, utterly silent before him, “like dead men,”
offering ourselves to him to be his loyal, loving subjects forever? How can
we not wait before him — wanting him, worshipping him, watching him
— knowing that in everything the next move is his?
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The Ascension Brought Countless Honors
to God’s Son That Bless Us Everyday
• Jesus’ ascension is not about the distance he has traveled. It is about
the magnitude of the honors he has received. His position in the
universe is one of unparalleled dignity and unstoppable supremacy. He
is the incomparable Ruler of an empire that will ultimately fill creation
with both his power and his piety.
But in these last days, God has spoken to us through his Son. He is the
one whom God appointed to receive all things . . . He uses his
powerful word to hold all things together. He provided the way for
people to be made pure from sin. Then he sat down at the right hand

172 Who Christ Is FOR Us Today:

of the King, the Majesty in heaven. So he became higher than the
angels. The name he received is more excellent than theirs
(Hebrews 1).

• The first honor bestowed upon the risen Jesus took the form of a
singular title. Forever he is to be designated the “Christ.” This is the
New Testament’s code word reserved for the One who would be found
sufficient as the sovereign for our salvation. “Christ” means “anointed one.”
God anointed Jesus as the only person able to fulfill all of Scripture’s
purposes, promises, and prophecies.
• He is known as the “Lord Jesus Christ.” “Lord” defines Jesus’ rightful role,
actively ruling over all. “Jesus” (Jehovah saves) defines his rightful
reputation as God in the flesh. “Christ” defines Jesus’ rightful rank, anointed
and honored as the focus and fulfillment of all things. Today the role, the
reputation, and the rank of this God-man have become so thoroughly
merged and so inseparable that the New Testament often addresses him
as “the Lord Jesus Christ.” Jesus, who in his days on earth accomplished
our salvation, now through his ascension has become the Christ, called to
reign over all as Lord of heaven and earth.
• Scripture says Christ sat down at God’s “right hand.” This means he
assumed the loftiest place of recognition, as the One whom Heaven’s
courts most highly esteems. It is also the position of greatest power,
authority, and initiative. At the same time, sitting at the “right hand” offers
him the deepest level of intimacy and nearness to the One on the Throne
— where plans are formed, counsel taken, decisions made, judgments
rendered, secrets shared. Our Savior is a part of all that action. He is the
start of all that action. He is at the heart of all that action.
• Being “seated” at God’s right hand refers to Christ’s official
installment as King. This was our Savior’s irrevocable confirmation, his
cosmic inauguration. It was the beginning of a coronation celebration
that anticipates the final day when every knee will bow to him and every
tongue confess aloud that Jesus is supreme, to the glory of God the
Father (Philippians 2).
• When Jesus sat down at God’s right hand, he became, permanently
and unconditionally, the absolute Sovereign of heaven and earth,
without restrictions or rivals. Accordingly, anything that is incompatible
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with his reign will be dethroned and is destined to be destroyed. The
rebellion of every human heart against him must be regarded as treason.
On the other hand, the submission of every human heart to him will
always be received and regaled as worship.
• In one sense, Jesus’ ascension did not bestow on him some measure
of glory that was not already his to start with. His coronation was a
revelation of the designation that was his, eternally, as the second person
of the Trinity. He was not “made” King of kings when he was seated on
high. Rather, the Ascension reversed Jesus’ humiliation by openly restoring
to him his age-old right to infinite praise and power.
There is no doubt that godliness is a great mystery. Jesus appeared
in a body. The Holy Spirit proved that he was the Son of God. He was
seen by angels. He was preached among the nations. People in the
world believed in him. He was taken up to heaven in glory
(1 Timothy 3).

