
Introduction

In 1995, O.J. Simpson was on trial for the 1994 
murders of his ex-wife and her friend. This is 
remembered as the most publicized criminal 
trial in American history. All evidence seemed 
to point to “O.J.”s guilt. The key piece of 
evidence that unraveled the prosecution’s case 
was a blood-stained glove collected at the 
scene of the crime. Johnnie Cochran, O.J.’s 
high-profile lawyer, said to the jury “if it doesn’t 
fit, you must acquit!”  The glove appeared not 
to fit, and the jury did just that, they acquitted 
O.J. Simpson on the basis of reasonable 
doubt. Many consider this one of the biggest 
blunders of justice in criminal trial history.

For the last several weeks, we have been 
looking at Jesus Christ. The inspired Old and 
New Testaments, angels, demons, prophets, 
enemies, Jesus Himself and His miraculous 
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?  

What if Jesus 
died for our 
sins on the 
cross and then 
stayed dead?

Wasn’t the 
cross enough?

Jesus’ 
resurrection is a 
great ending to 
a tragic story, 
but why was it 
absolutely 
necessary to 
save us? 

Discuss.

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding the 
glory of the resurrection and its impact on the believer’s life. 

@home SESSION SIX: Jesus’ Resurrection

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. His Glory Revealed: The glory of Christ as seen in the resurrection

DAY 2 II. Our Hope Revealed: His resurrection is our hope

DAY 3
III. Worship With Love and Life: God expects us to worship Christ in love and life
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 

O.J. Simpson in court, trying 
on the glove purported to be 
used in the 1994 murders of 

his ex-wife and friend.



works all testified that Jesus is both Savior and 
LORD God in the flesh. In any court of law, this 
is a lock-tight case—Jesus is worthy of the 
supreme love and devotion of the universe. 
However, under God’s inspiration, Paul makes 
a calculated move to make an even stronger 
case. He makes all of the former information 
about Christ contingent upon one fact: the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. If the resurrection 
happened, Jesus is who He claimed to be. If it 
didn’t, the evidence is circumstantial, Jesus is 
a fake, and anyone preaching Jesus is lying 
about God (1 Corinthians 15:15).

Like a member of the jury, we are invited to 
examine one piece of evidence that is so 
central, that the entire case for Christ unravels 
without it. “If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins” (1 
Corinthians 15:17). Either this was the greatest 
blunder in apologetics history, or the greatest 
assurance that any hope and faith in Christ is 
well-placed. 

The following is a brief summary of the reasons 
for confidence in the historical truthfulness of 
the resurrection.  

Jesus’ Predictions—Jesus taught multiple 
times, and with great detail, that He would be 
killed and arise in three days (Matthew 17:23, 
Mark 8:31, 10:34, Luke 9:22, etc.). "The Son of 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to 
death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 
who will mock him and spit on him, flog him 
and kill him. Three days later he will rise” (Mark 
10:32-34). If Jesus is God, He is incapable of 
error, even in testimony concerning Himself. 

Empty Tomb—It is a historical fact that the 
tomb where Jesus’ body was laid on Friday 
was empty on Sunday morning. No alternative 
explanation for the empty tomb is able to stand 
up under factual scrutiny or compete with the 
resurrection explanation. But even the empty 
tomb is not enough to produce faith in Jesus. 
Without the appearances of the Risen Lord, the 
empty tomb would just be an unsolved mystery.
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Colossians 1:18

He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so 
that He Himself will come 

to have first place in 
everything.

Jesus kept his word to 
his followers; he 

suffered, and then he 
rose. If he was able to 

keep that promise, you 
can be sure that he will 
keep all of his promises 

to you. 

So when you lose your 
job or illness comes, 

remember the promise 
that God makes in his 
word: “God will meet 

all your needs 
according to the riches 

of his glory in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 

4:19)

. . . And when sin and 
temptation are clinging 
closely, remember that 
God promises that they 

will not overwhelm 
you: “God is faithful; 
he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what 

you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, 

he will also provide a 
way out so that you 

can endure it” (1 
Corinthians 10:13). . . 

He has risen. If he kept 
a promise to rise from 

the dead, you can be 
sure that he will keep 

every other promise as 
well.

Mike McKinley

Death and sin and 
the devil took their 
best shot; they did 
their worst; they 
killed the Son of 
God. But Jesus 
wasn’t defeated. He 
has risen. Death, 
the great implacable 
enemy of all 
humanity, which 
reduces all our 
achievements and 
accumulations to 
dust, has been 
crushed. And so 
where else are you 
going to find a 
Savior like this?

