LEARNER GUIDE

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus
...so that He Himself will come to have

first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

SESSION ONE: The Quest for a Christ-awakening (Orientation Week)
Introduction: Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”
I. The Imposter: Understanding the greatest rival to the real Jesus
II. Seeing the Majesty of King Jesus: The response to seeing Jesus (Isaiah 6:1-8)
III. Pursuing Christ Together: Guidelines for the Quest
• The Quest’s map destinations and map key (Hebrews 1:1-2; Colossians 1:15-20a)
• The Quest’s team and equipment
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time
Session Goal: to better understand and value seeing more of who Jesus really is, and to understand how
we will pursue Christ together over the summer.

Introduction
“Gentlemen, this is a football.” These are
among the greatest and most memorable
words spoken by any coach in NFL history.
Imagine being one of the professional players
to whom Vince Lombardi said that. Was it
humiliating? Maybe. Inspiring? Probably.
Sobering? For sure. Lombardi was brilliantly
illustrating that the foundation for winning at
football is a return to the absolute essentials.
Vince Lombardi won 5
World Championships (2
Super Bowls), including a
“3-peat,” as head coach
of the Green Bay Packers

From now until September 13, our church will
be getting a locker room talk of sorts. We will
hear straight from God’s Word that nothing is
more important than responding rightly to
Jesus. “Christians, this is Christ.”
You may be wondering: is this really
necessary? I imagine many in that Packers
Session 1

first [place] love pg. 1 of 12

?
How would you
feel if you were a
professional
football player
and your coach
said, “this is a
football?”

He who has Christ has
everything.
He who has everything
but does not have
Christ, has nothing.
And, He who has Christ
plus everything,
has no more than he
who has Christ alone.
Attributed to St.
Augustine

Matthew 7:21-23
“Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of
My Father who is in
heaven will enter. Many
will say to Me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out
demons, and in Your name
perform many miracles?’
And then I will declare to
them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me . . .’

One of the most
sobering passages of
Scripture tells of a day
when many who
consider themselves to
be followers of Jesus
will be stunned to find
out that he doesn’t even
recognize them.
Kyle Idleman

locker room felt the same way. The answer is
an emphatic “Yes!” Though it could feel
insulting, even Christians need to be
challenged with their beliefs about Christ, and
how they act upon those beliefs. Jesus Himself
asked His disciples (who left everything to
follow Him), “Who do you say that I am?” (Mark
8:29). For them and for us, the answer to that
question has far greater importance than
winning a football game.
How important? Jesus warned professing
believers against smug, un-challenged
confidence about their relationship with Him.
He gave a sobering warning to those who
would claim that He is their Lord. In Matthew
7:21-23, Jesus said, “Not everyone who says
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven.” One day, Jesus will recognize some
who claim His Lordship as authentic, but many
will be rejected. Sadly, the rejected ones are
self-deceived; they are convinced that they are
doing God’s will and that Jesus is their Lord.
From this passage we learn that professing
believers in Jesus are vulnerable to selfdeception. Believers are also vulnerable to
cultural deceptions about Christ. It is of utmost
importance that we understand who Jesus
really is and what He expects of us. We all
want to be counted among those who
responded genuinely to His Lordship.

I. The Imposter
In 1956, a new game show was introduced to
American television. The show featured two
groups of people. One was a group of four
popular celebrities. The second group
consisted of three individuals, all claiming the
same name. Two were imposters, but one
contestant actually belonged to that name.
Their goal was to convince the celebrities that
they matched the identity of the name. The
celebrities interviewed the three contestants
trying to determine which one was the real
deal. After the questioning was complete, the
host, Bud Collyer, would ask, “Will the real
_____ please stand up?” The real _____
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Active
Learning:
Pause your
discussion to take
your spiritual
pulse.
On a 1 to 10 scale,
rate your
willingness to
discover a higher,
more biblical
understanding of
Jesus. (1 means
you will go along
with it, but you’re not
really interested; 10
means you’re eager
and ready)

1 - - - - 5 - - - - 10

?
Is Matthew
7:21-23
unsettling to
you? Why or
why not? How
confident are
you that you will
escape this
terrible verdict?
Will your
children? Other
family? Your
“neighbors”?

would then stand, often to the surprise and
delight of celebrities and audience alike. The
show was so popular, it found a place in
television for six decades. It was aptly named
To Tell the Truth.

