LEARNER GUIDE

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus
...so that He Himself will come to have

first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

SESSION EIGHT: The Reign of Christ the King

@home
DAY 1

Introduction:
I. He Reigns With Authority: Jesus owns us; surrendering to Him glorifies His worth

DAY 2

II. His Reign Over You: He has authority over every dimension of us & our lives

DAY 3

III. His Reign Through You: He authorized & commissioned us as His ambassadors
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding the
glory and significance of the reign of Christ over us and through us, for our joy and His glory.

Introduction
There is some disagreement among historians,
and citizens alike, concerning who was the
best American President. Most agree that the
faces you see on the left are toward the top of
the list. A good President can make or break a
citizen’s sense of hope for their home country.
When a President steps into greatness,
patriotism swells. When a President falls into
shame, the country suffers shame.

Abraham Lincoln (Rep.), top
left. Franklin D. Roosevelt
(Dem.), middle right. Mount
Rushmore National Memorial,
Keystone, South Dakota.

Patriotism can be felt and displayed regardless
of who occupies the Oval Office. Veterans
serve their country despite the President’s
political party or the quality of his term in office.
Love for country supersedes loyalty to the
President. Likewise, God also invites every
person to become a patriot of God’s Kingdom.
In Matthew 6:33, Jesus said, “seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness . . .”
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?
Try to name the
Presidents on
Mount Rushmore
and their political
parties.
Who is your
favorite
President and
why?

God has appointed a
regent, Jesus Christ,
who has been elevated
above all to rule over
history. Believing in
God or calling on Him
is not enough to access
the authority that comes
through Christ. It is
your relationship with
Jesus Christ that
determines what
happens in history,
because He has been
placed above all rule
and authority and by
virtue of who He is,
demands first place.
Tony Evans

?
Does the magnitude
of Christ’s glory
ever make you shy
away from Him?
What could give you
the desire or
confidence to draw
close to Someone
so important?

However, what is different about God’s
Kingdom and our country is that God invites us
to fuel our patriotism by the highest love and
loyalty for King Jesus alone. It’s impossible to
overestimate the fierce love and loyalty with
which we are to serve the King. There is no
higher honor and no sacrifice too great. The
sacrifices military veterans made for our
country should be no less than the sacrifices
we are willing to make to put the King and His
Kingdom first. Every past President has failed
someone in some way. Not Jesus. He is
perfectly worthy of first-place love and Lordship
over us. There are no “skeletons in His closet.”
Knowing Him more deeply can only increase
our Kingdom patriotism and lives of service.
There is another important feature of the
Kingdom that we cannot experience as United
States citizens. Our King personally invites us
into the closest of possible relationships. He
invites us to completely open up our hearts to
Him, holding nothing back, giving Him the best
of our heart, soul, mind and strength. He
commands us to walk with Him in unbroken
communication and unlimited surrender to His
will. He promises unending joy in His everavailable presence. No human President could
be ever-present in even his own spouse’s life
and still carry on his duties to the country.
Jesus, however, died so that every one of His
citizens could be united to Him in this way at all
times. The Kingdom of God is all about the
King and our relationship to Him. It’s
impossible to serve His Kingdom faithfully
apart from rightly relating to the King Himself.

I. He Reigns With Authority

Ephesians 1:9-10 ESV
…making known to us the
mystery of his will,
according to his purpose,
which he set forth in
Christ as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite
all things in him, things in
heaven and things on
earth.

There is no other King or Lord in all the
universe with higher authority than that of the
LORD God, Jesus Christ. The reign of Christ as
the King of Kings involves His ongoing activity
in heaven as well as the exercise of His
authority on the earth. In heaven, He works as
our High Priest and Advocate, He prays for us,
prepares a place for us, and has an ongoing
love relationship with us. On earth, Jesus
Himself is actively at work bringing about the
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?
Are you willing
to make the
kinds of
sacrifices for
God’s eternal
Kingdom that
veterans have
made for the
United States?
Why or why not?
Would it be more
difficult to make
the ultimate
sacrifice, or to
serve Him daily?
Discuss.