Mike McKinley

Luke 18:31-33

Jesus took the Twelve 
aside and told them, 
“We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and 
everything that is 
written by the 
prophets about the 
Son of Man will be 
fulfilled. He will be 
handed over to the 
Gentiles. They will 
mock him, insult him 
and spit on him; they 
will flog him and kill 
him. On the third day 
he will rise again.”

Luke 9:22

[Jesus said:] “The Son 
of Man must suffer 
many things and be 
rejected by the elders 
and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed 
and be raised up on 
the third day.”



Physical Appearances—Jesus’ resurrection 
was different than the raising of Lazarus and 
others who were raised from the dead—they all 
eventually died again. Jesus’ resurrection 
transformed his mortal body into an ever-
lasting heavenly body. His transformed body 
ate food, drank, was touched, listened, 
produced talking, had physical scars, walked, 
and was able to grasp objects to build a fire 
and cook and serve bread and fish. It was also 
different in some ways—able to pass through 
grave clothes and suddenly appear and 
disappear, for example, along a road and in a 
locked room. While it’s impossible to fully grasp 
the nature of his resurrection body, we can be 
assured it was no hallucination or spiritual 
experience alone. His body permanently 
overcame death in every way. 

The Disciples’ Reaction—Apart from the 
resurrection, skeptics have been unable to 
explain the disciples’ radical sacrifices and 
powerful authority in spreading the gospel of 
the Risen Lord. Only the resurrection could 
transform them from depressed, fearful 
followers of an executed leader into bold 
witnesses of the resurrection in the face of their 
own persecution and death. 

Witnesses—When Paul made the resurrection 
the pivotal piece of evidence, he appealed to 
human witnesses. “He appeared to Cephas 
[Peter], then to the twelve. After that He 
appeared to more than five hundred brethren 
at one time, most of whom remain until now, 
but some have fallen asleep; then He 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared to me also” (1 Corinthians 15:5-8). 
Not only are the number of witnesses 
staggering, but also the kinds of witnesses. 
Consider His unbelieving half-brother, James, 
who was converted only after seeing Him alive. 
Paul, was a Jewish zealot, determined to kill off 
Christians. Many of the original disciples saw 
Jesus’ death first hand, yet they were now 
convinced He conquered death. And finally, 
many of these witnesses were still alive for 
anyone to check out Paul’s claims. 
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ 
Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

We don’t tend to 
hope for too much 
from Jesus, but too 
little. He promises 
the world, beyond 
death; we demand 
from him a tweak 
here and there to 
our worlds now. He 
gives us perfect life, 
forever; we get 
downcast that our 
lives now are less 
than perfect. We set 
our hearts on a 
redemption that 
hasn’t been 
promised, and then 
get annoyed when 
God doesn’t deliver 
what he never said 
he would.

Mike McKinley

Resurrection

Act of being raised 
from the dead. A 
handful of times, 
individuals were 
brought back to life, 
only to die again. 
Jesus’ was raised 
from the dead to 
never die again.

“. . . the fact that 
Jesus’s body could 
pass through a 
solid object no 
more proves it was 
immaterial than his 
walking on water 
proves his feet are 
made of balsa 
wood . . .”

Baker Encyclopedia of 
Christian Apologetics



New Testament Accounts—The resurrection 
accounts in the New Testament have stood the 
test of serious scrutiny by the sharpest of 
skeptical scholars. If the resurrection story was 
“doctored” by its original authors, or later 
editors, they would not have included the 
testimony of women or the variances in details 
such as the number of angels at the tomb or 
the order in which people first saw Jesus. 
These details of the different gospel accounts 
serve to strengthen their credibility as 
authentic, unaltered eye-witness testimonies of 
an actual historical event.

There are many other strong reasons to 
believe in the resurrection. So many that this 
topic alone fills library bookshelves. Further, 
skeptics on the side of unbelief have failed to 
provide any persuasive evidence to conclude 
the resurrection isn’t the best and only fit for 
the evidence. When it comes to resurrection 
evidence, even Johnnie Cochran would have 
to conclude that “the glove fits!”

“To these He also presented Himself alive after 
His suffering, by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a period of forty days 
and speaking of the things concerning the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).

