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Who Christ Is
BEFORE Us Today

T

he Old Testament prophet Micah encouraged God’s people in their
time of defeat and despair to expect the arrival of a king who would
go before them, to lead them into victory. In Micah 2 we read:
I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely bring together the
remnant of Israel. I will bring them together like sheep in a pen, like
a flock in its pasture; the place will throng with people . . . The One
who breaks open the way will go up before them; they will break
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through the gate and go out. Their King will pass through before
them, the LORD at their head (NIV).

In John 10, Jesus fulfills Micah’s imagery when he tells his disciples:
The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The gatekeeper opens the
gate to him and the sheep recognize his voice. He calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. When he gets them all out, he leads
them and they follow because they are familiar with his voice (MSG).

Bottom line: Jesus transforms the entire Christian life into one of holy
restlessness, godly anticipation, and passionate pursuit because (referencing
Micah) he is the long-awaited Supreme Shepherd, on the move, forever
going before his people.
Consistent with Jesus’ out-front leadership, the very first message on
resurrection day focused on how he was still going before his followers.
We read in Matthew 28:
The angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here! He has risen, just
as he said he would! Come and see the place where he was lying. Go
quickly! Tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead. He is going ahead
of you into Galilee. There you will see him’ ” (emphasis added).

Then, 40 days later, Jesus proceeded to advance even further by ascending
to the Father, going there ahead of his followers, as he entered heaven’s
throne room on our behalf.
In Ephesians 4, Paul quotes Psalm 68 to describe Jesus’ triumphantly
preceding us into glory. Recalling the Exodus story of Israel’s massive march
out of Egypt many generations earlier, the psalmist declared:
May God rise up and scatter his enemies . . . God, you led your people
out. You marched . . . The ground shook . . . He has entered his holy
place. When he went up to his place on high, he took many prisoners.

The psalmist’s portrayal of Jehovah’s royal parade, Paul claims, was fulfilled
by Jesus rising from the dead to ascend on high. Jesus went before us taking
with him as captives all who finally rally to him for salvation. So it is we read
in Ephesians 4:
When he went up to his place on high, he took many prisoners . . . The
one who came down is the same as the one who went up. He went
up higher than all the heavens. He did it in order to fill all
creation(emphasis added).
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No wonder Scripture describes God’s children throughout the coming ages
as those who will never, ever cease to “follow the Lamb wherever he goes”
(Revelation 14).
Let’s look at two pictures — two metaphors — to help set the stage for
exploring and experiencing the “BEFORE Us” dimensions of Jesus’ spectacular
supremacy.

Christ BEFORE Us: Like the Gateway Arch
Completed in 1965, the glittering, stainless steel Gateway Arch in St. Louis
allows visitors who ride to its top to view a memorable panorama. The arch
commemorates the role the city once played as “the gateway to the West.”
Intentionally shaped to resemble a rainbow, it speaks of an era in American
history when the lands beyond the Mississippi beckoned daring pioneers
with unprecedented promises of bright, new beginnings and fantastic
fortunes. The arch commemorates how St. Louis became the departure point
for massive migrations (by foot, horse, wagon, railroad, and boat) in keeping
with our nation’s sense of “Manifest Destiny,” transforming the makeup of a
whole continent in the process.
Similarly, Jesus Christ, seated at the Father’s right hand, serves as “God’s
Gateway,” the entry point into everything the Father has for his children.
Think of him as God's eternal “rainbow of hope” for the nations, the one who
encompasses Heaven’s “manifest destiny” for all believers.
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As we’ll see in this chapter, Jesus is our launch point, as he precedes us by
his Spirit to usher us into four key destinations awaiting every Christian:
(1) the future; (2) the heavens; (3) the promises; and (4) the world. All four
are accessed through Christ alone, and in no other way.
Unlike the founders and teachers of earth’s religions who claim to help
devotees find a way into the meaning of life, Jesus himself is the way into
the true meaning of life; he himself is the road stretching before us to take
us into God’s grand intentions for us and all creation.
One day he will perfect our lives. Until then, he directs our lives. He does so
by how he precedes us and leads us as Lord of all. Jesus advances his
kingdom in ways that are amazing, wonder-filled, and bursting with
surprises. His initiatives may prove to be unexpected, unprecedented, and
often inexplicable as they unfold. Thus, our only reasonable recourse is to
fall in line behind him and follow him in his triumphal procession as “the King
who goes before us.”

Christ BEFORE Us:
Like the Story of Moby Dick

Like the Story of Moby Dick 283

Published in 1851, Herman Melville’s epic novel Moby Dick recounts the
adventures of Ahab, captain of a whaling ship harbored in New England,
who is consumed with determination to take revenge on a gigantic white
sperm whale known as Moby Dick.
Years earlier an encounter with the ferocious sea mammal cost Ahab his leg.
Now, driven by hatred, the whaler is determined to kill the monster at all
costs. Eventually, he and his crew spot Moby Dick in open waters for the final
showdown. In the ensuing battle, the whaler successfully harpoons the
beast, but unfortunately the line of his harpoon becomes wrapped around
his boat, so that when Moby Dick makes one last desperate plunge into the
ocean’s depths, in his wake he takes Ahab and the crew with him to their
doom.
The fate of Ahab became inextricably wrapped up with the fate of the whale.
Wherever Moby Dick decided to go the captain had to follow; the harpoon
line bound them together forever.
So it is with believers and Jesus: When we put our faith in God’s Son, it is as
if we have “harpooned” ourselves to him. We are so united with Jesus that
from that point forward, wherever he goes before us we are destined to
follow. His journey becomes our journey. Surging ahead of us, by the Holy
Spirit he draws us after him. He has us so “wrapped up” in himself that our
“fate” is defined exclusively by who he is, what he’s doing, how he’s blessed,
and most importantly, by where he’s headed — into the future, the heavens,
the promises, the world.
Jesus is the goal of each of these four destinations. He is also the means for
us to get there. Because he precedes us, he reaches each destination first.
Therefore, our lives — similar to Ahab’s fate of being irreversibly entwined
with Moby Dick — are forever tied up with where he goes before us. With
us in tow, Jesus plunges into the depths of the everlasting kingdom
purposes of our loving God. This represents another expression of his
spectacular supremacy.
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Christ Goes BEFORE Us Today:

In All Things He Remains Prior
How he goes before us depends entirely on the grand implications of the
New Testament teaching about our union with Christ. Likening Jesus’
relationship with us to an arch or a whale makes sense only because, first of
all, by the Father’s decree and the Spirit’s daily initiative all saints abide in
him.
Paul uses the phrase “in Christ” over 150 times, emphasizing how Christians
have been enfolded into Christ — we’ve been embedded in him. Our lives
have been “hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3).
The entire drama of redemption is not only about Christ but also situated in
Christ. Our identity in Christ is the basis for our whole journey with him.
The gospel declares that we are freely invited to enter into union with Christ
— into a joyful participation in everything that’s true about him as well as
into everything that belongs to him. Consequently, in every dimension of
discipleship Jesus must remain prior. Always he must go before us into all the
Father holds out to us.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Jesus is prior.
All things are yours . . . because you are joined to Christ and belong
to him. And Christ is joined to God (1 Corinthians 3).
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• Jesus is prior.
You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God. Christ is your life.
When he appears again, you also will appear with him in heaven’s
glory (Colossians 3).

