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The Sons of Liberty was a grassroots movement of small groups of American
colonists who formed in 1765 to protest British tyranny.

Started in Boston, Sons of Liberty clusters met in villages and towns scattered
across Massachusetts. They included people from all walks of life—artisans,
merchants, dock workers, as well as influential leaders such as Samuel Adams and
Paul Revere. When taken together, the local chapters in collaboration with one
another played a crucial role in fostering the events that led to the Revolutionary War
and the birth of a new nation.

They provide us with a historic example of the power of small bands to spread a
dynamic vision among the people where they live. In turn, they helped to generate a
large-scale transformation with an overall impact greater than the sum of its parts.

As we pray for and look forward to a NEW American Revolution—an American
CHRIST Awakening—the example of the Sons of Liberty validates the strategy laid
out in this chapter. Together, in small bands in churches all over the country, we can
open a new American story, one that is filled with the glory of Christ “as the waters
cover the seas” (Habakkuk 2).

The hour has come.

How a CAST can transform a church

At ChristNow.com, we are promoting the call for a revolutionary-type mission carried
out by an entirely new entity we define as a CAST. This acronym stands for “Christ
Awakening Servant Team.” Working with many Christian ministries and leaders, we
want to help encourage and raise up a multitude of CASTs. We foresee a Christ
Awakening Servant Team active inside every single one of the 350,000+ churches in
America.

YES! Let me repeat that:

We want to see a CAST in every single church in America—
as the Holy Spirit calls forth the volunteers inside each one.

We believe there’s NOTHING more vital to the future of the cause of Christ in our
nation than what CASTs represent. You're about to learn why. The success of this
ambitious initiative is, strategically speaking, key to winning the battle for the soul of
America.

Such a development is quite feasible! Throughout the Body of Christ, there is an
arsenal of digital tools that can be made instantly available to Christians and
churches everywhere. This technology makes lightning-fast outreach possible to
anyone. It allows all kinds of resources to empower every single CAST, beginning
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today. (For examples of what’'s possible, check out the Resource Library of free
resources at ChristNow.com.)

To be clear, a CAST is not just another church committee functioning as a
respected source of dependable information, acting like a congregation’s in-house
“Christology Wikipedia,” providing facts on Jesus as wanted or needed.

Instead, a CAST is focused on helping to reignite a fellowship of Christians, often
caught in a “ho-hum” kind of church life, to become a body that's wholly alive to
Jesus and in Jesus for ALL he is today. A CAST blesses a congregation as they
spread spiritual renewal in tangible ways—by sharing truths of the love of Jesus, the
transforming power of Jesus, the presence of Jesus, and the lordship of Jesus.

How about it? Would you like to see your church characterized by:

= Dbelievers guided by the Holy Spirit into a greater understanding of, awareness
of, and a delight in the glories of the supremacy of God’s Son?

= Christians so full of love for Jesus that they can’t stop talking with one another
about the person of Jesus—and from there more freely talking with
unbelievers about him in similar ways?

= Jesus followers who express eager anticipation to be in his presence together
every Sunday at the worship service and at all other times when they gather
with other believers?

= an outpouring of the love of Jesus among church members, which then flows
like a river to the people in the community around the church—especially to
the poor, the lonely, the forgotten?

= Christians who have “set their minds on things above, where Christ sits at the
right hand of God” (Colossians 3) and, therefore, desire to rise above the
deadly partisan divides in our nation—in order to seek something higher and
far more productive: God’s kingdom and his righteous purposes in his reigning
Son for this generation?

= those who are discovering daily a larger, deeper vision of Christ and greater
reasons to put their hope in him so thoroughly that it sets them free from
addictions to food, cigarettes, alcohol, social media, sex, TV, or whatever else
has captured them?

= Christ-focused, believing prayer that exalts Jesus’ name—prayers that the
Father will answer in ways that spread Jesus’ fame, expand his reign, and
ratify his claims?

= an increase of visitors coming to your church to see what all the excitement is
about because your awakened church members have been enthusiastically
telling them what they are discovering about the saving power of Jesus, while
also caring for “outsiders” in Jesus’ name?
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Bottom line: Can you envision every member of your congregation so thoroughly
saturated, through the Word and by the Spirit, with the reality of Jesus’ splendor,
sovereignty, and salvation that Colossians 3:17 begins to mark their whole way of life
like this:

Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name
of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way (MSG).

As you meditate on the questions above, remember: They represent the fruits that
can come from a Christ Awakening within any congregation.