I. His Glory Revealed

The story of the transfiguration of Jesus in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke give the disciples a 
glimpse of the resurrection glory of Christ. The 
radiance of Jesus’ glory was experienced as an 
actual glow from his face so bright it illuminated 
His clothing. It was, in a sense, a “leaking” of 
His eternal, heavenly glory temporarily 
concealed by His mortal flesh. This terrified the 
disciples. Why? Though Peter had just 
confessed that Jesus was the Messiah and 
God’s Son (Matthew 16:16), he was now 
seeing physically what only his eyes of faith 
had seen. Jesus was actually radiating the 
glory of God! The disciples were seeing what 
Paul later described as “the glory of God in the 
face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).
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The New Testament 
teaches that God sent 

the Holy Spirit to glorify 
Jesus as the Son of God. 

Jesus said, “When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he 

will guide you into all 
the truth.... He will 
glorify me” (John 

16:13). . . He enables us 
to see Jesus as he really 

was, so that he is 
irresistibly true and 

beautiful. 

The apostle stated the 
problem of our 

blindness and the 
solution like this: “The 

god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God . . . 
For God, who said, ‘Let 

light shine out of 
darkness,’ has shone in 

our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ” (2 

Corinthians 4:4, 6).

A saving knowledge of 
Christ crucified and 
risen is not the mere 

result of right reasoning 
about historical facts. It 
is the result of spiritual 

illumination to see those 
facts for what they really 

are: a revelation of the 
truth and glory of God 
in the face of Christ—

who is the same 
yesterday today and 

forever.

John Piper

?  

What are the top 
three reasons 
you believe the 
resurrection 
actually 
happened?

Are there other 
reasons not 
mentioned in this 
lesson you could 
share with others 
in the class?

Matthew 17:2-9

And He was 
transfigured before 
them; and His face 
shone like the sun, and 
His garments became 
as white as light . . . 
While he was still 
speaking, a bright 
cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a 
voice out of the cloud 
said, “This is My 
beloved Son, with 
whom I am well-
pleased; listen to Him!” 
When the disciples 
heard this, they fell ace 
down to the ground 
and were terrified. And 
Jesus came to them 
and touched them and 
said, “Get up, and do 
not be afraid.” And 
lifting up their eyes, 
they saw no one 
except Jesus Himself 
alone. As they were 
coming down from the 
mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, 
saying, “Tell the vision 
to no one until the Son 
of Man has risen from 
the dead.” 



Six days earlier, Jesus stated He would one 
day “come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels” (Matthew 16:27). Jesus was building a 
case for his resurrection and second-coming 
glory and gave them a glory experience to 
ratify these claims. While the transfiguration of 
Christ previewed His glory on a smaller scale, 
the resurrection would be the first full unveiling 
of Jesus’ return to heavenly glory. 

But this mountain top glory experience was 
curiously followed by a prediction of His death 
and resurrection and instructions to keep His 
transfiguration concealed. “He gave them 
orders not to relate to anyone what they had 
seen, until the Son of Man rose from the 
dead” (Mark 9:9). He wanted the full weight of 
His resurrection glory to have its maximum 
impact, so He asked them to let the 
resurrection itself do all the talking. 

So, in what ways does the resurrection shine 
forth the glories of Christ? 

Sonship Universally Declared 
The Sonship of Jesus had already been 
declared in various ways, even by the Father’s 
audible voice from heaven at Jesus’ baptism 
and transfiguration. But in a more emphatic, 
decisive, and universal way, Jesus was 
“declared the Son of God with power by the 
resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4). The 
resurrection declared to all, both in heaven and 
on earth, for all nations, and for all times that 
Jesus is God’s unique Son.

Sonship of David Declared to Israel
The resurrection event declared to Israel that 
Jesus fulfilled the most exclusive of Messianic 
prophecies. Acts 13:32-36 explains that the 
resurrection fulfilled the promises that 1) the 
Messiah of God would not decay in the grave, 
2) King David would have an heir on his throne 
unto eternity, 3) the Messiah would be declared 
by God to be His living, eternal Son, 4) 
forgiveness of sins is now possible, and 5) real 
spiritual freedom is found in Christ apart from 
the law.

“And we preach to you the good news of the 
promise made to the fathers, that God has 
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. . . our faith is founded 
on the fact that the Jesus 

who was crucified and 
buried later rose from 

the dead in glory and is 
seated at the right hand 

of God the Father in 
heaven. Our salvation is 

not found in his teaching 
or his philosophy or his 
example; if it were, we 

wouldn’t need him to be 
alive. We could just read 
about him and his ways. 
But Jesus himself is our 

Savior. A dead Jesus 
couldn’t save anyone. 
But Jesus isn’t dead. 

