
Introduction

“Gentlemen, this is a football.”  These are 
among the greatest and most memorable 
words spoken by any coach in NFL history. 
Imagine being one of the professional players 
to whom Vince Lombardi said that. Was it 
humiliating? Maybe. Inspiring? Probably. 
Sobering? For sure. Lombardi was brilliantly 
illustrating that the foundation for winning at 
football is a return to the absolute essentials.

From now until September 13, our church will 
be getting a locker room talk of sorts. We will 
hear straight from God’s Word that nothing is 
more important than responding rightly to 
Jesus. “Christians, this is Christ.” 
You may be wondering: is this really 
necessary? I imagine many in that Packers 
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?  

How would you 
feel if you were a 
professional 
football player 
and your coach 
said, “this is a 
football?”

Vince Lombardi won 5 
World Championships (2 

Super Bowls), including a 
“3-peat,” as head coach 

of the Green Bay Packers

Session Goal: to better understand and value seeing more of who Jesus really is, and to understand how 
we will pursue Christ together over the summer.

SESSION ONE:  The Quest for a Christ-awakening (Orientation Week)

Introduction: Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”
I. The Imposter: Understanding the greatest rival to the real Jesus 

II. Seeing the Majesty of King Jesus: The response to seeing Jesus (Isaiah 6:1-8)

III. Pursuing Christ Together: Guidelines for the Quest
• The Quest’s map destinations and map key (Hebrews 1:1-2; Colossians 1:15-20a)
• The Quest’s team and equipment

Conclusion:  Final thought and “See and Share” time

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 



locker room felt the same way. The answer is 
an emphatic “Yes!” Though it could feel 
insulting, even Christians need to be 
challenged with their beliefs about Christ, and 
how they act upon those beliefs. Jesus Himself 
asked His disciples (who left everything to 
follow Him), “Who do you say that I am?” (Mark 
8:29). For them and for us, the answer to that 
question has far greater importance than 
winning a football game.

How important? Jesus warned professing 
believers against smug, un-challenged 
confidence about their relationship with Him. 
He gave a sobering warning to those who 
would claim that He is their Lord. In Matthew 
7:21-23, Jesus said, “Not everyone who says 
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” One day, Jesus will recognize some 
who claim His Lordship as authentic, but many 
will be rejected. Sadly, the rejected ones are 
self-deceived; they are convinced that they are 
doing God’s will and that Jesus is their Lord. 

From this passage we learn that professing 
believers in Jesus are vulnerable to self-
deception. Believers are also vulnerable to 
cultural deceptions about Christ. It is of utmost 
importance that we understand who Jesus 
really is and what He expects of us. We all 
want to be counted among those who 
responded genuinely to His Lordship. 

I.  The Imposter

In 1956, a new game show was introduced to 
American television. The show featured two 
groups of people. One was a group of four 
popular celebrities. The second group 
consisted of three individuals, all claiming the 
same name. Two were imposters, but one 
contestant actually belonged to that name. 
Their goal was to convince the celebrities that 
they matched the identity of the name. The 
celebrities interviewed the three contestants 
trying to determine which one was the real 
deal. After the questioning was complete, the 
host, Bud Collyer, would ask, “Will the real 
_____ please stand up?”  The real _____ 
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Matthew 7:21-23 

“Not everyone who says to 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 

the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of 

My Father who is in 
heaven will enter. Many 

will say to Me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in Your name, 
and in Your name cast out 

demons, and in Your name 
perform many miracles?’ 
And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; 

depart from Me . . .’

?  

Is Matthew 
7:21-23 
unsettling to 
you? Why or 
why not? How 
confident are 
you that you will 
escape this 
terrible verdict? 

Will your 
children? Other 
family? Your 
“neighbors”?

Active 
Learning:

Pause your 
discussion to take 
your spiritual 
pulse. 

On a 1 to 10 scale, 
rate your 
willingness to 
discover a higher, 
more biblical 
understanding of 
Jesus. (1 means 
you will go along 
with it, but you’re not 
really interested; 10 
means you’re eager 
and ready)

1 - - - - 5 - - - - 10

He who has Christ has 
everything.

He who has everything 
but does not have 

Christ, has nothing. 

And, He who has Christ 
plus everything,  

has no more than he 
who has Christ alone.

 Attributed to St. 
Augustine

One of the most 
sobering passages of 

Scripture tells of a day 
when many who 

consider themselves to 
be followers of Jesus 

will be stunned to find 
out that he doesn’t even 

recognize them.

Kyle Idleman



would then stand, often to the surprise and 
delight of celebrities and audience alike. The 
show was so popular, it found a place in 
television for six decades. It was aptly named 
To Tell the Truth.

So, will the real Jesus please stand up?
Today’s main imposter of Christianity was 
identified and studied in 2005 by a team of 
researchers led by Christian Smith. They 
named this “mis-begotten stepchild” of the 
Christian faith Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
(MTD) because it aptly described these traits:  

“1) A God exists who created and orders the 
world and watches over human life 
2) God wants people to be good, nice, and fair 
to each other, as taught in the Bible and by 
most world religions 
3) The central goal of life is to be happy and to 
feel good about oneself 
4) God does not need to be particularly involved 
in one’s life except when God is needed to 
resolve a problem and 
5) Good people go to heaven when they die.”1

It seems so obvious that the god of MTD is not 
the Jesus of the Bible. Anyone with any type of 
Christian background can see that. However, it 
seems many Christians have been influenced 
by these distortions about God without even 
being aware of it. Richard Ross explains that 
“Church teenagers don’t have a case of Moral 
Therapeutic Deism because the pizza got cold. 
They live with MTD because church adults 
have a case of MTD.”2  

The majesty and grace of Jesus deserve a 
lifetime response—no less than whole-person 
love and joyful surrender to His Lordship. 
However, adults have failed to experience and 
share the glories of what God has revealed so 
vividly about His Son in the Bible. In the void, 
an unbiblical view of Jesus has been allowed 
to thrive, unchecked, in churches and homes. 
To the next generation, there is virtually no 
difference between Christ (as they have come 
to understand Him) and the god of MTD.

How does MTD influence Christians? Here are 
a few of the more common ways:
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Bud Collyer, host 
of To Tell the 
Truth, 1956

Moralistic 
Therapeutic 

Deism (MTD)

Moralistic - God is 
primarily concerned 
with our doing right 
and avoiding wrong

Therapeutic - God 
exists to ensure our 

well-being and 
happiness

Deism - God made 
the world but is not 

very involved in it

?  

If teenagers with 
MTD listen outside 
of your class door 
when you pray out 
loud most Sunday 

mornings, would 
anything they hear 

decisively 
challenge their MTD 

beliefs?

What would they 
conclude by 

overhearing your 
personal daily 

prayers at home or 
in the car?

1 Soul 
Searching: The 
Religious and 
Spiritual Lives of 
American 
Teenagers 
(2005), 162.

2 The Senior 
Pastor and the 
Reformation of 
Youth Ministry, 
Richard Ross 
(2015), ix.



• Faded love. Believers infected with MTD 
rarely have a total-person—heart, soul, and 
mind—love for God. Jesus is not their 
current obsession. He’s more like an “old 
flame” from the past or an occasional hobby. 
Any closeness once experienced with the 
Savior has faded. Day to day love has 
become distant. Jesus is almost entirely in 
the background of life. In Revelation 2:4, 
Jesus diagnoses these believers by saying, 
“you have left your first love.” Then He calls 
them to repent. Is faded love descriptive of 
your walk with Christ?

• Tiny Jesus compartments. Believers ailing 
from MTD break their lives into 
compartments. Jesus may get most Sunday 
mornings (if there is nothing more 
compelling to do) and maybe even 
Wednesday nights, but the other days of the 
week are theirs. Time, priorities, finances, 
relationships, pleasures, and self-esteem are 
each like pies—they give Jesus a little slice 
of each, but the rest of the pie has little to do 
with loving Him or His Lordship.3  Does your 
life have tiny Jesus compartments?

• Dysfunctional relationships. Believers 
influenced by MTD are marked by broken 
relationships at home and in the church. 
Relationships are maintained by their own 
values, emotions, priorities and people-
strategies that haven’t been challenged by, 
and surrendered to, the Lordship of Christ. 
Following the world’s lead, home and church 
are given the table-scraps of time and Spirit-
empowered love. They are comfortable with 
their convictions and current way of doing 
things, without questioning whether God is. 
Does this resemble how you relate?

• Stationary believers. Believers under the 
influence of MTD give lip service to the 
Great Commission but are unwilling for it to 
impact them sacrificially in terms of their 
time, social discomfort, or finances. The 
Great Commission is Jesus’ way of sending 
out believers to love the world as He did. 
Few are willing to be transformed and sent 
by the Master. Are you stationary or mobile?
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Repent

Repent means “to 
turn”—to turn away 

from sin’s rule of 
your life and to turn 
toward God in total 

surrender

Active Learning:

Your teacher will 
encourage you to 

divide up into 
smaller 

brainstorming 
groups and provide 

paper and pens.

In your group, list 
the top 10 ways 
you have seen 

MTD’s “Tiny Jesus 
Compartments” 
affect people in 
your age group. 

Then come back 
together as a class 

and share all the 
top 10s. Discuss 

your thoughts on 
whether you think 

seeing the real 
Jesus is the 

antidote.

3 Tony Evans 
further explains 
having a little of 
Jesus mixed in 
with a lot of the 
world. You can 
view the 
Kingdom Agenda 
through our 
RightNow Media 
resource.

Show me your 
Christology  
and I’ll tell you who 
you are.

Karl Barth 

?  

How does “being 
madly in love with 
Christ” differ from 
earthly romance?

How does God 
intend for it to be 

similar?

What should 
define a Christian 
is their romantic, 
intimate, and 
enthusiastic 
pursuit of a 
Person—the Lord 
Jesus. This one 
central romance
—being madly in 
love with Christ—
will give 
motivation and 
direction to every 
other good thing 
that defines your 
life as a Christian.

Paul Tripp



There are so many more practical ways that 
professing believers are affected by the 
deceptions of MTD. Usually they’re not even 
aware of the extent to which it affects every 
area of their lives. A transfusion with Christ 
Himself is the antidote. 

Here’s the principle to remember: how 
believers see Jesus affects their response 
to Him. It affects others, too. How we see 
Jesus affects homes and churches now, and 
even alters the nature of faith in following 
generations.

II.  Seeing the Majesty of King Jesus

In Isaiah, chapter 6, Isaiah saw the Lord in a 
heavenly vision. His response was fear, 
complete brokenness over his sin, readiness 
for cleansing, and a posture of obedience. After 
Isaiah’s cleansing from guilt, he declared, 
“Here am I. Send me!” Notice Isaiah’s 
exclamation mark, “Send me!” Seeing God for 
who He is, and receiving His cleansing grace, 
creates enthusiasm for being sent by Him to 
reach others. As amazing as Isaiah’s vision 
was, it is eclipsed by the radiant glory of God 
that we see in Christ Himself (Hebrews 1:1-3). 
The glory of God shines brightest in Christ—
when we see Jesus and experience His grace, 
unwillingness to reach out turns to eagerness.

The foundation for early church growth is the 
disciples seeing the risen and ascended Christ. 
Paul saw the radiance of the enthroned Christ 
and it instantly and radically changed the 
direction of his life and ministry. Paul’s ambition 
was experiencing “the surpassing glory of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for who I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
but rubbish that I may gain Christ, and may be 
found in Him . . .” (Philippians 3:8, 9). Those 
who see Jesus for more of who He is cannot 
help but become obsessed with knowing Him 
and sharing His glory with others at any cost.  
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?  

When were you 
most obsessed 
with Jesus? 
Why?

Do you think 
that if you were 
obsessed with 
knowing and 
loving Christ, it 
would change 
you like Isaiah? 
Why or why not?

Isaiah 6:1-8 

 . . . I saw the Lord sitting 
on a throne, lofty and 

exalted, with the train of His 
robe filling the temple. 
Seraphim stood above 

Him . . .  And one called out 
to another and said,“Holy, 

Holy, Holy, is the Lord of 
hosts, The whole earth is 

full of His glory.”
And the foundations of the 
thresholds trembled at the 

voice of him who called out, 
while the temple was filling 

with smoke. Then I 
said,“Woe is me, for I am 

ruined! Because I am a 
man of unclean lips,

And I live among a people 
of unclean lips; For my 

eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts.” Then 

one of the seraphim flew to 
me with a burning coal in 

his hand, which he had 
taken from the altar with 

tongs. He touched my 
mouth with it and said, 

“Behold, this has touched 
your lips; and your iniquity 
is taken away and your sin 

is forgiven.” Then I heard 
the voice of the Lord, 

saying, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for Us?” 
Then I said, “Here am I. 

Send me!” 

There is no 
standing still in 
the Christian life. 
Either we are 
advancing 
toward salvation, 
or we are drifting 
away to 
destruction. 
Drifting is mortal 
danger (Hebrews 
2:1). If we do not 
point our people 
to the 
inexhaustible 
riches of Christ 
so as to stir them 
up to go forward 
into more of God, 
then we 
encourage 
drifting 
downstream 
where they will 
make shipwreck 
of their faith. (1 
Timothy 1:19) 

John Piper

Paul encounters the 
risen Christ on the 

Damascus road, and 
then becomes the 

greatest missionary to 
ever live (Acts 9). You 

don’t get hit by a 
freight train and stay 

the same.

Matt Papa



III. Pursuing Christ Together

Before jumping into this pursuit for a 
compelling, biblical view of Jesus, we must first 
recognize that on this side of glory we see 
Jesus as if through a distorted glass or mirror. 
(1 Corinthians 13:12). Paul further explains that 
the riches we have in Christ are unfathomable 
(Ephesians 3:8). There’s no way we can fully 
understand the treasure we have in Christ, but 
over 15 weeks, we can come to know and 
experience Him far better. Together, we will fix 
our attention on Christ, ready to respond to 
Him in first love and first place Lordship.

Jesus reminds us in John 5:39 that God gave 
us the Bible because it points to Jesus, “You 
search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; it is these that 
testify about Me.” In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul 
describes the unveiling of the glory of Christ 
that eclipses even the physical glory that made 
Moses’ face glow. A whole book in the Bible is 
dedicated to the unveiling, or revealing, of the 
person of Jesus Christ—the Book of 
Revelation. For 15 weeks, we will be squinting 
through darkened glass to see more of the 
radiant glory of God in the face of Christ than 
we’ve ever seen before. And we have this 
promise: God Himself will shine His light in our 
hearts so we can see Him, through Christ, 
more clearly. “For God, who said, ‘Light shall 
shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has 
shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

Guidelines for the Quest
We are on a quest for a Christ-awakening—to 
return to Christ as our “first love” and to 
awaken to the first-place Lordship of King 
Jesus (Revelation 2:4, Colossians 1:18). These 
responses of love and Lordship only happen 
when we see Him. That’s the nature of this 
quest—to see Jesus for who the Bible reveals 
Him to be.

Every quest needs a workable plan if the quest 
is to be successful. The map, the team and the 
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Biblical theology is 
the study of how 

every text in the Bible 
relates to every other 
text in the Bible. It is 
the . . . study of how 

every text in the Bible 
relates to Jesus and 
his gospel. Thus we 
start with Christ so 

that we may end with 
Christ. Biblical 

theology is 
Christological, for its 

subject matter is the 
Scriptures as God's 

testimony to Christ. It 
is therefore, from 

start to finish, a study 
of Christ.

Graeme Goldsworthy

Christ-
awakening

When God’s 
Spirit uses 
God’s Word to 
reintroduce 
God’s people to 
God’s Son for 
All He is

David Bryant

Hebrews 12:2 

Fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the 
author and 
perfecter of our 
faith, who for the 
joy set before Him 
endured the 
cross, despising 
the shame, and 
has sat down at 
the right hand of 
the throne of 
God . . .



equipment must match the nature of the 
journey. Let’s begin by becoming familiar with 
these resources we will use for this quest.  