If all our
churchgoing, choir
singing, check
writing, and brownie
baking don’t serve
their first and
highest purpose by
putting us more in
love with Jesus, then
well…all that stuff
isn’t worth anything.
Compared to the
infinite joy of
knowing Christ,
everything else is
rubbish. Dung.
Matt Chandler

Christ in
Eternity Past
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension
& Exaltation

The Reign of
Christ the King

The New Covenant
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head
of the Church

The 2nd Coming
of Jesus Christ

surrender of all creation to His Lordship, even
as His enemies are placed under His footstool.
He Owns Us
In some computer gaming and sports circles,
the slang phrase “you got owned” or “he owned
you” is a high-caliber insult. It describes the
permanent humiliation of an opponent that is
decisively dominated in competition. It’s
important to understand that Jesus makes
claims of ownership over us as well. This is not
out of a heart to humiliate us, but to cherish us,
and to permanently dominate and dethrone
any would-be competitor from the throne of our
hearts.
His ownership of us is one of the highestcaliber statements of His authority. Coupled
with the purity and magnitude of His love for
us, He is worthy to receive from us our highest
worship, most fervent love, and complete
surrender. Here are several ways the Bible
explains Jesus’ claims of ownership over us:
• He created us for Himself: Jesus owns us
by virtue of His creating us for Himself.
• He purchased us with His blood: He owns
those of us bought with the price of His
blood and transferred into His Kingdom.
• His resurrection gave us life: His
resurrection raised us up into new life, and
seated Christ in total authority over all.
• He chose us for permanent adoption:
Those He adopted permanently belong to
Him in this family relationship.
• He chose us for permanent union: Those
He is wed to belong to Him alone and are
bound to Him by exclusive, faithful love.
Surrender Gives Glory
John Piper explains that God is most glorified
in us when we are most satisfied in Him. He
loves to please us with Himself. Jesus came to
give us abundant life in Himself (John 10:10).
Christ cannot be our satisfaction if something
or someone else is in first place. When we
submit to His rightful claim as our Lord, we can
find our joy and satisfaction in Him. And He
receives glory for our response to His worth.

Christ as Judge
& Eternity Future
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1 Corinthians
6:19-20
Do you not know…
you are not your
own? For you have
been bought with a
price…

Colossians 2:12
…having been buried
with Him… you were
also raised up with
Him…

Colossians 1:13
For He rescued us
from the domain of
darkness, and
transferred us to the
kingdom of His
beloved Son. . .

?
Consider the facts
that Jesus owns
us and loves us.
Does His owning
us make His acts
of love toward us
more or less
amazing? Why?
Imagine if He
loved us, but
didn’t have any
ownership claims
over us. Would
that diminish His
ability to love
and lead us?
Why?

We must worship God
from our inmost
feelings, that out of the
abundance of the heart
the mouth may speak,
instead of honoring Him
with our lips, like the
people of old, while our
hearts are far from Him.
Augustine

