LEARNER GUIDE

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus
...so that He Himself will come to have

first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

SESSION ELEVEN: Christ, Head of His Church

@home
DAY 1

Introduction:
I. The Head of the Church: The head is the authority, source and director

DAY 2

II. The Beloved Bride: The church is many members unified in Christ

DAY 3

III. The Devoted Bride: The church is devoted to the mission of her groom
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

Session Goal: to better understand and experience the Christ as Head of the church, and to live as He
intended in our devotion to Him and His Kingdom advance in others.

Introduction

Treasure hunter, Tommy
Thompson, 1989, holding a
$50 gold piece found in the
wreckage of the gold ship
S.S.Central America. More of
the treasure pictured below.

In April 2015, Tommy Thompson was finally
brought to trial. He had been a fugitive from the
law for collecting and selling 3 tons of sunken
gold treasure valued at $50 million without
splitting the money with his partners. It seems
that Thompson was operating outside of any
oversight or authority. Even when his deceit
was discovered, he ran from the law for years
before finally being captured. The case against
Thompson is still ongoing.
The world-wide church of Jesus was entrusted
with sharing the eternal treasure of the gospel.
Some individual and groups of believers have
delighted to spend the gospel on themselves
with little thought of taking it to others for whom
God intends it. God’s hope for the world is the
church. Only believers in proper relationship
with the Head of the church are able to
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?
Under what
circumstances
have you ever
shared the
gospel?
Under what
circumstances
would you ever
share the
gospel?

“Head” — from the
Greek κεφαλń
(kephalē)
is not regarded as the
seat of the intellect, but
as the source of life.
Thus to lift up the head
is to grant life in the
sense of success, or to
expect it in God
himself… Figuratively,
headship denotes
superiority of rank and
authority over another;
though when Christ is
spoken of as head of
his body the church
(Eph. 5:23; Col. 2:19),
of every man (1 Cor.
11:3), of the entire
universe (Eph. 1:22),
and of every cosmic
power (Col. 2:10)… the
basic meaning of head
as the source of all life
and energy is
predominant.
The church is Christ’s
body and he is her
head: the two cannot
be severed. In this
unity of head and body,
Christ the head directs
the growth of the body
to himself: he is not
merely the source of
being of the body but
also the consummation
of its life. Hence to give
allegiance to any other
spiritual mediator, as
was being done at
Colossae, cuts the vital
link between the limbs
and Christ the head
who is the source of all
their being.
The New Bible Dictionary,
Third Edition

understand and accomplish their mission as
empowered ambassadors for Christ.
Over the last 10 weeks, we have learned that
Jesus was active in Creation by creating
everything, including people, for Himself. Even
before this creation event, God had
covenanted within Himself that God the Son
would redeem humanity at just the right time.
Beginning with the first human couple, God
began to initiate covenants with people in
preparation for God, in the person of Jesus
Christ, to incarnate Himself to accomplish the
work of redemption through the cross and
resurrection.
As the ascended and exalted Lord, Jesus’
unique role continues as He reigns over all
things. His Kingdom agenda is to bring into an
intimate and fully-surrendered relationship all
those who will eventually be saved. He
expands His Kingdom reign through every
redeemed individual and local church body
making disciples throughout the earth. He
inaugurated the Kingdom rule of God, and we
await its coming in fullness (consummation). In
the meantime, He exercises His reign
individually as Lord over and within every
believer and corporately as Head of His
Church. This focus, with Christ as the “Head,”
is the topic of today’s session.

I. The Head of the Church
Colossians is one of several books with a keen
focus on the supremacy of Christ. While every
book in the Bible has Christ’s supremacy as its
eventual focus, Colossians gives explicit
emphasis on the preeminence of God’s Son. It
was God the Father’s “good pleasure” to
indwell the Son with the fullness of God and to
bring everything in the universe into
relationship with Christ as the rightful, reigning
King (Colossians 1:19).
Colossians 1:15-20 “He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by
Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
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Colossians 2:10, 19
and in Him you have
been made complete,
and He is the head
over all rule and
authority…the head,
from whom the entire
body, being supplied
and held together by
the joints and
ligaments, grows with
a growth which is
from God.

Ephesians 1:22
And He put all things
in subjection under
His feet, and gave
Him as head over all
things to the church

Ephesians 4:15
but speaking the truth
in love, we are to
grow up in all aspects
into Him who is the
head, even Christ

Ephesians 5:23
…Christ also is the
head of the church,
He Himself being the
Savior of the body.