He’s alive right now—

Mike McKinley

John 2:18-20

The Jews then said to 
Him, “What sign do 
You show us as your 
authority for doing 
these things?” Jesus 
answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will 
raise it up.” The Jews 
then said, “It took 
forty-six years to build 
this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three 
days?” But He was 
speaking of the 
temple of His body. 
So when He was 
raised from the dead, 
His disciples 
remembered that He 
said this; and they 
believed the Scripture 
and the word which 
Jesus had spoken.

Glory

Usually describing 1) 
the revealed presence 

of God, 2) the infinite 
importance and beauty 

of God, 3) the infinite 
worth and beauty of all 

of His characteristics, or 
4) the response of 

worship to the above. 

“His glory is the open 
revelation of the secret of 

His holiness . . . The 
holiness of God is His 

concealed glory. The glory 
of God is His revealed 

holiness.” 
 

John Piper 

“Glory is the outshining of 
internal excellence.” 

Jonathan Edwards

?  

How does the 
definition and 
quotes about 
glory (top left) 
relate to our 
theme of first 
place love?

Discuss your 
thoughts as a 
class.



fulfilled this promise to our children in that He 
raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the 
second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today I have 
begotten You.’ “As for the fact that He raised 
Him up from the dead, no longer to return to 
decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I will give 
you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 
“Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘You 
will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’ 
“For David, after he had served the purpose of 
God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was 
laid among his fathers and underwent decay; 
but He whom God raised did not undergo 
decay. “Therefore let it be known to you, 
brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone 
who believes is freed from all things, from which 
you could not be freed through the Law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:32-36).

“Impossible” Promises Kept
His resurrection proved He will never fail to do 
all that He said He will do. This was no surprise 
to the angels at the tomb who gave the women 
an “I told you so” of biblical proportions.“Why 
do you seek the living One among the dead? 
He is not here, but He has risen. Remember 
how He spoke to you while He was still in 
Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again” (Luke 
24:5-7).

Jesus made the kinds of promises and claims 
that no one but the Son of God could fulfill. His 
resurrection promises reveal the glory of His 
sovereignty to make promises and the power 
to keep them all. If Jesus failed to come back 
to life as He promised, He would also fail to be 
the Resurrection and the Life for all who would 
put their faith in Him (John 11:25). 

The Approval of His Sacrifice
Anyone can be put to death on a cross. Jesus’ 
cross is uniquely able to save only when linked 
to the resurrection. The resurrection validated 
that 1) Jesus fulfilled the righteous 
requirements of the law perfectly and 2) Jesus 
was our sin-bearer on the cross and He 
accomplished full payment for our sin debt 
once and for all. His resurrection was God the 
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If you want to see 
some of God’s glory, 
you can look at a 
sunset. But if you 
really want to see it, 
look at Jesus. Jesus 
Christ is the image 
of the invisible God 
(Colossians 1: 15). 
Jesus Christ is the 
radiance of the glory 
of God (Hebrews 1: 
3). He is the Word of 
God (John 1: 1), the 
revelation of His 
heart. What the 
universe, the 
heavens, could not 
reveal about God 
and His attributes, 
Jesus does . . . in 
spectacular, blinding 
array. In Jesus, we 
see the glory of God 
in stunning clarity 
and brilliance. And 
this is the sweetest 
gift of the gospel. 
Yes, through the 
gospel, we get our 
sins forgiven. Yes, we 
are set free from 
shame. Yes, we gain 
entrance into an 
eternal place where 
we never, ever suffer 
again. These things 
are staggering, but 
these things are not 
why the gospel is 
good news. They are 
not ultimate, but 
penultimate. The 
gospel is good news 
because in the gospel 
we finally see a glory 
that will totally 
satisfy us and 
enthrall us forever— 
the glory of God. 

Matt Papa



Father’s seal of approval that He perfectly 
fulfilled His role as the unblemished Lamb of 
God. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 
5:21). Since Christ has been raised, our faith in 
Him is not worthless; we are not still dead in 
our sins (1 Corinthians 15:17).

Victory over Death
“Knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, is never to die again; death no longer 
is master over Him. For the death that He died, 
He died to sin once for all; but the life that He 
lives, He lives to God” (Romans 6:9-10). Once 
and for all, Jesus’ resurrection displayed his 
death-defying glory. Who but Jesus has 
stepped into the ring with death and survived 
its heaviest blow? He not only defeated death, 
but He beat it so impressively that death is no 
longer any match for us either, if we are in Him. 
His victory also won Him the right to be 
“appointed by God as Judge of the living and 
the dead” (Acts 10:42).