II. His Reign Over You
Remember, Jesus is in heaven actively
reigning over history. All the sovereignty and
authority of Triune God has been bestowed
upon Jesus to reign. He reigns over us today
as Lord. He exercises sovereign and direct rule
as head of every believer, every household,
every church, and every government leader.
He is the Sovereign over history and is bringing
about the complete redemption of the earth,
one person and event at a time. He is at work
through His Spirit to expand His Kingdom
through the church and throughout the world.
Our recognizing Christ’s authority and worth
only brings glory to Him when it is embraced
with our minds, hearts, and lives. We cannot
just mentally agree to the facts of His authority.
He calls us to respond with a rejoicing heart
and a surrendered life to those facts. In Luke
6:46 Jesus asked, “Why do you call me ‘Lord,
Lord’ and do not do what I say?” He further
explains in Matthew 7:21-23 that any claim of
Lordship must be manifested by corresponding
surrender to His will. We show we truly believe
in the authority of Christ when we surrender to
it and act within it.
Peter reminds us to “sanctify [or set apart]
Christ as Lord in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15).
Jesus is to be recognized and set apart as the
one and only Lord. This must happen factually
in your mind, and at the core of your
convictions—in your heart. When this happens,
it spills out into your life. Paul describes what
happens when we worship Christ in this way:
“present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
service of worship” (Romans 12:1). When
Christ is set apart as Lord, our lives are set
apart to serve Him as an act of worship.
Seminary professor Johnny Derouen uses the
ironic phrase “wasting your life for Jesus.” This
is fitting, since Jesus taught that if our ambition
is to gain what the world offers, we will forfeit
our souls (Matthew 16:26). Believers play a
dangerous game when they call Jesus their
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Learning
Activity
Consider the
statement that will
one day be etched
on your tombstone.
It summarizes
one’s primary
obsession, life
ambition, and
contribution—while
leaving out the
unimportant things.
Write a statement
you think God
would want on
your tombstone:

Write a statement
that would best
describe you if
you died today:

Lord but pursue lesser things with their lives.
Our lives display the realities within. When
Christ is our first love and first place, we no
longer live for ourselves, but for Him (2
Corinthians 5:15). We trade in our lesser and
unsatisfying joys for the satisfying joy of truly
knowing Christ, and living to make a Kingdom
difference in others.

…people attend and
participate in church
under one kingdom,
then go out into the
world Monday-Saturday
and function under the
influence of another
kingdom…Satan is
ruling people’s lives
because they are
yielding the power to
him—not by way of any
rightful authority that
he has, but simply
because of a failure to
align their thoughts and
decisions under the
Lordship of Jesus
Christ. By abandoning
the union we were
created to have with
Christ, under His
headship, authority is
lost. By not giving Jesus
Christ the proper place
in our homes, church
and world—the first
place that He deserves
—we lose His covering.
All of life for a kingdom
follower ought to be
summed up in the
recognition of the
Lordship of Jesus
Christ.
Tony Evans

Jesus taught that fundamental to Him being
our first place love is seeking the Kingdom of
God first (Matthew 6:33). Seeking the Kingdom
means we are joining Christ’s work to reign in
others as King and Lord. Seeking the Kingdom
first means that our highest priority in life is to
see Jesus more fully reign in ourselves and
others. “First” means “not leftovers.” Our life as
we know it is intentionally “wasted” so that the
King and His eternal Kingdom will come first,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Paul uses the metaphor of an enlisted soldier
to expose a contemporary rival to Kingdom-first
living. “No soldier in active service entangles
himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he
may please the one who enlisted him as a
soldier” (2 Timothy 2:4). It is impossible to be
simultaneously entangled with this temporary
world and following His orders to seek His
eternal Kingdom first. When a soldier enlists in
the military, he or she trades in former
allegiances for a superior allegiance. One must
be wasted for the other.
Surrender to Christ’s authority means He will
define, drive, dominate, and dictate our
priorities, schedules, finances, and
relationships. He will have veto-power over
decisions and commitments we have made to
the world’s kingdom. His Word is the final
authority—so we need to know and obey it.
Jesus becomes our Commander-in-Chief.
Knowing His love for us and His plan for
ongoing intimacy with us does not soften the
nature of His authority over us. His authority
and His love give a two-fold motivation to
surrender to Him with love and loyalty.
Let’s borrow from the enlisted soldier metaphor
to examine areas in our lives the Bible says
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Another way we
stumble off course is
also related to focus
and settling. We
drift away from the
joy of Christ
because we’re
drawn toward other
—lesser—things.
Matt Chandler

?
How can the
“affairs of
everyday life”
suffocate a
believer’s
surrender to the
Lordship of
Christ and
prevent that
believer from
advancing the
Kingdom through
sacrificial living?