Moralistic
Therapeutic
Deism (MTD)
Moralistic - God is
primarily concerned
with our doing right
and avoiding wrong
Therapeutic - God
exists to ensure our
well-being and
happiness
Deism - God made
the world but is not
very involved in it

?
If teenagers with
MTD listen outside
of your class door
when you pray out
loud most Sunday
mornings, would
anything they hear
decisively
challenge their MTD
beliefs?
What would they
conclude by
overhearing your
personal daily
prayers at home or
in the car?

So, will the real Jesus please stand up?
Today’s main imposter of Christianity was
identified and studied in 2005 by a team of
researchers led by Christian Smith. They
named this “mis-begotten stepchild” of the
Christian faith Moralistic Therapeutic Deism
(MTD) because it aptly described these traits:

Bud Collyer, host
of To Tell the
Truth, 1956

“1) A God exists who created and orders the
world and watches over human life
2) God wants people to be good, nice, and fair
to each other, as taught in the Bible and by
most world religions
3) The central goal of life is to be happy and to
feel good about oneself
4) God does not need to be particularly involved
in one’s life except when God is needed to
resolve a problem and
5) Good people go to heaven when they die.”1

It seems so obvious that the god of MTD is not
the Jesus of the Bible. Anyone with any type of
Christian background can see that. However, it
seems many Christians have been influenced
by these distortions about God without even
being aware of it. Richard Ross explains that
“Church teenagers don’t have a case of Moral
Therapeutic Deism because the pizza got cold.
They live with MTD because church adults
have a case of MTD.”2
The majesty and grace of Jesus deserve a
lifetime response—no less than whole-person
love and joyful surrender to His Lordship.
However, adults have failed to experience and
share the glories of what God has revealed so
vividly about His Son in the Bible. In the void,
an unbiblical view of Jesus has been allowed
to thrive, unchecked, in churches and homes.
To the next generation, there is virtually no
difference between Christ (as they have come
to understand Him) and the god of MTD.
How does MTD influence Christians? Here are
a few of the more common ways:
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1 Soul

Searching: The
Religious and
Spiritual Lives of
American
Teenagers
(2005), 162.

2 The Senior

Pastor and the
Reformation of
Youth Ministry,
Richard Ross
(2015), ix.

• Faded love. Believers infected with MTD
Repent
Repent means “to
turn”—to turn away
from sin’s rule of
your life and to turn
toward God in total
surrender

?
How does “being
madly in love with
Christ” differ from
earthly romance?
How does God
intend for it to be
similar?

Active Learning:
Your teacher will
encourage you to
divide up into
smaller
brainstorming
groups and provide
paper and pens.
In your group, list
the top 10 ways
you have seen
MTD’s “Tiny Jesus
Compartments”
affect people in
your age group.
Then come back
together as a class
and share all the
top 10s. Discuss
your thoughts on
whether you think
seeing the real
Jesus is the
antidote.

rarely have a total-person—heart, soul, and
mind—love for God. Jesus is not their
current obsession. He’s more like an “old
flame” from the past or an occasional hobby.
Any closeness once experienced with the
Savior has faded. Day to day love has
become distant. Jesus is almost entirely in
the background of life. In Revelation 2:4,
Jesus diagnoses these believers by saying,
“you have left your first love.” Then He calls
them to repent. Is faded love descriptive of
your walk with Christ?

• Tiny Jesus compartments. Believers ailing
from MTD break their lives into
compartments. Jesus may get most Sunday
mornings (if there is nothing more
compelling to do) and maybe even
Wednesday nights, but the other days of the
week are theirs. Time, priorities, finances,
relationships, pleasures, and self-esteem are
each like pies—they give Jesus a little slice
of each, but the rest of the pie has little to do
with loving Him or His Lordship.3 Does your
life have tiny Jesus compartments?

What should
define a Christian
is their romantic,
intimate, and
enthusiastic
pursuit of a
Person—the Lord
Jesus. This one
central romance
—being madly in
love with Christ—
will give
motivation and
direction to every
other good thing
that defines your
life as a Christian.
Paul Tripp

• Dysfunctional relationships. Believers
influenced by MTD are marked by broken
relationships at home and in the church.
Relationships are maintained by their own
values, emotions, priorities and peoplestrategies that haven’t been challenged by,
and surrendered to, the Lordship of Christ.
Following the world’s lead, home and church
are given the table-scraps of time and Spiritempowered love. They are comfortable with
their convictions and current way of doing
things, without questioning whether God is.
Does this resemble how you relate?