• And yet, in another sense, when he returned to the Throne he
brought with him far more renown than he had ever known before.
It was the additional measure of honor bestowed on him through his
incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection — giving him the unprecedented
distinction that only a victorious Redeemer could claim.
• When we bow at the name of Jesus and confess him as Lord we
magnify his matchless ministry to our race, foretold but not fulfilled
until all was accomplished the day he entered the Holy Place with his
own blood. Now we can sing a new hymn to Jesus that celebrates his
sacrificial glory, a psalm that could be raised only after the triumphs of
the slaughtered Lamb were displayed at God's right hand.
• Jesus reclaimed for all humankind our original purpose: the honor
of being stewards of the earth on God’s behalf. As the eternal God,
Christ automatically assumed dominion over creation that always
belonged to the Creator. As the perfect man, however, Christ inherited
forever the dominion over creation once deeded to Adam; now (because
of all Jesus has done for us) dominion over creation is deeded to Christ.
All he rightfully has assumed and inherited he now shares with those
who belong to him.
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• The dust of earth presides on the Throne of heaven. The same
humanity, once fallen, to whom God said, “You are dust and to dust you
must return,” is the same humanity, now resurrected in righteousness, to
which God has said, “Sit at my right hand.”
• Exalted, Jesus is no longer subjected to the sin and brokenness of a
fallen world. Exalted, he has been raised above the weaknesses he once
knew, the evil that hounded him, the forces of darkness that badgered
and betrayed him.
Jesus Christ has saved you by rising from the dead. He has gone into
heaven. He is at God’s right hand. Angels, authorities and powers are
under his control (1 Peter 3).

• Therefore, we cheer him as our forerunner. Jesus was the first human
to ever physically enter heaven. He entered unashamed and unhindered
— directly, instantly, in his own name, based on his own fame. Therefore,
now he has prepared the way for us to follow in his steps — even to the
place where we will one day join him to participate in his vast jurisdiction.
I’ll give those who overcome the right to sit with me on my throne.
In the same way, I overcame. Then I sat down with my Father on his
throne (Revelation 3).

• The explosive nature of Jesus’ honors has turned redemption’s story
upside down. Mary’s little boy has become her blessed Lord. David’s
greater son has taken over his throne forever. The Servant of Israel has
become the Sovereign the saints long to serve. The disciples’ Rabbi who
washed their feet has become their Ruler at whose feet we fall. The Healer
who bent over to lift up the poor and paralyzed has himself been lifted
up to heaven to enrich and liberate the universe. The Man stamped by
sorrows and rejected by sinners has become the Messenger alive with
anthems to be shared with all the redeemed. The Victim has been
transformed into the Victor. Bound and executed by Roman soldiers like
a convicted felon, Jesus is now and forever acclaimed as the undefeated
Warrior who is triumphant over all.
• The agonies of Mount Calvary have been replaced with the
adulations of Mount Zion. As we read in Revelation 14:
I looked, and there in front of me was the Lamb. He was standing on
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Mount Zion . . . Then everyone sang a new song in front of the throne
. . . They had been set free from the evil of the earth . . . They follow
the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among
human beings as a first offering to God and the Lamb.

• Just as, in God’s eyes, we died with Christ, were buried with him, and
raised from the dead with him, even so, right now, God sees us as
those who have ascended with him to share in his righteous regime.
Here is how Paul describes us in Ephesians:
He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. Those blessings come
from the heavenly world. They belong to us because we belong to
Christ . . . It will all come about when history has been completed. God
will then bring together all things in heaven and on earth under
Christ. . .
You will know God’s great power . . . the same mighty strength God
showed . . . when he raised Christ from the dead. God seated him at
his right hand in his heavenly kingdom. There Christ sits far above all
who rule and have authority. He also sits far above all powers and
kings. He is above every name that is appealed to in this world and
in the world to come. God placed all things under Christ’s rule. He
appointed him to be ruler over everything for the church. The church
is Christ’s body and is filled by Christ. He fills everything in every way
(Ephesians 1).
So he gave us new life because of what Christ has done. . . He has
seated us with him in his heavenly kingdom. That’s because we
belong to Christ Jesus. He has done it to show the riches of his grace
for all time to come (Ephesians 2).

• Christ should occupy the place of highest honor in our lives right
now, just as he already occupies first place in the universe.
You have been raised up with Christ. So think about things that are
in heaven. That is where Christ is. He is sitting at God’s right hand.
Think about things that are in heaven. Don’t think about things that
are only on earth. You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Christ is your life. When he appears again, you also will appear with
him in heaven’s glory (Colossians 3).
But in your hearts set Christ apart [as holy — acknowledging Him,
giving Him first place in your lives] as Lord. Always be ready to give a
[logical] defense to anyone who asks you to account for the
hope and confident assurance [elicited by faith] that is within
you (1 Peter 3, AMP).
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The Ascension Unleashed His Active,
Unrelenting Reign Over Us
• Right now, Christ is filling the universe with his presence, with his
power, and with his proactivity.
When he went up to his place on high, he led a line of prisoners. He
gave gifts to people . . . The One who came down is the same as the
One who went up higher than all the heavens. He did it in order to fill
all of creation (Ephesians 4).