The Map:
The map is going to help us look at Jesus from 
the perspective of time. We are going to look at 
Jesus from eternity past all the way through 
eternity future. Each Sunday, beginning June 7, 
we will focus on the next mark along Christ’s 
timeline (see timeline on the left). Notice there 
are six “past tense” sessions focusing on Jesus 
in history past. The central session is on the 
ascension, when Jesus stepped into His 
current and future role as reigning King. The 
remaining six sessions focus on the “now and 
future” role Jesus plays and will play as the 
King of Kings and Lord and Lords. 

Every map has a key, also known as a legend. 
It is the set of instructions providing 
perspective to read the map with accuracy. 
There are several important points of 
perspective we need to understand on the front 
end. Failing to follow these map instructions 
could create distractions or distortions to the 
quest to know and love God, in Christ, for who 
He really is. 

• Key 1: The Principle of Unity in the 
Trinity. There is no conflict or competition 
within Triune God—only unity. As we see 
more of Jesus, He does not detract from the 
Father and the Spirit. Rather, He expands 
our understanding of Triune God. If your 
journey takes you to the place of conflict or 
competition in the Trinity, you are reading 
your map wrong. When you come to 
treasure and love Jesus as much as Triune 
God wants you to, you have gotten it right, to 
the glory of God.

• Key 2: The Principle of the Unity of the 
Scriptures. Just as members of the Trinity 
do not compete or detract from one another, 
there is also unity within the Scriptures. 
Every passage should only be understood in 
unity, not conflict, with other passages. 
Because Triune God does not compete with 
Himself, neither do the Scriptures He 
flawlessly inspires compete with each other. 
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Christ in Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ’s Birth & 
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

Nothing is more 
important for 
mature Christian 
discipleship than a 
fresh, clear, true 
vision of the 
authentic 
Jesus . . . the  
poorer our vision 
of Christ, the 
poorer our 
discipleship will 
be, whereas the 
richer our vision 
of Christ, the 
richer our 
discipleship will 
be . . .  if we want 
to develop a true 
Christian 
maturity, we need 
above all a fresh 
and true vision of 
Jesus Christ—not 
least is his 
absolute 
supremacy.

John R.W. Stott

2 John 9   

Anyone who runs 
ahead and does not 
continue in the 
teaching of the 
Christ does not have 
God. But whoever 
continues in the 
teaching of the 
Christ has both the 
Father and the Son.



• Key 3: The Pattern of the Self-revealing 
God. God is a self-revealing God who has 
chosen to reveal Himself with increasing 
clarity over time. Paul speaks of the mystery 
of God being revealed in Christ. The clearest 
revelation of God is through Jesus Christ, 
when God became a man and directly 
revealed Himself in fullness. We interpret all 
of Scripture, even Old Testament Scripture, 
through Jesus Christ. Further, God has 
revealed that His purpose for us is for Christ 
the King to be first place in everything. The 
following scriptures make this clear and are 
the backbone truths of our quest:

Hebrews 1:1-3 “God, after He spoke long ago to 
the fathers in the prophets in many portions and 
in many ways, in these last days has spoken to 
us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the world. 
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact 
representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power. When He had 
made purification of sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high . . .”

Colossians 1:15-20a “He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by 
Him all things were created, both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things have been created through Him and for 
Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things 
hold together. He is also head of the body, the 
church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that He Himself will come to 
have first place in everything. For it was the 
Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to 
dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all 
things to Himself. . .”

• Key 4: The Nature of the Quest is Person-
centered. The quest for a Christ-awakening 
is not merely a quest for more facts or 
information. Knowing Christ is more intimate 
than knowing a spouse. When a man and 
woman place golden bands on each other’s 
fingers during their wedding ceremony, it is 

a symbol of a lifetime relationship toward 
oneness. The Bible speaks of believers 
as the Bride of Christ—a vivid picture of 
the relationship God has always wanted 

with the people He created for Himself. 
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?  

Pay close 
attention to the 
words “so that” in 
Colossians 1:18. 
“So that” 
indicates 
purpose in the 
words that follow. 

What is God’s 
purpose for 
Christ? How 
does God feel 
about that (v.
19)? What does 
this say about 
how God feels 
about the 
complete 
Lordship of 
Christ in our 
lives?

How does 
knowing that 
affect you?

The Old Testament 
message is: 

1) In time past 

2) multifaceted 
revelation 

3) expressed through 
the prophets 

4) given to the fathers

The New Testament 
message is: 

1) Now, in the last days

2) focused revelation 

3) expressed in Christ 
the Son 

4) given to us

Sinclair Ferguson



He saved sinners so they would “no longer 
live for themselves but for Him who died and 
rose again on their behalf” (2 Corinthians 
5:15). The gospel is more than just the 
information it takes to get saved, it is the 
good news that He wants to grow in oneness 
with us throughout life and eternity. 

During this journey, interact with Christ in  
open-hearted, transparent prayer. He wants 
to be your first love, and He wants first place 
in you. God’s love for you is infinite and 
intimate. That is why we have themed these 
lessons “first [place] love.” We are on a 
journey together of returning to our first love 
(Revelation 2:4), Jesus Christ, “so that He 
Himself might come to have first place in 
everything” (Colossians 1:18). The love and 
Lordship of Christ are inseparable.

The Team & Equipment:
Now that we have examined the map’s 
destinations and legend, let’s look at the team 
and equipment that have been assembled for 
this journey. 

Throughout the scriptures, there have been 
two environments, similar to two teams, in 
which faith has been developed: the home and 
the community of faith. In Acts 2, the early 
church devoted themselves to meeting in 
homes and at church as community. During 
this quest, the church and home will each be 
used in two ways. 

CHURCH TEAM
1. Sunday School Bible Study Groups. 

Youth and adult groups will meet weekly to 
discover together another aspect of Christ 
and His timeline. Everyone will be 
encouraged to See and Share every week. 
When you See something new or exciting 
about Jesus, share it with someone at 
church. You need to hear what they have to 
say, and they need to hear you. For 
maximum impact, consecrate yourself to 
be here for 10 of the 13 summer Sundays, 
ready to explore Christ together.
The equipment: your Bible and your first 
[place] love LEARNER GUIDE. 
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?  

Does the 
proposal 
above mirror 
how many 
believers 
approach 
their 
relationship 
with Christ?

Defend your 
answers.

. . . the same connection 
used to describe a man 

and a wife is used to 
describe how God knows 
you and how he wants to 

be known by you. This 
completely changed the 

way I define my 
relationship with Jesus . 
. . But understand this--

when Jesus explains 
that he will not share 

your affection or 
devotion, he isn’t just 

saying how he wants to 
be loved by you; he is 

making it clear how he 
loves you.

Kyle Idleman

Consider the 
proposal of a 
man who wants 
to move in with 
a love interest:

‘Hey, why don’t 
we move in 
together?’ 

Translated: ‘How 
about I get all the 
benefits of 
marriage without 
having to make 
any of the 
commitments and 
sacrifices?’ 

That’s the 
approach fans 
[not followers] 
take. Fans say to 
Jesus, ‘Hey, why 
don’t we move in 
together?’ 

Kyle Idleman
“first”—from the 
Greek πρωτεύω 

(prō-teú-ō) 

The same greek word 
is used in both 

Revelation 2:4 and 
Colossians 1:18 to 

describe the nature of 
our love and lordship. 

Translators have used 
a variety of English 

words to convey the 
Greek meaning—first”/ 

“first place” (NASB, 
HCSB), “supremacy” 

(NIV), and “preeminent” 
(ESV, KJV). The 

meaning is not “first in 
time,” but love and 

Lordship that  
surpasses all others.



2. Worship Service sermons. Sermons will 
correspond to many of the Sunday School 
lessons as the pastor preaches through the 
book of Colossians. The worship service 
will draw your heart’s affection and your 
mind’s attention to the King of Kings. In 
your pursuit of Christ, come as often as you 
attend Sunday School.
The equipment: your Bible, sermon notes

HOME TEAM
1. Family Faith Talks. Everyone will be 

supplied with an @home guide in the 
worship bulletin to guide faith conversations 
at home. Young families with children still 
living at home will be provided a specially-
designed laminated placemat and 13 
Envelope Activities (one for each week in 
the summer). Prizes will encourage families 
to set and meet family summer goals for 
discussing loving the Lord “…when you sit 
in your house” (Deuteronomy 6:5,7).  
 
Families are encouraged to make their 
homes See and Share homes. Wonderful 
things spouses see about the Savior should 
be shared with each other. Moms and 
dads, children, and siblings should find 
ways to See and Share new discoveries 
about King Jesus. Singles should use their 
homes to gather with extended family and 
friends to See and Share together the 
glories of Christ. 
The equipment: your Bible, first [place] 
LEARNER GUIDE, your @home guide

2. Home Groups. Every class will choose 
when to gather in homes about twice a 
month to share what you are learning and 
go deeper together in prayer. These in-
home gatherings are for believers to 
encourage one another in applying the 
truths learned in the prior two Worship 
Service sermons and the two prior Sunday 
School lessons. This will give you another 
opportunity to See and Share together with 
like-minded believers wanting to make the 
most of this opportunity.   
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Consecrate:

to make yourself 
prayerful, 
attentive and 
fully available to 
receive a  
deepening 
encounter with 
God

Acts 2:46-47  

Day by day continuing 
with one mind in the 

temple, and breaking 
bread from house to 

house, they were taking 
their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of 
heart, praising God and 
having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number 
day by day those who 

were being saved.

Ephesians 5:14 

Wake up, sleeper, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine 
on you.

first [place] 
LEARNER 
GUIDES are 
divided into 
three sections 
that will serve 
as three 
devotional 
readings 
during the 
week. 

The call is this: Make 
your life one 

unflinching gaze upon 
the glory of Christ.

Matt Papa



The equipment: your Bible, and from the 
last two weeks: your first [place] love 
LEARNER GUIDES, and sermon notes

Conclusion

Lombardi’s locker room speech restored the 
Packers’ commitment to the fundamentals of 
football. They went on to win 5 Championships 
in a span of 7 years. For the next 3 months, we 
will be lifting up Jesus. Paul said, “For no one 
can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 
Corinthians 3:11). Upon this foundation, Christ 
will win eternally important trophies for the 
glory of God, through even us.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. From the Introduction, share why getting the 
identity and Lordship of Christ correct matters 
to you, your children, and the next generation. 

2. What characteristics of MTD might indicate 
personal or church growth is needed?

3. Rank the four “map keys” in order of 
importance. Explain your ranking.

4. Discuss any discomfort you feel about this 
“quest” as well as any positive feelings.

5. Discuss how the promise of this quest might 
change your commitment to Sunday morning 
attendance and your participation in a home 
group. 
• If you were to commit to a certain number of 

Sundays out of the next 15 weeks, what 
number would you strive for? 

• How many of the 6 home group gatherings 
would you strive to make?

Before dismissing, have someone lead in a 
class prayer of consecration based on 
Ephesians 3:14-19.
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Ephesians 3:14-19 

I pray that out of his 
glorious riches the 

Father may strengthen 
you with power through 

his Spirit in your inner 
being, so that Christ 

may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, 
being rooted and 

established in  
love, may have power, 

together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to 

grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, and 

to know His love that 
surpasses knowledge – 
that you may be filled to 

the measure of all the 
fullness of God. 

Group 
Dynamics:

Breaking up into 
smaller groups of 3 
to 4 encourages a 

greater level of 
sharing from 
everyone—

especially those 
unwilling to 

compete with more 
talkative persons for 
the chance to share 

in a larger group. 

See and 
Share Time:

At the close of 
each Sunday 
School session, 
we encourage 
a time of 
sharing. We 
call this See 
and Share time
—a time to 
share with 
others 
something new 
or exciting that 
you see about 
Jesus as a 
result of this 
week’s study. 

God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).
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Introduction

Nearly 1,000 times throughout the Scriptures, 
there is mention of Jesus by name. Half those 
times, His title “Christ” is attached, which 
emphasizes His role as ruler. Each time He is 
mentioned, readers gain new information about 
who He is, how He feels, and how He acts. 
When each of these individual portraits of 
Jesus are put together, we get one big-picture 
image of Him as He is presented in the Bible. 

This is similar to how artists assemble mosaics 
from hundreds of tiny pieces of colored glass, 
precious metals or stone to unveil one vibrant, 
single image. For art historians, one of the 
most recognizable mosaics of Christ is found in 
the Hagia Sophia cathedral in Istanbul, Turkey. 
The mosaic is called “Christ Pantocrator,” 
which in Greek means “Christ, the Almighty.” 
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                                                                         LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

“Christ Pantocrator.” The 
Hagia Sophia is a Byzantine-
era cathedral that contained 
this 13th-century mosaic of 

Christ in its dome. The 
cathedral’s full name is 

translated “Shrine of the Holy 
Wisdom of God,” dedicated 

to the person of Jesus 
Christ, whom Scripture calls 

the Wisdom of God. 

?  

Which 
individual 
stories about 
Jesus have 
most shaped 
your view of 
Jesus?

If you could 
share just one 
Bible story 
about Christ 
with an 
unbeliever, 
which would 
you share? 
Why?

Session Goal: to better understand and value the eternal and creating Christ, and to respond to Him with 
whole-person love and total surrender to His Lordship.

@home SESSION TWO: Christ in Eternity Past & at Creation

DAY 1
Introduction: A Biblical “Mosaic” of Jesus
I. Jesus in Eternity Past: Jesus the Son the eternal God

DAY 2 II. Jesus at Creation: Jesus makes all creation—for Himself

DAY 3

III. Eternal Purposes
• First Place Love from Eternity Past
• First Place Lordship from Eternity Past

Conclusion: Final Thought and “See and Share” Time

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 



Today, Lewis Lovoie is a 
Canadian artist well-
known for his “mural 
mosaics.” Lovoie’s art 
differs from historical 
mosaics in that each 
piece isn't just a piece of 
colored material—each 
tile is its own stand-alone 
piece of art. This year, 
Lovoie completed a five-
year project called the 
King of Kings. The 195 
tiles form an image of 
Jesus when assembled. 
Each of the 5-inch by 5-
inch, hand painted tiles 
are individual murals of 
known historical kings 

and leaders from the beginning of time until the 
modern era. Jesus is the King over these great 
kings! Our study of Jesus is similar to the 
approach of Lovoie’s mural mosaic. From 
eternity past to eternity future, we will be 
constructing a master image of Jesus by 
looking at Him in specific periods of time. 
Today, we begin with looking at Jesus from 
eternity past and in the Creation event. 

I.  Jesus In Eternity Past

Stories and books about Jesus often begin with 
His birth in a Bethlehem manger. This makes 
sense. What Jesus did in His earthly ministry is 
very important, and His birth was the starting 
point. However, unless there is an 
understanding of who He was before the 
Bethlehem manger, we cannot fully appreciate 
Him and His earthly ministry. We could even 
misunderstand Jesus all together.

The Old Testament begins with these words: 
“In the beginning, God….” (Genesis 1:1). Just 
those first few words say something about 
God: He existed before He created anything 
And what is true of God the Father in Genesis 
1:1 is also true of Jesus. Before the world or 
cities or mangers ever existed, Jesus existed 
before Creation.
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed in 
the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

“King of Kings,”   
by Lewis Lovoie,  
www.muralmosaic.com

Active Learning:

Someone read aloud 
Philippians 2:5-11 

from a Bible. 

Work together as a 
class to put key 

phrases from this 
passage into the 

Jesus timeline on the 
right. Which 

scriptural phrase 
best describes this 

week’s focus on 
“Christ in Eternity 

Past & at Creation”?



In the New Testament, John’s Gospel also 
starts with “In the beginning . . .” John adds 
new information to the story. He wanted us to 
know that with God, the “Word” was there. And 
the “Word” wasn’t just with God, but the “Word” 
was God. Who is the One that John is referring 
to as the “Word”? In verse 14, a full description 
of the “Word” makes it clear that John is talking 
about Jesus. The God of Genesis became 
flesh and revealed His glory to us as Jesus, 
who existed even before Creation. 

Psalm 90:2 “Before the mountains were born or 
You gave birth to the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” 

Isaiah 9:6-7 “ . . . And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father . . .”