• Jesus is prior. In Christ we are fully received by the Father. Therefore, all
of the inexhaustible riches in Christ (Ephesians 3) have now become ours
unconditionally because they are ours positionally in him.
• Jesus is prior. In ourselves we do not possess anything. But we do possess
Christ, or better yet, we are possessed by him. So we belong to him to
whom all things belong. Therefore, for all eternity we can expect to enjoy
God’s indescribable riches in Christ Jesus, entering into them because
already we have entered into him.
• Jesus is prior. Even so, from the hour of our salvation, the Father has
treated each of us as if Christ were us and we were Christ. That’s why the
Father longs to lavish on us every spiritual blessing already poured out
on his Son (Ephesians 1).
• Jesus is prior. For us to be fruitful, the Father must first graft us into Christ
as our Vine so that we become joined to him as we remain in him drawing
our life from him (John 15).
• Jesus is prior. Our “clothes” already have been laid out for us as we enter
each day. We “put on Christ” as our singular identity (Romans 13;
Ephesians 6).
• Jesus is prior. Therefore, even now we have no life except in Christ alone
(Philippians 1).
• Jesus is prior. We follow him into his victory. Christ died to sin; now we
do too — in him. Christ rose again; now we walk in newness of life — in
him. Christ ascended; now, in him, we share in the saving impact of his
reign (Romans 6; Ephesians 2).
• Jesus is prior. In this union, what Christ inherits, we inherit (Romans 8).
We are in full possession of this treasure long before we experience all
of it.
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• Jesus is prior. Who he is, right now, is what we are to become! In other
words, one day when he returns, our “life hidden with Christ in God” will
be gloriously manifested for all it truly is (Colossians 3). We will become
fully conformed to his image (Romans 8), with resurrection bodies like the
one he enjoys already (Philippians 3).
• Jesus is prior. Therefore, to all who are in Christ, Scripture promises we
are “predestined” (destined ahead of time) to be presented at the throne
“holy and blameless before God in love” (Ephesians 1).
• Jesus is prior. Dwelling in him, we have been put on end times’
“resurrection ground” because already death has been “swallowed up” in
his victory (1 Corinthians 15). I am justified before God because in union
with his Son I may walk “just as if I’d” already been raised from the dead.
• Jesus is prior. We should act as if the Consummation is upon us because
in Christ it really is! It may not be chronologically near, but it is always
Christologically near. The soon-to-be renovated universe, under Christ’s
lordship, initially makes itself known wherever new believers become
“new creations” in Christ Jesus. In fact, one of Jesus’ biblical titles, Son of
Man, serves to honor him as the preview of what we all will be like when
the Father finally finishes conforming us — body and soul — to the image
of Christ.
• Jesus is prior. We not only anticipate eternal life after death, but in him,
at this very moment, we are nourished with that same eternal life before
death; right now in him we inhabit eternity as he shares his glorified life
with us. The essentials of all that’s promised to us in Christ at the close of
the age, God has made ours in Christ now in the middle of the age.
• Jesus is prior. We have been sealed in him by the Holy Spirit, marked and
kept for all that is yet to come. The Spirit guarantees that nothing of the
Father’s designs and desires for us in Christ will be missing when it is all
said and done.
• Jesus is prior. Forever, our existence will be defined by how we flourish
in our union with him as the Sovereign of the universe. He will never
cease going before us to take us further and further into all the Father
desires for us for all time to come.
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• Jesus is prior. This is why our union with him creates in us a sense of
restlessness, an expectant way of looking at life, as we anticipate all that
lies ahead of us when his reign reaches its culmination.
I do not consider myself to have “arrived”, spiritually, nor do I consider
myself already perfect. But I keep going on, grasping ever more firmly
that purpose for which Christ grasped me . . . All of us who are spiritually
adult should set ourselves this sort of ambition (Philippians 3,
PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

• Jesus is prior. As a popular 19th-century hymn put it: “Blessed assurance,
Jesus is mine. Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine.”
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As Jesus Goes BEFORE Us Today:

Where Is He Headed?
Like the pace car that leads the
way in the opening lap of a
NASCAR competition, the Lord
Jesus Christ sets the pace for his
people. He surges out ahead of his
Church in four crucial directions, all
at the same time:

He goes before us into the FUTURE.
He goes before us into the HEAVENS.
He goes before us into the PROMISES.
He goes before us into the WORLD.
We should have no fears as he advances and we follow. Wherever he goes
before us we can safely follow — onward (into the future), upward (into the
heavens), inward (into the promises), and outward (into the world). Untold
blessings await those who follow him every mile of the way because:
He goes before us onward into the FUTURE
to bring it back to us.
He goes before us upward into the HEAVENS
to bring us into it.
He goes before us inward into the PROMISES
to make them ours too.
He goes before us outward into the WORLD
to open the way for us to serve.

Let’s examine each of these directions, one at a time.
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Christ Goes BEFORE Us Today:

Onward Into the Future
to Bring It Back to Us
A Nobel Prize winner in 1921, and
regarded by many as “the father
of modern physics,” Albert
Einstein is best known for his
equation E=mc2.
This “general theory of relativity”
redefined our understanding of
time and space, and even the very
structure of the universe. Space
and time are relative and flexible rather than absolute concepts. Space and
time bend, wave, curve.
The noted scientist concluded that events that seem to be simultaneous may
not be. It all depends on the observer’s frame of reference. For example, he
proved that time passes slightly faster for a hiker at the top of a mountain
compared to its speed for those standing at the base. Conceivably, then,
someone traveling at the speed of light could find himself in a totally
different point of history than another person standing still — years apart,
in fact.
The point: Even based on the limited discoveries of Einstein and quantum
physicists, it is not a stretch for us to speak of our Lord Jesus going before
us into the future in order to bring splendid aspects of that future back to
us.
Think of it this way: Geographically-speaking we know Jesus’ reign can be
fully but simultaneously present in two cities or two lives on opposite sides
of the globe. Even so, chronologically-speaking his reign can be fully
engaged now and later — in the present and in the future — simultaneously.
It should come as no surprise, therefore, to say that on our behalf he has
gone ahead of us into God’s future in order to bring vital facets of it —
preliminary measures of the fullness of the life that await us — back to us,
for us to enjoy here and now.
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µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Who holds the future? Jesus claims he does. He says:
I am Alpha and Omega, First and Last, Beginning and End
(Revelation 22).

Not only is he honored as the One who “is and was” but also as the One
“who is to come” (Revelation 1). Our Savior has reached the grand climax
of history ahead of us. Even now, the future can be seen in him with
dramatic specificity.
• By his resurrection and ascension God’s Son precedes us into the
future of the universe, thus becoming humankind’s one and only hope.
In his great mercy he has given us a new birth and a hope that is alive.
It is alive because Jesus Christ rose from the dead. He has given us
new birth so that we might share in what belongs to him (1 Peter 1,
emphasis added).

• Creation’s future will be defined and decided not, first of all, through
apocalyptic interventions but through a Person. Not only is Christ
leading us to the end, he is waiting for us at the end because he himself
is the “End.” Not only does he call his disciples to follow him to the end,
but he also brings back to us foretastes of the end as he reigns among us
right now the way he will rule among us then.
• Christ fulfills in himself our grandest expectations about what
eternity holds for us. All of God’s promises are defined by him and
consummated in him. Therefore, today those in union with him already
are enjoying delights of the life designed eventually to saturate the new
heavens and earth. He’s been there before us. Therefore, he is able to
bring his indestructible life back to us, in the present, to share its blessings
with us, doing so not superficially but substantively.
• As the “firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 1, emphasis added), he’s
the vanguard of the day of resurrection. It has already arrived in him.
Furthermore, being designated the firstborn means he has become the
source of and the solitary heir of everything and everyone that comes
forth from the dead, who thereby gain a share in his death-defying life.
Simply put: All that is alive in him belongs to him, both now and later.
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• Similarly, the ascended Jesus presents himself before the eyes of the
universe as the firstfruits of the greater harvest yet to come
(1 Corinthians 15). In a profound sense, our own death has already been
swallowed up in victory. It happened when the long-anticipated, endtimes day of resurrection broke in upon our fallen world that first Easter
Sunday. Now, in his continuing incarnation, in his glorified humanity,
Jesus is Exhibit A of what all of his followers shall become when we are
glorified with him in the hour of his radiant reappearing.
• As the Son of Man, the Son of God portrays for us the destination of
God’s people eschatologically. In him, as the Son of Man, we see how
humankind one day will be reconstituted — humanity as the Creator
intended all along. Who Jesus is right now is what the redeemed one day
will become when we are fully conformed to his image.
God planned that those he had chosen would become like his Son.
In that way, Christ will be the first and most honored among many
brothers (Romans 8).