And yes—I have seen these changes take shape, at various stages, in churches just
like yours. Now, imagine this impact happening in tens of thousands of churches
across the country—all at the same time!

You could say a CAST provides an environment for all of this to unfold by the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Or, you could say that a CAST creates a fertile field where a Christ Awakening
movement can unfold among brothers and sisters in Christ, bringing all these
blessings and much more with it.

The secret? Did you see how everything outlined above springs from faith in God?
Remember how Romans 10:17 describes the origin of this faith:

So faith comes from hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes
by the [preaching of the] message concerning Christ” (Amplified Bible).

A CAST is all about spreading among believers the wealth of biblical truths
concerning all that Jesus is in the fullness of his supremacy, which in turn stirs up in
them greater faith in him! All the rest of the Christian life flows from there.

The overall mission of a CAST is simple—
but powerful!

To be candid, we know that church committees sometimes feel tedious! Even so,
every church in America has committees. Why? We can’t function without them!
Each one has a unique purpose or responsibility that the group focuses on, which
helps the church’s overall enterprise stay on track. That's why most churches have
committees for finance, building and grounds, worship, disciple-making, and mission
and outreach. Even the elders and the deacons are a type of committee!




So, what’s missing in this lineup? Simply this: Few churches, if any, have a
‘committee” tasked exclusively with regularly helping church members gain a larger
vision of Christ and greater reasons to put their hope in him.

Does your church have a small team focused on reintroducing members to more of
the wonders of Christ—a team that purposefully seeks to turn fellow congregants’
hearts toward their Lord Jesus by sharing fresh truths about the glories of his person
and purposes?

In other words, do you have a team that has volunteered to work together to
encourage your congregation primarily through regular conversations with their
fellow members, helping them to become more fully alive to the whole vision of the
whole Christ and the whole cause of Christ?

The fact is that unless there are brothers and sisters in Christ who take care to
continually stir up God’s people to pursue more of God’s Son, helping them keep him
in his rightful place in their life together, then spiritually speaking, the efforts of every
other committee will fall short in achieving their goals for God’s people.

Paul understood this as he wrote about the need to keep building every facet of
church life on the bedrock of the redeeming authority of Jesus Christ as Lord of all:

[Y]ou are ... like a house being built to [God’s] plan. I, like an architect who
knows his job, by the grace God has given me, lay the foundation; someone
else builds upon it. | only say this, let the builder be careful how he builds! The
foundation is laid already, and no one can lay another, for it is Jesus Christ
himself (1 Corinthians 3:9-10, PHILLIPS, emphasis added).

Or again, in Ephesians 4 (emphasis added):

(He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the
heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) So Christ himself gave ... the
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ (vv. 10-13, NIV).

Therefore, since every aspect of a congregation’s life must be rooted directly in
Jesus Christ, the better we know him in his enthroned majesty, the deeper our walk
with him will become.

To say it another way: The more aware we are of our union with Jesus in the fullness
of his risen, reigning power, the closer we will get to becoming a people who
experience God’s biblical design for every church.




So, here’s the question: Do you think the hour has come when every congregation
in America—of every denomination and every tradition—would greatly benefit if they
commissioned a handful of members to form a first-of-its-kind “committee” that is
solely dedicated to ensuring that our Savior and Lord increasingly becomes the
exalted Savior and supreme Lord, gaining the preeminence in the eyes and hearts of
their members? If so, the rest of this chapter is for you!

Let’s look at a job description for a CAST member.

A Christ Awakening Servant Team comprises a corps of everyday Christians, called
by God to serve as change agents, who nurture God’s people toward a Christ
Awakening within their congregation. They can be younger or older. They can have
known Christ as their Savior for many years or be “babies” in the faith. Any believer
who seeks to know Christ better for himself or herself and who also desires to help
others awaken to more of the glories of Christ automatically qualifies to become a
CAST member!

Working together, CAST members invite fellow Christians to join them in
pursuing more worship of God’s remarkable Son. Tactfully and lovingly, they seek to
enlarge and sharpen the focus of believers on various aspects of who Christ is. This
certainly includes, over time, unpacking for them the gems (mentioned in Chapter 6)
from the seven maijor biblical dimensions of who Jesus is TO us, FOR us, OVER us,
BEFORE us, WITHIN us, THROUGH us, and UPON us—the seven dimensions of
his supremacy today. (You can read more about each in Christ Is NOW!, a free
ebook available at ChristNow.com).