Micah 5:2 "Out of you shall come forth to me the 
one to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting."  

Isaiah 44:6 “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel 
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am the first 
and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.”


Revelation 22:13 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

The everlasting Triune God—Father, Son and 
Spirit—has revealed Himself to us physically in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Philippians 2:5-11 
explains that when God the Son took on 
human form, He temporarily “emptied Himself.” 
Philip Johnson notes that this emptying was 
not a removal of God-characteristics, but a 
forfeiture of their use: “The incarnation was a 
miracle of addition, not subtraction.” Johnson’s 
point is simply that Jesus did not become less 
God, He just added human nature. Jesus 
willingly laid down some of His God-glory to 
become a man so He could be our sin-bearer. 

It’s important to remember that when Jesus 
became a man, He didn’t take on man’s sinful 
nature. We often think of being sinful as part of 
being human. That is true of our experience, 
but it wasn’t always so. Adam was created a 
sinless man, and remained so, until choosing 
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Trinity

There is only one 
God. And this one 
God is made up of 
God the Father, 
God the Son, and 
God the Holy 
Spirit. There are 
not three gods. 
Only one God 
exists. God is a 3-
in-1 God—that’s 
where the word 
“trinity” comes from
—“tri-unity,” or 3-
in-1—“trinity” for 
short.

The best approach 
to understanding 
the trinity is by 
accepting it as a 
set of truths that 
God reveals about 
Himself. 
Understanding 
exactly how that 
works is a mystery 
that underscores 
the limits of human 
understanding.

John 1:1-2, 14

In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the 

beginning with God.

And the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, 

and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.

John delays before 
naming the majestic 
Logos [the Word] in 
1:17-18. Finally, we 

learn that He is Jesus! 
He comes to us from the 
deep recesses of eternity.

Sinclair Ferguson

John 8:58 

Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham 
was born, I am.”

John 17:5

Now, Father, glorify 
Me together with 
Yourself, with the glory 
which I had with You 
before the world was.

When we come to know 
Christ as our Redeemer, 

we discover—to our 
amazement and joy—

that we also have come 
to know our Creator!

Sinclair Ferguson

?  

Matthew 17, Mark 9 
and Luke 9 are records 

of Jesus’ 
“transfiguration.” 

What does the 
transfiguration tell  

us about the glory of 
Jesus?



to sin. Jesus, the everlasting God, became 
purely human, without the sin of Adam.

There are at least four ways that seeing Jesus 
as the eternal God affects believers: 

1) It increases appreciation for the sacrifice 
He made for us. Because the eternal God 
was willing to pay the price Himself, we 
come to understand just how precious we 
are to Him. 

2) Knowing that our sin-bearer is the eternal 
God increases healthy fear of Him. Jesus 
isn’t someone we can play games with; He 
is the eternal Creator God to whom we will 
give account.

3) His eternal existence increases 
confidence in His ability to secure our 
redemption and our home in heaven. 
Jesus is the eternal God Himself, who has 
unlimited power to save us unto eternity.

4) Seeing Jesus as eternal takes attention off 
what is temporary and points our focus 
toward what and who matters for eternity.  

II.  Jesus at Creation

Colossians 1:15-18 “He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by 
Him all things were created, both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
have been created through Him and for Him. He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together. He is also head of the body, the church; 
and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, so that He Himself will come to have first 
place in everything.”

Colossians 1:15 bridges the two ideas of Jesus 
in eternity past and Jesus at Creation. Through 
Jesus, all things were created. This truth is 
echoed in John 1:3, 1 Corinthians 8:6 and 
Hebrews 1:2, which explain that nothing came 
into being unless Jesus created it. The God 
who spoke the universe into being is that same 
Jesus Christ who “upholds all things by the 
word of His power” (Hebrews 1:3). Paul says in 
Colossians 1:17 that “in Him all things hold 
together.” Jesus is the Creator and sustainer of 
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John 1:3 

All things came into 
being through Him, 
and apart from Him 
nothing came into 
being that has come 
into being.

1 Corinthians 8:6 

. . . yet for us there is 
but one God, the 
Father, from whom are 
all things and we exist 
for Him; and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, by whom 
are all things, and we 
exist through Him.

Arian Heresy

In the 3rd century A.D., 
Arius taught that Jesus 

was a created being, not 
the Creator. The Mormons 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses 

are modern-day Arians.  

 Jehovah’s Witnesses 
point to the phrase 

“firstborn of all creation” in 
Colossians 1:15 to support 

the Arian view. 

In many instances in 
Scripture, “firstborn” was 
used as a title of honor, 

even for those who were 
not actually the first born 

child, like King David. The 
meaning of the phrase in 
verse 15 is that Jesus is 

pre-eminent over all 
creation, just as He has 
supremacy over all the 

other things listed in the 
passage. It clearly says in 
verse 18, and elsewhere 

in Scripture, that Jesus 
created all things. He is 

not created; He is Creator. 

We can reject dangerous 
misinterpretations by 

taking care to look at 1) 
how the Bible uses words 

and phrases, 2) the 
surrounding context, and 

3) other clearer verses 
about the same topic.

The gospel is God’s 
response to the bad 
news of sin, and sin 
is a person’s 
rejection of God’s 
Creator-rights over 
him. Thus the 
fundamental truth 
of human existence, 
the well from which 
all else flows, is that 
God created us, and 
therefore God owns 
us.

Greg Gilbert

?  

Why do you think 
God emphasized 
Jesus as Creator 
in several New 
Testament 
passages? How 
does seeing Him 
this way affect 
you most?

?  

See Greg Gilbert’s 
quote. It says that 

because Jesus is our 
Creator, He owns us. 

Does Jesus being 
Creator increase the 

legitimacy of His 
claim of Lordship 
over every area of 

our lives?



everything and is therefore worthy of a fitting 
response from His creation.

III.  Eternal Purposes

First Place Love from Eternity Past 
Colossians 1 also communicates something 
very important about God’s purposes. First, 
everything has been created by Christ and for 
Christ. He made everything for Himself. That 
includes us. Few things could better 
communicate the nature of Christ’s relationship 
interest in us than stating that He made us for 
Himself. Christ being our "first love” was 
purposed for us before He even made us.

Ephesians 1 expands on the truth that Jesus 
made us for Himself. God, through Jesus, 
chose us—predestined us—before He created 
the world. Out of the kindness of His heart, He 
chose us to be adopted as His very own 
children—children who would be holy (set 
apart) unto Himself. Romans 8:29 further 
describes this eternal purpose, explaining that 
we were “predestined to become conformed to 
the image of His Son.” Out of these 
relationship purposes, God created us to love 
Jesus supremely as our first love.

First Place Lordship from Eternity Past
The other purpose statement is in Colossians 
1:18. It describes the first place position Jesus 
is to have in our lives as the supreme Lord. 
This wasn’t an afterthought, but rather was in 
the plan of Triune God from eternity past. 
Verse 18 tells us that God’s plan for Jesus to 
be in first place is the eternal purpose of 
Creation. Christ made us so that He could 
have “first place” Lordship in our lives. 

Ephesians 1:9-12 elaborates on God’s plan for 
Christ to be first place in everything. In 
Ephesians, the purpose of God is to “sum up” 
everything in Christ, which will ultimately bring 
glory to God. This is another way of saying that 
God’s purpose is that Christ would come to 
have first place in everything. This was His 
purpose before Creation, and it’s still His 
purpose for everyone today. 
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Mormon Arianism

Unlike the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, whose wrong 
beliefs stem from a false 

interpretation of the Bible, 
Mormons have three 

other “sacred texts” that 
further contribute to their 

false teachings about 
Christ.

Mormons also teach that 
Jesus is just one of many 

sons of God. Jesus is 
referred to specifically as 

“a son of God” in the Book 
of Mormon (Alma 36:17). 

Lucifer, or the devil, is 
another son of God in 

Mormon theology 
(Mormon Doctrine, p.

163). . . Any man on Earth 
can one day become the 

god of another planet and 
populate it with children 

born to him from his 
eternal wife (Teachings of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
345-354). Any one of those 
children can later become 

a god . . . (Doctrine & 
Covenants 132:20). Thus, 
there is not just One God, 

triune or not; there are 
many, many gods (Book of 

Abraham 4:3).

gotquestions.org

?  

How does it feel 
to know that 
God’s destiny for 
you from eternity 
past was to be 
adopted by Him, 
and to become 
like Jesus?

Ephesians 1:1, 4-5 

This was in 
accordance with the 
eternal purpose which 
He carried out in 
Christ Jesus our 
Lord . . . just as He 
chose us in Him 
before the foundation 
of the world, that we 
would be holy and 
blameless before Him. 
In love He 
predestined us to 
adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according 
to the kind intention of 
His will . . .

Ephesians 1:9-12

He made known to us 
the mystery of His will, 
according to His kind 
intention which He 
purposed in Him with a 
view to . . . the summing 
up of all things in Christ, 
things in the heavens 
and things on the earth. 
In Him also we have 
obtained an inheritance, 
having been 
predestined according 
to His purpose who 
works all things after the 
counsel of His will, to 
the end that we who 
were the first to hope in 
Christ would be to the 
praise of His glory.”



Conclusion

By looking at eternity past and Creation, small 
portraits of Jesus come into view. Too often, 
these aspects of Jesus are not explored, 
appreciated or responded to. From generation 
to generation, Creation stories have been told 
in Bible story books, Sunday School lessons 
and Vacation Bible School, with little mention 
that all things were made by and for Christ.  
Seeing Jesus in the Creation glory He shares 
with Triune God, increases His claim for first 
place love as first place Lord of our lives. 

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. Before the session today, had you ever heard 
that it was actually Jesus who spoke Creation 
into existence?

2. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

3. How does Jesus as everlasting Creator-God 
disprove weak views of Jesus in our church or 
culture, such as Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
(see left sidebar)? 

4. Which of the eternal purposes of God most 
motivate you to surrender to the love and 
Lordship of Christ? Explain your reasons.

a) His purpose to adopt you?

b) His purpose to make you like Jesus?

c) His purpose to bring all things, including 
you, under the Lordship of Christ?

5. What will you do differently this week when you 
spend time with the Lord in prayer and Bible 
reading?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of 
surrender using Colossians 1:15-18 and 
discoveries from the See and Share time.
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Group 
Dynamics:

Breaking up into 
smaller groups of 3 
to 4 encourages a 

greater level of 
sharing from 
everyone—

especially those 
unwilling to compete 

with more talkative 
persons for the 

chance to share in a 
larger group.

Bring the group back 
together to report the 

key insights from 
each of the smaller 

groups. 
See and 

Share Time:

At the close of 
each Sunday 
School session, 
we encourage 
a time of 
sharing. We 
call this See 
and Share time
—a time to 
share with 
others 
something new 
or exciting that 
you see about 
Jesus as a 
result of this 
week’s study. 

Review

Five Features of 
Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism 
(MTD):

1) A God exists who 
created and orders the 
world and watches over 
human life. 

2) God wants people to 
be good, nice, and fair 
to each other, as taught 
in the Bible and by most 
world religions. 

3) The central goal of 
life is to be happy and to 
feel good about oneself. 

4) God does not need to 
be particularly involved 
in one’s life except when 
God is needed to 
resolve a problem. 

5) Good people go to 
heaven when they die.

God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).
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Introduction

Children’s art projects can be found covering 
up refrigerator doors and school hallway walls. 
One particular art project illustrates today’s 
session. In elementary school, a child will trace 
the outline of his or her profile and transfer it 
onto a large piece of construction paper. The 
student then carefully cuts out the silhouette 
and glues it onto a sheet of contrasting color. 
The completed project is a snapshot in time of 
the shape and outline of the student’s head 
from the side view (and the child’s artistic 
ability). The shadow reveals a hair style, the 
curl of the eyelash, the shape of the lips and 
nose, and even the approximate age of the 
child. The intent of the project is to provide 
these general impressions, not perfect detail. 
Such projects are proudly displayed in 
prominent places in the school and home. Over 
time, they are replaced with photographs that 
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?  

Did you or a 
family member 
ever make a 
profile 
silhouette in 
school as a 
class project?

Do you still 
have it 
displayed on 
your wall? Why 
or why not?

Session Goal: to better understand how to see Christ fulfilled in Old Testament pictures, promises and 
patterns, and to respond to Him with whole-person love and surrender to His Lordship.

@home SESSION THREE: Christ Foreshadowed in the Old Testament

DAY 1
Introduction: The substance or the shadow
I. Old Testament Pictures: Christ pictured in OT persons, stories and objects

DAY 2 II. Promises and Patterns Fulfilled: Christ fulfills OT promises & patterns

DAY 3
III. King Jesus Glasses: Christ, the only approved lens for reading all of Scripture
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

Hebrews 1:1-2a

God, after He spoke long 
ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions 
and in many ways, in 

these last days has 
spoken to us in His Son…

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 



better reveal the person. If a man wants to 
show off his son or grandson, he proudly pulls 
out a color photograph out of his wallet or on 
his phone. He doesn’t unfold a shadowy 
silhouette art project. 

God displayed His glory through His Son, in 
the flesh. Before that, there was a time when 
only shadowy pictures of the Son were 
provided. Hebrews 1:1-2 explains that before 
Jesus came, God revealed Himself through 
various people in a variety of ways. But even 
what could be seen of God was “veiled” (2 
Corinthians 3:14-16). The closing verses of 
Romans describe the good news of Jesus as 
“the mystery which has been kept secret,” but 
was finally revealed (Romans 16:25). 
Colossians 2:16-18 describes the Old 
Testament law as a “shadow” of Christ Himself.

"When the fullness of time came” (Galatians 
4:4), when God’s timing was perfect, the One 
who was veiled in shadow became God in the 
flesh. With Christ now revealed, we can look 
back at the shadow and more fully appreciate 
who it represents. 

On the original Easter day, the Bible records a 
conversation Jesus had with two disciples. 
Cleopas, and another unnamed follower of 
Jesus, were making a seven mile journey from 
Jerusalem to a town called Emmaus. Jesus 
joined them on the road, but kept His identity 
hidden from them (presumably, He wanted to 
get His point across before shocking them with 
the reality of His resurrection). 

Luke 24:27, 44-45 says that “beginning with 
Moses and with all the prophets, He explained 
to them the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures . . . Now He said to them, “These 
are My words which I spoke to you while I was 
still with you, that all things which are written 
about Me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then He opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and He said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Christ would suffer and rise 
again from the dead the third day.” Jesus used 
the Old Testament Scriptures to convince these 
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2 Corinthians 3:14-16

But their minds were 
hardened; for until this 
very day at the reading 
of the old covenant the 
same veil remains 
unlifted, because it is 
removed in Christ. But 
to this day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil 
lies over their heart; 
but whenever a person 
turns to the Lord, the 
veil is taken away. 

Colossians 2:16-18

Therefore no one is to act 
as your judge in regard to 
food or drink or in respect 

to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day— 

things which are a mere 
shadow of what is to 

come; but the substance 
belongs to Christ. 

In the Old Testament, 
God had revealed 

himself through types 
and shadows, through 

promises and 
prophecies. In the New 
Testament, God reveals 

himself in Jesus—who’s 
the substance of every 

shadow and the 
fulfillment of every 

promise and prophecy. 
Paul’s point in 

Colossians 2:17 is this: 
every Old Testament law

—the ceremonial laws, 
civil laws, and dietary 

laws—were pointers to 
Jesus. All those things 

were intended to 
foreshadow Jesus, to 

ready us for Christ, to 
point us forward to our 
need for Jesus. The law 

was never intended to 
be an end in itself but a 

means to an end. 
Therefore, focusing on 

rules and regulations 
means missing Jesus 

altogether. 

Tullian Tchividjian

Romans 16:25-26

Now to Him who is 
able to establish you 
according to my gospel 
and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, 
according to the 
revelation of the 
mystery which has 
been kept secret for 
long ages past, but 
now is manifested, and 
by the Scriptures of the 
prophets, according to 
the commandment of 
the eternal God, has 
been made known to 
all the nations, leading 
to obedience of faith; 
to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, 
be the glory forever. 
Amen.