• Because Christ has gone ahead of us into the Consummation, we can
look at him and say with the reformer John Calvin:
Although I am weak, there is Jesus — powerful enough to make me
stand straight. Although I am feeble, there is Jesus — already living
in immortal glory and what he has right now will be given to me, and
I will partake of all his benefits.

• He has gone before us into the future to prepare for all saints our
dwelling place in his approaching kingdom. Compare two statements
he made in the upper room:
There are many rooms in my Father’s house . . . I am going there to
prepare a place for you. If I go and do that, I will come back. And I will
take you to be with me. Then you will also be where I am (John 14).

Then, a few minutes later he prayed:
So now, Father, give glory to me in heaven where your throne . . .
Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am. I
want them to see my glory, the glory you have given me (John 17).

• Primarily, it is through the Holy Spirit that Jesus brings the future to
us. He promised in the upper room:
The Spirit will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has
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heard. He will tell you about the future. He will bring me glory by telling
you whatever he receives from me (John 16, NLT, emphasis added).

Although we may not experience the quantity of the future blessings of
the Consummation, Christ by the Holy Spirit pours into us the quality of
the blessings of our coming life with him.
• Specifically, we have been sealed in Christ by the Holy Spirit as a
down payment on all that is waiting for us from our Lord in the
coming ages (Ephesians 1). The Spirit’s presence among us as God’s
people guarantees to us the total fulfillment of the future toward which
Christ currently is leading us (2 Corinthians 1).
• His Spirit abiding within us is, in fact, the very “presence of the
future” we will one day share under Christ’s reign. Already through the
Spirit’s activity among us, we have been allowed to “taste of the powers
of the age to come” (Hebrews 6).
• Now, as we follow Jesus, we are invited to present ourselves to God
as if we were already raised from the dead, so as to walk in the
newness of his risen life.
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life (Romans 6, NIV).

• Outside of Christ, we once were “dead men walking.” In union with
Christ who has gone before us into eternity, today we have become
risen men and women reigning.
For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one
man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ (Romans 5, NIV).

• Jesus puts us on resurrection ground so that we may present
ourselves to the Father as those whom he regards as having passed
from death into life through our Savior (Romans 6; John 5). Participating by faith in Jesus’ end-times resurrection, we are treated by God as
if we currently were standing on the other side of judgment day.
• We have been forged so thoroughly to a destiny inseparable from the
destiny of God’s Son that we are reckoned by the Father as if we’ve
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already been glorified. He receives us and treasures us as if we are living
with Christ at the end in the universal displays of his kingdom. Note how
all these verbs are put in the past tense:
And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also
justified; those he justified, he also glorified (Romans 8, NIV, emphasis
added).

• Therefore, abiding in Jesus we too should follow him daily as if the
Consummation had arrived because in a very real sense, through our
union with the One who has gone before us into the future, it has!
We are receiving a kingdom that can’t be shaken. So let us be
thankful. Then we can worship God in a way that pleases him. We will
worship him with deep respect and wonder (Hebrews 12, NIV).

• In Christ we should live today as if already we had stepped into the
Holy City that someday soon, at the end, will descend out of heaven
(Revelation 21-22).
You’ve come to Mount Zion, the city where the living God resides. The
invisible Jerusalem is populated by throngs of festive angels and
Christian citizens. It is the city where God is Judge, with judgments
that make us just. You’ve come to Jesus, who presents us with a new
covenant, a fresh charter from God. He is the Mediator of this
covenant (Hebrews 12, MSG).

• Around the globe, united to Christ, believers are abiding daily in the
coming age through abiding daily in him. He is for us, here and now,
the substance and source of the new creation that one day soon will
engulf all things, especially saints from all the ages.
• • So, as we said previously, we might say that even if the end is not
yet chronologically near, it is always Christologically near. It resides in
him, while at the same time he resides among us. What a transaction that
is! In Christ the future remains forever “at hand.” It is always impending,
always imminent because at every moment “the Judge is standing at the
door” (James 5).
• Therefore, we should live in continual anticipation of “approximations” of the Consummation. We should expect to experience such
foretastes in very practical ways as Christ brings the future back to us to
directly unleash among us preliminary installments of its promises. Specif-
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ically, Jesus brings us experiences of the future right now by how he
expresses his supremacy within us, and through us, and upon us right now
(see the next three chapters which spell out these three manifestations).

Selah
pause | think | pray

The Wrap
A homeless army veteran from the Iraq War was seen sitting on a sidewalk
outside of Madison Square Garden one cold evening, holding a sign that
simply said: “I have no hope.” Many in our churches might be tempted to
replicate his sign if they were to be totally honest about how they feel day
to day about their own tough circumstances. Many of us need to discover
afresh our hope because Christ has gone before us into the future — in
order to bring it back to us, to unleash its blessings among us, and in the
process to transform us — right now!
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The riches of the gospel (as Paul terms it) is simply this:
Christ is in you! Yes, Christ is in you bringing with him the hope of all the
glorious things to come. So, naturally, we proclaim Christ! We warn
everyone we meet, and we teach everyone we can, all that we know
about him, so that, if possible, we may bring every man up to his full
maturity in Christ. This is what I am working at all the time, with all
the strength that God gives me (Colossians 1, PHILLIPS, emphasis
added).

In contrast to that abandoned vet’s experience of hopelessness, another Iraq
War soldier suffering disabilities from the impact of a terrorist’s IED, found
out recently there can be extraordinary liberation in Christ that comes with
power straight from the future. Even though permanently confined to a
wheel chair, he testified to his friends: “I’m beginning to feel like Christ is
resurrecting me.”
In other words, he sensed God’s Son infusing him with a substantial
sampling of the future day of resurrection — which is what Romans 8
teaches all believers to expect.
But your spirit is alive because you have been made right with God.
The Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you.
So the God who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your
bodies, which are going to die. He will do this by the power of his
Spirit, who lives in you (Romans 8, NIV).