II.  Our Hope Revealed

The two men on the road to Emmaus, like all of 
the disciples, were sorrowful because their 
hope in Christ had ended in the crucifixion. 
They had been pinning their long anticipated 
hope for a political king on Jesus. He fulfilled 
these hopes, but in unexpected ways. Jesus 
was redeeming Israel with more stunning and 
eternal completion than they could 
comprehend. The resurrection supersedes 
lesser forms of hope in a number of ways. 

Hope of Heaven
For Christ, the resurrection reveals the glory of 
Christ. For us, the resurrection is a symbol of 
our hope. Because Jesus defeated death, our 
inheritance of hope is that death will have no 
sting (Hebrews 2:15). When Jesus arose, He 
became “the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). This simply 
means that He was the first to pass through 
death and exchange His mortal body for His 
heavenly body. He was the first, but all who 
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?  

In Luke 24:20, two 
men said of Jesus, 
“we had hoped 
that he was the 
one who was 
going to redeem 
Israel.”  

Do you know 
anyone who has  
ever been 
disappointed with 
God because He 
didn’t do what 
was being hoped 
of Him?

How does the 
resurrection 
show us that 
hope in Him is 
never 
disappointed?

Romans 6:5

For if we have 
become united with 
Him in the likeness of 
His death, certainly we 
shall also be in the 
likeness of His 
resurrection . . .

1 Thessalonians 4:14

For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God 
will bring with Him 
those who have fallen 
asleep in Jesus.

We don’t tend to hope 
for too much from Jesus, 

but too little. He 
promises the world, 

beyond death; we 
demand from him a 

tweak here and there to 
our worlds now. He gives 

us perfect life, forever; 
we get downcast that our 

lives now are less than 
perfect. We set our 

hearts on a redemption 
that hasn’t been 

promised, and then get 
annoyed when God 

doesn’t deliver what he 
never said he would.

Mike McKinley



have eternal life in Him will follow suit. “Now 
God has not only raised the Lord, but will also 
raise us up through His power” (1 Corinthians 
6:14).

This is the nature of our hope for heaven. What 
He accomplished becomes our inheritance.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you (1 Peter 
1:3-4).

Hope for Power
God had demonstrated His power over all of 
nature, through the glory of creation, and 
through miracles over creation. Since history 
began, however, there was a spiritual enemy it 
seemed even God could not challenge—death. 
The resurrection revealed that the power of 
God was not only limited to the natural, but 
also to the spiritual. Even death itself falls 
under the cosmic authority of Christ. 

In his letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul 
explains that the resurrection is the basis for 
the power God makes available to believers. 
This same resurrection power undergirds the 
reign of Christ over all things.

Eternal Life Now
Jesus made a stunning claim to Martha upon 
her brother Lazarus’ recent death. He told her 
that He Himself was the resurrection and the 
life. He asked her if she believed His claim. 
Martha affirmed her faith in Jesus, by calling 
Him Lord, the Messiah, God’s Son, and the 
One sent by God into the world. Her 
statements of belief were tested when Jesus 
asked the stone to be rolled away. Her earlier 
declarations of faith melted into fearful inaction, 
even resistance. Jesus then told her that if she 
really believed, she would “see the glory of 
God” (John 11:40). Then Jesus commanded 
Lazarus to “come forth” (John 11:43). And he 
did! Lazarus was raised back to life!

Session 6   first [place] love  pg. �  of �8 14

The risen Jesus ascended 
into heaven and poured 

out his Spirit on his 
people so that we can live 

our lives in his 
resurrection power.

Mike McKinley

Ephesians 1:18-23 

I pray that the eyes 
of your heart 1may be 

enlightened, so that you 
will know what is the hope 
of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of eHis 
inheritance in the saints, 

and what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. 

These are in accordance 
with the working of the 

strength of His might which 
He brought about in Christ, 

when He raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him 

at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above 

all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and 

every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also 
in the one to come. And He 

put all things in subjection 
under His feet, and gave 

Him as head over all things 
to the church, which is His 

body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all.

1 Thessalonians
                    4:13-18

But we do not want 
you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about those 
who are asleep, so 
that you will not grieve 
as do the rest who 
have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, 
even so God will bring 
with Him those who 
have fallen asleep in 
Jesus. For this we say 
to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who 
are alive and remain 
until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede 
those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord 
Himself will descend 
from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of 
the archangel and with 
the trumpet of God, 
and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we 
who are alive and 
remain will be caught 
up together with them 
in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and 
so we shall always be 
with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one 
another with these 
words.