Working together, CAST members become pioneers who prepare the way for
those among whom they serve to experience fresh encounters with the magnificence
and manifest presence of Jesus—ijust as Isaiah pictured that role. But now, through a
CAST, believers are taken to a whole new level in Jesus:

A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. ... And the glory of the Lord will
be revealed, and all people will see it together. ... say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power ... He tends
his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them
close to his heart (Isaiah 40:3, 5, 9-11, NIV).

Working together, a CAST serves by “casting” vision. The team takes every
opportunity to spread among fellow believers a much larger vision of our risen
Redeemer through what they say about him, helping multiply conversations focused
on him.
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Working together, CAST members search for settings where they can initiate
conversations about the many promises made ours through our victorious Lord
Jesus. Their intent is that their witness to these larger truths about Jesus will enrich
another individual’s (or a group’s) awareness of and love for him. Topics to talk about
are unlimited due to the expansive nature of the saving grace, goodness, and
greatness of our exalted High Priest and King.

The primary objective of every Christ Awakening Servant Team, stated simply, is
this:

To connect Christians more fully to the person of Christ
by increasing their conversations about the glories of Christ.

Therefore, their motto could be boiled down to this one phrase:
“Change the conversation—change the church.”

First, of course, this ministry must begin among CAST members themselves as they
help each other:

to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that [they] may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:18-19, NIV, emphasis added).

These are the key characteristics of every CAST.

A CAST complements the ministry of church leaders. First, a CAST must secure
the blessing of church leaders to carry out their ministry. Then, the team begins to
nurture a “climate of Christ” among church members, seeking numerous
opportunities to help believers open their hearts to a deeper relationship with Christ.
Their ministry encourages fellow Christians to live in the light of the full extent of the
lordship of Jesus—which is, of course, the same outcome that church and ministry
leaders long for their people to develop.

By multiplying conversations about the fullness of God’s Son, CASTs reinforce the
pastor who is called, first of all, to shepherd God’s people into the riches of Christ’s
saving life and reign, as well as into becoming faithful disciples of Jesus.

A CAST ministry is thoroughly biblical. CAST members seek to get more of God’s
truth about God’s Son into regular conversations with God’s people. They pass along
fresh insights and promises from thousands of verses in Scripture about the
victorious, enthroned majesty and spectacular supremacy of the risen Savior—truths
about Jesus and his saving mission, as foreshadowed in the Old Testament and fully
revealed in the New Testament.




These informal exchanges allow God’s Spirit to connect (or reconnect) believers
more fully to the person of God’s Son, enlarging their passion and commitment
toward him.

A CAST is “pro-Christ.” It is not “anti” anything. CAST members should never be
judgmental—never critique or criticize the spiritual nature of their congregation or its
leaders. At the same time, they are careful to avoid any impression that they have a
political or other type of agenda. Instead, in every conversation, they seek only to
build up the Body of Christ by connecting them more fully to the Head of that body.

In other words, their one desire is to encourage fellow believers toward a more
wholehearted devotion to God’s Son for all he is. They do so as they humbly and
sensitively weave the “truth that is in Jesus” (Ephesians 4:20-21) into everyday
conversations.

A CAST ministry uses words to creatively exalt Jesus. CAST members draw on
their normal relationships with fellow believers to initiate conversations about the
glories of Jesus—not only one-on-one but also in small group discussions.

They seek to sensitively and creatively share more of the wonders of Christ through
what they write about him in greeting cards, emails, texts, or by social media
postings.

When appropriate, CAST members might also speak of his praises at more formal
settings—such as baptisms, weddings, memorial services, during hospital visits, or
counseling sessions. At such promising moments, they try to remind other Jesus
followers of relevant truths about who Jesus Christ is as Lord over everything that’s
taking place right then.

Using words, CAST members rely on this promise of Romans 10:17 to be at work in
every form of communication: “Belief you see, can only come from hearing the
message, and the message is the word of Christ” (PHILLIPS).

As a team, CAST members support one another as they:

» Pray daily for one another and for each person’s ministry for Christ to others.

= Hold each other accountable to actively increase conversations about Christ
throughout the week.

» Report to each other in reqgular team meetings the various ways they see God
using them to connect fellow believers more fully to his Son by increasing
their conversations about him.

Whenever CAST meetings take place, there’s an agenda. No matter how
regularly you come together—if you have an hour, let’'s say, you might want to follow
pretty closely what'’s outlined here. Each meeting agenda would include:




= Praying for each other—for the expanding of each other’s vision of Christ,
the deepening of your experience of the presence and power of Christ, the
work of the Spirit to make you more Christ like and more useful to him as
CAST members.