Or as the New Living Translation puts the passage:
And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die
because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made
right with God. The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead,
lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will
give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you
(Romans 8).
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Christ Goes BEFORE Us Today:

Upward Into the Heavens
to Bring Us Into It
On July 20, 1969, leading the Apollo 11 mission, Neil Armstrong became the
first person to stand on the moon. Millions around the globe watched as he
touched the lunar surface, stating on behalf of the entire human race: “One
small step for [a] man, one giant leap for mankind.”
Apollo 11’s official mission patch, which is sewn onto flight suits and other
NASA gear used in the mission, portrayed an eagle descending toward the
lunar surface with an olive branch, a symbol of peace (the lunar module that
landed on the moon was named “Eagle”). In the first draft, the eagle held the
olive branch in its beak, but at the end, to avoid any appearance of a warlike
image, the branch was placed in its talons. The message conveyed was that
Armstrong’s mission was one of peace (the landing spot on the moon was
named “Sea of Tranquility”), commissioned to bring the nations together
around something larger than any of us, and for the sake of all of us.
The Apollo 11 mission provides us a useful metaphor of the second
dimension of who Christ is before us. He is the One who has entered the
heavens to bring us there with him — not later but now. The Son of Man
took a “step” that makes it possible for mankind to make the “giant leap” out
of sin's domain of doom into the presence of the Father's holy glory because
he has gone there ahead of us to prepare the way and make us welcomed.
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Jesus’ blood shed on the cross effectively reconciles us back to God, making
peace where once there was enmity, so that heaven itself now has become
for all believers a cosmic “Sea of Tranquility” forever. “Before the Throne it was
like a clear crystal sea” (Revelation 4, MSG).
Here’s a secret not revealed until years later: As a devout Presbyterian, Buzz
Aldrin, the other astronaut in this historic lunar landing, privately celebrated
communion on the moon (his chalice is now on display in his local church)—a
further reminder of Jesus taking the victory he secured for us on the cross with
him as he went before us into the heavens.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• “Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exalted head,” wrote
Charles Wesley in his popular Easter hymn. He who descended for us is
the one who now has ascended with us.
• From the moment Jesus entered into the throne room it became the
Church's prime focus as well. Wherever Christ has preceded us we may
safely go, even into the presence of the eternal, holy, triune God of the
universe.
• From his place of supremacy Jesus gives us ready access into heaven
— unhindered and unlimited — forever. He gives us permission to
enter; he makes our “introductions” for us. Therefore, daily we may act as
if we have physically entered into the throne room of eternity, invited to
walk up freely into direct engagement with the Father the same way the
Son is engaged with the Father already.
There is One who speaks to the Father in our defense, Jesus Christ,
the Righteous One (1 John 2).

• The Ascension makes the person of the living Lord Jesus our
constant, cordial meeting place with our Creator.
Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one
— for God himself has given us right standing with himself. Who
then will condemn us? No one — for Christ Jesus died for us and
was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at
God’s right hand, pleading for us. Can anything ever separate us
from Christ’s love? (Romans 8, NLT).
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• We might say our ascended Lord hosts us in the Father’s presence.
Immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He
took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on
his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set us down
in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah. Now God has
us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to
shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2,
MSG).

• He is our “friend in court” because his blood has secured for us a “not
guilty” verdict before the Judge of all.
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ . . . He came and preached peace
to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household . . .
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2, NIV).

• However, he reigns as a King who is also a Priest, simultaneously. His
person and his priesthood are forever inseparable. Only because he
serves in both roles are we delivered from spiritual bankruptcy so as to
freely pursue all that the heavens hold for those who belong to him.
• Christ substituted himself for us, living our life for us, in place of us,
and then took all of that into heaven ahead of us so we could freely
follow. He did so by incarnation, by a perfect life, by crucifixion, by
resurrection, and by a victorious ascension. Then he took his finished work
with him, ahead of us, for us, into the Father’s house and laid it down, on
our behalf, before the Father’s throne. As our King-Priest he comes before
God on our behalf and for our sakes so that we can come before the
Father offering our passionate prayers of support on behalf of his
kingdom agenda and for the sake of his glorious name.
• We do not go from Jesus to the Father. Rather we go in Jesus and with
Jesus to the Father. In principle, when he ascended and entered the
heavens, he took us with him. He is sitting at the right hand of the
Father. He does not have to call from afar; he merely needs to “whisper”
in the Father’s ear (as it were) on our behalf and heaven’s treasury is
opened to us.
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• By his very presence at God’s right hand, Jesus guarantees answers
for every prayer we will ever make for the sake of his fame and reign,
even before we speak. Our prayers are powerful and effective, therefore,
to the degree that they are shaped by and compatible with his prior
agenda and his prior appeals before the Father’s face.
I will do whatever you ask in my name that the Son may bring glory
to the Father (John 14, NIV).

• Because Jesus has gone before us into the heavens, we are now
invited into the “Trinity unity” that existed before anything was
made. We are enfolded into the inner life of the triune God because our
Redeemer has made a way for us, going before us. The extraordinary,
intimate relationship the Son enjoys with the Father is now opened to us
and shared with us. It was his first; now he makes it ours as well. In fact, it
is as if when we're speaking to God, Jesus’ tongue becomes our tongue;
as we behold God’s glory, Jesus’ eyes become our eyes. It is by the lifting
up of his hands that we are lifted to the Father as living sacrifices for him.
• In Christ we have gained far more than what was lost when Adam
rebelled. Before sin entered the world, Adam walked with God in the cool
of the day in a well-defined garden. However, forgiven and reborn in
Christ, today we walk into the very heavens to dwell with God in the blaze
of his glory. This is a fellowship that has no end and no limits because it
is the fellowship that first belonged to the Son, which he now shares with
all who are alive in him.
• Jesus daily demonstrates God’s “prevenient grace” toward us.
“Prevenient” describes something that has “preceded” others or
“prepared” the way for them. In the same sense, from beginning to end
our Savior’s saving work is prevenient. He precedes us into the heavens to
prepare the way for us to enter freely into incomparable riches held out
to us in the Father’s hands.
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Christ BEFORE Us — in the Book of Hebrews

Hebrews, more than any other book of Scripture, abounds with insights on
the “BEFORE us” dimensions of Christ’s supremacy. It testifies throughout to
ways Christ goes ahead of us to open the heavens to us.
• Hebrews 3: Like an apostle, Jesus pioneers the way for us into the
heavens, and now like a high priest he is waiting there to greet us.
Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling,
fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle
and high priest (Hebrews 3, NIV).

• Hebrews 6: As our forerunner into God’s presence, Jesus anchors our
welcome there.
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters
the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus,
has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the
order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 6, NIV).

• Hebrews 7: Jesus lives to always plead our case in heaven’s
courtroom so we can abide there without fear.
But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. Such a
high priest truly meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure,
set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens (Hebrews 7, NIV).

• Hebrews 9: Jesus' sacrifice, taken into the Holy Place, gives us free
and permanent access there.
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But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect
tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a
part of this creation . . . he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by
his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption . . . now to appear
for us in God’s presence . . . he has appeared once for all at the
culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself
(Hebrews 9, NIV).

• Hebrews 4: As our ascended and reigning High Priest, Jesus invites
us to come boldly to join him before God’s throne.
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we
profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin. Let us then approach
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need (Hebrews 4, NIV).

• Hebrews 10: Our great High Priest became a way for us into the
heavens when there was no way — when we had no hope of finding
a way.
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have
a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a
sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful (Hebrews 10, NIV).
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The Wrap
The supremacy of Christ serves as our "bridge" to the Father. That’s what the
Bible means by describing his reign, in part, as “mediatorial” in its effects.
He’s like the Brooklyn Bridge that provides travelers access into “the Big
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Apple” with all the excitements and sights of Times Square. We could say the
bridge “mediates” a way for us.

Jesus is our bridge who “mediates” — who crosses over — the abyss created
by sin that separates humankind from God. Furthermore, he is also the
highway on the bridge by which sinners may access all that God has for us in
Christ. Paul declares:
God our Savior . . . wants all people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself
as a ransom for all people (1 Timothy 2, NIV).