John 11:25-26

Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me will live 

even if he dies, and 
everyone who lives and 

believes in Me will never 
die. Do you believe this?”



As stunning as Lazarus’ raising from the dead 
was to substantiate Jesus’ claim to be “the 
resurrection and the life,” nothing brought glory 
to Jesus like His own resurrection. Lazarus’ 
raising proved Jesus’ claims completely true. 
But His own resurrection from death to 
permanent eternal life proved true every claim 
ever made by Jesus and about Jesus. 

Because Jesus is alive, He is able to be our 
living Savior. He is God Himself, come to save. 
It is not His work on the cross that saves us; 
He Himself saves us. But not if He is dead. 
Faith in a dead person is ineffective—it doesn’t 
work. Jesus is still our resurrection and life, just 
as He was for Lazarus 2,000 years ago. Christ 
“is our life,” because He is alive (Colossians 
3:4). John testified that “these have been 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
you may have life in His name” (John 20:31) 
and “God has given us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son” (1 John 5:11).

III.  Worship with Love and Life

“We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 
4:19). The more a person gazes upon the 
holiness and goodness of God in the face of 
Christ, love for Christ deepens. Seeing the 
depths of our own personal sin through God’s 
holy eyes brings into sharper focus the nature 
of Jesus’ sacrifice. He not only paid the price 
for my sin, but for “whosoever believes” as well 
(John 3:16). The price He paid to redeem 
rebellious enemies was enormous.

In Luke 7, there is a beautiful story of a woman 
so moved by the forgiveness she found in 
Christ, that she anointed Jesus’ feet with 
expensive perfume, tears and kisses, drying 
His feet with her long hair. Though it may seem 
bizarre to us, even a modern reader can sense 
the extravagant, reckless abandonment of her 
heart. She was so moved with appreciation 
and love that she didn’t care what others 
thought. She had to touch Him and pour out 
her pure affection and devotion on her Savior.

Session 6   first [place] love  pg. �  of �9 14

from Luke 7:36-48
 

Now one of the Pharisees 
was requesting Him to 
dine with him, and He 

entered the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the 

table. And there was a 
woman in the city who was 

a sinner; and when she 
learned that He was 

reclining at the table in the 
Pharisee’s house, she 

brought an alabaster vial 
of perfume, and standing 

behind Him at His feet, 
weeping, she began to wet 
His feet with her tears, and 

kept wiping them with the 
hair of her head, and 

kissing His feet and 
anointing them with the 

perfume. . . 
“Simon, I have something 

to say to you.” And he 
replied, “Say it, Teacher.” “

A moneylender had two 
debtors: one owed five 

hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. When they were 

unable to repay, he 
graciously forgave them 

both. So which of them will 
love him more?” Simon 

answered and said, “I 
suppose the one whom he 

forgave more.” And He 
said to him, “You have 

judged correctly.” Turning 
toward the woman, He 

said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I entered 

your house; you gave Me 
no water for My feet, but 
she has wet My feet with 

her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. You gave Me 
no kiss; but she, since the 

time I came in, has not 
ceased to kiss My feet. 

You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but she 
anointed My feet with 

perfume. For this reason I 
say to you, her sins, which 

are many, have been 
forgiven, for she loved 

much; but he who is 
forgiven little, loves little.”

?  
Isaiah 64:6 says “all 
of us have become 
like one who is 
unclean, And all our 
righteous deeds are 
like a filthy 
garment. . . There is 
no one who calls on 
Your name, Who 
arouses himself to 
take hold of You. . .”

Why is it difficult 
for some 
believers to feel 
the weight of 
their sinfulness?

Why are those 
who are content 
with their own 
degree of 
righteousness 
unstirred by the 
sacrifice of 
Jesus?

What types of 
people would be 
the modern day 
equivalent to the 
Pharisee in the 
Luke 7 story? 

How is the Luke 7 
story a 
cautionary tale 
for those 
unmoved by 
Jesus’ sacrifice?



Imagine the same story if Jesus was dead. 
Would the woman have been moved to tears 
by Jesus’ sacrifice? Surely. But there is a 
difference between tears of hopelessness and 
tears of affection. Wounded veterans can be 
appreciated for their sacrifice, but not 
interacted with. He is more than a person who 
was once loved but is now gone. The 
resurrection of Jesus means that we can pour 
out our love and appreciation directly onto our 
living Savior. We don’t just remember Him with 
sadness. He is alive, and He invites us into a 
real, close, love relationship with Him where 
He is our first love. 