* Praying for fellow Christians—for a growing Christ Awakening among those
the Lord has called you to serve as a CAST. Pray for success in taking them
into more of Christ as you connect them with the glories of Christ through your
conversations.

* Praying for a nationwide Christ Awakening—for it to enfold not only in
churches where you live but also among all of God’s people across America.

= Sharing new discoveries—as you allow each member to report on
something they’ve personally uncovered about the glories of Jesus since the
last meeting. Hold each other accountable to be continually growing in your
knowledge of Christ, in your experience of the power of Christ, and in your
zeal for the cause of Christ.

= Reporting on recent ministry activities—as you share some of your
interactions since the last meeting. How did some of your good conversations
unfold? What other approaches were attempted to increase the talk about the
glories of Christ besides one-on-one conversations?

= Planning for the coming week of ministry—as you look at the past week
and assess. Ask: Did we gain new insights into how to better carry out the
CAST’s mission in the coming week? Were there any challenges or difficulties
along the way that the team needs to troubleshoot? What are ideas on how to
more effectively increase conversations about the glories of Christ among the
members of our congregation between now and our next meeting?

= Growing the CAST members’ faith—by drawing on available resources.
This is optional as time allows. However, you might conclude a meeting by
spending an extra fifteen minutes discussing points from this Primer chapter.
Or dig into a book about Christ, such as some portion of the free ebook Christ
Is NOW! Or you might watch one of the 21 short videos of the series called
21-Day Journey Into More of Christ. All these resources and more are
available for free at ChristNow.com. See more ideas in Appendix 1.

Every CAST pursues the overriding two-fold goal. Whenever CAST members
share about God’s Son with God’s people based on God’s Word, their goal is to
ensure that fellow believers walk away from each exchange with these two
blessings:
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(1) Vision. They receive a larger vision of the risen, reigning, redeeming Lord
Jesus Christ than they had before the exchange began.

(2) Hope. As a result, they leave with greater reasons to put their hope in him
as they walk with him than they had before the exchange began.

CASTs also keep in view a longer-range outcome of multiplying themselves. They
want to develop a host of fellow church members who follow their example. They
want to encourage other believers who, on their own, seek to initiate conversations
about Christ with others in their congregation—sharing what they have been actively
uncovering in the Scriptures for themselves of the wonders of who Jesus is today.

Essentially, a CAST models how ALL Christians can successfully serve in the NEW
American Revolution as they advance a Christ Awakening where they live. A CAST
sets the pace for the whole congregation through their faithful, simple, encouraging,
Christ-focused, and Christ-exalting conversations among fellow believers, doing so
as a way of life. The Holy Spirit will reproduce other Christ-proclaimers within their
body as a result.

Become part of the bigger picture:
The NEW American Revolution

Here’s where we’ve come so far. We've reviewed a carefully designed game plan for
a local Christ ward uprising, for which the mandate, simply stated, is:

To connect Christians more fully to the person of Christ
by increasing their conversations about the glories of Christ

In other words:
“Change the conversation—change the church.”

However, please note: This practical strategy is not intended solely for the blessing
of a single congregation. It also holds the potential to instigate a broader movement
that quickly spreads within the wider Christian community. This movement takes root,
in part, through all kinds of digital communications shared by members of one church
with members of another through social media such as Facebook, X, Bluesky, and
TikTok.

Dream with me!

Imagine social media posts from one CAST reporting about what they are doing and
the results they are seeing, going viral. In turn, these stories inspire numerous Christ
Awakening Servant Teams to form within other churches.
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Imagine this taking place not only in one’s community or town, but also in every other
part of America, since the digital world provides the means for sharing to take place
nationally.

Furthermore, as one team shares on social media what’s going on with their mission
to nourish a local congregation-wide Christ Awakening breakthrough, other CASTs
can quickly apply the lessons learned from that team to their situation.

Dream some more with me: What if a CAST joins with other CASTs from a variety
of local churches to work together to spread Jesus-exalting conversations in their
neighborhood, town, or county? What if these community-wide, grassroots initiatives
are replicated in tens of thousands of churches in communities across the land?
Would not the exponential increase of conversations about the supremacy of Jesus
ultimately impact thousands of neighborhoods, villages, towns, and cities from coast
to coast with King Jesus gospel conversations?