Jesus makes claim to. It’s important to
surrender each of these areas individually.
While He calls us to surrender “everything,”
being non-specific about what “everything”
means leaves us blind to specific areas where
repentance and growth in grace are in order.
Consider the following areas every professing
believer needs to train as a citizen-soldier of
Christ’s Kingdom:

It’s time to change the
way we think. No more
junior-varsity hedonism,
craving more of what we
don’t have. It’s time to
drink deeply, immersing
ourselves in the
gloriously satisfying gifts
of the Father…We’ve
been given the Holy
Spirit to awaken our dead
hearts. That’s a joy.
We’ve been justified and
delighted in as adopted
children of a Heavenly
Father. Joy. We are
coheirs with Jesus Christ.
Joy. We’ve been given
His Holy Word, revealing
the inviting riches of the
mystery found in the
gospel. Joy. We’ve been
given unlimited personal
access to the King of the
universe through prayer.
Joy. We’ve been set free
from the bondage of
slavery—from the pursuit
of a better self,
affirmation from others,
fleeting pleasures in the
world, and performancebased religion. Joy.
Abundant joy.
Matt Chandler

The Mind
There is no room for stubborn, opinionated
soldiers in His Kingdom. Allegiance to your
own way of thinking is how Paul described
people trapped in the kingdom of darkness:
“hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds”
(Colossians 1:21). But, those redeemed by
King Jesus humbly submit to His authority and
learn perfect wisdom from “Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians
1:24). Believers must develop the practice of
“taking every thought captive to the obedience
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). The promise of
the “renewing of your mind” is true
transformation, deliverance from worldly
conformity, and the experience of living in His
will (Romans 12:2). Have you challenged
everything you think to ensure its conformity
with the Lordship of Jesus?
The Heart and Emotions
Just as Christ the Lord makes claims over the
mind, He likewise makes claims over the heart.
J. I. Packer, John Piper, Tim Keller and many
other theologians and pastors underscore the
Bible’s emphasis on the heart. It is the
headquarters of a person’s will and affections.
Piper maintains that God hard-wired humans
to relentlessly pursue happiness. We can be
wrong about how we go about it, but we can
only do what we truly believe leads to our
greatest happiness. The church is full of
worldly Christians because deep down they
believe their greatest happiness is in the
world’s affluence, children and family, or the
buffet of pleasures and entertainment at their
disposal.
Our highest possible happiness, however, is
when we whole-heartedly surrender to the love
Session 8
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John 7:37-39
…Jesus stood and
cried out, saying, “If
anyone is thirsty, let
him come to Me and
drink. He who
believes in Me, as the
Scripture said, ‘From
his innermost being
will flow rivers of
living water.’” But this
He spoke of the
Spirit, whom those
who believed in Him
were to receive; for
the Spirit was not yet
given, because Jesus
was not yet glorified.

Luke 11:9-13
“So I say to you, keep
asking, and it will be
given to you. Keep
searching, and you
will find. Keep
knocking, and the
door will be opened
to you. For everyone
who asks receives,
and the one who
searches finds, and
to the one who
knocks, the door will
be opened. What
father among you, if
his son asks for a
fish, will give him a
snake instead of a
fish? Or if he asks for
an egg, will give him
a scorpion? If you
then, who are evil,
know how to give
good gifts to your
children, how much
more will the
heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to
those who ask Him?”

James 3:2-10
For we all stumble in
many ways. If anyone
does not stumble in what
he says, he is a perfect
man, able to bridle the
whole body as well. Now
if we put the bits into the
horses’ mouths so that
they will obey us, we
direct their entire body as
well. Look at the ships
also, though they are so
great and are driven by
strong winds, are still
directed by a very small
rudder wherever the
inclination of the pilot
desires. So also the
tongue is a small part of
the body, and yet it boasts
of great things. See how
great a forest is set
aflame by such a small
fire! And the tongue is a
fire, the very world of
iniquity; the tongue is set
among our members as
that which defiles the
entire body, and sets on
fire the course of our life,
and is set on fire by hell.
For every species of
beasts and birds, of
reptiles and creatures of
the sea, is tamed and has
been tamed by the human
race. But no one can
tame the tongue; it is a
restless evil and full of
deadly poison. With it we
bless our Lord and
Father, and with it we
curse men, who have
been made in the likeness
of God; from the same
mouth come both
blessing and cursing. My
brethren, these things
ought not to be this way.