Remember, He made us for Himself 
(Colossians 1:16). If He was not raised, our 
very purpose for existing would be snuffed out. 
He made us for Himself and now we can 
pursue knowing Him. Paul said in Philippians 
3:8 that there is nothing greater than knowing 
Him. He wasn’t referring to “getting saved,” he 
was referring to knowing and loving the Savior 
who saved Him. If Christ has not been raised, 
we can only know about Christ, we cannot 
know Christ personally. Praise God that He has 
been raised! 

What God wants most from us is whole-person 
love for Him—that our passion and affection for 
Him on the inside is matched by a lifestyle of 
full surrender. God reveals this desire by the 
use of the marriage metaphor in Scripture—the 
kind of intimacy and exclusive faithfulness with 
which we experience our life-long spouse is 
similar to the relationship God wants for His 
people. True love for Jesus always pours 
outward into surrender to His Lordship as King. 
There is no example in Scripture of inward love 
for Jesus that was expressed in disobedience 
or idolatry. Whenever unrighteousness rears its 
ugly head, there is a relationship problem at 
the root; He has been replaced as the 
operating Master, King and Lord. 

We sometimes forget that Jesus is a person. 
He is God indeed, yet He is a person. We are 
made in His image so that we would engage 
Him relationally. God is our adopting Father, 
and Jesus our brother, our groomsman, co-heir 
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God commands us 
to love Him more 
than anything else 
because He knows 
that anything we 
love more than Him 
is going to betray 
us. 

Matt Papa

Loving Jesus is not the 
same as obeying all of 

Jesus’ commands. Jesus 
said, “If you love me, 

you will keep my 
commandments” (John 
14:15). That means that 

obedience to the 
commandments is 

the result of loving 
Jesus, not the same as 

loving Jesus. Love is 
something invisible and 
inside. It is the root that 

produces the visible fruit 
of loving others.

And as I say it, I want to 
make clear what I mean:

• I admire Jesus Christ 
more than any other 
human or angelic 
being. 

• I enjoy his ways and 
his words more than I 
enjoy the ways and 
words of anyone else.

• I want his approval 
more than I want the 
approval of anyone 
else.

• I want to be with him 
more than I want to 
be with anyone else.

• I feel more grateful to 
him for what he has 
done for me than I do 
to anyone else.

• I trust his words more 
fully than I trust what 
anyone else says.

• I am more glad in his 
exaltation than in the 
exaltation of anyone 
else, including me.

John Piper

?  

Is it possible to 
love Jesus 
without obeying 
Him?

Is it possible to 
obey Jesus 
without loving 
Him?

Can obedience to 
Jesus’ 
commandments 
be divorced from 
love for Him? 

What would 
obedience 
divorced from 
love for Christ 
look like? How 
would that 
benefit anyone? 
How would that 
bring glory to 
Christ? 

Defend your 
answers using 
Scripture. Be sure 
verses that come 
to mind are 
understood in light 
of each other.



and friend. When we are saved, we are not 
justing saying “yes” to the forgiveness of 
Christ, we are repenting and saying “yes” to 
Christ for all the claims He makes upon our 
lives as Lord and God. “This is eternal life, that 
they may know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).

Two imbalances occur when describing love for 
Christ. First, love for Christ is often described 
in terms of obedience alone. This is common, 
and usually stems from focusing on a few  
Scripture verses to the exclusion of others. 
This produces a one-dimensional 
understanding of a multi-faceted topic. 

Obedient surrender is always linked to 
authentic love, but they are not identical. 
Surrender without intimacy is incomplete. 
Imagine the staleness of a marriage in which a 
wife only obeys her husband? Is that love in its 
entirety? Obedience should signal the 
presence of love. True love would result in 
submission. But love is not obedience. The link 
between them cannot be broken, but they are 
not the same. 

The second imbalance is describing love for 
Jesus only in terms of affection, joy, gratitude, 
and adoration for Christ. Yet even these, 
without obedient surrender, are incomplete. 
Intimacy in marriage must be accompanied by 
loyalty and faithfulness. Intimacy and surrender 
are the two essential dimensions of love for 
God. He invites us into a relationship marked 
primarily by supreme, first love and first place 
surrender to the Lordship of King Jesus. 