• Stationary believers. Believers under the
influence of MTD give lip service to the
Great Commission but are unwilling for it to
impact them sacrificially in terms of their
time, social discomfort, or finances. The
Great Commission is Jesus’ way of sending
out believers to love the world as He did.
Few are willing to be transformed and sent
by the Master. Are you stationary or mobile?

Session 1

first [place] love pg. 4 of 12

3 Tony Evans

further explains
having a little of
Jesus mixed in
with a lot of the
world. You can
view the
Kingdom Agenda
through our
RightNow Media
resource.

Show me your
Christology
and I’ll tell you who
you are.
Karl Barth

Paul encounters the
risen Christ on the
Damascus road, and
then becomes the
greatest missionary to
ever live (Acts 9). You
don’t get hit by a
freight train and stay
the same.
Matt Papa

There are so many more practical ways that
professing believers are affected by the
deceptions of MTD. Usually they’re not even
aware of the extent to which it affects every
area of their lives. A transfusion with Christ
Himself is the antidote.
Here’s the principle to remember: how
believers see Jesus affects their response
to Him. It affects others, too. How we see
Jesus affects homes and churches now, and
even alters the nature of faith in following
generations.

II. Seeing the Majesty of King Jesus
Isaiah 6:1-8
. . . I saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, lofty and
exalted, with the train of His
robe filling the temple.
Seraphim stood above
Him . . . And one called out
to another and said,“Holy,
Holy, Holy, is the Lord of
hosts, The whole earth is
full of His glory.”
And the foundations of the
thresholds trembled at the
voice of him who called out,
while the temple was filling
with smoke. Then I
said,“Woe is me, for I am
ruined! Because I am a
man of unclean lips,
And I live among a people
of unclean lips; For my
eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts.” Then
one of the seraphim flew to
me with a burning coal in
his hand, which he had
taken from the altar with
tongs. He touched my
mouth with it and said,
“Behold, this has touched
your lips; and your iniquity
is taken away and your sin
is forgiven.” Then I heard
the voice of the Lord,
saying, “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for Us?”
Then I said, “Here am I.
Send me!”

In Isaiah, chapter 6, Isaiah saw the Lord in a
heavenly vision. His response was fear,
complete brokenness over his sin, readiness
for cleansing, and a posture of obedience. After
Isaiah’s cleansing from guilt, he declared,
“Here am I. Send me!” Notice Isaiah’s
exclamation mark, “Send me!” Seeing God for
who He is, and receiving His cleansing grace,
creates enthusiasm for being sent by Him to
reach others. As amazing as Isaiah’s vision
was, it is eclipsed by the radiant glory of God
that we see in Christ Himself (Hebrews 1:1-3).
The glory of God shines brightest in Christ—
when we see Jesus and experience His grace,
unwillingness to reach out turns to eagerness.
The foundation for early church growth is the
disciples seeing the risen and ascended Christ.
Paul saw the radiance of the enthroned Christ
and it instantly and radically changed the
direction of his life and ministry. Paul’s ambition
was experiencing “the surpassing glory of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for who I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them
but rubbish that I may gain Christ, and may be
found in Him . . .” (Philippians 3:8, 9). Those
who see Jesus for more of who He is cannot
help but become obsessed with knowing Him
and sharing His glory with others at any cost.
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There is no
standing still in
the Christian life.
Either we are
advancing
toward salvation,
or we are drifting
away to
destruction.
Drifting is mortal
danger (Hebrews
2:1). If we do not
point our people
to the
inexhaustible
riches of Christ
so as to stir them
up to go forward
into more of God,
then we
encourage
drifting
downstream
where they will
make shipwreck
of their faith. (1
Timothy 1:19)
John Piper

?
When were you
most obsessed
with Jesus?
Why?
Do you think
that if you were
obsessed with
knowing and
loving Christ, it
would change
you like Isaiah?
Why or why not?

III. Pursuing Christ Together
Before jumping into this pursuit for a
compelling, biblical view of Jesus, we must first
recognize that on this side of glory we see
Jesus as if through a distorted glass or mirror.
(1 Corinthians 13:12). Paul further explains that
the riches we have in Christ are unfathomable
(Ephesians 3:8). There’s no way we can fully
understand the treasure we have in Christ, but
over 15 weeks, we can come to know and
experience Him far better. Together, we will fix
our attention on Christ, ready to respond to
Him in first love and first place Lordship.