The ascended Master of the universe is extending his scepter over all. Since
being installed as Messiah, Jesus has the work of universal restoration and
regeneration clearly underway.
• Jesus has not been put “on hold” in some heavenly anteroom
awaiting an auspicious "re-entrance" at the end of history to claim
his awards. Quite the opposite! Right now, the world turns beneath the
feet of the intensely involved Judge of all. As we will see in the next
chapter, he is exercising his sovereign sway over the destiny of men and
nations.
• From the mighty arm of the Ascended One, God’s eternal purpose
streams forth with absolute finality and unstoppable victory. As he
told his disciples in Matthew 28, not only has he received all authority
over heaven and earth, but wherever his followers reach out to earth’s
peoples with his saving offer, he promises to be involved personally as the
Kingdom advances.
• The Gospels alert us to how Jesus currently expresses his robust
regency in perfect harmony with all facets of his previous earthly
ministry. “Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 13).
He rules today by the same mercy and forgiveness he always expressed
toward repentant people; by equally valid offers of restoration to those
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whose lives are broken; by the same willingness to heal the sick and to
expel the demons.
• He is still commissioning disciples to lose their lives for his sake and
for the gospel. He remains relentless in his concern for the poor, the
disenfranchised, the sorrowing, the oppressed. He still extends the hope
of eternal life to all who receive him. He still expresses deep displeasure
with sin, hypocrisy, and heresy. He still receives little children who draw
near to him, inviting them to walk with him and learn of him. These, and
many other expressions of his earthly dispositions, remain the prevailing
priorities of his ongoing dominion.
• As incredible as it seems, believers are directly engaged with his
active reign every time God’s people gather to worship. Reinforced by
choirs of angels, the saints on earth join with the saints in heaven to
surround the Lamb as we proclaim the worthiness of the Lion of the tribe
of Judah. We cast our lives, like crowns, before him with an attentive,
affectionate intimacy with him in his supremacy, just as they do in
Revelation 5:
The Lion of the tribe of Judah has won the battle. He is the Root of
David . . . Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if he had been put to
death. He stood in the center of the area around the throne . . . Then
the four living creatures and the 24 elders fell down in front of the
Lamb . . . Here is the new song they sang . . . “You are worthy because
you were put to death. With your blood you bought people for God.
They come from every tribe, language, people and nation . . . You have
made them members of a royal family. You have made them priests
to serve our God. They will rule on the earth” . . . Then I looked and
heard the voice of millions and millions of angels . . . “The Lamb, who
was put to death, is worthy!” . . . All creatures in heaven, on earth,
under the earth, and on the sea, were speaking.

• Such intimacy with our Sovereign’s royal enterprise is possible in this
present age because at Pentecost the Church received from our King
the cascading power of his Spirit. As our Lord’s coronation filled all of
heaven, his Spirit filled all of his people. One Ascension and one Pentecost
— magnificently inseparable manifestations of his one enthronement —
have unleashed the Church’s forward movement toward the Consummation of all things, a movement that has only swelled from generation
to generation. By receiving the Spirit from his Father and then pouring
forth the Spirit’s fullness upon his people, Jesus guaranteed the “univer-