Foreshadow

to describe 
something 
beforehand that 
will later be more 
fully revealed. 

Examples: the 
bronze serpent 
story in Numbers 
foreshadowed 
Christ as the 
object of faith.



disciples that He was the Son of God, showing 
that His death and resurrection were 
foreshadowed in the Old Testament.

Though we don't have a record of all that was 
included in that conversation, we do know what 
the conversation accomplished. Jesus showed 
that He Himself was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament hopes and expectations. Several 
New Testament passages function in the same 
way as that Emmaus road conversation. They 
use the Old Testament Scriptures to unveil 
more of Jesus Christ.

There are three primary ways Christ is 
foreshadowed in the Old Testament. The first is 
through pictures. These pictures may be found 
in a person, object, or story. These Old 
Testament object lessons give insight into the 
person and work of Christ. The second way is 
promises that are fulfilled in Christ. The third is 
in Old Testament patterns—themes that run 
throughout the Old Testament. (There is 
another way we see Christ in the Old 
Testament—in prophecies that foretold Him. 
That will be covered next week.)

I.  Old Testament Pictures

One approach to seeing Jesus foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament is to look at every 
passage through the lens of Christ and the 
gospel. There is good reason for that. Old 
Testament Scripture is only fully understood 
when its ultimate fulfillment in Christ is 
understood. When Jesus and the New 
Testament writers used this method, they were 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and did 
so without error.

But, it’s possible to see Christ where God 
doesn’t mean for Him to be seen. The failsafe 
approach is to let the New Testament reveal 
how Jesus is foreshadowed in the Old 
Testament. Letting the New Testament take the 
lead ensures that shadows of Christ are 
properly identified in Old Testament pictures, 
patterns and promises.
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God did not reveal 
His exact plan of 
salvation in every 
detail at creation. 
Instead, He 
progressively 
revealed his plan 
little by little. The 
Bible starts out with 
very fuzzy pictures 
about the plan of 
salvation that 
becomes 
progressively 
clearer.

Todd Friel

The Old Testament 
points forward to 
the New. God 
revealed Himself in 
pictures and 
ceremonies through 
Moses; Jesus is the 
reality to which they 
pointed. In Him, 
fullness arrives.

Sinclair Ferguson

Active Learning:

On a sheet of 
paper or on a 
whiteboard, try to 
list at least 10 
things that Jesus 
might have said 
about Himself on 
the Emmaus Rd. 
only using the Old 
Testament.

Was this difficult? 
Why or why not?

Fulfill

verb used in three 
[ways]: 1) an ethical 

sense of observing or 
meeting requirements 

2) a prophetic sense of 
corresponding to what 

was promised, 
predicted, or 

foreshadowed, and 3) 
a temporal sense 

related to the arrival of 
times ordained by 

God.

Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary

The early Christians 
uncovered significant 

truths in Old Testament 
passages not apparent 

to ancient Israel, 
because now they knew 

who the story was 
about and how the 

story would conclude.

David Bryant

Jesus isn’t saying that 
every word in the Old 
Testament is literally 
about his death and 

resurrection. But he is 
telling us that every part 

of the Old Testament 
points forward to or 

prepares God’s people 
for the King who would 

come to die and rise 
again for his people.

Mike McKinley



Here are some of the major examples of the 
New Testament pointing out pictures of Christ 
in the Old Testament:

In Old Testament Persons
• Adam (Gen. 1:28; Rom. 5:17–19)
• Noah (Gen. 6:13–14, 17–18; 1 Pet. 3:18–22)
• Moses (Deut. 18:15–18; Heb. 3:5–6)
• Elijah (Isa. 40:3–4; Matt. 17:11–12)
• Jonah (Jon. 1:17; Matt. 12:40; Luke 11:29)

In Old Testament Objects
• Lamb (Exod. 29:38; John 1:29)
• Manna (Exod. 16:14–22; John 6:1-14, 26-40)
• Lion (Hos. 11:10; Rev. 5:5)
• Sheep (Lev. 1:10; Isa. 53:7)
• Tabernacle vessels (Exod. 40:9; Heb. 9:21)

In Old Testament Stories
• Passover (Exod. 12; 1 Cor. 5:7–8)
• Exodus from Egypt (Exod. 32:1; Acts 7:38-40) 
• Striking the rock (Exod. 17:5–7; 1 Cor. 10:4)
• Bronze serpent lifted  (Num. 21:8-9; John 3:14)
• Sabbath (Exod. 16:22; Col 2:16-17; Heb. 4:9-10)

II.  Promises and Patterns Fulfilled

Old Testament Promises
Another form of foreshadowing in the Old 
Testament is in the promises of God. In the 
several thousand years that spanned the Old 
and New Testaments, God made many 
promises. Scholars have scanned the 
Scriptures and discovered nearly 7,500 
promises of God to man, along with 
assurances that “The LORD is faithful to all his 
promises” (Psalms 145:13). God is incapable 
of lying because He is pure truth. “It is 
impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18). 
Jesus said that “I am the…Truth” (John 14:6).

In the early history of God’s chosen people, 
Joshua proclaimed that there was not a single 
unkept promise of God. As time went on, 
however, some promises of God had no 
apparent answer. From a human perspective, 
the promises of God can seem to be unkept, or 
slow at best.

Session 3   first [place] love  pg. �  of �4 10

?  

Think of a time when 
you were counting on 

God to answer a 
specific promise.

How long does it take 
before you begin 

feeling like God is 
taking too long? 

Is your answer 
numbered in days, 
weeks, months or 

years?

Active Learning:

Have someone read 
aloud the lists of Old 
Testament persons, 

objects, and stories that 
were pictures of Christ. 

Pick one from each list 
and read the Old and 

New Testament 
Scriptures concerning 

that picture. 

Discuss how these 
specific pictures may 

have helped 1st 
century readers 

respond to Christ as 
supreme Lord and with 

first place love.

Joshua 21:45 

Not one of the good 
promises which the Lord 

had made to the house of 
Israel failed; all came to 

pass.

Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ 
Foreshadowed 

in the Old 
Testament

Christ's Birth & 
Earthly Ministry 

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future



Hebrews 11 lists several Old Testament 
characters who are included in this chapter’s 
“faith hall of fame”. Faith giants like Abraham, 
who waited for 40 years for God to give him the 
son He promised. Moses, David, Samuel, 
Samson and others are listed who were 
approved for their faith. In verses 39 and 40, it 
explains that what was great about this kind of 
faith was that none of them received what was 
promised in their lifetime. This kind of faith was 
directed toward God, who was able to “perfect” 
(or complete) the promise even after their 
deaths. They understood what Peter later 
explained: “The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness” (2 Peter 
3:9a).

Hebrews 11:40 points to the ultimate fulfillment 
of Old Testament hopes and promises in the 
person of Christ. Paul says it even more 
clearly: “for as many as are the promise of 
God, in Him [Christ] they are yes” (2 
Corinthians 1:20). The nearly 7,500 promises 
of God are answered most fully in the person 
of Christ Himself. Jesus is the “yes” answer of 
every promise, as well as the “amen” of every 
promise. “Amen” means “so let it be.” In other 
words, Jesus is the current and future answer 
of every promise of God. God keeps His 
promises by providing Himself in the person of 
Christ. Through His person and His work, He 
completes the promises of God in their entirely. 

Old Testament Patterns
Perhaps the most significant foreshadowing of 
Christ relates to the major themes, or patterns, 
found in the Old Testament. The New 
Testament traces patterns of God relating to 
His people that run through many Old 
Testament books and stories.

Tony Evans suggests that the unifying theme 
that ties all of Scripture together, Genesis 
through Revelation, is “the glory of God 
through the expansion of His Kingdom”. That 
overarching theme is made of up of several 
specific patterns between God and man: 
relationship, righteousness, redemption, and 
reign. Each of these patterns finds its fulfillment 
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Hebrews 11:39-40

And all these, having 
gained approval through 

their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, 

because God had provided 
something better for us, so 

that apart from us they 
would not be made perfect.

2 Corinthians 1:20 

For as many as are the 
promises of God, in 
Him [Christ] they are 
yes; therefore also 
through Him [Christ] is 
our Amen to the glory 
of God through us.

?  

On the one hand, 
Joshua says that the 

Lord didn’t fail to fulfill 
a single promise to the 

house of Israel 
(Jacob). On the other 

hand, Hebrews 11 
says that Jacob, 
Moses and other 

Israelite ancestors did 
not have their 

promises fulfilled. 

In what way can 
these two truthful 

passages be 
understood to verify 

that God really is 
faithful to fulfill all of 

His promises?

Active Learning:

The Bible says that 
for every promise 
God has made 
(nearly 7,500), 
Christ is the “yes” 
and “amen” of that 
promise.

Come to a class 
agreement on the 
class’s 3 favorite 
Bible promises. 
Discuss how Christ 
is the “yes” and 
“amen” of those 3 
favorite promises. 

What, after all, did 
Jesus mean by His 
oft-repeated claim 
that everything He 
did was “according 
to the Scriptures”? 
Quite simply, the 
Old Testament 
narrative 
culminated in His 
person and His 
triumphs. Its whole 
plot pivoted on Him. 
He was the goal of 
every redemptive 
initiative launched 
there.

David Bryant

Christ embodied all 
God’s promises in a 

human life for the first 
and only time in history.

David Bryant



in Christ, and as Evans said, brings glory to 
God through the expansion of His Kingdom. 

God created us for relationship. The 
relationship pattern runs throughout the entire 
Bible. It answers the question, “Who do you 
love and worship?” Even before the giving of 
the law, God has expected His creation to 
worship Him alone and love Him supremely. 
God uses the analogy of marriage to describe 
the depth of love and commitment we are to 
enjoy with God for a lifetime. 

The Ten Commandments and the rest of the 
law were given in the context of relationship. In 
the book of Deuteronomy (which means 
“repetition of the law”), the command to love 
the Lord was repeated seven times. “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Jesus said this 
command was the greatest of all the 
commandments. 

Failing to love God in this way is idolatry. God 
used the picture of human adultery to illustrate 
the relationship severity of spiritual idolatry 
(Jeremiah 3:6-7). “They have committed 
adultery with their idols” (Ezekiel 23:37). Jesus 
finally made it possible for true reconciliation 
between God and man. “God . . . reconciled us 
to Himself through Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:18). 

God expects our righteousness. Flowing 
from the relationship theme is the pattern of 
righteousness running throughout the Bible. 
This answers the question, “Who do you honor 
with your life?” When people do deeds of 
righteousness, it brings honor to God. When 
people sin, it dishonors God. God expects for 
people to not only love and worship God on the 
inside, but to worship Him through righteous 
lives. The Bible is filled with God’s 
requirements for righteous living from cover to 
cover. 

Jesus is the answer for the righteousness God 
has always expected from everyone. The 
righteousness of Christ takes effect in the lives 
of Christians in two important ways. First, the 
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The Old Testament 
kings were merely 
types, shadows of 
the true, only, and 
best king, King 
Jesus.

Todd Friel

Romans 5:14

Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam 
until Moses, even over 
those who had not 
sinned in the likeness 
of the offense of 
Adam, who is a type 
of Him who was to 
come.

Jeremiah 3:6-7

During the reign of King 
Josiah, the Lord said to 

me, “Have you seen what 
faithless Israel has done? 

She has gone up on every 
high hill and under every 

spreading tree and has 
committed adultery there. I 
thought that after she had 

done all this she would 
return to me but she did 

not, and her unfaithful 
sister Judah saw it.

James 4:4

You adulteresses, do you 
not know that friendship 
with the world is hostility 
toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a 

friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.



perfection of His righteous life is applied to our 
account. Our most sincere efforts at 
righteousness, at best, are “filthy rags” in God’s 
sight (Isaiah 64:6). Only the righteousness of 
Christ Himself, applied to each individual, is 
acceptable to a holy God. Second, after 
making us spiritually alive, His persistent work 
of grace produces in us an ongoing, increasing 
righteousness. In Christ, we are being 
transformed into His likeness with ever-
increasing glory, (2 Corinthians 3:18). The 
pattern of righteousness is found woven 
throughout all of Scripture. Our hope for that 
righteousness is in Christ alone.

God provides a plan for redemption. The 
biblical pattern of making the unrighteous 
righteous is the pattern of redemption. Ever 
since the moral fall of mankind, God instituted 
a plan for redemption that would satisfy both 
His holy justice and His perfect love. This 
redemptive pattern is seen as early as Genesis 
3, when God gave the first prophecy about 
Christ and made the first animal sacrifice. The 
pattern was highlighted at the first Passover, 
and formalized in the giving of the law and the 
continual work of the high priests to make 
atonement for the people. The redemption 
pattern answers the question, “Who is able to 
save you?” Jesus completely fulfilled the 
redemption pattern in Scripture by being both 
the sinless sacrifice and the final High Priest. 

God provides a King to reign. Finally, the 
pattern of God’s reign is fulfilled in Christ. The 
pattern asks the question, “Who are you 
submitted to and serving?” God’s reign as King 
of His covenant people was both an individual 
and a collective issue. Jesus fulfilled the 
pattern of kingdom reign established in the Old 
Testament. The pattern was developed in the 
time of the judges, the reign of Israel’s kings, 
and in a spiritual sense in the time of the 
prophets. Jesus fulfilled what the kings of Israel 
could not fulfill by establishing a kingdom that 
is righteous, inclusive of all nations, and 
eternal. Because He is the eternal King of 
Kings, believers submit to Him and serve Him 
by advancing His kingdom agenda throughout 
the world under His authority and command. 
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If we were to blend 
together the massive 

number of Old 
Testament promises, 

including breathtaking 
horizons of the coming 
Kingdom laid out by a 

score of prophets, what 
would we have?

In the final analysis 
we’d have a dazzling 

portrait of the person of 
God’s Son, a vivid 
description of His 

supremacy. 

That’s because every 
vision offered there, 
without exception—
whether of grace or 
judgment—requires 

Jesus Christ for its 
fullest meaning and its 

grandest completion. 

David Bryant



III.  King Jesus Glasses

People with poor eyesight understand the 
value of a good pair of glasses. Believers can 
see the Old Testament with the kind of clarity 
God has made available in Christ. A pair of 
“King Jesus Glasses” is needed to see the Old 
Testament, and the good news of the New 
Testament, with 20/20 clarity. They are seen 
rightly when viewed through the person of 
Christ.

Once Christ is understood as the fulfillment of 
Old Testament pictures, promises and patterns, 
it becomes clear that Christ has always been 
God’s plan for the world. Believers make new 
discoveries about Christ whenever the Bible is 
read, because the Scriptures testify about Him. 
Christ becomes like a new pair of glasses. 
What once was shadowy becomes clear when 
looking through Christ lenses. Every Old or 
New Testament passage is seen best when 
looking through both of these lenses: “What is 
God’s will in this passage?” and “How is Jesus 
Christ the ultimate answer for this passage?” 
Asking these questions gives believers a 
framework to mine the inexhaustible treasures 
of Christ. As believers treasure Christ in this 
way over time, the Spirit illuminates the written 
Word to produce greater fervency of love and 
surrender to the Lordship of King Jesus.

Conclusion
On the Emmaus road, the resurrected Christ 
showed Cleopas and his traveling companion 
how all of the Old Testament Scriptures pointed 
to Himself. This was their response, “They said 
to one another, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while He was speaking to us on the 
road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to 
us?” And they got up that very hour and 
returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered 
together the eleven and those who were with 
them . . .”  (Luke 24:32-33).

What they discovered about Christ couldn't be 
held in. They talked with each other about how 
it was affecting them. They went to find other 
disciples with whom they could also share. 
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John 5:39

You search the 
Scriptures because 
you think that in them 
you have eternal life; 
it is these that testify 
about Me.

Christology is the 
true hub round 
which the wheel of 
theology revolves, 
and to which its 
separate spokes 
must each be 
correctly anchored 
if the wheel is not to 
get bent.

J. I. Packer

The first thing the 
gospel-wakened 

Christian notices in the 
Scriptures is that Jesus 

is all over the place, 
including the Old 

Testament. Suddenly the 
Spirit has given us the 
“Jesus glasses” to see 

the presence of the 
Savior in the shadows of 

the old covenant texts.