[The] closest
approximation of
the Kingdom of
God today is the
Church, the body of
regenerate believers
that owns the
crucified and risen
Redeemer as its
Head.
Carl Henry

Ephesians 1:18-23
I pray that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened, so
that you will know what is the
hope of His calling, what are
the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints, and
what is the surpassing
greatness of His power
toward us who believe.
These are in accordance
with the working of the
strength of His might which
He brought about in Christ,
when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and
authority and power and
dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this
age but also in the one to
come. And He put all things
in subjection under His feet,
and gave Him as head over
all things to the church,
which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in
all.

Christ rules as King from
his royal position in the
Father’s presence…The
sovereign Lord, the King
of glory, is directing all of
history toward one event
—the judgment of the
nations and full and
visible establishment of
his kingdom. He works
now through his church,
to whom he has given the
keys of the kingdom, the
message of his salvation
and redemption…In
order to carry out this
God-sized task, the
church has been fully
empowered by Christ’s
Spirit, which dwells
within us as believers.
Ken Hemphill

authorities—all things have been created
through Him and for Him. He is before all
things, and in Him all things hold together. He is
also head of the body, the church; and He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that
He Himself will come to have first place in
everything.

The majesty of Christ is painted in terms of His
rule over heaven, the universe, visible and
invisible authorities, and all other spiritual and
created things. In the context of the sweeping,
big-picture portraits of the importance of Jesus,
Paul doesn’t fail to make the personal
connection to believers. He specifically
identifies the church as one of several things in
the universe in which the Lord Jesus is to have
first place, or supremacy. This relationship is
described in unique terms that only believers in
Christ can experience—Christ is the “Head” of
the church.
Head with Authority
This title for Christ is found in Paul’s letters to
the Colossian, Ephesian and Corinthian
churches. It communicates the authority that
Christ has over the church. His authority is
grounded in His divinity, His creation of us for
Himself, His purchase of us by His blood, and
His resurrection, ascension and exaltation. His
authority and reign is “already” fulfilled in “the
context of the regenerate community of those
in voluntary submission to the Kingdom of God
in Christ,” as Head of the church (Russell
Moore). However, every knee has “not yet”
bowed to His rule, as it will at His coming again
(Philippians 2:10).
Unlike with human masters, the authority of
Christ is deeply rooted in love and relationship.
Ephesians is full of words that speak to the
tenderness by which Christ rules over His
beloved church. Christ is described as one who
nourishes, cherishes, sacrifices, cleanses and
beautifies the church (Ephesians 5:25-32). This
is no inconsiderate, harsh, demanding
authoritarian throwing the weight of His
authority around. This is God Himself, with
unlimited authority, giving Himself in unlimited
measures of love.
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Church
Sometimes the
word ecclēsia is
used to designate
the actual meeting
together of
Christians…most
readers will think it
means “in the
church building.”
The New Testament
never once names
the “place” of
assembly—a
“church.”…ecclēsia
most often is used
as a descriptor for
the believers who
constitute a local
church (such as the
believers of the
church in Corinth,
the church in
Philippi, and the
church in
Colossae), or all
the believers (past,
present, and future)
who constitute the
universal church—
the complete body
of Christ. On the
most basic level,
the ecclēsia is any
gathering of
believers. On
another level, the
ecclēsia is an
organized local
entity, comprised of
all the believers in
any given locality.
The ecclēsia is also
the universal
church whose
constituents are all
the believers who
have ever been,
are now existing,
and will ever be.
Holman Treasury of
Key Bible Words

Fellowship with other
believers is another huge
way that we behold Glory
and thereby are
sanctified. When we
fellowship with one
another and hold one
another accountable, we
are massaging the gospel
into each other’s hearts.
We are reminding one
another constantly about
what is true, good, and
beautiful, and helping
each other’s ADD soultendencies to stay firmly
fixed on Jesus. We are
helping each other learn
the selflessness that
community demands. And
we worship together.
Corporate worship is one
of the most beautiful
ways we can practice 2
Corinthians 3: 18. “But
we all . . .” Together as a
body we are beholding
Glory and being
changed . . . there on the
spot. Corporate worship
is all about Jesus, and if
it is not about Jesus, it is
not Christian worship.
We do not go to church to
hear helpful living tips,
nor do we go to church
merely to serve or merely
to exercise our spiritual
gifts. We go to church to
look at Jesus. Corporate
worship throughout
history has been about
rehearsing the gospel as
a means of beholding
Glory.
Matt Papa