178 Who Christ Is FOR Us Today:

salizing” of his saving reign among the nations.
• On the day of Pentecost, when Peter addressed a multitude gathered
from scores of nations, the theme of his message linked Jesus’ active
reign with the sending of God’s Spirit at that very moment.
Here is what the prophet Joel meant. He said, “In the last days, God
says, I will pour out my Holy Spirit on all people . . . In those days I will
pour out my Spirit even on those who serve me, both men and
women. When I do, they will prophesy” . . . God has raised this same
Jesus back to life. We are all witnesses of this. Jesus has been given a
place of honor at the right hand of God. He has received the Holy
Spirit from the Father. This is what God had promised. It is Jesus who
has poured out what you now see and hear. David did not go up to
heaven. But he said, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand. I
will put your enemies under your control.’” So be sure of this, all you
people of Israel. You nailed Jesus to the cross. But God has made him
both Lord and Christ (Acts 2).
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[NOTE: The next chapter, “Who Christ Is OVER Us,” will explore in greater
depth the extent and amazing implications of Christ’s active, immediate,
unrelenting reign. That chapter will map out how his ascension continually
impacts creation, history, world rulers, evil powers, the growth and mission
of the Church, and more.]
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Postscript: Can We Expect Jesus to Remain
Supreme as King Forever?
• Today, our crowned Lord summons all nations to full submission to
himself to give him the obedience of faith (Romans 1). Spreading the
gospel requires delivering (as it were) a royal decree from earth’s
Redeemer King. We are announcing that the kingdoms of this world have
become his indisputable domain.
• But will this message ring true throughout all ages? Will Jesus remain
King for us forever? What about 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, which describes
how, at the end of history, the Son will deliver up the Kingdom to the
Father? There we read:
When he comes back, those who belong to him will be raised. Then
the end will come after Christ destroys all rule, authority and power.
Then he will hand over the kingdom to God the Father. Christ must
rule until he has put all his enemies under his control. The last enemy
that will be destroyed is death. Scripture says that God “has put
everything under his control” . . . When he has done that, the Son also
will be under God’s rule. God puts everything under the Son. In that way,
God will be all in all (emphasis added).

To be sure, when the end comes, he will subordinate himself and his
kingdom to the Father, as Paul writes. That’s what a devoted son would be
expected to do. But does that render him any less supreme than he was a
moment before? Combining 1 Corinthians 15 with Colossians 1, we might
ask: Why would the Father ever rescind the honor of preeminence and
supremacy placed on his Son?
• The first chapter of Colossians verifies that his supremacy impinges
on two realities: (1) who Christ is (Son, King, Creator, Redeemer,) and (2)
what Christ did (reign, create, redeem, reconcile). His bringing everything
back to the Father, so that God might be “all in all,” rescinds none of this.
• Furthermore, his supremacy is inherent in his headship of the
Church. Nothing in Scripture suggests the Church will be swallowed up
in some kind of eternally “Christless” community.
• Additionally, the honor of supremacy rises from the emergence of a
new order made possible exclusively by his blood (Colossians 1:1920). Christ is the only explanation for the permanently phenomenal
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liberation of all creation (Romans 8). Are we to be left with an effect but
no cause?
• Would the “Lamb looking as if it had been slaughtered,” abiding at
the center of the Throne right now, someday be airbrushed out of the
picture so that even the memory of what he did fades as years roll
on? If the truths of the gospel — the core dimensions of our salvation —
continue to echo throughout the universe, how can all of creation ever
stop worshipping the Savior who made it all possible? As Revelation 5
describes it, everlasting praise rises to “Him who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb.” Both are equally worthy to receive honor, glory, wisdom, and
power — to receive and retain all of it forever.
• Just as early church fathers spoke of the “dance of the Trinity,” even
so 1 Corinthians 15 suggests — especially when combined with other
texts like Philippians 2 or Revelation 11 — that this “dance” will
continue into infinity. Their promenade goes like this: The Father puts
everything under the feet of the Son; then, the Son turns around and
offers everything back for the glory of the Father. Throughout the “dance”
the Spirit brings believing hearts into harmony with the Son to transform
us into his “footstool.” At the same time, the Spirit inspires the saints to
give praise back to the Father for what has been accomplished through
the Son reigning at his right hand. This dance continues on and on,
assuring that God is all — to all, working in all, world without end.
Perfection!
• Throughout ages to come, Jesus will remain as our Mediator who
simultaneously prevails as our Monarch, personally weaving all the
saints into salvation's unending, ever-expanding saga! Christ will
continue his role as the New Adam of our race. He will remain the
Husband to the Bride, who is the “fullness of Christ who fills all in all”
(Ephesians 1; 5). Wherever God’s inexhaustible grace continues to pour
out blessings on the new heaven and new earth, the One who is the
“glory of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1, emphasis added) will
remain at the forefront of the action. The Lord Jesus Christ will never cease
to be lifted up before the saints, so as to bring unceasing tribute to the
Father who gave his Son for us all (Philippians 2).
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The Wrap
Clearly, today, Christ’s active supremacy outpaces the machinations of any
monarch on earth. The world’s magistrates are mortal, to be replaced in
every generation; but Christ’s immortal monarchy stands eternal,
undiminished by time. Presidents and prime ministers may take charge of
limited terrain for a limited time; the King of the ages rightfully claims all the
earth for all eternity. The nations’ leaders deliberate over political spheres;
God’s Son dominates every arena of human existence, even entering enemy
camps to turn rebels into disciples.
But believers benefit uniquely from the reign of our Savior everyday, because
ultimately, he ascended for us. Accordingly, by his Spirit the Ascended One
shares with us the richness of his ascended life, which so much of the New
Testament explores from every angle. Even though in this age the scepter
of Christ is not everywhere visible, yet by his Spirit at work among his people,
his reign is everywhere accessible. As we’ve referenced a number of times:
So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ,
act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides . . . Your old
life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life — even though
invisible to spectators — is with Christ in God. He is your life
(Colossians 3, MSG).