Jared Wilson

Jesus Christ is the 
towering figure of world 

history. As such, He 
casts a bright shadow 
not only forward over 

all post-Bethlehem 
history but also 

backward over all Old 
Testament history that 

led up to Him. He is the 
person to whom and 

from whom all history 
flows.

David Murray



Their story is a picture of our See and Share 
time, our time sharing at home, and sharing in 
our Home Groups. May what we discover 
about Christ enflame our love for Him with 
passion. And that out of the overflow of our 
hearts, we would share the excellencies of 
Christ with each other.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. When you read the Old Testament, does it 
seem very different from the New Testament? 
Why or why not? What questions could you 
ask about every passage to make sure you are 
reading Scripture through King Jesus glasses?

2. In Luke 11:13, Jesus says that God will give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him for what 
they need and want. In 2 Corinthians 1:20 
Jesus is identified as the “yes” and “amen” of 
all of God’s promises. Are you content with 
more of Christ as an answer to God’s promises 
and your requests? Explain your answer.

3. What are the four patterns in the Old 
Testament that are fulfilled by Christ? Can you 
think of other Scriptural patterns or themes that 
are not covered by these four? If so, how does 
Christ fulfill that theme as well? 

4. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you?

5. What will you do differently this week when you 
spend time with the Lord in prayer and Bible 
reading?

In closing, have someone pray highlights 
from the See and Share time. Close with a 
prayer of surrender to the first place love 
and Lordship of King Jesus.
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Group 
Dynamics:

Breaking up into 
smaller groups of 3 
to 4 encourages a 

greater level of 
sharing from 
everyone—

especially those 
unwilling to compete 

with more talkative 
persons for the 

chance to share in a 
larger group.

Bring the group back 
together to report the 

key insights from 
each of the smaller 

groups. 

See and 
Share Time:

At the close of 
each Sunday 
School session, 
we encourage 
a time of 
sharing. Share 
with others 
something new 
or exciting that 
you see about 
Jesus as a 
result of this 
week’s study. 

God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).



Session 3   first [place] love  pg. �  of �10 10

Session Three Works Cited

Brand, C., Draper, C., England, A., Bond, S., Clendenen, E. R., Butler, T. C., & Latta, B. (Eds.). (2003). 
In Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.

Bryant, David. (2005) Christ is All: A Joyful Manifesto on the Supremacy of God’s Son. New 
Providence, NJ: New Providence Publishers.

Bryant, David. (2013) The Christ Institutes. http://thechristinstitutes.com/wp-content/uploads/tci/pdf/TCI
%20presentation%202.pdf. www.ProclaimHope.org. 

Evans, Tony. (2013) The Kingdom Agenda: Life Under God. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.

Ferguson, Sinclair. (2007) In Christ Alone: Living the Gospel-centered Life. Lake Mary, FL: 
Reformation Trust.

Friel, Todd. (2014) Jesus Unmasked: The Truth Will Shock You. Green Forest, AR: New Leaf Press.

McKinley, Michael. (2015) The Resurrection in Your Life: How the Living Christ Changes Your World. 
UK: The Good Book Company

Murray, David. (2013) Jesus On Every Page: 10 Simple Ways to Seek and Find Christ in the Old 
Testament. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.

Tchividjian, Tullian. (2011) Jesus + Nothing = Everything. Wheaton, IL: Crossway.

Wilson, Jared. (2011) Gospel Wakefulness. Wheaton, IL: Crossway.

About the author:  David M. Booth is a husband and father of two girls and two boys. 
He earned his Ph.D. at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary’s School of Church 
and Family Ministries. He is Minister of Education and Family Discipleship at First 
Baptist Church of Winnsboro, TX. His ministry ambition is to develop gospel-centered 
people and families who adore Jesus and love sharing Him with others. 

You have permission to use First Place Love, unaltered, for family, devotional and church discipleship  
purposes only. If you would like to acquire an editable version of the curriculum, please write 
dmbooth1010@gmail.com detailing your request.

If quoted, use the following APA citation: 

Booth, David M. First Place Love: Awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus (2015). Unpublished curriculum.

http://thechristinstitutes.com/wp-content/uploads/tci/pdf/TCI%20presentation%202.pdf
mailto:dmbooth1010@gmail.com
http://thechristinstitutes.com/wp-content/uploads/tci/pdf/TCI%20presentation%202.pdf
mailto:dmbooth1010@gmail.com


Introduction

This Spring, the Perot Museum in Dallas 
featured a fascinating Sherlock Holmes exhibit. 
The creator of the Sherlock Holmes character 
is Scottish author and physician, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. Doyle was inspired by the 
meticulous attention to detail of Dr. Joseph 
Bell, who pioneered the discipline known today 
as forensic science. Drawing accurate 
conclusions from the observation of overlooked 
details became the hallmark characteristic of 
Sherlock Holmes. He was able to solve 
puzzling crimes by his keen perception and his 
ability to draw logical conclusions from his 
observations. 

One of Sherlock Holmes’ memorable sayings 
was "you see, but you do not observe.” Holmes 
was stating that there is a difference between 
seeing and truly understanding what is being 
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                                                                          LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

?  

Forensic crime 
shows are more 
numerous and 
popular than 
ever. 

What 
characteristics 
of a forensic 
crime drama are 
so fascinating 
that millions of 
viewers tune in 
every week?

Session Goal: to better understand Christ as God incarnate, whose teaching and actions instruct us to 
understand the King & His kingdom, and respond to Him with whole-person love and total surrender.

@home SESSION FOUR: Christ’s Birth & Earthly Ministry

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. The King Has Arrived: OT, NT prophecies, angels & demons testify

DAY 2 II.  His Central Teachings: Jesus teaches on the kingdom & declares “I AM” King

DAY 3
III.  Christ in Action: Miracles & relationships of the King & His kingdom
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

Dr. Joseph Bell, renowned 
lecturer at the University of 
Edinburgh Medical School 

in 1876 when Arthur Conan 
Doyle was enrolled there 

as a student, was the 
primary inspiration for the 

Sherlock Holmes character. 

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 



seen. Thirteen times, the Gospels record Jesus 
saying, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
Holmes’ idea is similar to Jesus’—it's important 
to go beyond noticing facts to uncover the 
larger truths those facts reveal.

In this session, we will be looking at the 
significance of Jesus’ mission to earth. Prior to 
his final days on earth, He had much to say 
and show us about God, because He was God 
Himself incarnate—in the flesh. This overview 
of His identity, teaching and miracles will 
reinforce accurate conclusions about Christ. 
More than that, it will help us respond to Christ 
as we should. Matthew 13:14-15 give us this 
promise: that if we will see and hear spiritually 
(with our hearts) and return to Him, God would 
bring spiritual healing.

I.  The King Has Arrived

Ever since God birthed the nation of Israel 
through Abraham, their history has been full of 
ups and downs. Within only a few generations, 
they found themselves enslaved for 400 years. 
Not long after their Exodus from slavery, they 
wandered in the wilderness, were given the law 
and the Scriptures, struggled to take the land 
of inheritance, refused God as King, were 
failed by their own monarchy, built a temple, 
divided their nation, were rebuked by prophets 
and disciplined into Babylonian and Assyrian 
captivity. They finally returned to their land, but 
only to be ruled by the Romans. There were 
more downs than ups. 

Time and again, God granted national victory 
and spiritual joy and restoration, only to see 
them squander that with unfaithfulness to God 
and a return to idols. The setting was ripe for a 
hero who could get them off the treadmill of 
restoration and rebellion. God considered this 
the perfect time to become the hero of history. 
“When the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son . . .” (Galatians 4:4).  

Triune God entered the human condition. The 
eternal God who created us for Himself, 
became a man in human history. He had to 
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Matthew 13:14-15
 
. . . the prophecy of 
Isaiah [from Isaiah 
6:10] is being fulfilled, 
which says, “You will 
keep on hearing, but 
will not understand; 
you will keep on 
seeing, but will not 
perceive; for the heart 
of this people has 
become dull, with 
their ears they 
scarcely hear,
and they have closed 
their eyes, otherwise 
they would see with 
their eyes, hear with 
their ears, and 
understand with their 
heart and return, and I 
would heal them.”

Matthew 11:15

He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.

(Repeated word-for-word, in 
Mark 4:9, Luke 8:8 and Luke 
14:35. Variations of wording 

also found 9 other times in 
Matthew 13:9, 15, 16, 43; 

Mark 4:23, 7:16, 8:18; Luke 
8:8, 14:35.)

Isaiah 9:6-7

For a child will be 
born to us, a son will be 

given to us; and the 
government will rest on 
His shoulders; and His 

name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

There will be no end to 
the increase of His 

government or of peace, 
on the throne of David 

and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold 

it with justice and 
righteousness from then 
on and forevermore. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts 

will accomplish this.

Our everlasting hope 
has been fused to a 

person who is no less 
than Immanuel, God 

with us. God dwells in 
Him fully and is made 

fully accessible to us 
in Him forever. All of 

God’s promises are 
equally and completely 

accessible as we 
receive them in Christ 

supreme.

David Bryant

The Bible isn't a 
storybook with 
many heroes. No, 
there's only one 
hero in Scripture: 
the Son, the Lamb, 
the Savior, the King, 
the Redeemer—
Jesus.

Paul David Tripp

Micah 5:2

But as for you, 
Bethlehem 
Ephrathah,
too little to be among 
the clans of Judah, 
from you One will go 
forth for Me to be ruler 
in Israel. His goings 
forth are from long 
ago, from the days of 
eternity.



become fully man to pay the penalty mankind 
deserved. Yet while He was fully man, He 
retained His deity. He was God and man at the 
same time. “For in Him [Christ] all the fullness 
of Deity dwells in bodily form. . .” (Colossians 
2:9).

The casual observer would see Jesus and call 
Him a man. Because he walked, talked, ate, 
slept, and conducted Himself as a man, he was 
therefore just a man. Right? The careful 
observer, however, notices all the details. The 
careful observer collects all the facts before 
jumping to obvious, but incorrect, conclusions. 
Jesus indeed was a man, but was even more. 
It was God Himself who showed up as the 
newborn baby Jesus. 

Several sources supply the facts by which 
accurate conclusions can be made concerning 
Jesus’ identity. Week 2, we established the 
facts that Jesus was no less than Creator God 
Himself. Week 3, we learned that Jesus fulfilled 
Old Testament pictures, promises, and 
patterns. He also fulfills Old Testament 
prophecies. Ancient prophecies from Isaiah 
identified Him as “Mighty God” and “Eternal 
Father” (Isaiah 9:6-7). Micah describes Him as 
the eternal ruler to be born in Bethlehem 
(Micah 5:2). 

Prophets contemporary to Jesus also identified 
Him. Simeon and Anna identified Jesus as the 
savior and redeemer—the glory of Israel and 
the hope of the Gentiles (Luke 2:30-38). 
Zacharias prophesied that Jesus was the 
promised salvation and redemption of Israel, 
the heir of David’s throne, and the fulfillment of 
the covenant to Abraham (Luke 1:68-73). John 
the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).

In the days surrounding Jesus’ birth, angels 
announced His identity. The angel Gabriel 
announced to Mary that Jesus is the Son of 
God Most High and the eternal heir of David’s 
throne (Luke 1:31-35). An angel, speaking to 
Joseph, identified Jesus as the rescuer, the 
hero of Israel, saying Jesus will “save His 
people from their sins.” Then, the angel quoted 
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The glory of the 
incarnation is that it 

presents to our adoring 
gaze not a humanized 

God or a deified man, but 
a true God-man—one 

who is all that God is and 
at the same time all that 

man is: on whose 
almighty arm we can 

rest, and to whose human 
sympathy we can appeal. 
We cannot afford to lose 

either the God in the man 
or the man in the God; 

our hearts cry out for the 
complete God-man whom 

the Scriptures offer us.

B. B. Warfield

Active Learning
Name that Quote:

Make a list of brief 
quotations about 
Jesus from the 
Scriptures on pages 
3 and 4. Then make 
of separate list of 
the prophets and 
angels who made 
these statements. 
Divide your class 
into two teams and 
see which team 
more correctly 
matches the two 
lists from memory.

Incarnate

Literally: “in flesh.” 
As Jesus Christ, 
God became a 
human being—the 
divine God-man.

… 1 Tim. 3:16 speaks 
of ‘he was manifested 
in the flesh’ . . . John 
ascribes to the spirit 
of antichrist any 
denial that Jesus 
Christ has ‘come in 
the flesh’ (1 Jn. 4:2; 2 
Jn. 7). Paul says that 
Christ did his 
reconciling work ‘in 
his body of 
flesh’ (Col. 1:22), and 
that by sending his 
Son ‘in the likeness 
of sinful flesh’ God 
condemned sin in the 
flesh’ (Rom. 8:3). 
Peter speaks of Christ 
dying for us ‘in the 
flesh’ (. . . 1 Pet. 3:18; 
4:1).

New Bible 
Dictionary (3rd Ed.)

Prophecy Fulfilled?

A careful observer 
understands that Jesus 

fulfills Old Testament 
prophecy in different 

ways. Fulfilled O.T. 
prophecies are not just 

predictions about Christ 
that later came true. It 
is more often true that 
Jesus more perfectly 

fulfills an O.T. Scripture.  

A predictive prophecy 
would have been 

understood by Old 
Testament readers as 

referring to a future 
Messiah. Christ also 

fulfilled Old Testament 
pictures, promises and 
patterns that were not 
of a predictive nature. 

One must compare Old 
and New Testaments to 

determine the type of 
prophecy fulfilled.



Isaiah and said,“they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with 
us” (Matthew 1:23). Angels announced to the 
shepherds that the newborn child was none 
other than their “Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). Even fallen angels (demons) 
identify Him rightly as “the Holy One of 
God” (Luke 4:34) and as “Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God” (Luke 8:28).

II.  His Central Teachings

The kingdom of God
Prophets and angels give testimony to the 
identity of Jesus. What Jesus says about 
Himself makes it even more clear. Matthew 
records that “Jesus began to preach and say, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 4:17). In one summarizing 
statement, Jesus was making His claim as the 
King of glory that was personally bringing 
God’s reign into history. The only correct 
response to that claim is repentance. The 
theme of the kingdom of God dominated Jesus’ 
central teaching emphasis.

The “kingdom of God” is mentioned 52 times in 
the gospels. “Kingdom of heaven” is mentioned 
32 times (all in the gospel of Matthew, which 
was primarily written for a Jewish audience). 
Jesus used the imagery of the kingdom to 
communicate three important things: 1) the 
long-awaited King and kingdom have arrived, 
2) God’s kingdom is accessed through 
repentant faith, and 3) the kingdom of heaven 
will one day be finalized in Christ. 

The King and kingdom have arrived
Jesus was the promised King. All the hopes of 
Israel, and the whole world, found their home 
in Him. Jesus’ kingdom teachings were 
focused squarely on Himself, because only 
God Himself could actually fulfill such 
extraordinary claims. In the first three 
(synoptic) gospels, Jesus used kingdom 
language to make His claim to God’s throne. In 
John’s gospel, some of His strongest claims 
used the phrase “I am.” When He said, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I 
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth & 
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

Matthew 4:23 

And he went about all 
Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom and 
healing every disease 
and every infirmity 
among the people.

?  

Does the 
testimony of 
angels and 
demons increase 
your confidence 
in Jesus being 
God in the flesh? 
Why or why not?

Kingdom of 
God (Heaven)

The sovereign rule 
of God, initiated by 
Christ’s earthly 
ministry and to be 
consummated when 
“the kingdom of the 
world has become 
the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his 
Christ” (Rev. 
11:15). 

According to the 
testimony of the 
first three Gospels 
the proclamation of 
the kingdom of God 
was Jesus’ central 
message.