Source of Life
To the original recipients of Paul's letters,
“head" would also have carried an even deeper
meaning. It also means source of life. Jesus is
not just the Head of the church in terms of
authority. Paul inserts the words “the body”
before “the church” (Colossians 1:18) to
introduce a metaphor he develops quite
extensively. The head is the source of life to
every body part. It is the command center of
the body, controlling vital functions. If severed
from the body, nothing would control breathing,
heartbeats, coordinated movements for
ingesting and digesting food and drink, or
growth. The body would die without the head.
With this metaphor, Paul is reminding the
church that Christ is the indispensable source
of life. Jesus said, “I am…the Life” (John 14:6)
and “I came that they may have life” (John
10:10). “God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son” (1 John 5:11). Without a vital
connection with Him, the church cannot
function in any meaningful Kingdom way. There
is no such thing as a Christ-less, living church.
A church may be busy and active, but it is not
alive unto God if not abiding in connection to
the Head. This picture of headship as a matter
of life or death is the perfect complement to the
“first place” language of Christ’s supremacy.
When Christ is loved and lived for in first place
position, believers experience real and
abundant life in Christ.
Head as Director
In addition to vital, life-giving functions, the
Head also supplies purpose and direction. As
Lord of the church, Jesus provides for its
health, organization and its marching orders. A
body does what, goes where, for the reasons
its head directs. This happens only in
accordance with the “proper working of each
individual part” (Ephesians 4:16). A human
body is a single organism with parts working in
perfect harmony. Likewise the church is
directed by the Head to function seamlessly
together. When a church body is unified and
healthy, it is able to respond to the initiative of
the Head to take the gospel to the world.
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Thus, the New
Testament presents
the Kingdom
community in terms
of its relationship to
a Head and King,
the sovereign
covenant Messiah
who is establishing
His reign in the
midst of the Body.
Russell D. Moore

People who wander
from Christ are like
those who have lost
their heads (Col.
2:18–19). Without
the head no
nourishment or
growth is possible
(Eph. 4:15; Col.
2:19).
Paul was not
dealing in
philosophical
speculation in his
headship analogies.
Even the simplest
person knew that
food, water, and air
were taken in by
head. He would
know that the eyes
and ears gave
guidance to the
whole body.
Paul Ferguson

Ephesians 5:23-30
For the husband is the head
of the wife, as Christ also is
the head of the church…
Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,
so that He might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the
word, that He might present
to Himself the church in all
her glory, having no spot or
wrinkle or any such thing; but
that she would be holy and
blameless…for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it,
just as Christ also does the
church, because we are
members of His body.

A Christian is an
impregnable person. He
is a person that never can
be conquered. Emmanuel
became man to make the
church and every
Christian to be one with
him. Christ’s nature is
out of danger of all that
is hurtful. The sun shall
not shine, the wind shall
not blow, to the church’s
hurt. For the church’s
Head ruleth over all
things and hath all things
in subjection. Therefore
let all the enemies consult
together, this king and
that power, there is a
counsel in heaven which
will disturb and dash all
their counsels.
Emmanuel in heaven
laugheth them to scorn.
Richard Sibbes

II. The Beloved Bride
In all four of the gospels, Jesus told several
kingdom parables that included the bride motif
as a metaphor for God’s people. The theme is
picked up in Ephesians 5:23-30 (see sidebar).
It is consummated in the book of Revelation.
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory
to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come
and His bride has made herself
ready” (Revelation 19:7). The eventual intent
for the church is that it would be spotless in its
devotion to Christ alone. Christ Himself will
present to Himself the bride He has redeemed
with His own blood. Today, the church should
cooperate fully with God in the purification of
the church’s faithfulness and devotion to His
Son.
Members of One Body
Every individual believer is just one part of a
larger body of believers. “Now you are Christ’s
body, and individually members of it” (1
Corinthians 12:17). “For even as the body is
one and yet has many members, and all the
members of the body, though they are many,
are one body, so also is Christ” (Romans
12:12). Paul explains that individual Christians
are connected to each other just as physical
body parts are connected to each other and its
head through connective tissue (Colossians
2:19). “With all the saints” believers can
experience the love of Christ and the fullness
of God (Ephesians 3:17-19).
The Head supplies coordination of all of the
individual members. The Head gives direction
to each body part for the coordinated
movement the Head desires from the body as
a whole. Without the Head being connected to
many members, there would be no speaking,
comforting, loving, teaching, and enjoyment of
others. Connection to the Head is absolutely
necessary for the health, growth and mission of
the church.
Members Connected to the Head
Just as union with Christ is true for individual
believers, it is likewise true for the church.
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Ephesians 3:17-19
so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts
through faith; and that
you, being rooted and
grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend
with all the saints what
is the breadth and
length and height and
depth, and to know the
love of Christ which
surpasses knowledge,
that you may be filled
up to all the fullness of
God.