How long do you think it would take for a grassroots uprising of conversations about
Jesus to populate the entire nation with movements of Christians and churches
experiencing Christ Awakenings—movements toward the Lord Jesus Christ himself,
coming from all directions and spreading in all directions—bringing the entire nation
along with them?

Inevitably, this would lead to nothing less than a revolution—a biblical reset of
the moral, relational, and spiritual dynamics going on across America. It would be a
revolution of revelation, as increasing numbers of people discover the breadth and
depth of the glory of Jesus.

Think of it: A critical mass of awakened Jesus followers mobilized to saturate the
culture with conversations that share enough truth about the reconciling, healing,
and transforming power of the Lord of our salvation to fulfill the two-fold goal for each
conversation: (1) People everywhere walking away from each encounter with a little
bit larger vision of Christ and (2) greater reasons to put their hope in him.

That kind of ministry is evangelism in its most potent form—sharing the good news of
Jesus in very natural ways, as far as one is able, in normal, everyday conversations
or other means of friendly communication. You can be sure that the Spirit of God will
“‘exploit” every opportunity to use your words to bring a person into more of the Son
of God.

As a nationwide Christ Awakening unfolds, the CASTs across America will
witness a substantial fulfillment of God’s promise about how the light of the glory of
Christ overtakes a nation, though starting from small beginnings:

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. ...
The least of you will become a thousand,
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the smallest a mighty nation.
| am the Lord;
In its time, | will do this swiftly.”
(Isaiah 60:1, 22, NIV)

Notice those final words: “/ will do this swiftly.” Of course, the God of our salvation
can create this revolution quite apart from anything we do. However, we live in a
generation with an unprecedented capacity for rapid multiplication. Given our digital
age, “swiftly” makes absolute sense. Modern technological ability for spreading the
larger vision of the glory of Christ should fill us with bold anticipation for nothing less
than a “swift” move of God for

an American CHRIST Awakening,
launching a NEW American Revolution
that wins the battle for the soul of America!

Let’s end this section with three questions for each of us to answer.

(1) Are there at least three people in your church who would jump at the
privilege of forming a CAST with you?

(2) Why not invite them to meet with you to explore what this might look like?
(3) Why not start by sharing some of this Primer with them?
In fact, your first step together might well be to read through this Primer, one chapter

a week, using it as a background for discussions about the mission God may be
calling you to undertake.

| close this chapter pondering a renowned voice from the 19t century, whom I've
quoted before in this Primer: Charles Spurgeon.

Charles Spurgeon pastored a mega church in London called the Metropolitan
Tabernacle, which was considered the largest church in the world at the time.
Always, through every sermon he preached, with every book he wrote, and in every
conversation, he shared, this godly leader never stopped declaring his passion for
magnifying the glories of Jesus.

That’s why | believe he has something vital to say to every CAST forming in America
right now. Take a minute to reflect on what he wrote in his little book Morning and
Evening Devotions (emphasis added):

| had rather be blind and deaf and dumb, and lose my taste and smell, than
not love Christ. To be unable to appreciate him is the worst of disabilities, the
most serious of calamities. It is not the loss of a single spiritual faculty, but it
proves the death of the soul.
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True love to Christ is in every case the Holy Spirit's work and must be wrought
in the heart by him. He is the efficient cause of it. But the logical reason why
we love Jesus lies in himself.

Why do we love Jesus? Because of the excellency of his person.

We are filled with a sense of his beauty! An admiration of his charms! A
consciousness of his infinite perfection! His greatness, goodness, and
loveliness, in one resplendent ray, combine to enchant the soul till it is so
ravished that it exclaims, “Yes, he is altogether lovely.”

May that kind of fervor for exalting the Son of God, the Lamb slain for us but now
seated triumphantly on the throne of heaven, awaken the Church to win the soul of
America. He must be seen as our nation’s one and only lasting hope.

And may a CAST in your church help in leading the way!

Be sure to regularly visit ChristNow.com!

You'll find a wide variety of resources—ALL FREE—waiting to feed you,
equip you, and expand your knowledge and vision of our reigning Lord
Jesus Christ. This will empower you and your friends so you can
spearhead and grow an awakening to Christ within your church!

Remember: ChristNow.com is committed to ensuring that every CAST is
fully equipped to successfully accomplish its mission.

Sign up here to get our regular blog posts and viogs!

Check out our extensive
ChristNow Free Resources Library!

CHRIST
NOW

‘COM
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