Baker Encyclopedia 
of the Bible (Vol. 2)



am,” (John 8:58) the Jews tried to stone Him. 
They weren't overreacting. They just knew 
what the American reader may not. The phrase 
“I am” is from the most sacred name of God in 
the Old Testament. It was so sacred, they 
wouldn't speak it; they would only pronounce 
variations of it. Jesus said,“I am . . . 
. . . the Bread of life (John 6:35, 48, 51)
. . . the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5)
. . . the gate (John 10:7,9)
. . . the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14)
. . . the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)
. . . the way, truth, and the life (John 14:6)
. . . the vine (John 15:1,5)

Kingdom accessed through repentant faith
He also used “kingdom” to describe the active 
reign of God in each person. When people 
repent from rebellion and return Jesus to His 
rightful place as Lord of their lives, the kingdom 
of God has come in their lives. “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 
God’s reign begins at repentance unto 
salvation, continues as believers bear the fruits 
of righteousness and holiness, and culminates 
with eternal life. When He operates as King, 
true individual transformation and kingdom 
impact take place.

Kingdom ultimately finalized in Christ
Jesus also uses the “kingdom” to describe His 
future reign, when all things in heaven and 
earth will be brought totally under the Lordship 
of Christ. This is when “every knee will bow, of 
those who are in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and that every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10,11). 

Enemies of the kingdom 
One of the best ways to describe what 
someone stands for is to describe what they’re 
against. This is also true of Jesus’ teaching. He 
brought people's attention to what the kingdom 
was not about, to give greater clarity to what it 
was about. The Pharisees had so 
misinterpreted the Old Testament revelation of 
God that they drew Jesus’ strongest rebukes 
and corrections—He called them hypocrites, 
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?  

How do you feel 
when you read 
His “I am” 
statements? 
What do they 
lead you to 
conclude about 
Him?

Which “I am” 
statement most 
stirs up love for 
Him? Which 
most stirs up 
desires for total 
surrender to Him 
as Lord?

Yahweh (YHWH)

Most holy name for God 
in the OT, usually 
translated Lord or 

Jehovah. The name is 
also applied to Christ.

Baker Encyclopedia of 
the Bible (Vol. 2) 

Used over 6,000 times 
in the Old Testament, 

YHWH is the name 
most often used for 

God. It has a curious 
spelling (four 

consonants with no 
vowels), and for a 

name, a curious 
meaning (“I am who I 
am”). The meaning of 
the name essentially 
communicates “I am 

the Exalted One who 
has always existed.” 

Translators have 
either filled in the 

vowels with words like 
“Yahweh” or 

“Jehovah” or they use 
LORD in small caps to 

convey this majestic 
four-letter name of 
God. Praise songs 

with the words 
“Yahweh” or 

“Jehovah” are 
referring to variations 

of the “I am” names of 
God and Christ. 

Jesus' words here 
clearly echo the 
covenant divine 
name Yahweh. 
When He says, "I 
am He," or "I 
AM" (ego eimi), the 
soldiers draw back 
and fall down [John 
18:6]. The event 
hardly needs a 
commentary. It is as 
though, for one brief 
but amazing 
moment, Christ's 
deity cannot remain 
hidden. Unholy feet 
cannot remain 
standing on this 
holy ground.

Sinclair Ferguson

John 18:6 

So when He said to 
them, “I am He,” they 
drew back and fell to 
the ground.



broods of vipers, evil and adulterous, 
whitewashed tombs, lovers of money, self-
justified, and detestable by God, “You have let 
go of the commands of God and are holding on 
to the traditions of men.… Thus you nullify the 
word of God by your tradition that you have 
handed down” (Mark 7:8, 13). And in Matthew 
21:43, Jesus levels this verdict against them: 
"the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people, producing the fruit 
of it.”

The Pharisees did not understand the irony of 
their beliefs. They trumpeted righteousness 
through observance of the law. In a way they 
were correct. Perfect righteousness, only 
achieved by Jesus, was available through faith. 
“But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even 
to those who believe in His name (John 1:12). 
But the Pharisees did not understand the 
righteousness demanded by the law nor the 
fact that God considers our best attempts to 
fulfill it as "filthy rags” (Isaiah 65:6, NIV). 

Jesus’ “sermon on the mount” in Matthew 5-7 
reveals that God's perspective on 
righteousness was so much higher than the 
Pharisees’ definition of righteousness. What 
the Pharisees called lust, Jesus called adultery. 
What the Pharisees understood as hating or 
bad-mouthing someone, Jesus saw as murder. 
What the Pharisees called a just hatred of 
one's enemies, Jesus raised the standard to 
love everyone, even one's enemies. The 
impossible standard of God’s law paves the 
way for Jesus’ work of grace.       

III.  Christ in Action

Jesus had so much to say about Himself as He 
taught about the kingdom. His actions spoke 
even louder than His words. His miracles and 
relationships made strong statements about 
His identity, His character, and the kind of 
people who can enter His kingdom. 
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Pharisee

Members of the 
largest Jewish 
religious-political 
party in the time of 
Jesus. Pharisees 
controlled the 
Jewish synagogues 
(places for the 
gathering of 
followers for 
spiritual instruction
—similar to modern 
churches).

The term “Pharisee” 
means “separated 
ones.” Perhaps it 
means that they 
separated themselves 
from the masses or 
that they separated 
themselves to the 
study and 
interpretation of the 
law . . . They 
apparently were 
responsible for the 
transformation of 
Judaism from a 
religion of sacrifice 
to one of law . . . 
They saw the way to 
God as being 
through obedience to 
the law . . . They 
accepted all the OT 
as authoritative . . . 
The Pharisees 
opposed Jesus 
because He refused 
to accept their 
interpretations of the 
oral law.

Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary

. . . it’s a low view of the 
law that produces 

legalism because a low 
view of the law causes 
us to conclude that we 

can do it—the bar is 
low enough for us to 

jump over. A low view 
of the law makes us 

think that the standards 
are attainable, the 

goals are reachable, the 
demands are doable. . . 

A high view of the law, 
however, demolishes all 
notions that we can do 
it—it exterminates all 

attempts at self-
sufficient moral 

endeavor. We’ll always 
maintain a posture of 

suspicion regarding the 
radicality of 

unconditional grace as 
long as we think we 
have the capacity to 

pull it off. 

Tullian Tchividjian

Matthew 5:20

For I say to you that 
unless your 

righteousness surpasses 
that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not 

enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

Mark 7:6-7

Rightly did Isaiah prophesy 
of you hypocrites, as it is 

written: 
“This people honors Me 
with their lips, But their 

heart is far away from Me. 
But in vain do they worship 
Me, Teaching as doctrines 

the precepts of men.”



Miracles
In the New Testament, there are about 36 
miracles performed by Jesus. They are 
generally grouped into miracles over the 
natural and the supernatural realms. Jesus 
demonstrated authority over demons (6), over 
nature (9), over sickness (18) and over death 
(3). These miracles demonstrate the kingdom 
authority of Jesus over all things on heaven 
and earth. When reading miracle accounts of 
Jesus, it is helpful to ask, “What does this 
miracle signify?” Miracles are best understood 
as signs that reveal something about God. 

Jesus demonstrated authority over the 
supernatural by showing his miraculous power 
over demons. The gospel writers record 6 
separate situations when Jesus commanded 
demons to come out of people. The demons 
knew who He was, begged for mercy, and 
obeyed the orders of Jesus. They were 
silenced and cast out, and the people were 
delivered from their blindness, from muteness, 
and from violence. What do these miracles 
signify? That Jesus has authority over all 
created beings in the heavenly realm, showing 
Himself as the King of the kingdom of heaven. 
“But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon 
you” (Matthew 12:28).

The miracles over the natural realm include 
miracles over water, land, sickness and even 
death. What do these miracles signify? Many 
of the “I am” statements of Jesus were linked 
to a corresponding miracle over the natural 
realm. For these, the significance is clear. For 
those miracles that weren't linked to an “I am" 
statement nonetheless pointed to the identity, 
authority, power and character of Jesus. Jesus 
never healed without the miracle becoming a 
teachable moment. 

Relationships
Jesus’ relationships speak much about the 
heart of God. Who did God Himself seek out 
during His earthly ministry? The Pharisees 
noticed Jesus’ preoccupation with people who 
were not highly esteemed by others. 
Prostitutes, tax collectors, lepers, uneducated 
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Miracle

Event which may seem 
contrary to nature and 

which signifies an act in 
which God reveals 
himself to man . . . 

In every case God 
performed the miracle 

not merely as a 
“wonder” to inspire awe 

in man but as a “sign” 
to draw men to himself.

Baker Encyclopedia of 
the Bible (Vol. 2)

Learning Activity:

For larger classes, 
divide the class into 
groups of 3 or 4 and 

complete the activity.  
Assign different 

statements to the 
different groups. After 

5 minutes, have 
smaller groups share 
their discoveries with 

the larger class.

Look at the 
Scriptures beside the 

“I am” statements 
listed on page 5. Find 

which of the I am 
statements were 

linked to a miracle 
over nature. How did 

the corresponding 
miracle strengthen 

Jesus’ “I am” claim?

Active Learning

What is your 
favorite miracle? 
Pair off with one 
other class 
member. Explain 
why it is your 
favorite.

Now, re-examine 
the details of the 
miracle story. What 
does the miracle 
signify about 
Jesus? Discuss 
with your partner.

Active Learning

See if you can list, 
from memory, the 
nine miracles over 
nature.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.



fishermen, Samaritan half-breeds, and the sick 
were types of people Jesus went after. He 
explained to the Pharisees that it’s the sick, not 
the healthy, who need a doctor (Matthew 9:12).

What does this say about God? It says that 
God came to rescue sinners who would 
receive and trust Him. He wasn't repelled by 
sinners, but drawn to them. The kinds of 
people who were admitted into the kingdom 
understood their need for Jesus and were 
willing to ask for His grace and mercy. They 
could see in the eyes of Jesus the compassion 
and love of God. They were noticed and they 
were wanted. Others, like the Pharisees, 
stumbled over Jesus’ teachings that no one 
could be reconciled to God the Father apart 
from Him. No one. Not even the most 
respectable person in the eyes of men. Not 
even the most rigorous follower of the law. The 
kingdom of God is for those humble enough to 
know they need Jesus.

Conclusion

The story of Israel is like the story of many who 
find themselves on a treadmill of rebellion and 
spurts of self-righteousness. Eventually, God 
brings everyone to acknowledge their own 
limits—they realize that they are not the hero of 
their own story. We need a hero to rescue us. 
Jesus came into the world to rescue sinners as 
only God Himself can.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What are the top three truths from this lesson 
that most strengthened Jesus’ claim as the 
king of God’s kingdom?

2. Reread the quote on page 6. Do you think any 
Pharisees were granted entrance into God’s 

Session 4   first [place] love  pg. �  of �8 10

See and 
Share Time:

At the close of 
each Sunday 
School session, 
we encourage 
a time of 
sharing. We 
call this See 
and Share time
—a time to 
share with 
others 
something new 
or exciting that 
you see about 
Jesus as a 
result of this 
week’s study. 

God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

Once you begin to 
understand that Jesus 

is in fact God, and that 
he is in a unique and 

exclusive relationship 
with God the Father, 

you also begin to 
understand that if you 
want to know the God 
who created you, then 

you need to know 
Jesus. There’s just no 

other way.

Greg Gilbert



kingdom? Why or why not? Why do you think a 
group of people as dedicated as the Pharisees 
were to God didn’t think Jesus was God? 

3. If you were someone from a New Testament 
story who met Jesus, who would you be? A 
Pharisee, a tax collector, a fisherman, a 
disciple, someone healed, etc. 

4. What is something about today’s lesson that 
you would like to discuss with a family member 
or friend?

5. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of 
love and surrender to Jesus, using 
discoveries from the See and Share time.
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Introduction

In 2014, Chloe McCardel completed the 
longest documented open-water solo swim 
ever. She completed her swim between two 
islands in the Bahamas after 42 and 1/2 hours 
and 78 miles. Her husband said “she has spent 
her entire swimming career preparing" for this 
achievement. 

To fully understand the magnitude of 
McCardel’s accomplishment, one must have a 
sense of scale in mind. One mile is just over 
the length of 32 olympic-sized swimming pools. 
Her journey would have equaled over 2,500 
pool lengths. The longest olympic event is only 
30 pool lengths, just short of a mile. Compared 
to other trained swimmers, her feat is 
astounding. Compared to non-swimmers, even 
more so. As great as her accomplishment is, 
even more perspective is in order.
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                                                                        LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

?  

How have you 
compared 
yourself to 
others—
physical 
appearance, 
fitness level, 
church 
involvement, 
kids’ activities, 
net worth, 
friendship 
circles, 
possessions, 
other?   

Discuss why we 
tend to compare 
ourselves to 
others.

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding sin, 
what the cross accomplished, and what living in light of the cross looks like.

@home SESSION FIVE: Jesus’ Cross

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. The Wages of Sin: Everyone falls under the same judgment

DAY 2 II. The Cross of Purpose: The ancient plan of God’s love

DAY 3
III. The Cross Works: Power to defeat darkness, forgive, cleanse & transform to love
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

29-year-old Australian 
swimmer Chloe McCardel

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 

There is one gospel, as 
there is one Jesus, but 

there are many facets to 
this gospel, as there are 

infinite excellencies 
in Jesus.

Jared C. Wilson



At its widest east-west distance, the Pacific 
Ocean is 12,300 miles. It’s true that McCardel 
can swim so much farther than the average 
person. But compared to the width of the 
Pacific, her astonishing 78-mile distance is a 
measly .63% of the distance. That’s less than 
1%. Everyone, including McCardel, is a “sub-
one-percent-er” when measured by the Pacific. 

I. The Wages of Sin

This story illustrates a truth about our 
relationship with God. Sin creates a 
relationship gulf between us and God that no 
one can cross. When people compare 
themselves to each other, some seem so much 
better off than others. Others seem so far 
behind, committing sins of word and deed so 
beneath normal levels of decency. 

The truth, however, is that wherever one 
places in the pack of humanity—closer to the 
front or falling behind—all are “sub-one-
percent-ers.” No one is even close to the 
standard of God’s righteousness. Compared to 
others, our best might seem pretty good, but 
compared to God, “All of us have become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts 
are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6, NIV). Romans 
3:23 uses the same word “all” to describe the 
human condition: “for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.”  

The best righteousness we can muster, no 
matter how good compared to others, falls so 
short of God’s glory He considers it filth. Until 
this is understood and embraced, it will be 
impossible to desire or receive the grace of 
God. “Only as we retain a sense of our own 
profound sinfulness can we retain a sense of 
the graciousness of grace” (Sinclair Ferguson).

Sin is inherited and practiced by everyone. We 
are so accustomed to our sins, we don’t 
understand their seriousness before God. 
Every one of our sins, big or small, points to a 
condition of the heart. Behind every sin is a 
heart that is in rebellion against its Creator—
what the Bible clearly condemns as idolatry. 
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Colossians 1:21

…you were formerly 
alienated and hostile in 

mind, engaged in evil 
deeds…

It’s hard for people to 
accept this description 

of evil in regard to 
their own behavior. 
Were we ever really 

that bad? We think, “I 
know I’ve been selfish 

at times; I may be 
insensitive and 

irresponsible now and 
then. But have my 

actions ever really been 
evil?” But again, that 

perspective merely 
reflects our habitually 

slackened standards 
and our failure to fully 

realize God’s rightful 
demands in light of his 

perfect glory and 
holiness and love. Who 

can say he is not 
addicted to always 

wanting to view 
himself in the best 

light? And who has 
ever been in the 
regular habit of 

measuring her actions 
against the holy light 

of God? The fact is, the 
Greek word translated 
as “evil” in describing 

our behavior in 
Colossians 1:21 is the 

same word used to 
describe Satan and his 

demons. It’s severe 
language, for sure. 

Trust me, we’re all a 
lot worse off than we 

think we are.

Tullian Tchividjian

[Idolatry is] a 
suicidal exchange 
of infinite value 
and beauty for 
some fleeting, 
inferior substitute.

John Piper

John 3:18, 36

He who believes in 
Him is not judged; he 
who does not believe 
has been judged 
already, because he 
has not believed in 
the name of the only 
begotten Son of 
God. . . He who 
believes in the Son 
has eternal life; but 
he who does not obey 
the Son will not see 
life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him.