Ephesians 2:11-22
Therefore
remember that formerly
you, the Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called
“Uncircumcision” by the socalled “Circumcision,”
which is performed in the
flesh by human hands—
remember that you were at
that time separate from
Christ, excluded from the
commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the
covenants of promise,
having no hope and without
God in the world. But now
in Christ Jesus you who
formerly were far off have
been brought near by the
blood of Christ. For He
Himself is our peace, who
made both groups into one
and broke down the barrier
of the dividing wall, by
abolishing in His flesh the
enmity, which is the Law of
commandments contained
in ordinances, so that in
Himself He might make the
two into done new man,
thus establishing peace,
and might reconcile them
both in bone body to God
through the cross, by it
having put to death the
enmity. And He came and
preached peace to you who
were far away, and peace
to those who were near; for
through Him we both have
our access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are
no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and
are of God’s household,
having been built on the
foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the corner
stone, in whom the whole
building, being fitted
together, is growing into a
holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being
built together into a
dwelling of God in the
Spirit.

Members are unable to grow their local church
body into Christian maturity unless they are
connected to the Head. Members who are
saved, yet live in the flesh, are no more helpful
to the body than a severed limb. Any body part
without a neural connection to the head cannot
function as designed.
Only when the members of the body, working
in concert together, are connected individually
to the Head can the Head have any meaningful
influence over the body as a whole. When one
body part is hurting or functioning poorly, the
whole body suffers. How much more a body
who has multiple ailments or a church where
the norm is believers who are not abiding in
Christ. Only those submitted to the authority of
Christ, in the power of the Spirit, are able to
offer anything Christ Himself would impart to
others. As the Head, Christ will use His church
to bring individuals, homes, and churches more
fully into relationship with Him as first love and
reigning Lord.
Members Unified
Christ has leveled the playing field in terms of
who gets into the Kingdom. Rich or poor,
religious or unchurched, squeaky clean or
shady past, fit or fat, male or female, Jew or
non-Jew—all are brought into the Kingdom
through faith in Christ. From this kaleidoscope
of humanity, Christ builds His forever family,
the church. “There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free man, there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28).
In order for believers to maintain individual
connections to the Head, they must be related
to one another as directed by Christ and
empowered by His Spirit. When unity breaks
down, it indicates a failure for individuals to
maintain their connection to the Lord. Where
there is Spirit-empowered Lordship, there is
unity. Where conflict, impatience, slander,
bitterness, criticism, favoritism and pride
abound, Christ has been ousted from the
throne.
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Ephesians 4:1-6
Therefore I, the
prisoner of the Lord,
implore you to walk in
a manner worthy of the
calling with which you
have been called, with
all humility and
gentleness, with
patience, showing
tolerance for one
another in love, being
diligent to preserve the
unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. There
is one body and one
Spirit, just as also you
were called in one
hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God
and Father of all who is
over all and through all
and in all.

Not one of us Christians
has earned his or her way
into the inheritance God
has stored up for us. We
are not “self-made”
citizens of the kingdom.
We are included in God’s
promises only because we
know that we are
dependent on Jesus Christ
to save us, and we are
united to him by faith. But
here’s the kicker. Do you
realize that the same thing
is true of that brother or
sister in your church who
annoys you? He or she
believes in and loves the
same Lord Jesus that you
do, and even more, he or
she has been saved and
forgiven by the same Lord
who saved and forgave
you. Think about that
brother or sister you’ve
not really taken the time
to get to know because
you just don’t think you’d
click. Think about that
person with whom you
have a broken
relationship that you’ve
refused to repair. Now
consider that he or she
loves and trusts in the
same Lord you do.
Consider that the same
Lord who died for you,
also died for him, for her.
I wonder if your
understanding of the
gospel of Jesus Christ—
the good news that Jesus
saved you even though
you didn’t deserve it—is
deep enough to swallow
up the little criticisms you
have of your brothers and
sisters. I wonder if it’s
deep enough to sink the
offenses they’ve
committed against you,
even the most painful
ones, and lead you to
forgive them and love
them just as Jesus himself
has done for both of you.
Greg Gilbert

Human relationships are not easy, especially
within the church. Believers have high
expectations of one another, but often lack
patience required for those who are on the
journey to become like Christ. But in Christ,
believers are perfectly equipped and
empowered to treat one another as well as
Christ treated us. Paul Tripp and Timothy Lane
explain,
triune God was torn asunder so that we might
be united to him and to one another as brothers
and sisters in Christ. The perfect love, unity,
and joy that existed between the Father, Son,
and Spirit were demolished, for a time, for our
sake. This is the ground on which we build all
relationships. Every time you are tempted to
shun another believer, remember that the
Father, Son, and Spirit were torn asunder so
that you might be united. When you sin or are
sinned against, you are to move toward your
sibling in Christ aware that Father, Son, and
Spirit were torn asunder so that you might be
reconciled!