What we experience living under his reign is only the beginning — just a
hint — of all that is yet to come as his kingdom flourishes.
Even though right now Christ is crowned, his fullest exaltation awaits the
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Grand Finale at the end of the age. As yet, not all of his enemies are in
observable subjection to him. That’s why, in one sense, the very next event
on God’s calendar concerns that great day when the King breaks in upon us
to crush exhaustively the forces of darkness and, above all, permanently
dissolve death itself (see the chapter “Who Christ Is UPON Us”).
Until then, the Church has the joy of living in the midst of preliminary
installments of his reign. We get to delight in approximations of the Consummation. Despite all opposition, we need never waver. We may rest wholly in
the sure and certain knowledge that right now the administration of the
Lamb’s domain constantly and consistently remains for us — as much for us
now as it will be ten thousand years from now.
Revelation 11 reports, “There were loud voices in heaven. They said, ‘The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Messiah. He will rule for ever and ever.’ ” But one might wonder: Is this vision
already fulfilled, or is it yet to unfold?
No matter what one answers, we all can agree that in principle it transpired
the day Christ ascended to God’s right hand. In its fullness, of course, it is yet
to come. But between now and then, in multitudes of ways, throughout the
nations and within the Church, God gives us foretastes of it — intermediate,
yet nonetheless substantial awakenings to more of the breadth and depth
of Christ's majesty and supremacy.
Jesus told fisherman along the shores of a lake, the culmination of all things
already is “at hand.” Already it is hovering over us, ready to break in upon us.
Why? Because the coronation of his ascension, which has become a settled,
certified fact about who he is for us right now, guarantees it.
So we might as well live today as if his reign were upon us in all its fullness,
because in spirit and in truth it is! Already Jesus is crowned as Lord! Therefore,
the final, sensational triumph of his kingdom is as good as done — in him,
and in his spectacular supremacy.
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A Tribute
Paraphrasing and personalizing a wide selection of Scriptures
Father, We come to you to proclaim the name of your Son together—
to spread his fame, embrace his reign, increase his gain and honor his
claim about who he is for us. As we do, awake us to him afresh for ALL
that he is. May the praise we bring to him in these moments come
forth alive in us by your Spirit and rise up as a blessing to you forever.
We use your Word to magnify your Son, without whom we are nothing
and can do nothing. This tribute is all for Christ alone, our one and only
Hope of Glory, and the hope of all the nations.
Lord Jesus Christ, this is our tribute to you —
our tribute to who you are FOR us.
You were made flesh and dwelt among us, as one of us, for us. You are
Emmanuel — God with us — to be for us as the Son of Man. You
manifested the glory of God in human form, full of grace and truth;
and so now, out of the fullness of your incarnation, we will forever
receive one blessing after another. You are the One who was from the
beginning. You were seen by your disciples’ eyes, touched by their
hands, heard by their ears, proclaimed by their lips.
You are the mystery of godliness. It is all about you, and we worship
you for all you have done for us: You appeared in a body; you and your
mission of salvation were vindicated by the power of the Spirit;
you were seen by angels in resurrection glory, preached among the
nations, believed on in the world, taken up to the Throne of Heaven.
You came among us as one of us, yet without sin, so that now we too
can have fellowship with you, even as your blood keeps on purifying
us from all sin. You did this for us! You are ready to do this for all the
nations!
Christ Is NOW!