In essence, the 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ is Jesus 
Christ himself. In 
substance, the 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ is a 
revelation of his 
infinite excellencies. 
The gospel would 
not be a gospel at all 
if it should deliver 
us from evil, make 
us good people, and 
bring us heaven—if 
it did all of this (and 
more)—apart from 
Jesus. The point of 
the deep gospel is 
the high exaltation 
of the Son of God.

Jared C. Wilson



Every day, we navigate thousands of thoughts, 
words and actions. Conservative estimates are 
that, on average, we have 20,000 thoughts, 
and between 7,000 and 20,000 spoken words 
every day (depending on gender…just sayin’). 
Jesus said we would have to answer for every 
careless word (see above) that we say 
(Matthew 12:36). Paul reminds us that even 
every thought must become captive to the 
Lordship of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). For the 
sake of argument, let us say that we only sin 
three times a day (one thought, one word, and 
one action or failure to act). Over a 70-year 
lifetime, that’s over 75,000 words, thoughts or 
actions that have overflowed out of rebellion, 
idolatry, and spiritual idolatry—and that’s with a 
relatively blameless person. Add to that what 
are commonly considered “big” sins against 
God, and there’s a truckload of 
unrighteousness for which we all must pay. 

Jesus created us for Himself (Colossians 1:15, 
John 1:3, 1 Corinthians 8:6, Hebrews 1:2), but 
when we sin, we live for ourselves and are 
unfaithful to Him. This is an offense to the glory 
of God, is morally wrong, and makes us an 
enemy of God (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:21, 
Hebrews 10:27). “You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with the world is hostility 
toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 
of God” (James 4:4). Only a God who has 
rightful claim to us relationally, can judge our 
sin as spiritual adultery against Himself.

The result of enmity with God is God’s wrath 
and righteous judgment—“the wrath of God 
abides on him” (John 3:36). The wrath of God 
is ultimately expressed in eternal separation 
from God after this life on earth expires. Jesus 
is appointed by Triune God as the Final Judge. 
For enemies of God, Jesus will say, “I never 
knew you; depart from me” into a place John 
calls the “second death” (Revelation 2:11, 20:6, 
14, 21:8). Understanding sin, and the wrathful 
judgement of God against it, is foundational to 
understanding the love and grace of God 
showcased on the cross.
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

God is strong 
enough to bear the 
monotony of our 
daily sin; he has 
placed that burden 
on his Son, who 
bore it obediently 
and sacrificially, 
who took it to the 
cross and killed it, 
covering all debts 
for us, public and 
private, from the 
foundation of the 
world until the 
streaming nightless 
days of eternity. 

Jared C. Wilson

Where the idea of 
the wrath of God is 
ignored, there also 
will there be no 
understanding of 
the central 
conception of the 
Gospel.

Emil Brunner



II.  The Cross of Purpose

The Cross of Love
John Stott, in The Incomparable Christ, 
explains that it is not only the holiness of God 
which must be satisfied by the just punishment 
of sin. His love is also satisfied. He “is resolved 
to satisfy personally his own inner being of love 
and justice!” The wrath of God and the love of 
God are completely poured out to their full 
extent on the cross. On the cross, the full wrath 
of God stored up for all of humanity was 
poured out solely upon His Son. And on the 
cross, the fullness of His love was poured out 
on all of humanity, solely through His Son. 

"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us" (Rom. 5:8). “The cross is proof that God 
loves sinners” (Jared C. Wilson). We must 
never allow our emotions or circumstances to 
overrule the truth of the matter. To do so 
displaces Christ from the throne of the heart, 
and, practically, the lie operates as if it were 
true. The cross tells us how God feels about us 
despite the depths of our unrighteousness. The 
cross reveals His depth of love. Only a Triune 
God with this kind of love would be “pleased to 
crush” God the Son (Isaiah 53:10-12). Because 
this love is not deserved by anyone, the cross 
showcases the glory of our loving God. 

The Cross Expected
It’s hard to imagine, but the cross was not an 
afterthought. It was no Plan B. It was in the 
mind of God at creation. Jesus is described in 
Scripture as the Lamb of God from “the 
foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8, 1 
Peter 1:20). The Book of Acts records that 
Jesus was “handed over to you by God’s 
deliberate plan and foreknowledge” (Acts 
2:23). 

The cross was foreshadowed and foretold in 
the Old Testament. It was predicted by Jesus 
Himself in the New Testament. He understood, 
in advance, that He was sent by God for this 
cross-bound rescue mission.
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Excruciating

From Latin, literally 
meaning “out of 
the cross.” It 
means torturous 
mental or physical 
pain. The physical, 
spiritual, and 
emotional torture 
Jesus endured on 
the cross, for us, 
was so unique and 
extreme a new 
word was needed 
to describe it.

Let the cross silence 
the Devil's slanders 
and convince you of 
the wonder of God's 
love.

Sinclair Ferguson

Learning Activity:

Discuss the following 
with your class in small 

or large group.

AGREE/ DISAGREE:

As an understanding 
of the majesty of 

King Jesus 
increases, love for 

Him increases.

How does the cross of 
Christ impact your 

answer? 

Explain your position. 

?  

Have you ever 
doubted that God 
really loves you? 

What were the 
circumstances in 

your life that 
contributed to those 

doubts?

What are the kinds 
of things that result 

from doubting God’s 
love? 

Discuss how the cross 
comforts in times of 

such doubts. 

Discuss how the cross 
can be an anchor that 
stabilizes confidence 

in God's love. 

How can it guard 
against idolatry?   

?  

If God could do a 
“re-do,” would He 
create us again if 
He knew it would 
involve the Son 
going to the 
cross again?

Support your 
answer with 
Scripture. 



Foreshadowed in Old Testament Pictures
The cross is foreshadowed in many Old 
Testament stories. Jared C. Wilson provides 
great examples of the cross of Christ 
foreshadowed in Old Testament stories (see 
left sidebar). Numbers 16 provides another 
compelling example:

The sons of Korah had just mounted a 
rebellion against Moses. God orchestrated a 
showdown that would confirm to His people 
whom He had appointed as Israel’s rightful 
leaders. God’s judgment was severe: the 
rebellion who “spurned the LORD” was 
eliminated through consuming fire; the earth 
swallowed the rest. The following day, the 
surviving people had the audacity to complain 
about God’s choice. God told Moses and Aaron 
to step aside while He poured out His wrath,  
like a tsunami wave of death, to sweep away 
the congregation. What happened next 
foreshadowed the work of Christ on the cross:

Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer and put 
in it fire from the altar, and lay incense on it; 
then bring it quickly to the congregation and 
make atonement for them, for wrath has gone 
forth from the Lord, the plague has begun!” 
Then Aaron took it as Moses had spoken, and 
ran into the midst of the assembly, for behold, 
the plague had begun among the people. So he 
put on the incense and made atonement for the 
people. He took his stand between the dead 
and the living, so that the plague was checked. 
But those who died by the plague were 14,700, 
besides those who died on account of Korah. 
Then Aaron returned to Moses at the doorway 
of the tent of meeting, for the plague had been 
checked (Numbers 16:46-50).

This story uncovers several features of the 
cross. The magnitude of the wrath of God is 
vividly understood. This is the same wrath that 
Jesus bore on the cross, but also for the sins of 
everyone who ever lived or will live. On the 
cross, Jesus was sent to take His stand 
between the wrath of God and the people. His 
self-sacrifice was acceptable to God and made 
atonement for the sins of the people. Here, and 
throughout the Old Testament, the cross is 
foreshadowed.
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          Jesus is the true 
and better Isaac who is 
not only offered by his 

father on the mount but 
who was truly sacrificed 

for us all. While God 
said to Abraham: “Now 

I know you truly love 
me, because you did not 
withhold your son, your 

only son, from me.” Now 
we, at the foot of the 

cross, can say to God: 
“Now we know you love 

us because you did not 
withhold your Son, your 

only Son, whom you 
love, from us.” 

Jesus is the true and 
better Joseph, who is at 

the right hand of the 
king, and forgives those 

who betrayed and sold 
him and uses his power 

to save them. 

Jesus is the true and 
better Moses, who stands 

in the gap between the 
people and the LORD 
and mediates the new 

covenant.

Jared C. Wilson

Active Learning

Divide your class 
into teams of no 
more than four. 

Challenge each 
team to come up 
with as many 
additional details as 
possible from 
Numbers 16 that 
foreshadow the 
cross of Christ. 

Then discuss how 
God deals with 
modern day sins 
similar to the ones 
found in Numbers 
16. How is God the 
same? Has He 
changed? Defend 
your answer in light 
of the cross of 
Christ.

The apex of the 
glory of God is the 
grace of God, and 
the apex of the 
grace of God is the 
slaughter of the 
Lamb of God.

John Piper



Foretold Directly in the Old Testament
While many Old Testament scriptures are 
fulfilled by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, 
none are as clear as the foretelling of the 
"suffering servant" in Isaiah 53. More than 700 
years before the cross, Isaiah predicts that 
God would strike, afflict, pierce, crush, and 
scourge Jesus as the Lamb of God. Jesus 
would take upon Himself our iniquities and 
transgressions and became our guilt offering. 
Paul's description of Christ’s atonement serves 
as a summary for Isaiah’s Messianic prophecy.  
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Foreseen by Jesus
No less than 40 times, Jesus stated that He 
was sent by God. “For the Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Luke 19:10). “This is eternal life, that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3). Jesus 
understood that the express purpose of His 
visitation to planet Earth was to fulfill His role 
as the Lamb of God.

Jesus said “I lay down My life so that I may 
take it again. No one has taken it away from 
Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I 
have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again” (John 10:17). He 
knew what was in store for Him. He was in so 
much emotional and spiritual turmoil that His 
sweat was mixed with blood (Luke 22:44). He 
cried out,“My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as you will” (Matthew 26:39). 

Even with the dread of the cross and God’s 
wrath in mind, it was “for the joy set before 
Him" that He was willing to submit to the cross 
(Hebrews 12:2). He shared this joy with the 
Father, who was “pleased to crush” His Son 
(Isaiah 53:10). Jesus understood that the cross 
was in His future, and He embraced it. With joy.
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from Isaiah 53

He was despised and 
forsaken of men, A man of 

sorrows and acquainted  
with grief; And like one 

from whom men hide their 
face He was despised, and 

we did not esteem Him. 
Surely our griefs He 

Himself bore, And our 
sorrows He carried; Yet we 

ourselves esteemed Him 
stricken, Smitten of God, 
and afflicted. But He was 

pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities;
The chastening for our 

well-being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we 
are healed. All of us like 

sheep have gone astray,
Each of us has turned to 

his own way; But the Lord 
has caused the iniquity of 

us all To fall on Him.
He was oppressed and He 

was afflicted, Yet He did 
not open His mouth; Like a 

lamb that is led to 
slaughter, And like a sheep 

that is silent before its 
shearers, So He did not 
open His mouth . . . His 

grave was assigned with 
wicked men, Yet He was 

with a rich man in His 
death, Because He had 

done no violence, Nor was 
there any deceit in His 

mouth. But the Lord was 
pleased To crush Him, 

putting Him to grief; If He 
would render Himself as a 

guilt offering . . .
My Servant, will justify the 
many, As He will bear their 
iniquities. Therefore, I will 

allot Him a portion with the 
great, And He will divide 

the booty with the strong;
Because He poured out 

Himself to death, And was 
numbered with the 

transgressors; Yet He 
Himself bore the sin of 

many, And interceded for 
the transgressors.

Mark 10:22-24, 45

. . . He took the twelve 
aside and began to 
tell them what was 
going to happen to 
Him, saying, “Behold, 
we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man will be 
delivered to the chief 
priests and the 
scribes; and they will 
condemn Him to 
death and will hand 
Him over to the 
Gentiles. They will 
mock Him and spit on 
Him, and scourge Him 
and kill Him, and three 
days later He will rise 
again . . . For even the 
Son of Man did not 
come to be served, 
but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom 
for many.” 

?  

Are there any 
circumstances in 
which you would 
be pleased to 
crush your child 
for sinners? 

What does this 
say about God? 
About Jesus?

How is your love 
for Jesus 
impacted by this 
truth?

What was the 
“joy set before 
Him”? 

Use Scripture to 
support your 
conclusions.



III.  The Cross Works

The Cross Justifies
Jesus was our sinless sin-bearer. You were 
“redeemed…with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of 
Christ” (1 Peter 1:18-19). He took upon Himself 
the sin of the world. Then He paid the price for 
it. He was scourged for us, but the suffering 
didn't stop there. He was nailed to the cross, 
but that wasn’t all. The sin debt wasn’t paid off 
yet. Then God’s wrath was poured out on Him. 

While on the cross, Jesus realized that His 
sacrifice had its full effect. “Knowing that all 
things had already been accomplished . . . He 
said, ‘It is finished’ (John 19:28-30)! That three-
word phrase is translated from a single greek 
accounting word, tetelestai, meaning “paid in 
full.” He “canceled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us, which was 
hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross” (2 
Corinthians 2:14). The law is the “certificate of 
debt”—written decrees of which everyone has 
pitifully fallen short. Except Christ. He fulfilled 
the law’s demand for perfect righteousness. 
When he was nailed to the cross, the law was 
fulfilled. For us. “For our sake. . . that we might 
become the righteousness of God” (2 
Corinthians 5:21).

Because the sacrifice paid the debt in full, it 
only had to be made once. Jesus was the high 
priest who offered up this sacrifice “once for all 
when He offered up Himself” (Hebrews 7:27). 
There will never be an occasion when more 
forgiveness is needed than what was provided 
on the cross. The sacrifice of Jesus completely 
satisfied the justice of God for the sins of the 
world. There is no longer any “condemnation” 
from God, toward those justified by the 
sacrifice of Christ (Romans 8:1). 

Those who receive Him as Savior and Lord are 
justified. Justification takes place when God's 
justice was administered to an approved 
substitute. “He Himself is the propitiation 
[atoning sacrifice] for our sins; and not for ours 

Session 5   first [place] love  pg. �  of �7 12

Would I know the 
fulness and 

completeness of the 
salvation God has 

provided for sinners? 
Where shall I see it most 

distinctly? Shall I go to 
the general declarations 
in the Bible about God’s 

mercy? Shall I rest in 
the general truth that 
God is a God of love? 

Oh! no! I will look at the 
cross of Christ. I find no 
evidence like that. I find 

no balm for a sore 
conscience and a 

troubled heart like the 
sight of Jesus dying for 

me on the accursed tree. 
There I see that a full 

payment has been made 
for all my enormous 

debts. The curse of that 
law which I have 

broken, has come down 
on One who there 

suffered in my stead. 
The demands of that law 

are all satisfied. 
Payment has been made 

for me, even to the 
uttermost farthing. It 

will not be required 
twice over.    

Ah! I might sometimes 
imagine I was too bad to 

be forgiven. My own 
heart sometimes 

whispers that I am too 
wicked to be saved. But I 

know in my better 
moments this is all my 

foolish unbelief. I read 
an answer to my doubts 

in the blood shed on 
Calvary. I feel sure that 
there is a way to heaven 

for the very vilest of 
men, when I look at the 

cross.

J. C. Ryle

?  

When you sin as 
a Christian, what 
does God want 
you to do 
immediately?

Why is this 
sometimes 
difficult?

How can the 
cross connect 
you to God in 
such a way that 
sin loses its grip 
over time?

There’s an old play 
on the word 
justified—that it 
means “just-as-if-
I’d never sinned.” 
But here’s another 
way of saying it: 
“just-as-if-I’d 
always obeyed.”

Tullian Tchividjian



only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 
John 2:2). 

Jesus serves not only as the sacrificial lamb, 
but the High Priest as well. Hebrews 4:14-16 
describes Jesus’ High Priestly role as the basis 
for confidence in approaching God’s throne. 
Whenever believers lack confidence in 
approaching God in prayer and intimacy, it 
indicates a shift has taken place. The believer 
has shifted from a secure position of trusting in 
the finished work of Christ, to the despair of 
trusting his or her own filthy righteousness. 