and Lordship of Christ. What Packer calls
Christian humanism, Piper calls Christian
hedonism. The basic idea is the same: we are
happiest, and God is most glorified, when we
discover our highest happiness and deepest
satisfaction in our relationship with Christ.
Happiness is not the goal, but the fruit of
putting Him first. We are a thirsty people, and
only the Living Water can satisfy our thirst in
endless supply. True holiness—being set apart
for the Lord—results in both holiness and
happiness. It is biblical error to equate holiness
and righteousness with the absence of
happiness.
We are commanded to rejoice in the Lord, to
be thankful, to praise Him, to earnestly seek
Him, to sing to Him, to make melody to Him,
to delight in Him, to pray to Him and to love
Him whole-heartedly above all others. We are
told to rivet our eyes on Jesus, because
whatever we longingly gaze upon most stirs
our affections. Remember, Jesus created us
“for Himself,” for a lifetime of increasing
oneness and intimacy. He reconciled us to
God that we might delight in Him in a way that
supersedes even intimacy with one’s spouse.
Are you pursuing Christ for intimacy and love
that surpasses marital expressions of love?
The Body
Jesus’ Lordship lovingly rescues us in every
dimension of our lives, even our bodies. “Or
do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have
from God, and that you are not your own? For
you have been bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians
6:19-20). This specifically references the use of
our bodies sexually. But the Bible is not silent
on other issues, such as intoxication, gluttony,
sleep, laziness, idleness, hard work, and
exercise.
Matters related to the body are matters of
grace. Grace rescues us from the rule of
ruthless, disappointing idols and sets us free
to love the Lord and His rule over us. Grace
indwells our body with the Holy Spirit in the
same way the Old Testament tabernacle was a
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?
According to
Ephesians 5,
marriage oneness
is a picture of the
depth of love
exchanged
between Christ
and His church.
What are
practical ways a
believer can
return love to
Christ with
intimacy and
passion?

Romans 6:12-14
Therefore do not let
sin reign in your
mortal body so that
you obey its lusts, and
do not go on
presenting the
members of your body
to sin as instruments
of unrighteousness;
but present
yourselves to God as
those alive from the
dead, and your
members as
instruments of
righteousness to God.
For sin shall not be
master over you, for
you are not under law
but under grace.

Learning Activity
Divide your class into 3
groups. Assign each
group one of the
following passages:
Galatians 5:19-26,
1 Corinthians 13:4-7,
and Ephesians 4:20-32.
Ask each group to
identify positive and
negative characteristics
related to the tongue.
Have each group report
to the larger class their
discoveries.
Discuss how the
Lordship of Christ
enables a believer to
use his or her tongue
as an instrument to
honor the King and
advance His Kingdom.

?
How can “first
place” and “first
love” for Jesus help
us fulfill all of our
roles?
To which time
danger(s) are you
most susceptible?
What sacrifices or
changes do you
need to lead your
family to make to
make time for nonnegotiable Kingdom
pursuits?