As our bridge, Jesus transfers us from the shame of darkness into the reign
of light (Colossians 1); he lifts us up to the heavens to share every blessing
he has secured. He dislocates us from the fallen race of Adam with its tyranny
of sin and death, and relocates us to share in his triumphs of righteousness
and life (Romans 5).
As salvation's bridge, Jesus precedes us into the Holy Father’s presence to
present us there without fear of condemnation and without limits on the
outpouring of the fullness of God’s grace. Because he intercedes for us by
going before us, we can be certain the Father will withhold nothing good
from us (Romans 8).
As our bridge, Jesus prepares a “way in the wilderness” (Isaiah 40) so that we
can cross over the infinite gulf created by our sin and pursue on the other
side eternal treasures filled with the Father's love. All of it belongs to us
because the One who has gone before us, upward into the heavens, has all
authority to invite us to join with him in all the wholeness and holiness that
surrounds him.
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Christ Goes BEFORE Us Today:

Inward Into the Promises
to Make Them Ours Too
Many English literature scholars consider Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations,
though not as long as some of his other novels, to be the height of his
literary prowess.
The term “expectations” in 19th-century England referred to one’s anticipated
inheritance. To have “great expectations” would imply the heirs expected a
fairly significant endowment once they came of age.
In the book’s title, however, Dickens gave the phrase a double meaning: a
promising financial windfall as well as a promising destiny for the main
character, Pip.
One of the most dramatic moments in the story occurs when Pip learns that
he, though an orphan, has “great expectations” provided by a common
criminal named Magwitch, whom Pip tried to rescue from capture years
earlier. Deported to Australia for his crimes, Magwitch ended up making a
fortune there. He returned to England to repay Pip for his kindness to him
those many years ago, determined to see him transformed into a real
gentleman. Because of the one who had gone before him, the poor, disillusioned orphan now unexpectedly looked forward to a future filled with
“great expectations”—a destiny of unimagined blessings inherited from
another who secured it for him years before.
The tale illustrates, in part, what the Lord Jesus Christ has accomplished for
us. The world makes many promises that turn out to be fickle, false, and
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fading. Then, to our utter amazement, from the most unlikely source (from
One who was crucified as a common criminal) we are presented with “great
expectations” — inexhaustible riches beyond belief, an inheritance that
encompasses all of the promises ever made to believers by the triune God,
with the entire universe thrown in as well!
Here’s how Paul puts it to us:
You are familiar with the generosity of our Master, Jesus Christ. Rich
as he was, he gave it all away for us — in one stroke he became poor
and we became rich (2 Corinthians 8, MSG).

Therefore Paul reassures us:
My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory
in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4, NIV).

He adds further:
The Father has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1, NIV).

Christ, who has bought and paid for all of God’s promises, secured them, first
of all, for himself — they are his alone, by right and by sacrifice. But now he
intends to share them with all of God’s people. What a generous Monarch!
He endows us with his “great expectations”!

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• All the promises of God’s Word to God’s people belong to God’s Son
first of all. The promises and the “Promise-er” are forged together forever.
All of heaven’s riches are bound up in our Lord exclusively and their
ultimate blessings will be culminated in our Lord conclusively.
• The promises were “closed up” into him so that they could be
“opened up” unto us with infinite possibilities because he first made
them his own. Only in him do the promises ever become ours. “Christ not
only offers us something for nothing. He even offers us everything for
nothing” (C. S. Lewis).
• Essentially, Scripture declares God's promises to be fulfilled in and
filled full of his Son.
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For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us
. . . was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.” For no
matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ.
And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God
. . . [He] put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is
to come (2 Corinthians 1, NIV).

• There are nearly 7,000 separate promise statements found
throughout the Bible (including different ways of announcing similar
prospects), and all of them are “Yes” to us in Christ. They belong to
Jesus to start with. They all are summed up in him. They all are about him,
embodied in him, purchased by him, inherited by him, enriched in him,
guaranteed by him, fulfilled in him. Only then does the Father apply them
to us — yet even then, this is for the prime purpose of exalting Jesus.
• We have no hope beyond who the person of Christ is in his
spectacular supremacy. He gives us access into God’s abounding grace,
so that we can continually “rejoice in the hope of the glory of God,”
knowing that in him our hope “will not disappoint us” because God’s love
for us in Christ is poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5).
• Put simply, his person and position in the universe guarantee to us
his promises. In Christ, the promises have been enhanced, enriched,
expanded, and then signed over to those who belong to him.
• In our Savior, we have become unconditional beneficiaries of
the triune God. Through Jesus we have inherited inexpressible
provisions — given by the Father to the Son to be endowed lavishly by
the Spirit on all the saints.
• Our breadth of our "great expectations" in Christ provide additional
evidence of his supremacy. In other words, when the Father’s promises
are thoroughly implemented in the Son this will make even more obvious
and more wonderful — before the Church and the nations — the glorious
riches of the reign of Christ.
• Therefore, we have every reason to be reassured about the prospects
of those who rest in Christ. Life under his scepter may not provide us all
the explanations we want for what God is up to in our lives, our churches,
our nation, our generation. But we have all the promises God’s people will
ever want or need — and that should be enough for now to fill us with
confidence and courage in the face of any challenges.
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• Here’s what’s new about the new covenant we celebrate at every
Lord’s Supper. As the Father’s heir, Jesus has become the guarantee of a
better covenant with God — a newly reconstituted covenant — extending
to us far greater promises, according to Hebrews 8.
• We serve a generous Father who invites us, on the basis of the
finished work of his ascended Son, to explore, share in, and benefit
from from the “inexhaustible riches in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3). We
can be sure, that having given us his Son on the cross, the Father will not
withhold any good thing from us, but with Christ will freely give us all
things (Romans 8).
• So, we can boldly say that because Christ goes before us we have
been welcomed into all of heaven’s resources. They are magnificent,
undefiled, never fading — laid before us in Christ himself. As a result, he
has become our highest treasure. Scripture tells us that in him are:
. . . hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
(Colossians 2, NIV).

Even so, in him there is:
. . . an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade (1 Peter 1, NIV).

Therefore, with resounding joy we shout:
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9, NIV).

• Furthermore, because Jesus goes before us to secure God’s promises
on behalf of all of God’s people, every single believer has received
equal rights to all of it. When an earthly inheritance is distributed, the
more heirs there are the less each person receives. Not so with Christ!
Every saint participates equally and to the fullest extent in what each
promise offers us. Not one single promise is ever diminished for any of us.
• This is why, in the end, Christ himself becomes the final and fullest
answer to every prayer based on God's promises. Christ encompasses
in his very person everything we long to receive from God, as well as
everything we long to become for God.
• For example, there’s not one of the six requests of “The Lord’s Prayer”
that does not point us to Christ as the final answer, even if initially
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the Father’s response provides only preliminary installments of the
promises Christ brings to us. We see:
(1) when Jesus is exalted, the Father’s name is exalted
(2) when Jesus reigns, God’s kingdom comes
(3) by Jesus’ work of redemption and justice, God’s eternal purposes are
accomplished on earth
(4) Jesus is the source that supplies all the daily needs of his people
(5) Jesus keeps his people bound together in a circle of love and
forgiveness
(6) Jesus rescues us to lead us in triumph over all the schemes of the
evil one
• Bottom line, Christ possesses nothing that he does not fully apply to
our benefit right now. As Jesus said:
And I confer [present tense] on you a kingdom, just as my Father
conferred one on me. (Luke 22, NIV).