Conclusion

The resurrection is good news! We can be 
confident that because He was raised His work 
on the cross met God’s standards. Had Jesus 
not been raised, we would still be dead in our 
sins. Jesus has already and completely been 
punished on the cross for our failure to love 
God as He deserves. And because of the 
resurrection, Jesus’ perfect whole-person love 
for God and total surrender, without blemish, 
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1 John 5:11-13

And the testimony is 
this, that God has 
given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His 
Son. He who has the 
Son has the life; he 
who does not have 
the Son of God does 
not have the life. 
These things I have 
written to you who 
believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so 
that you may know 
that you have eternal 
life. 

Active Learning

What ways do you 
want to deepen your 
expressions of love 

for Jesus?

Relationship expert 
Gary Chapman 

describes five “love 
languages” that people 

prefer to receive from 
loved ones. They are: 
1) words of affirmation

2) physical touch
3) acts of service

4) receiving gifts, and 
5) quality time.

What is Jesus’ love 
language? Does He 

have more than one? 
Defend your answer 

biblically.

Discuss how love 
languages could 

expand a believer’s 
love for Jesus and 

intimacy with Him. Be 
specific.

John 20:27-29

Then He said to Thomas, 
“Reach here with your 

finger, and see My hands; 
and reach here your hand 

and put it into My side; and 
do not be unbelieving, but 

believing.” Thomas 
answered and said to Him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, 

“Because you have seen 
Me, have you believed? 

Blessed are they who did 
not see, and yet believed.”



has been credited to our account. Jesus is 
alive to resurrect us into new creations 
supernaturally empowered to live for Him (2 
Corinthians 5:15).

As we celebrate the goodness of that news, let 
us not forget the seriousness of failing to give 
Christ the first place love and Lordship He is 
due. Anything less than undefiled worship is 
“strange fire” (Leviticus 10:1-2)—unacceptable 
sacrifices made to God (Genesis 4:3-7). God 
dealt severely with people who attempted to 
worship Him on their own terms, because such 
practices are rooted in idolatry. Even stronger, 
Paul warns that “If anyone does not love the 
Lord, he is to be accursed. . .” (1 Corinthians 
16:22).

So, let us offer Him the alabaster jar of 
expensive, wholehearted praise. Let us offer 
Him our lives as an all-on-the-altar, faithful, 
living sacrifice of praise. The object of our love 
and surrender is Jesus. When our love for Him 
is supreme above all others, and our lives are 
surrendered, we offer Him true God-glorifying 
worship. 

“Grace be with all those who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ with incorruptible 
love” (Ephesians 6:24).

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session concerning the resurrection change or 
strengthen your love for Jesus and His 
Lordship over you? 

2. How is the glory of God magnified by the 
resurrection? Does the glory of Christ in the 
universe add to or detract from your 
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

Leviticus 10:1-2

Now Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, took their 
respective firepans, 
and after putting fire in 
them, placed incense 
on it and offered 
strange fire before the 
Lord, which He had 
not commanded them. 
And fire came out 
from the presence of 
the Lord and 
consumed them, and 
they died before the 
Lord.

Genesis 4:3-7

So it came about in the 
course of time that Cain 

brought an offering to the 
Lord of the fruit of the 

ground. Abel, on his part 
also brought of the 

firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And the 
Lord had regard for Abel 

and for his offering; but for 
Cain and for his offering 

He had no regard. So Cain 
became very angry and his 
countenance fell. Then the 

Lord said to Cain, “Why 
are you angry? And why 

has your countenance 
fallen? If you do well, will 
not your countenance be 

lifted up? And if you do not 
do well, sin is crouching at 
the door; and its desire is 

for you, but you must 
master it.”



motivations to surrender to His Lordship? 
Why?

3. What does the story of Luke 7 tell us about 
loving Jesus? Where do you see yourself in 
that story? How does that make you feel?

4. On page 10, John Piper summarizes his 
understanding of love for Jesus. Is Piper’s view 
right on or incomplete? How might Chapman’s 
“love languages” (page 11) lead us to a more 
complete understanding, more creativity or 
more joy in loving Jesus?

5. If you were to explain for an adult family 
member or friend who didn’t know Christ the 
reasons you believe the resurrection 
happened, what would you say? What would 
you say to a child in your home, in church, or 
on a mission trip?

6. What is something about today’s lesson that 
you intend to share with a family member or 
friend?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of 
love and surrender to Jesus, using 
discoveries from the See and Share time.
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See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 
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