Ephesians 4:25-32 provides a pattern by which
believers can maintain Christ-glorifying,
gospel-saturated relationships with one
another. The foundation for this pattern is in
understanding the basis by which God in Christ
has forgiven you—when it was not earned or
deserved. We provide plenty of ammunition for
us to be disappointed and angry with one
another. But believers must jettison the strong
impulses to treat one another as we deserve to
be treated. To do this grieves the Holy Spirit.
Christ saved us to live according to the Holy
Spirit who produces the love, patience,
kindness and gentleness we are unable to
produce without Him. When we approach unity
in our own strength, or on the basis of what is
deserved by another Christian, we give the
devil an opportunity to create disunity and
thereby keep the church from connection to
Christ and His mission.
Once we are abiding in Christ, allowing Him to
reign in us through His Spirit, we are willing
and able to live out the Ephesians 4 pattern.
The pattern includes matters on the inside and
moves outward toward behavior. Paul instructs
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…you will find
many shortcomings
and offenses in the
members of the holy
Church. You see
them succumb to
temptation, you see
them weak in faith,
you see them giving
way to anger, envy,
and other evil
dispositions. "How
can the Church be
holy?" you ask. It is
with the Christian
Church as it is with
the individual
Christian. If I
examine myself I
find enough
unholiness to shock
me. But when I look
at Christ in me I
find that I am
altogether holy. And
so it is with the
Church.
Martin Luther

?
How can we be
tender-hearted toward
those who have
disappointed or hurt
us in the past?
Why is the Spirit
“grieved” when
church relationships
stay unhealthy?

What does it look like to
live life in a manner
worthy of the gospel? It
looks like dying with
Christ to one’s self and
being raised in Christ to
walk in the newness of
life with our brothers and
sisters. It means living
grace-filled lives that
grant patience and mercy
and gentleness for the
spiritual journeys of
others and a respect for
the differences and
idiosyncrasies we all
bring to the Lord’s table.
Matt Chandler

1 Corinthians 12:11
But one and the same Spirit
works all these things,
distributing to each one
individually just as He wills.

Romans 12:5-6
…We, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and
individually members one of
another. Since we have gifts
that differ according to the
grace given to us, each of us
is to exercise them
accordingly.

believers to commit to truth, Spirit-tempered
anger, a sharing attitude, edify one another
with grace, and a refusal to allow bitterness to
take root and bear its rancid fruit. To
summarize, Paul insists that we remain tenderhearted toward one another.
This gospel-informed, Spirit-born tenderness of
heart toward one another shows itself in a
number of relationship patterns. Paul first
mentions valuing and speaking truthfully to one
another. Often bitterness results when
believers withhold the honesty required to work
things out. Next is the willingness to work hard
so that we can share with one another as
needs arise. It is difficult to remain angry with
those with whom we are sharing.
Finally, Paul mentions several patterns related
to how we use our speech. He explains that
there is no room for even one single word that
falls out of the Lordship of Christ. We should
only be speaking words that drip with grace
and encouragement. If we have laid aside
inward bitterness, there is likewise no room for
talking about another believer with slander and
malice. There is no room in the Kingdom for
speaking about one another or to one another
in any way other than grace.
Members Gifted
One way the Head builds up His bride into
completion in Christ is by giving her members
spiritual gifts. Four primary passages mention
the spiritual gifting of born-again believers (see
left sidebar). Of the four passages, one
passage says that Christ gives gifts, one says
that God does, the other says that the Holy
Spirit does, and the other just says we are
gifted without specifying a member of the
Trinity. This indicates Triune God has
completely invested Himself in involving every
member in the church with gifting that would
build the body
Ephesians 4:8-9 makes reference to Christ’s
fulfillment of Psalm 68:18. Paul’s logic, in light
of this Old Testament picture, flows as follows:
Jesus descended, He triumphed over His
enemies, then ascended again to heaven to
Session Eleven