Biblical theology is
the study of how
every text in the Bible
relates to every other
text in the Bible. It is
the . . . study of how
every text in the Bible
relates to Jesus and
his gospel. Thus we
start with Christ so
that we may end with
Christ. Biblical
theology is
Christological, for its
subject matter is the
Scriptures as God's
testimony to Christ. It
is therefore, from
start to finish, a study
of Christ.
Graeme Goldsworthy

Jesus reminds us in John 5:39 that God gave
us the Bible because it points to Jesus, “You
search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; it is these that
testify about Me.” In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul
describes the unveiling of the glory of Christ
that eclipses even the physical glory that made
Moses’ face glow. A whole book in the Bible is
dedicated to the unveiling, or revealing, of the
person of Jesus Christ—the Book of
Revelation. For 15 weeks, we will be squinting
through darkened glass to see more of the
radiant glory of God in the face of Christ than
we’ve ever seen before. And we have this
promise: God Himself will shine His light in our
hearts so we can see Him, through Christ,
more clearly. “For God, who said, ‘Light shall
shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has
shone in our hearts to give the Light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

Hebrews 12:2
Fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the
author and
perfecter of our
faith, who for the
joy set before Him
endured the
cross, despising
the shame, and
has sat down at
the right hand of
the throne of
God . . .

Guidelines for the Quest

Christawakening

We are on a quest for a Christ-awakening—to
return to Christ as our “first love” and to
awaken to the first-place Lordship of King
Jesus (Revelation 2:4, Colossians 1:18). These
responses of love and Lordship only happen
when we see Him. That’s the nature of this
quest—to see Jesus for who the Bible reveals
Him to be.

When God’s
Spirit uses
God’s Word to
reintroduce
God’s people to
God’s Son for
All He is

Every quest needs a workable plan if the quest
is to be successful. The map, the team and the
Session 1
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David Bryant

Christ in Eternity Past
& at Creation

equipment must match the nature of the
journey. Let’s begin by becoming familiar with
these resources we will use for this quest.

The Map:
Christ Foreshadowed
in the Old Testament

Christ’s Birth &
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension
& Exaltation

The Reign of
Christ the King

The New Covenant
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head
of the Church

The 2nd Coming
of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge
& Eternity Future

The map is going to help us look at Jesus from
the perspective of time. We are going to look at
Jesus from eternity past all the way through
eternity future. Each Sunday, beginning June 7,
we will focus on the next mark along Christ’s
timeline (see timeline on the left). Notice there
are six “past tense” sessions focusing on Jesus
in history past. The central session is on the
ascension, when Jesus stepped into His
current and future role as reigning King. The
remaining six sessions focus on the “now and
future” role Jesus plays and will play as the
King of Kings and Lord and Lords.
Every map has a key, also known as a legend.
It is the set of instructions providing
perspective to read the map with accuracy.
There are several important points of
perspective we need to understand on the front
end. Failing to follow these map instructions
could create distractions or distortions to the
quest to know and love God, in Christ, for who
He really is.

• Key 1: The Principle of Unity in the
Trinity. There is no conflict or competition
within Triune God—only unity. As we see
more of Jesus, He does not detract from the
Father and the Spirit. Rather, He expands
our understanding of Triune God. If your
journey takes you to the place of conflict or
competition in the Trinity, you are reading
your map wrong. When you come to
treasure and love Jesus as much as Triune
God wants you to, you have gotten it right, to
the glory of God.

• Key 2: The Principle of the Unity of the
Scriptures. Just as members of the Trinity
do not compete or detract from one another,
there is also unity within the Scriptures.
Every passage should only be understood in
unity, not conflict, with other passages.
Because Triune God does not compete with
Himself, neither do the Scriptures He
flawlessly inspires compete with each other.
Session 1
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Nothing is more
important for
mature Christian
discipleship than a
fresh, clear, true
vision of the
authentic
Jesus . . . the
poorer our vision
of Christ, the
poorer our
discipleship will
be, whereas the
richer our vision
of Christ, the
richer our
discipleship will
be . . . if we want
to develop a true
Christian
maturity, we need
above all a fresh
and true vision of
Jesus Christ—not
least is his
absolute
supremacy.
John R.W. Stott

2 John 9
Anyone who runs
ahead and does not
continue in the
teaching of the
Christ does not have
God. But whoever
continues in the
teaching of the
Christ has both the
Father and the Son.