• Thus, the scope of this hope should fill us with boundless
expectations as long and high and deep and wide as our vision of
Christ supreme. The reality of his lordship over all things in heaven and
earth should "explode" with Christ-focused awakenings that renew our
churches, our communities, our nation, and beyond with joyful,
unshakable confidence about the future and all the good things Christ’s
kingdom is bringing upon us.
• Therefore, far more than Abraham who saw Jesus only “at a distance”
(John 8), we who know the One who is the final heir of the promises
made to Abraham (Galatians 3) should never waver in unbelief.
Abraham is called the “father of all who believe” (Romans 4). How much
more should we who have become “fellow heirs with Christ” (Romans 8)
replicate Abraham’s unwavering certainty of the utter dependability of
the Father's promises. Even when fulfillments are delayed, we, like
Abraham should not grow weary in faith, but increase our celebration
over all that is to come, “being convinced that he who has promised is
able also to perform it” (Romans 4). The whole Church is called to “hold
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unswervingly” to our hope in Christ, especially as we “see the Day
approaching” when the promises are fulfilled dynamically, even at a
cosmic level (Hebrews 10, NIV).
• Christ will continue to go before us into the promises throughout
eternity as well.
God has raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2, NIV).

Both now and in the Consummation, we can say:
The Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd . . . He will
lead them to springs of living water (Revelation 7, NIV).

• Because he is in possession of all of God's promises, Christ holds out
to us the prospect of plunging ever deeper into God’s great love for
us, day after day. Therefore we should pray like Paul:
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ (Ephesians 3, NIV).

• What's so amazing is that with Jesus every promise that is fulfilled
actually gives birth to even greater reasons to hope! Every promise
that becomes reality encourages us to seek the Father for even more of
what he offers us in his Son because the inheritance he has shared with
us is never redundant or stagnant, but always bubbling with new
beginnings — creative, inventive, full of adventure, and taking us from
“glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3).
Out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we
have all received, grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual
blessing, favor upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift] (John 1, AMP).
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The Wrap
Imagine two hardy ice
fishermen, sitting side by
side on up-turned buckets in
the middle of a frozen lake in
Wisconsin, in the clutches of
a frigid January afternoon.
Both have carved holes in
the ice. Both hold poles with
their fishing lines dropping
through the holes into the
water. But look closer. One
has carved a hole the size of a bass. The other has spent over an hour sawing
out an opening the size of a whale (which means, of course, he’s fishing for
something that makes no sense for Wisconsin!).
Clearly, the first sportsman is thinking only of his next meal; he’s hoping to
catch something big enough to provide the main course that evening. On
the other hand, his companion is focused on catching something big
enough to feed himself, and his family and friends, for the next 60 days. What
a faith he displays as he fishes! He believes there’s something bigger to be
caught, somewhere swimming under the icy lake, just waiting for him to
come and get it.
Even so, as we follow Jesus, should we not approach each day with a similar
perspective? If we believe Christ is supreme, then there’s no doubt he has
every right and every capacity to go before us, inward into God’s promises,
to secure them and make them his own in order to turn around and share
them with us — which is precisely what he has done!
Combined, God's promises are equally "whale-sized"! They are as
unbounded in their outcomes as is the Savior himself through whom they
have become ours. Ephesians says it well:
. . . take in with all followers of Jesus the extravagant dimensions of
Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length!
Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness
of God. God can do anything, you know — far more than you could
ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! (MSG).
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Christ Goes BEFORE Us Today:

Outward Into the World
to Open the Way
for Us to Serve
For all of us today, King Jesus remains out in front of us, calling us, drawing
us, leading us forward — even more accurately, leading us outward, in all
directions — to follow him to the ends of the earth. This fourth initiative
“BEFORE us” is pictured by a famous statue that dominates the skyline in
Madison, Wisconsin.
It doesn’t take long for visitors to discover the golden lady atop the dome of
the legislative complex in the center of the state’s capital city.
There in the heart of the town she stands, elevated so everyone can see her
several blocks away, clothed in brilliant gold leaf. The sculpture is actually
named “Wisconsin” but is affectionately called “Miss Forward” by many
because her right arm is outstretched to symbolize Wisconsin’s state motto,
which is just one word: “Forward!”
It’s as if every sunrise she rises again in the midst of the daily bustle below,
persistently urging her “subjects” to keep moving forward on all fronts —
educationally, politically, economically, commercially, socially, culturally.
Similarly, the Head of the Church calls those who dwell under his scepter to
think forward — to choose to move forward with him as we move outward
with him — advancing into the world with him to spread his good news and
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fulfill his kingdom’s agenda, especially among the nearly three billion people
who have no knowledge of Jesus, and no one like them, near them, to tell
them (unless we go to them).
As we’ve seen so far, wherever Jesus goes before us we can safely follow —
onward (into the future), upward (into the heavens), inward (into the
promises); and now, outward (into the world).
Jesus is not only the ultimate revelation of God, but because of that he is also
the ultimate revolution of God. He boldly takes us, his people, into the world
to serve him in opportunities that we might not have imagined, often
among people quite different from ourselves, and in places where we would
have never dared to tread on our own — except for the fact that Jesus
already has gone before us to open a way for us to serve.

µ

Snapshots and Starter Thoughts

• Even in the passage about the Good Shepherd, Jesus indicates
clearly that he intends to lead his flock out of familiar pens into wideopen spaces in search of even more sheep to hear his voice and join
his fold. We read in John 10:
The shepherd walks right up to the gate . . . He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out . . . they follow because they are familiar
with his voice . . . You need to know that I have other sheep in
addition to those in this pen. I need to gather and bring them, too.
They’ll also recognize my voice. Then it will be one flock, one
Shepherd (MSG).

• Jesus plants and tends “crops” and then places workers to harvest
them. According to Matthew 9, the fields are more ready to be harvested
than we had imagined. The only thing lacking is enough laborers to be
“thrown out” (the literal meaning of the Greek word is even more
explosive in its implications) — thrust into the midst of flourishing fields
made ready by the One who reigns as Lord over the harvest and prepares
the way to send forth the laborers.
• The second of two parables about a sower (Matthew 13)
demonstrates how Jesus makes a way for us to serve. In the second
account, he tells us the “field is the world,” the sower “is the Son of Man,”
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and the seeds are “the children of the Kingdom.” Observe: The sower flings
out his followers into any part of the world he chooses to bring forth fruit.
Wherever he sends them, he has prepared the soil. Paul reinforces this
truth in Ephesians 2:10 (emphasis added):
We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus.
Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for
us to do.

• Having all authority in heaven and on earth, Jesus promised his
newly commissioned disciples that wherever they found themselves
as they traversed the nations, he would be with them (Matthew 28).
There is no place his ambassadors go where he does not precede them,
set the stage for their arrival, prepare to work through them when they
get there, and remain to sustain the impact of his saving reign long after
they move on to do it again somewhere else.
• As a contemporary maxim puts it, “Christ meets us where he sends
us.” Every morning when we climb out of bed and prepare to engage
with the world again — whether on the job, at school, in the
neighborhood, or flying to another country to plant new churches — we
rise to serve the One who not only sends us out but who goes ahead of
us, is at work before we arrive, waits to greet us when we get there, and
then involves us in what he has already initiated in places and people.
• Our mission to earth’s unreached is not a fool’s errand, because
wherever we go Christ has already gone before of us to open the way
for us to serve. Paul reminded Athenian philosophers that in God’s
presence all of humanity “lives, and moves, and has their being.” Therefore,
it follows that all people (whether they know it or not at this moment) live
and move and have their being under the reign of God’s Son — before
we ever reach them to tell them of his saving work. Wherever we go,
therefore, our job is to help people see, believe, and enter into a kingdom
that is already bearing down on top of them.
• Jesus is the door opener for every mission into which he calls his
people. To the church in Philadelphia he declared:
What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open
. . . I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut
(Revelation 3, NIV).
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Since the Father has given his Son the keys to death and Hades
(Revelation 1) we can be sure he holds all other keys to unlock every door
into cities and nations through which his people may enter to proclaim
his name, spread his fame, and increase his gain.
• Frequently Paul experienced Jesus opening doors before him; it
became for him a major prayer focus.
I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. But . . . a
great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many
who oppose me (2 Corinthians 16, NIV).
Pray for us that God may open a door for our message so that we may
proclaim the mystery of Christ (Colossians 4, NIV).