home for God’s presence. In us, He produces
the fruit of self-control. When our bodies are
surrendered to the Lord, they are blessed with
pleasures to enjoy and are fit for the
demanding service required of those who put
His Kingdom first.
One body part gets unusual attention in the
Bible—the tongue. What we say has the
negative potential to tear others down with
slander or favoritism, unravel unity in the
church, and devastate marriages or misguide
children. Positively, the tongue has the
potential to build up individuals with
encouragement, proclaim the glory of Christ
inside and outside of the church, cherish
spouses and nurture children. Ephesians 4,
Galatians 5 and 1 Corinthians 13 list Spiritborn characteristics, many of which refer to a
person’s words being surrendered to the
Lordship of Christ and the control of His Spirit.
Is your body fit and honoring Him in service to
His Kingdom?
Life Roles
The authority of Christ goes beyond the
personal mind, heart and body, extending into
our inter-personal, relational lives. The Bible
has much to say about the roles we are to fulfill
socially—as spouse, parent, child, sibling,
working church member, neighbor,
marketplace witness, and active ambassador
of Christ. Too often believers just live their
lives, trying not to do bad sins along the way.
Christ commissions us for something else. He
doesn’t just want us to “do our thing” in a moral
way, He wants us to do His thing. He wants us
to trade in living for the world’s kingdom, so
that we will live for His. Moral living will follow.
Every believer has Kingdom responsibilities in
the home, work, church, community, and world.
Rather than ranking them in order of priority
(something the Bible never instructs us to do),
we must slow down enough to examine what
God expects of us in each of our roles. Then, in
dependence on His wisdom, resurrection
power, and personal presence, we can step
into God’s perfect will for each area. When He
has final say on how we operate in our life
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Ephesians 5:15-17
Pay careful attention,
then, to how you walk
—not as unwise
people but as wise—
making the most of
the time, because the
days are evil. So don’t
be foolish, but
understand what the
Lord’s will is.

Colossians 4:5-6
Act wisely toward
outsiders, making the
most of the time. Your
speech should always
be gracious,
seasoned with salt, so
that you may know
how you should
answer each person.

roles, we are living under His Lordship. Are you
becoming faithful in every life role God has
given you?

2 Corinthians 11:2-3
For I am jealous over you
with a godly jealousy,
because I have promised
you in marriage to one
husband — to present a
pure virgin to Christ. But I
fear that, as the serpent
deceived Eve by his
cunning, your minds may
be seduced from a
complete and pure
devotion to Christ.

?
In the above verse,
what do we have in
common with Eve
regarding our
devotion to Christ?

Time
The King commands those in His Kingdom to
live carefully—mindful of rapidly passing time
and approaching eternity. There are several
danger-zones believers fall into regarding
stewarding their time: 1) frittering time away
with things that don’t matter, 2) over-busyness
that crowds out the Lord’s reign in home,
church, community and world, 3) separating
the “secular” and sacred so the Lord has no
say or involvement in non-spiritual areas of life,
4) limiting involvement in building the church
and expanding its influence, and 5) lack of
intentionality in personally sharing the gospel
in spheres of influence and among the nations.
Let’s face it, the demands of this temporary life
will squeeze out the time it takes for any
meaningful engagement with the Lord, His
church and the lost. Unless we allow Jesus to
assume complete Lordship, make Him the
source of our happiness, and trust Him
enough to begin re-ordering our worlds,
nothing will change. We will continue giving
scraps of time and energy, or nothing at all, to
His only plan for bringing all things under His
Lordship—the church impacting the world.
The Lord Jesus has earned access and vetopower to each of the time-management issues
we face. The world sets itself against His
Lordship. Rather than joyfully submitting to
Him, believers fear losing what the world can
offer them or their children. But Christ is
glorified in us when we forsake the world and
receive “everything we need for life and
godliness through the knowledge of Him” (2
Peter 1:3). Do you love and trust Christ enough
to submit your and your family’s schedule
entirely to Christ?

III. His Reign Through You
Tony Evans defines the Kingdom of God as the
comprehensive reign of Christ over every area
of your life. With Christ as King, He has rightful
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?
How much time
does it take for
meaningful
engagement with
the Lord? With
His Church? With
the lost?
How do you
know? How would
you go about
answering these 3
questions?
Is that time
available in your
current schedule?
If not, how will
you make time for
the eternal
matters that mean
most to Him and
for eternity?