• Key 3: The Pattern of the Self-revealing
God. God is a self-revealing God who has
chosen to reveal Himself with increasing
clarity over time. Paul speaks of the mystery
of God being revealed in Christ. The clearest
revelation of God is through Jesus Christ,
when God became a man and directly
revealed Himself in fullness. We interpret all
of Scripture, even Old Testament Scripture,
through Jesus Christ. Further, God has
revealed that His purpose for us is for Christ
the King to be first place in everything. The
following scriptures make this clear and are
the backbone truths of our quest:
Hebrews 1:1-3 “God, after He spoke long ago to
the fathers in the prophets in many portions and
in many ways, in these last days has spoken to
us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world.
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all
things by the word of His power. When He had
made purification of sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high . . .”

The Old Testament
message is:
1) In time past
2) multifaceted
revelation
3) expressed through
the prophets
4) given to the fathers

The New Testament
message is:
1) Now, in the last days
2) focused revelation
3) expressed in Christ
the Son
4) given to us
Sinclair Ferguson

Colossians 1:15-20a “He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by
Him all things were created, both in the heavens
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things have been created through Him and for
Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things
hold together. He is also head of the body, the
church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that He Himself will come to
have first place in everything. For it was the
Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to
dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all
things to Himself. . .”

• Key 4: The Nature of the Quest is Personcentered. The quest for a Christ-awakening
is not merely a quest for more facts or
information. Knowing Christ is more intimate
than knowing a spouse. When a man and
woman place golden bands on each other’s
fingers during their wedding ceremony, it is
a symbol of a lifetime relationship toward
oneness. The Bible speaks of believers
as the Bride of Christ—a vivid picture of
the relationship God has always wanted
with the people He created for Himself.
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?
Pay close
attention to the
words “so that” in
Colossians 1:18.
“So that”
indicates
purpose in the
words that follow.
What is God’s
purpose for
Christ? How
does God feel
about that (v.
19)? What does
this say about
how God feels
about the
complete
Lordship of
Christ in our
lives?
How does
knowing that
affect you?

. . . the same connection
used to describe a man
and a wife is used to
describe how God knows
you and how he wants to
be known by you. This
completely changed the
way I define my
relationship with Jesus .
. . But understand this-when Jesus explains
that he will not share
your affection or
devotion, he isn’t just
saying how he wants to
be loved by you; he is
making it clear how he
loves you.
Kyle Idleman

“first”—from the
Greek πρωτεύω
(prō-teú-ō)
The same greek word
is used in both
Revelation 2:4 and
Colossians 1:18 to
describe the nature of
our love and lordship.
Translators have used
a variety of English
words to convey the
Greek meaning—first”/
“first place” (NASB,
HCSB), “supremacy”
(NIV), and “preeminent”
(ESV, KJV). The
meaning is not “first in
time,” but love and
Lordship that
surpasses all others.

He saved sinners so they would “no longer
live for themselves but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf” (2 Corinthians
5:15). The gospel is more than just the
information it takes to get saved, it is the
good news that He wants to grow in oneness
with us throughout life and eternity.
During this journey, interact with Christ in
open-hearted, transparent prayer. He wants
to be your first love, and He wants first place
in you. God’s love for you is infinite and
intimate. That is why we have themed these
lessons “first [place] love.” We are on a
journey together of returning to our first love
(Revelation 2:4), Jesus Christ, “so that He
Himself might come to have first place in
everything” (Colossians 1:18). The love and
Lordship of Christ are inseparable.

The Team & Equipment:
Now that we have examined the map’s
destinations and legend, let’s look at the team
and equipment that have been assembled for
this journey.
Throughout the scriptures, there have been
two environments, similar to two teams, in
which faith has been developed: the home and
the community of faith. In Acts 2, the early
church devoted themselves to meeting in
homes and at church as community. During
this quest, the church and home will each be
used in two ways.
CHURCH TEAM
1. Sunday School Bible Study Groups.
Youth and adult groups will meet weekly to
discover together another aspect of Christ
and His timeline. Everyone will be
encouraged to See and Share every week.
When you See something new or exciting
about Jesus, share it with someone at
church. You need to hear what they have to
say, and they need to hear you. For
maximum impact, consecrate yourself to
be here for 10 of the 13 summer Sundays,
ready to explore Christ together.
The equipment: your Bible and your first
[place] love LEARNER GUIDE.
Session 1
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Consider the
proposal of a
man who wants
to move in with
a love interest:
‘Hey, why don’t
we move in
together?’
Translated: ‘How
about I get all the
benefits of
marriage without
having to make
any of the
commitments and
sacrifices?’
That’s the
approach fans
[not followers]
take. Fans say to
Jesus, ‘Hey, why
don’t we move in
together?’
Kyle Idleman

?
Does the
proposal
above mirror
how many
believers
approach
their
relationship
with Christ?
Defend your
answers.