• Christ went ahead of Peter and prepared the way for his initial
outreach to Gentiles. We read in Acts 10 that Jesus first prepared the
heart of a Roman centurion, Cornelius, so that he was ready to take the
gospel seriously. Next, Jesus visited Peter through a vivid vision, which
was repeated three times, urging him each time to eat ceremonially
unclean animals. This reassured the apostle that going into Gentile
territory was thoroughly proper because his Lord had gone before him to
open the way for him to reach them. The results were so amazing that
when the church leaders in Jerusalem demanded a full report, Peter
responded like this:
So I ask you: “If God gave the same exact gift to them as to us when
we believed in the Master Jesus Christ, how could I object to God?”
Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And then, as it sank
in, they started praising God. “It’s really happened! God has broken
through to the other nations, opened them up to Life” (MSG).

• Before we’re even aware that people are ready to hear and believe
the gospel, Christ has gone before of us to make them ready; he
knows exactly where they are and how we can best reach them. For
example, in Corinth Paul initially found so much resistance that he was
ready to move on to the next city. But Jesus opened Paul’s eyes to how
he had gone before him to make Corinth ready for the gospel. We read:
One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision. “Don’t be afraid,” he said.
“Keep on speaking. Don’t be silent. I am with you. No one will attack
you and harm you. I have many people in this city.”So Paul stayed there
for a year and a half. He taught them God’s word (Acts 18, emphasis
added).
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Thus, Paul experienced one of his most effective times of ministry ever in
Corinth.
• Often, New Testament witnesses discovered that people’s hearts
already had been made ready by the Master before they could get to
them to give them an invitation to believe in Jesus. In Psidian Antioch,
for example, after being rejected by the local synagogue for three
Sabbaths in a row, Paul was delighted that “outsiders” (who also were the
least likely to respond) had been prepared beforehand and put their faith
in Christ.
When the non-Jewish outsiders heard this, they could hardly believe
their good fortune. All who were marked out for real life put their trust
in God – they honored God’s Word by receiving that life. And this
Message of salvation spread like wildfire all through the region
(Acts 13, MSG, emphasis added).

God gave Paul a vision of a Macedonian man pleading with them to come
there. Immediately they obeyed. In just a short time, Jesus brought them
to Lydia in Philippi “whose heart the Lord had opened.” She became the
first convert in Macedonia — the beginning of a tremendous harvest for
Christ’s kingdom throughout that entire region!
• Going before us into the world, Jesus not only opens doors but also
determines the perfect timing for us to go through those doors to
serve him. For example, a few years after not allowing Paul to enter Asia
Minor, finally Jesus brought him back to Ephesus. Now, amazingly, many
were ready to hear the message, as miracles flowed from the throne! We
read:
Each day he talked with people in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This
went on for two years. So all the Jews and Greeks who lived in Asia
Minor heard the word of the Lord . . . They held the name of the Lord
Jesus in high honor. Many who believed now came and openly
admitted the evil they had done. [Those who practiced] evil magic
brought their scrolls together. They set them on fire out in the open
. . . The word of the Lord spread everywhere. It became more and
more powerful (Acts 19).

• Christ marches ahead of us into the nations, leading us in his victory
parade. Borrowing from the familiar scene of Caesar leading captives
taken in battle back to Rome in chains — with Caesar riding at the head
of the procession of conquered slaves, and all of the city celebrating the
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victory — so Paul described King Jesus going before the apostle and his
team in similar fashion, opening the way for their mission for him and
marching them into it. He wrote:
In the Messiah, in Christ, God leads us from place to place in one
perpetual victory parade. Through us, he brings knowledge of Christ.
Everywhere we go, people breathe in the exquisite fragrance . . . This
is a terrific responsibility. Is anyone competent to take it on? No . . .
We stand in Christ’s presence when we speak; God looks us in the
face. We get what we say straight from God and say it as honestly as
we can (2 Corinthians 2, MSG, emphasis added).

• Christ promises to lead his followers to and through the gates of
Hades itself in order to build his Church (Matthew 16). He guarantees
that no barriers can constrain or prevent his advance. Sometimes he may
lead us through very dark valleys to accomplish a mission, but there is no
resistance or sacrifice through which he takes us that he has not
penetrated himself already, and from which he has not already emerged
victorious. It began when he took on our flesh, absorbed our judgment,
broke through the tomb, and ascended to the throne with all authority,
not only in heaven but also throughout the nations where he sends us.

Selah
pause | think | pray

The Wrap
The pastor of the world’s largest church told me he often looks to
Matthew 11:12 as one explanation for their growth over the past 60 years
from fewer than a hundred people to 800,000 members today. It reads:
Since the days of John the Baptist, the kingdom of heaven has been
advancing with force. And forceful people are taking hold of it
(Matthew 11, NIV).

His observation? As his people have increasingly recognized Christ’s
sovereign, saving initiatives on their streets, in their cities, and among the
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nations, their eagerness to participate with him has increased. As a result,
more and more they have become a “people of force” — laying hold of Jesus
and where he is headed, and then entering into what he already is doing.
In other words: Recognize the forceful advance of Christ's kingdom. Hear
his call to join him. Watch as he makes a way to serve him. Be inspired to lay
hold of the forceful advance of his kingdom, no matter what the cost.
The pastor’s perspective on Matthew 11:12 and its connection with the
tremendous growth of his megachurch reflects the motto of one of the most
famous outreaches in Church history — a paraphrase of Jesus’ words in
Matthew 11:12: “Our Lamb has conquered. Let us follow him.” Those two
sentences formed the marching orders of one of the greatest missionary
endeavors ever. Let’s take a moment to rehearse the amazing story behind
this historic movement.
The Moravian outreach emerged out of what church historians call the
“Moravian Pentecost” in August of 1727. As a result of a powerful work of
God’s Spirit bringing them into a “Christ Awakening,” this band of 200
religious refugees, sheltered on the estate of Count Nikolaus Ludwig Von
Zinzendorf (located in modern day Czech Republic), moved out on three
fronts. First, they began a 24/7 prayer watch (called “The Lord’s Watch”) that
continued for 100 years! As they prayed, they also spawned revival teams
that were thrust out into different parts of Europe. Next came hundreds of
missionaries who served Christ among unreached people groups across the
earth — often at great personal sacrifice, even martyrdom. This spiritual
momentum continued for generations!
Why did they pray and go like this?
It was because they were
convinced of two things: First,
Christ is supreme (“The Lamb has
conquered!"). Second, since he is
Lord of all and advancing his
global cause, they could think of
no better response than to say,
“Let us follow him.” They were
eager to get behind the One who
was going before them to open a
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way for them to serve, even as they called others (“let us”) to join them in
the mission.

Following Eternity’s Pathfinder:
Practical Implications
How should we respond to all of
this? How do we work with the
“BEFORE us” dimensions of Christ’s
supremacy as they are manifested
right now? What does it means to
follow Christ as “Eternity’s
Pathfinder”?
Hebrews 12 answers us in very
simple terms. As those running
the race that Jesus has already run, we need only to stay faithful to the
pathway he has pioneered. It says:
Such a large crowd of witnesses is all around us! So we must get rid
of everything that slows us down, especially the sin that just won’t let
go. And we must be determined to run the race that is ahead of us.
We must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith
complete (Hebrews 12, CEV).