first [place] love p.8 of 14

Ephesians 4:25-32
Therefore, laying
aside falsehood,
speak truth each one
of you with his
neighbor, for we are
members of one
another. Be angry,
and yet do not sin; do
not let the sun go
down on your anger,
and do not give the
devil an
opportunity. He who
steals must steal no
longer; but rather he
must labor,
performing with his
own hands what is
good, so that he will
have something to
share with one who
has need. Let no
unwholesome word
proceed from your
mouth, but only such
a word as is good for
edification according
to the need of the
moment, so that it will
give grace to those
who hear. Do not
grieve the Holy Spirit
of God, by whom you
were sealed for the
day of redemption.
Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and
clamor and slander
be put away from
you, along with all
malice. Be kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
each other, just as
God in Christ also
has forgiven you.

Ephesians 4:10-12
(…He who ascended far
above all the heavens, so
that He might fill all things.)
And He [Christ] gave some
as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as
pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for
the work of service, to the
building up of the body of
Christ.

distribute the spoils of His conquest among His
peoples in the forms of spiritual gifts. 1
Corinthians 12 is by far the most extensive
passage on gifts. In this passage, the
Scriptures make clear that God and the Head
of the church distribute gifts to the church
through the Holy Spirit for the glory of God
through Christ.
There are many types of gifts mentioned in
these Scripture passages, but they can be
categorized broadly into two types: gifts that
build the church in Christ, and gifts that
mobilize the church to share Christ.

1 Peter 4:10-12
As each one has received a
special gift, employ it in
serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold
grace of God. Whoever
speaks, is to do so as one
who is speaking the
utterances of God; whoever
serves is to do so as one
who is serving by the
strength which God supplies;
so that in all things God may
be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belongs the
glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

?
Do you know what your
spiritual gift is?
What would others say
it is?

Caution: Handle With Care
A few cautions concerning spiritual gifts should
be addressed. Spiritual gifts are commonly
confused with getting every believer to “do
something” in the church. This is the wrong
focus for the church and the believer alike,
stemming from a misunderstanding. But, it’s
important to recognize that believers in a
church can all be “doing something,” but not
exercising their gifts. In churches with this
mindset, believers have functionally equated
service activity with gifting—they check a
service activity off their list, and cease to make
the exercise of their spiritual gift available to
the church. Since they have done something,
they are now off the hook to do the very thing
that they were created and gifted to do.
Another danger is in failing to understand that
all gifts are used to serve the Body of Christ,
but not all acts of service require spiritual gifts.
Believers too often fail to serve the church
because they are not “gifted in service” to
change diapers, trim hedges, bus tables or to
be a Sunday morning Greeter. Serving is
something to which all of us are called.
Likewise, mercy, helps, teaching, wisdom,
giving, hospitality, and leadership are aspects
of body life in which all maturing believers
could and should participate—even though not
especially gifted in that area. For example, it is
unthinkable that a believer would conclude that
because they are not gifted in mercy that they
can be unmerciful. Hebrews 5:12 exhorts a
group of believers that “by this time you ought
Session Eleven
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Christ in Eternity Past
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed in
the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension
& Exaltation

The Reign of
Christ the King

The New Covenant
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head
of the Church

The 2nd Coming
of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge
& Eternity Future

Learning Activity:
Spiritual gifts can be
exercised simply by
walking according to the
Spirit. Those with the
gift of mercy, for
example, are compelled
to show mercy when
they are abiding in
Christ, even if they don’t
know that is their gift.
At the Volunteer Central
page of the church
website is a S.H.A.P.E.
Assessment. The
assessment will help
you to identify your
SPIRITUAL GIFT, as
well as help you to
identify what you have a
HEART for, what
ABILITIES you have,
what your
PERSONALITY is, and
what EXPERIENCES
you have. All of these
contribute to who we
are. And God uses all of
who we are to
contribute to the
Kingdom.