184 Who Christ Is FOR Us Today:

In fact, you are the atoning sacrifice not only for our sins but for the
sins of the whole world. You said that you did not come to be served
but to serve, and to give your life as a ransom for many. Truly, it
pleased the Father for all of his fullness to dwell in you, so that through
you he might reconcile all things back to himself, making peace by
your blood shed on the cross. In you are fulfilled those ancient words
that foretold what you would do for us: It was you who took up our
infirmities; it was you who carried our sorrows; it was you who was
pierced for our transgressions; it was you who was crushed for our
iniquities. The punishment that brings us peace with God landed on
you. By your wounds we are healed—by yours and yours alone.
Christ Is NOW!
More than that, you are the Resurrection and the Life, both for us
and for the nations — as well as for all creation that waits for you to
deliver it from its bondage to decay. That’s why you said that those
who live and believe in you will never die. That’s why you also said
that whoever hears your word and believes in the Father who sent
you has eternal life, and will not be condemned, but has already
crossed over from death to life. That’s why you said that because you
live we shall live also. That’s why you said that the time has already
come when the dead will hear your voice and those who hear will
live because the Father has granted to you, his Son, to have life in
yourself — for our sakes.
If you had not been raised from the dead, how pitiful would be our
condition. But you are raised from the dead for us! You are firstfruits
of our own coming resurrection! In you, all who belong to you will
be made everlastingly alive. You have conquered death for us. You
have brought life and immortality to light and you did it all for us.
You were dead, but behold you are alive forevermore and you hold
the keys to death and Hades — for us.
Truly, you are the Living One. You were crucified in surrendered
weakness, but you now live by the power of God. Even so we are
weak as we surrender totally to you; but because of you and you
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alone, we live by the power of God as we give ourselves to you and
to you alone forever.
Christ Is NOW!
But then, before your disciples’ eyes, you ascended into the throne
room of heaven to take your place at the right hand of God, the
Father almighty. Celestial gates opened wide so that you, the King
of Glory, the Captain mighty in battle, might enter in with your
triumphal procession. Exalted on high, you now have a name that is
above every name, both in this age and in the age to come. The
kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our God and of
his Christ, and you are now in charge, with no competitors and no
successors. Your scepter stretches without limits over creation, over
history, over governments, over nations, over demons, and above all,
over your Church.
At your coronation, you opened up a new and living way, bringing
your all-sufficient sacrifice into the Holy of Holies on our behalf. Now
we too can boldly join you there, by your gracious Spirit, as we draw
near to the Father’s heart and bow down to worship the Father’s Son.
Even so, it is here we remain, because all of us, who by faith are united
to you, have been seated with you permanently in those heavenly
places to reign with you in irreversible victory.
Christ Is NOW!
Therefore, King of the ages, we lift you up as the Lamb of God slain,
with wounds still visible above—the One who has become the Lion of
Judah, ruling with all authority in heaven and earth. We join the
praises of the sacred throngs of heaven as well as the redeemed saints
of earth as we say, “You are worthy! You are worthy! You are worthy of
all glory, honor, power, and blessing!”
Ascended, anointed, and crowned as supreme in all things, today you
are filling the universe with your sovereignty, your majesty, your
activity, and your presence. Come, therefore; set up your throne
among us, right here and right now. Conquer us. Exercise full sway in
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our lives, in our churches, in our communities, in our country, in our
generation—and above all in our hearts—world without end.
This tribute expresses only a small part of the inexhaustible
riches of who you are FOR us and all peoples.
So, Father: This is how we celebrate your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this hour. We exalt him. We exult in him. We do so because of all he
is for us—now. Therefore, everything we are and have, every breath
we breathe, every step we take, every service we render, every prayer
we pray, every praise we bring, is possible only by him and him alone.
For without him—without all he is for us—we are nothing and we can
do nothing. More and more, by the revealing work of your Spirit,
awaken us to Christ alone—awaken your whole Church to Christ
alone—so that increasingly he might become for us our all in all.
AMEN!