This passage suggests three things are required of those who follow the
Christ who goes before us:
1) Daily Repentance. We are told here to cast away — renounce —
anything that would hinder our pursuit of him and all he has pioneered
for us.
We are to turn from anything that is not compatible with who Christ is and
where he is headed before us. We must leave behind anything not
compatible with the future he brings to us, or the heavens he bring us to, or
the promises he shares with us, or the mission into the world he has for us.
Repentance isn’t just about what we turn from; it is also about what
we turn toward, or rather Who we turn toward — the Christ who goes
before us.
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2) Abounding Hope. We find ourselves running a race that has already been
won, with our eyes focused ahead to the Victor who waits for us at the
finish line. This encourages us to run with our eyes wide open, with the
anticipation that there is so much more — to always be watching and
waiting and willing. Christians should be anything but complacent or selfsatisfied. We’re running to win! In Paul’s familiar expression:
But here is the one thing I do. I forget what is behind me. I push hard
toward what is ahead of me. I push myself forward toward the goal
to win the prize. God has appointed me to win it. The heavenly prize
is Christ Jesus himself (Philippians 3).

With such a great King who leads the way, we can be certain there’s always
so much more he deserves, designs, decrees — so much more, therefore,
he desires for us. Jesus explodes the boundaries of what we have
experienced so far of the future, the heavens, the promises, and the
mission. The Church is, after all, a band of receivers because we are a
society of seekers. As Paul puts it in 1 Corinthians 2:
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what
God has prepared for those who love him (NLT).

3) Anticipatory Discipleship.
At the 1984 Olympics in Los
Angeles,
the
world
witnessed the marvel of
what one might call “anticipatory discipline.” It so
happened that four years
earlier
the
US
had
boycotted the Games in
Russia in 1980 (for political
reasons). Therefore,
a
number
of
American
athletes had to spend not four but eight years getting themselves in
shape for an event (like running, pole vaulting, swimming) that would last
only a few minutes! All of this determination and sacrifice was inspired by
the vision of what lay ahead — a gold medal that might become theirs.
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Like those Olympians, training for years in anticipation of an event they
intended to win — which offered a medal currently beyond their grasp —
even so followers of God’s Son, anticipating so much more as we run the
race he has run before us, should retain the view Paul describes in
1 Corinthians 9:
Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person
gets the prize? So run to win! All athletes are disciplined in their
training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for
an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just
shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do
what it should (NLT).

In the same way, "anticipatory discipleship" declares:
Everything I do for Christ today is not only about today, but also about getting
myself prepared for even more of what Christ is getting ready to do with
me tomorrow.
"Aniticpatory discipleship" considers daily:
What new steps of obedience do I believe Jesus is asking me to take today in
order to be better prepared for additional victories tomorrow?
Consider the words of Joshua 3:5, as Israel stood ready to advance:
Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do great wonders among
you (Joshua 3, NLT).

“Anticipatory discipleship” acts on the outlook to which Peter calls us:
But in your hearts revere [treat as holy — as first place in your lives]
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have (1 Peter 3, NIV).

How can we respond in any lesser way to the Lord of heaven and earth in
whom we abide, who goes before us (as we go with him) into the future,
into the heavens, into the promises —and then into the world.
We never stop proclaiming this one great resolve:

“Our Lamb has conquered. Let us follow him!”
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A Tribute
Paraphrasing and personalizing a wide selection of Scriptures
Father, we come to you to proclaim the name of your Son together—
to spread his fame, embrace his reign, increase his gain, and honor his
claim about who he is before us. As we do, awake us to him afresh for
ALL that he is. May the praise we bring to him in these moments come
forth alive in us by your Spirit and rise up as a blessing to you forever.
We use your Word to magnify your Son, without whom we are nothing
and can do nothing. This tribute is all for Christ alone, our one and only
hope of glory, and the hope of all the nations.
Lord Jesus Christ, this is our tribute to YOU —
who you are BEFORE us.
We have set our minds and our affections on things above, where you
have gone before us into the presence of the Father, making a way for
us to follow, as you sat down on his glorious throne. We are dead and
our life is hidden now with you. Therefore, we can reckon ourselves to
be a part of the same perfect fellowship you have with the Father.
Truly, all things are ours because we belong to the Christ who precedes
us and welcomes us into the presence, promises, and purposes of the
triune God. We anticipate the day when, in a similar invitation, you will
go before us into the climax of the ages so that we might join you and
appear with you in glory.
Christ Is NOW!
You said that because your kingdom is forcefully advancing ahead of
us, we can lay hold of these prior initiatives, follow in the steps of your
triumphs, and as a result, become a people of kingdom breakthroughs
— all because you go before us. In this way you fill up Micah’s promise
when he foresaw One whose origins are from of old, from ancient
times, who would break open the way to go before us, that our King
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will pass through the gate and go ahead of us, leading us at the front
lines of God’s plan for the nations.
In this way, as you assured us, you are not only the gate of the
sheepfold but also the shepherd who calls us by name and leads us,
your people, through the gate, as you go on ahead of us to feed us
with great expectations by the power of the Holy Spirit. So, lead on, O
King Eternal. The day of march has come. We are so ready to follow.
Christ Is NOW!
We celebrate how you died, were buried, and rose again so that we
might follow you into death, burial, and resurrection right now. Because
you went first, all of us can now reckon ourselves dead to sin but alive
to God, passionate for the One who died and rose again ahead of us so
we can follow you into the same victory.
Of course, we should declare ourselves new creations! It comes from our
union with you, in whom the promised new creation has already begun.
As the firstborn from the dead, YOU resound with the recapitulation of
the whole universe as you exhibit in yourself an unparalleled transformation that will one day encompass everything, everywhere, including
all of us.
You go before us! Therefore God, who is rich in mercy, has made us alive
with you right now, has raised us with you right now, and has seated us
with you right now in heavenly realms. There we can focus entirely on
you in order that both now and in the coming ages the Father might
pour out on us the incomparable riches that have already become yours,
now to be shared with your people forever. Yes, your Church has become
co-heirs of the living God of the universe because you, God’s Son, share
with us your inheritance of all things in heaven and earth.
Christ Is NOW!
Furthermore, because you have been raised to life and placed at God’s
right hand, you intercede for us. You go before us by your prayers. You
open up to us all the promises of God. You guarantee that those
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promises will be “YES” to your people, because of who you are and what
you have done ahead of time, even while we were still ungodly and
reprobate.
Such a high priest meets our every need because you are holy,
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. You
have gone before us to the throne of grace, making a way for us by the
power of your indestructible life. We come with confidence then to enter
the Most Holy Place by your blood, Lord Jesus. We now walk the new
and living way you have opened for us through the giving of your body
for us. With such a great priest over the house of God, we dare now to
draw near to the Father without fear and in full assurance of faith.
We bless you, the One who is holy and true, who holds the key of David
so that you can go before us to open what no one can shut. What
wonder is this! Going before us, you have become for us an open door
into the presence of God, the power of God, the promises of God, the
unfolding of the purposes of God, and the everlasting praises of God.
Christ Is NOW!
TThis tribute expresses only a small part of the inexhaustible
riches of who you are BEFORE us and all peoples.
So, Father, here is how we celebrate your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this hour. We exalt him. We exult in him. We do so because of all he
is before us — now. Therefore, everything we are and have, every
breath we breathe, every step we take, every service we render, every
prayer we pray, every praise we bring, is possible only by him and him
alone. For without him — without all he is before us — we are nothing
and we can do nothing. More and more, by the revealing work of your
Spirit, awaken us to Christ alone — awaken your whole Church to
Christ alone — so that increasingly he might become before us our all
in all.
AMEN!