The call is this: Make
your life one
unflinching gaze upon
the glory of Christ.
Matt Papa

2. Worship Service sermons. Sermons will
correspond to many of the Sunday School
lessons as the pastor preaches through the
book of Colossians. The worship service
will draw your heart’s affection and your
mind’s attention to the King of Kings. In
your pursuit of Christ, come as often as you
attend Sunday School.
The equipment: your Bible, sermon notes
HOME TEAM
1. Family Faith Talks. Everyone will be
supplied with an @home guide in the
worship bulletin to guide faith conversations
at home. Young families with children still
living at home will be provided a speciallydesigned laminated placemat and 13
Envelope Activities (one for each week in
the summer). Prizes will encourage families
to set and meet family summer goals for
discussing loving the Lord “…when you sit
in your house” (Deuteronomy 6:5,7).
Families are encouraged to make their
homes See and Share homes. Wonderful
things spouses see about the Savior should
be shared with each other. Moms and
dads, children, and siblings should find
ways to See and Share new discoveries
about King Jesus. Singles should use their
homes to gather with extended family and
friends to See and Share together the
glories of Christ.
The equipment: your Bible, first [place]
LEARNER GUIDE, your @home guide

Acts 2:46-47
Day by day continuing
with one mind in the
temple, and breaking
bread from house to
house, they were taking
their meals together with
gladness and sincerity of
heart, praising God and
having favor with all the
people. And the Lord was
adding to their number
day by day those who
were being saved.

2. Home Groups. Every class will choose
when to gather in homes about twice a
month to share what you are learning and
go deeper together in prayer. These inhome gatherings are for believers to
encourage one another in applying the
truths learned in the prior two Worship
Service sermons and the two prior Sunday
School lessons. This will give you another
opportunity to See and Share together with
like-minded believers wanting to make the
most of this opportunity.
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Consecrate:
to make yourself
prayerful,
attentive and
fully available to
receive a
deepening
encounter with
God

Ephesians 5:14
Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine
on you.

first [place]
LEARNER
GUIDES are
divided into
three sections
that will serve
as three
devotional
readings
during the
week.

The equipment: your Bible, and from the
last two weeks: your first [place] love
LEARNER GUIDES, and sermon notes

Conclusion
Ephesians 3:14-19
I pray that out of his
glorious riches the
Father may strengthen
you with power through
his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ
may dwell in your
hearts through faith.
And I pray that you,
being rooted and
established in
love, may have power,
together with all the
Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and
long and high and deep
is the love of Christ, and
to know His love that
surpasses knowledge –
that you may be filled to
the measure of all the
fullness of God.

Group
Dynamics:
Breaking up into
smaller groups of 3
to 4 encourages a
greater level of
sharing from
everyone—
especially those
unwilling to
compete with more
talkative persons for
the chance to share
in a larger group.

Lombardi’s locker room speech restored the
Packers’ commitment to the fundamentals of
football. They went on to win 5 Championships
in a span of 7 years. For the next 3 months, we
will be lifting up Jesus. Paul said, “For no one
can lay any foundation other than the one
already laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1
Corinthians 3:11). Upon this foundation, Christ
will win eternally important trophies for the
glory of God, through even us.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.
God wants us to respond to Jesus
with whole-person love and
surrender. Use the following
questions to consider how you
will respond to Him with your
head (what you think), heart (what
you treasure), and hands (what you do).
1.

From the Introduction, share why getting the
identity and Lordship of Christ correct matters
to you, your children, and the next generation.

2.

What characteristics of MTD might indicate
personal or church growth is needed?

3.

Rank the four “map keys” in order of
importance. Explain your ranking.

4.

Discuss any discomfort you feel about this
“quest” as well as any positive feelings.

5.

Discuss how the promise of this quest might
change your commitment to Sunday morning
attendance and your participation in a home
group.
• If you were to commit to a certain number of
Sundays out of the next 15 weeks, what
number would you strive for?
• How many of the 6 home group gatherings
would you strive to make?

Before dismissing, have someone lead in a
class prayer of consecration based on
Ephesians 3:14-19.
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See and
Share Time:
At the close of
each Sunday
School session,
we encourage
a time of
sharing. We
call this See
and Share time
—a time to
share with
others
something new
or exciting that
you see about
Jesus as a
result of this
week’s study.
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