Have every member
complete a S.H.A.P.E.
Inventory by
summer’s end and
encourage one
another to serve and
use their gifting.

to be teachers,” but because of their lack of
growth into Christ they are unable to teach
others. Teaching is a gift, but it also a common
grace for all believer to teach the Word of God
to one another and to diligently employ with
their children (Deuteronomy 6:4-7), gifted or
not. Christians have sat on the sidelines on
many occasions because of the lie that gifting
is a prerequisite for serving believers or
sharing the gospel with unbelievers.
Believers must also remember that everyone is
called to bear the fruits of the Spirit. “Love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, [and] selfcontrol” (Galatians 5:22) are the fruits that
everyone walking in the Spirit will display. If a
believer is exercising a spiritual gift under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit, it will be always
be done in accordance with the Spirit’s fruit.
Believers can identify their gift through a paper
gift inventory, for example, and consider it a
license to exercise their gift without the
restraint of the Spirit. Such believers can do
harm to the body of Christ when their “gift” is
an occasion for unkindness, abusive speech,
lack of grace, impatience and disunity. Equally
damaging are believers who know their gift and
attempt to fulfill it in the flesh, even with good
motives.
Believers indicate their lack of connection with
Christ when they are not actively loving and
serving others—it is through loving and serving
others, in general, that specific spiritual gifts
can bud and mature. The emphasis of gifts, like
fruit, is in the connection to God in Christ,
through the Spirit. It is He who produces fruit
and gives gifts. Though commonly attempted, it
is impossible for a believer to exercise a
spiritual gift apart from the Spirit who endowed
it. Only when under the control of the Spirit can
spiritual gifts be used in a way that God will
empower them, bring glory to Himself, and
accomplish His Kingdom purposes.
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Spiritual Gifts
Romans 12
prophecy
teaching
exhortation
giving
leadership
mercy
1 Corinthians 12
wisdom
knowlege
faith
healing
miracles
prophecy
discernment
tongues
interpretation
apostles
helps
administrations
Ephesians 4
apostles
prophets
evangelism
pastors
teachers
Other “gifts”?
celibacy
hospitality
martyrdom
missionary
poverty
These are the
spiritual gifts listed in
the New Testament.
Many believe that
these lists are not
exhaustive, arguing
that the Spirit gives
gifts in accordance
with the needs of
local church bodies
and people group
needs. Modern
needs may not
correspond
completely with
those of these New
Testament churches.

Colossians 1:27-28
Colossians 1:27-28 “God
willed to make known what
is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. We
proclaim Him, admonishing
every man and teaching
every man with all wisdom,
so that we may present
every man complete in
Christ.”

Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came up and
spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I
commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even
to the end of the age.”

III. The Devoted Bride
Paul links the health of the church’s growth in
Christ to its mission. A bride truly devoted to
her spouse is fully invested in supporting the
spouse’s calling. Similarly, the truly devoted
church will be fully investing in seeking first the
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33) Christ is
bringing to completion.
Being the hope of glory to the lost is predicated
by Christ being in the church—“Christ in you.”
Not just as a technicality, as Savior and nothing
more. But that Christ would be so operative in
the church as the Head, through His Spirit, that
“every” member of the church would be
"complete in Christ.”
God has never intended the church to be full of
pew warmers who are mere observers. There
is no mention in Scripture of a category of true
believer who doesn’t mature in Christ and
engage their role as His ambassador. Instead
of bold believers who are empowered by the
Spirit, many believers have become obsessed
with their own inabilities and insecurities and
unwilling to do anything for His Kingdom that
would require faith in God’s ability or walking in
the Spirit. Believers are disengaged from the
church, or bored by it, because they seek
satisfaction from the church. However, the
church was never intended to satisfy anyone
but Christ. God is pleased when believers
worship Him with their whole hearts and lives
and are mobilized into feats of faith and power.
Too many believers who could have been
teachers, disciplers, ministry administrators,
local ministry leaders and global evangelists—
if abiding in Christ—have settled to be passive
observers, settling to do little if anything in their
own strength. The church limps along only able
to do minimal good in its own community and
around the world because most of its members
are disconnected from the Head and
functioning under their own authority. They
have authorized as acceptable an
independence from the rule of Christ that is
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Isaiah 49:6
He says, “It is too
small a thing that You
should be My Servant
To raise up the tribes
of Jacob and to
restore the preserved
ones of Israel; I will
also make You a light
of the nations
So that My salvation
may reach to the end
of the earth.”

?
Beyond mere
church
attendance, what
has to happen in
church
relationships for
us to truly build
each other up in
our first place
love for Christ?
In what way is
attendance at
Sunday School
and the Worship
Service a part of
that?
Is it possible to
strengthen and
serve the
church, or be
strengthened by
the church, if
rarely around?
Why is the
church worth the
effort it takes
individuals to
purify it and
mobilize it?

Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came
into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, He was asking His
disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man
is?” And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; but still
others, Jeremiah, or one of
the prophets.” He *said to
them, “But who do you say
that I am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus said to
him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Barjona, because
flesh and blood did not
reveal this to you, but My
Father who is in heaven. I
also say to you that you
are Peter, and upon this
rock I will build My church;
and the gates of Hades will
not overpower it. I will give
you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and
whatever you bind on earth
shall have been bound in
heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall have
been loosed in heaven.”
Then He warned the
disciples that they should
tell no one that He was the
Christ.

The biblical view is
comprehensive: all
nations belong to the one
world history that finds
its meaning in Jesus
Christ…
The present age of the
church is the age of the
Holy Spirit's work in
connecting the world of
sinners with the
redeeming word of
Christ.
Graeme Goldsworthy

condemned in Scripture and leaving millions
without the hope of glory that is in them.
God’s will is that every person move toward
completion in Christ. The church is set apart to
play a major role in that. Every believer has the
responsibility to commit themselves to active
participation, authenticity, and submission to
one another as the Spirit gifts and empowers
leaders and members to shape one another.
Romans 8:29 says that God destined us to
“become conformed to the image of His Son.”
God’s intention is that Christ is first place in
every dimension of a believer. As completion in
Christ progresses, and as believers walk
together according to the Spirit, He produces
such transformation within that the church’s
role as the “hope of glory” among the lost
shines brightly.
Advancing the Kingdom
The church devoted to the Head of the church
understands the foundation on which it was
built. Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16:17-18 that
“I will build My church…" upon his confession
of Jesus’ Lordship (Matthew 16:18). He goes
on to say that the “…gates of Hades will not
overpower” the church, and even that the
church has been given the “keys to the
kingdom” (Matthew 16:19).
Upon His Lordship, Jesus sends the church
into the world to be the hope of glory. The
gospel is the “keys to the kingdom” for it is the
power of God unto salvation for all that believe
(Romans 1:16). It rescues people from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light
(Colossians 1:13). If the gospel is the key to
the kingdom, the Spirit is the key to
empowering ambassadors of Christ to share it.
Only as believers walk according to the Spirit
are they empowered with desire and ability to
share the message. Apart from abiding in
Christ, a church can do nothing. A church that
is truly devoted to Christ is devoted to Him in
terms of loving Him first, and Him being the
Lord. When this is true, believers seek to walk
with Him and to be surrendered to the
sanctifying and mobilizing work of His Spirit.
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…by the power of
the resurrected
Christ, his church
has the authority to
rescue the lost from
the doomed city of
death—a city whose
gates are already
crumbling in the
kingdom’s wake—
and to usher them
into God’s new city,
where there will be
no more death, no
more loss, no more
pain. And the gates
of hell can do
nothing to stop it.
This is the church’s
mission and
privilege.
Ken Hemphill

Conclusion
As the Head of the church, Jesus imparts gifts
and the Holy Spirit for the church’s growth into
Him. Believers grow toward completion in
Christ when the members serve and use their
gifts under the Spirit’s control. As the church
grows, it is propelled into the world to share the
treasure of Christ’s redemption and reign in
new hearts among the nations.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

See and Share
Time:
At the close of each
Sunday School
session, we
encourage a time of
sharing. We call this
See and Share time
—a time to share
with others
something new or
exciting that you see
about Jesus as a
result of this week’s
study.

God wants us to respond to Jesus
with whole-person love and
surrender. Use the following
questions to consider how you
will respond to Him with your
head (what you think), heart (what
you treasure), and hands (what you do).
1.

Which aspect of Jesus’ “headship” of the
church most motivates you to surrender to His
Lordship: 1) the Head as authority 2) the Head
as source or 3) the Head as director? Why?

2.

How have you seen a lack of church unity
undermine the connection of individual
believers to Christ? How have you seen unity
in spite of each other’s shortcomings bring
glory to Christ and strengthen His body?

3.

In Ephesians 4:25-32, how does the tongue
controlled by the Spirit keep believers in
check? How can a heart embittered toward
other believers manifest itself? How can
believers forgive other believers who don’t
deserve it?

4.

How can you go about making sure that your
spiritual gift is sacrificially in use for the growth
of the church and the glory of Christ? Be
specific. What is one thing you can begin this
week to start seeing this through? (a spiritual
gift inventory, called the S.H.A.P.E.
Assessment is on the church website under the
“Volunteer Central” tab.)

5.

How is the church the hope of glory for the
world? Can a church whose connection to
Christ is weak be a strong witness for Christ?
How should a church go about improving its
witness to the world?

Session Eleven

first [place] love p.13 of 14

In closing,
have someone
pray a prayer
of love and
surrender to
Jesus, using
discoveries
from the See
and Share
time.
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