?
How are you
participating in the
global advance of
Christ’s reign?
How can you
directly? How can
you indirectly?
While you may not
have clarity today on
exactly how God
wants you to directly
fulfill the Great
Commission among
the nations, you can
begin participating
indirectly now, and
can be fully
surrendered today to
follow His orders for
direct involvement
when given.

claim, authority and power over you and the life
roles in which you function. He also has
authority to enlist You into His Kingdom
service. One of the most recognizable
passages of Scripture is known as the Great
Commission.
Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came near and
said to them, “All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything
I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

Notice that Jesus’ commission of His disciples
begins by establishing His post-resurrection
authority. Based on His authority, He
commands disciples to go and make disciplemakers among all ethnic people groups.
One day, a sea of people from every tongue,
tribe and nation will encircle the throne of the
Lamb of God in eternal praise (Revelation 7:9).
That heavenly reality will not come about until
the “gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in the whole world as a testimony to all the
nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew
24:14). Between now and then, everyone who
has become a new creature in Christ has been
given the ministry of reconciliation and
functions as Christ’s ambassadors to the world.
We represent Him with the message of the
gospel (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). This role as
ambassador is to be of first importance,
because it matters for eternity.
While these things are true of all believers,
there are unique expressions of this common
commission. Every person has spheres of
influence into which God has placed them.
The Bible tells us that God has sovereignly
placed each of us in the time and place where
He intends for us to live out our ambassador
calling. “…He Himself gives to all people life
and breath and all things; and He made from
one man every nation of mankind to live on all
the face of the earth, having determined their
appointed times and the boundaries of their
habitation" (Acts 17:25-27).
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2 Corinthians
5:17-21
Therefore if anyone is
in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old
things passed away;
behold, new things
have come. Now all
these things are from
God, who reconciled
us to Himself through
Christ and gave us
the ministry of
reconciliation, namely,
that God was in Christ
reconciling the world
to Himself, not
counting their
trespasses against
them, and He has
committed to us the
word of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are
ambassadors for
Christ, as though God
were making an
appeal through us; we
beg you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled
to God. He made Him
who knew no sin to be
sin on our behalf, so
that we might become
the righteousness of
God in Him.

Likewise, Scripture tells us that God has
sovereignly created us with Kingdom
assignments already in mind. “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand so that
we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Are
your eyes open, your heart praying, and your
hands reaching out to those around you who
need hope from the ambassador of Christ in
their midst?

Conclusion
When Jesus saved us, we were transferred
into His Kingdom and given a critical role in it.
We don’t just follow His orders, but we have a
privileged relationship with Him unlike any
relationship between a citizen and a Head of
State. We were created to belong to Him in a
very unique and special relationship where He
is holy God, reigning King, and intimate friend.
He gives us boundaries to live within because
He loves us and has a purpose for our lives
that can only be fulfilled when we surrender to
His loving Lordship. Like Adam and Eve, we
have moment-by-moment choices to make.
Will we trust in His Word, or in alternative
sources of information around or inside of us?
God wants to set us free from the tyranny of
lesser things, that we might soar for Him.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

See and Share
Time:
At the close of each
Sunday School
session, we
encourage a time of
sharing. We call this
See and Share time
—a time to share
with others
something new or
exciting that you see
about Jesus as a
result of this week’s
study.

God wants us to respond to Jesus
with whole-person love and
surrender. Use the following
questions to consider how you
will respond to Him with your
head (what you think), heart (what
you treasure), and hands (what you do).
1.

What statements or Scriptures in today’s
session change or strengthen your love for
Jesus and His Lordship over you?

2.

How does being owned make you feel? What
within believers resists His ownership and
authority? Why?
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3.

Review the bold headings in section 2. What
are the few areas of your life that the Spirit is
asking you to reconsider in light of Christ’s
Lordship? Ask Him, and others, for wisdom and
help in bringing those under His Lordship.

4.

Tell your family to only put on your tombstone
what is true of you starting today. In light of the
supremacy of Christ, what is the big-picture life
summary you now want on your tombstone?

5.

How does the 4xfour Challenge address the
issue of your role as ambassador in the place
God placed you? Would you take the 4xfour
Challenge, or renew it, with fresh eyes for
Jesus as your first love and Lord?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of love
and surrender to Jesus, using discoveries from
the See and Share time.
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