The Cross Defeats the Enemy
The cross doesn’t just accomplish pardon for 
us, it also makes a cosmic statement to the 
spiritual enemies of God. In His work on the 
cross, Jesus “disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and disgraced them publicly; He 
triumphed over them by Him” (Colossians 
2:15). He isn’t just the Lamb of God, He is also 
the conquering Lion of Judah. Hebrews 2:14 
further explains, “through death He [Christ] 
might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil.” The power of 
sin and death has been decisively defeated at 
the cross.

The Cross Makes Righteous
The good news gets even better, not only did 
Jesus pay my sin-debt, but I also get credited 
with His perfectly righteous life. “For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). The cross not 
only justifies us, removing our sins as far as 
the east is from the west (Psalm 103:12), it 
also applies something new to our account—
His righteousness. In school terms, it’s like 
taking a test and failing, but someone else’s A+ 
gets credited to your grade book.

The Gospel is God’s Saving Power
“For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God” (1 
Corinthians 1:18). J. D. Greear observes that 
except for Jesus Christ Himself, nothing is 
called the power of God but the gospel of the 
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Our sin is imputed 
to him as if it were 
his,

and his 
righteousness is 
imputed to us as if it 
were ours.

Jared C. Wilson



cross. “Think of it like Jesus' command to the 
lame man to walk. When Jesus said, ‘Rise, 
take up your bed, and walk,' He was giving the 
lame man not only a command, but His words 
also gave the power to obey that command.” In 
the same way, the gospel is the power of God 
to declare that salvation is by faith in Christ and 
to activate faith in Christ to those who believe 
its message. “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).

The Gospel Changes People
Too often, believers understand the gospel as 
the set of beliefs one must accept to go to 
heaven. While this is true, it is not all that is 
true. The gospel is the good news that restores 
a broken relationship with God, resulting in 
eternal life. But it also results in total life 
change for the believer. 

Jesus “died for all, so that they who live might 
no longer live for themselves, but for Him who 
died and rose again on their behalf” (2 
Corinthians 5:15). Enemies of God live for 
themselves. Those who are saved and rooted 
in Christ live for Him. Christ increasingly reigns 
in the believer. He has “bought us with a price” 
and therefore we belong to Him (1 Corinthians 
7:23). “Jesus did not come to make slight 
alterations to our lifestyles. He called us to live 
for a completely different kingdom. To pick up 
His cross and live like He did” (J. D. Greear). 

Paul describes his new life in Christ by 
explaining “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself up for me” (Galatians 2:20). 
Christ living through you requires the continual 
death of self. Jesus explained that “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow 
Me” (Luke 9:23). The cross is the instrument by 
which we remain dead to idolatry and rebellion 
against God and submit to Christ for His 
kingdom purposes.

Session 5   first [place] love  pg. �  of �9 12

There is a sense in 
which every one of us is 

responsible for Jesus’ 
death. If you are not a 
Christian, you have to 

realize that you are 
rejecting Jesus right 

now. You refuse to 
acknowledge who he is 
and you hate the claim 

of authority he makes on 
your life. So do not kid 

yourself: if you had been 
there in that place and 
on that day 2,000 years 

ago, and if you had 
really understood what 

Jesus meant when he 
claimed to be Lord and 
Christ, you would have 

been lining up in that 
crowd to get rid of him. 

You would have been 
howling for his blood 

and insisting that he die. 
Every time you sin, you 

make it clear that you 
reject Jesus’ authority in 

your life and you add 
your voice to those in the 

crowd.

Mike McKinley



When Christ the King is adored as first love, 
and surrender to as Lord, the result is love. The 
hallmark evidence that Christ is Lord is treating 
people with the same love He treated others. 
He loved when it wasn’t deserved. He left the 
comfort of heaven to serve us, at great cost to 
Himself. He showed dignity without favoritism, 
befriended, taught, and made the ultimate 
sacrifice for us. “We love, because He first 
loved us. If someone says, “I love God,” and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who 
does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. And 
this commandment we have from Him, that the 
one who loves God should love his brother 
also” (1 John 4:19-21). 

“By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35). Paul Tripp describes 
this as “cruciform love,” because it is love 
patterned after the cross. When empowered by 
the Spirit, believers who truly understand the 
depths of their sin, and God’s grace in Christ, 
are also able to love others as follows:

• willing self-sacrifice
• for the good of another
• even when the other is not deserving
• without expecting repayment

Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant 
highlights God’s disgust with those who 
withhold cruciform love from those who don’t 
deserve it. Those who have no intention of 
loving in this way truly do not understand God’s 
grace, or worse. When surrendered to the 
Spirit’s control, Christians are able to truly love 
as He loves. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control” (Galatians 5:22-23). Forgiving others is 
not a work that earns salvation, but it is a fruit 
of those truly saved by radical grace. 

Imagine how churches and families would be 
transformed if cruciform love were normal, 
rather than unusual. Believers preach the 
gospel of the cross when they demonstrate 
such love in their families, churches, and 
community.
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Matthew 18:23-35

. . . the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he had 

begun to settle them, one 
who owed him ten thousand 

talents [1 talent = 20 years of 
wages] was brought to him. 

But since he did not have the 
means to repay, his lord 

commanded him to be sold, 
along with his wife and 

children and all that he had, 
and repayment to be made. 

So the slave fell to the ground 
and prostrated himself before 

him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me and I will repay you 
everything.’ And the lord of 
that slave felt compassion 

and released him and forgave 
him the debt. But that slave 

went out and found one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii [100 days’ 
wages~ $10 thousand]; and 
he seized him and began to 

choke him, saying, ‘Pay back 
what you owe.’ So his fellow 
slave fell to the ground and 

began to plead with him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with 

me and I will repay you.’ But 
he was unwilling and went 

and threw him in prison until 
he should pay back what was 

owed. So when his fellow 
slaves saw what had 

happened, they were deeply 
grieved and came and 

reported to their lord all that 
had happened. Then 

summoning him, his lord said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave, I 

forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with 

me. Should you not also have 
had mercy on your fellow 

slave, in the same way that I 
had mercy on you?’ And his 

lord, moved with anger, 
handed him over to the 

torturers until he should repay 
all that was owed him. My 

heavenly Father will also do 
the same to you, if each of 

you does not forgive his 
brother from your heart.

?  

In light of the 
dollar or time 
amounts in 
Matthew 18, is 
the Pacific Ocean 
analogy too 
small, just right, 
or too large?

What do those 
amounts say 
about your sin 
debt? How can 
taking this to 
heart change the 
way you forgive 
others for their 
sins against you?

Is it possible to 
have “first place 
love” for King 
Jesus and hold 
grudges or 
withhold 
cruciform love?

Talent

Scholars do not 
agree on the 
conversion of a 
talent (75 lbs.) of 
ancient money to 
today’s money. All 
agree it was a 
massive amount of 
money ($ millions or 
$ billions). 

It is best understood 
in terms of days of 
work. 1 denarii = 1 
day’s wage. 1 talent 
= 6,000 days’ wages 
(or about 20 working 
years). Jesus was 
talking about an 
amount of debt that 
was 10,000 times 
that much.



Conclusion

Anyone setting out to swim the Pacific Ocean 
embarks on an impossible swim. The distance 
is just too far, just as God’s righteousness is 
too distant and unattainable for everyone. Only 
the gospel of Christ can accomplish for us what 
we could not. The cross justifies us and makes 
us righteous before God. It restores us to the 
Lordship of Christ and awakens our heart to 
love Him as our first love. Out of a heart rightly 
related to Christ, we truly love people as Jesus 
did. 

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

2. What does Numbers 16 tell us about the cross 
of Christ (page 5)? Where do you see yourself 
in that story?

3. When someone sins against you, how can the 
cross change your response to them? How can 
your response preach the gospel to them? 
What specific thing can you do this week to 
build a gospel bridge in a strained relationship
—so that your reaction to their sin preaches 
the good news of the cross? 

4. Does the grace of Christ as shown on the 
cross compel you to want to sin? If not, how 
does it compel you to live? Why?

5. What is something about today’s lesson that 
you would like to discuss with a family member 
or friend?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of 
love and surrender to Jesus, using 
discoveries from the See and Share time.
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See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. God wants us to respond to Jesus 

with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).
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Introduction

In 1995, O.J. Simpson was on trial for the 1994 
murders of his ex-wife and her friend. This is 
remembered as the most publicized criminal 
trial in American history. All evidence seemed 
to point to “O.J.”s guilt. The key piece of 
evidence that unraveled the prosecution’s case 
was a blood-stained glove collected at the 
scene of the crime. Johnnie Cochran, O.J.’s 
high-profile lawyer, said to the jury “if it doesn’t 
fit, you must acquit!”  The glove appeared not 
to fit, and the jury did just that, they acquitted 
O.J. Simpson on the basis of reasonable 
doubt. Many consider this one of the biggest 
blunders of justice in criminal trial history.

For the last several weeks, we have been 
looking at Jesus Christ. The inspired Old and 
New Testaments, angels, demons, prophets, 
enemies, Jesus Himself and His miraculous 
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                                                                          LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

?  

What if Jesus 
died for our 
sins on the 
cross and then 
stayed dead?

Wasn’t the 
cross enough?

Jesus’ 
resurrection is a 
great ending to 
a tragic story, 
but why was it 
absolutely 
necessary to 
save us? 

Discuss.

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding the 
glory of the resurrection and its impact on the believer’s life. 

@home SESSION SIX: Jesus’ Resurrection

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. His Glory Revealed: The glory of Christ as seen in the resurrection

DAY 2 II. Our Hope Revealed: His resurrection is our hope

DAY 3
III. Worship With Love and Life: God expects us to worship Christ in love and life
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 

O.J. Simpson in court, trying 
on the glove purported to be 
used in the 1994 murders of 

his ex-wife and friend.



works all testified that Jesus is both Savior and 
LORD God in the flesh. In any court of law, this 
is a lock-tight case—Jesus is worthy of the 
supreme love and devotion of the universe. 
However, under God’s inspiration, Paul makes 
a calculated move to make an even stronger 
case. He makes all of the former information 
about Christ contingent upon one fact: the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. If the resurrection 
happened, Jesus is who He claimed to be. If it 
didn’t, the evidence is circumstantial, Jesus is 
a fake, and anyone preaching Jesus is lying 
about God (1 Corinthians 15:15).

Like a member of the jury, we are invited to 
examine one piece of evidence that is so 
central, that the entire case for Christ unravels 
without it. “If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins” (1 
Corinthians 15:17). Either this was the greatest 
blunder in apologetics history, or the greatest 
assurance that any hope and faith in Christ is 
well-placed. 

The following is a brief summary of the reasons 
for confidence in the historical truthfulness of 
the resurrection.  

Jesus’ Predictions—Jesus taught multiple 
times, and with great detail, that He would be 
killed and arise in three days (Matthew 17:23, 
Mark 8:31, 10:34, Luke 9:22, etc.). "The Son of 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to 
death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 
who will mock him and spit on him, flog him 
and kill him. Three days later he will rise” (Mark 
10:32-34). If Jesus is God, He is incapable of 
error, even in testimony concerning Himself. 

Empty Tomb—It is a historical fact that the 
tomb where Jesus’ body was laid on Friday 
was empty on Sunday morning. No alternative 
explanation for the empty tomb is able to stand 
up under factual scrutiny or compete with the 
resurrection explanation. But even the empty 
tomb is not enough to produce faith in Jesus. 
Without the appearances of the Risen Lord, the 
empty tomb would just be an unsolved mystery.
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Colossians 1:18

He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so 
that He Himself will come 

to have first place in 
everything.

Jesus kept his word to 
his followers; he 

suffered, and then he 
rose. If he was able to 

keep that promise, you 
can be sure that he will 
keep all of his promises 

to you. 

So when you lose your 
job or illness comes, 

remember the promise 
that God makes in his 
word: “God will meet 

all your needs 
according to the riches 

of his glory in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 

4:19)

. . . And when sin and 
temptation are clinging 
closely, remember that 
God promises that they 

will not overwhelm 
you: “God is faithful; 
he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what 

you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, 

he will also provide a 
way out so that you 

can endure it” (1 
Corinthians 10:13). . . 

He has risen. If he kept 
a promise to rise from 

the dead, you can be 
sure that he will keep 

every other promise as 
well.

Mike McKinley

Death and sin and 
the devil took their 
best shot; they did 
their worst; they 
killed the Son of 
God. But Jesus 
wasn’t defeated. He 
has risen. Death, 
the great implacable 
enemy of all 
humanity, which 
reduces all our 
achievements and 
accumulations to 
dust, has been 
crushed. And so 
where else are you 
going to find a 
Savior like this?

Mike McKinley

Luke 18:31-33

Jesus took the Twelve 
aside and told them, 
“We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and 
everything that is 
written by the 
prophets about the 
Son of Man will be 
fulfilled. He will be 
handed over to the 
Gentiles. They will 
mock him, insult him 
and spit on him; they 
will flog him and kill 
him. On the third day 
he will rise again.”

Luke 9:22

[Jesus said:] “The Son 
of Man must suffer 
many things and be 
rejected by the elders 
and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed 
and be raised up on 
the third day.”



Physical Appearances—Jesus’ resurrection 
was different than the raising of Lazarus and 
others who were raised from the dead—they all 
eventually died again. Jesus’ resurrection 
transformed his mortal body into an ever-
lasting heavenly body. His transformed body 
ate food, drank, was touched, listened, 
produced talking, had physical scars, walked, 
and was able to grasp objects to build a fire 
and cook and serve bread and fish. It was also 
different in some ways—able to pass through 
grave clothes and suddenly appear and 
disappear, for example, along a road and in a 
locked room. While it’s impossible to fully grasp 
the nature of his resurrection body, we can be 
assured it was no hallucination or spiritual 
experience alone. His body permanently 
overcame death in every way. 

The Disciples’ Reaction—Apart from the 
resurrection, skeptics have been unable to 
explain the disciples’ radical sacrifices and 
powerful authority in spreading the gospel of 
the Risen Lord. Only the resurrection could 
transform them from depressed, fearful 
followers of an executed leader into bold 
witnesses of the resurrection in the face of their 
own persecution and death. 

Witnesses—When Paul made the resurrection 
the pivotal piece of evidence, he appealed to 
human witnesses. “He appeared to Cephas 
[Peter], then to the twelve. After that He 
appeared to more than five hundred brethren 
at one time, most of whom remain until now, 
but some have fallen asleep; then He 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared to me also” (1 Corinthians 15:5-8). 
Not only are the number of witnesses 
staggering, but also the kinds of witnesses. 
Consider His unbelieving half-brother, James, 
who was converted only after seeing Him alive. 
Paul, was a Jewish zealot, determined to kill off 
Christians. Many of the original disciples saw 
Jesus’ death first hand, yet they were now 
convinced He conquered death. And finally, 
many of these witnesses were still alive for 
anyone to check out Paul’s claims. 
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ 
Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

We don’t tend to 
hope for too much 
from Jesus, but too 
little. He promises 
the world, beyond 
death; we demand 
from him a tweak 
here and there to 
our worlds now. He 
gives us perfect life, 
forever; we get 
downcast that our 
lives now are less 
than perfect. We set 
our hearts on a 
redemption that 
hasn’t been 
promised, and then 
get annoyed when 
God doesn’t deliver 
what he never said 
he would.

Mike McKinley

Resurrection

Act of being raised 
from the dead. A 
handful of times, 
individuals were 
brought back to life, 
only to die again. 
Jesus’ was raised 
from the dead to 
never die again.

“. . . the fact that 
Jesus’s body could 
pass through a 
solid object no 
more proves it was 
immaterial than his 
walking on water 
proves his feet are 
made of balsa 
wood . . .”

Baker Encyclopedia of 
Christian Apologetics



New Testament Accounts—The resurrection 
accounts in the New Testament have stood the 
test of serious scrutiny by the sharpest of 
skeptical scholars. If the resurrection story was 
“doctored” by its original authors, or later 
editors, they would not have included the 
testimony of women or the variances in details 
such as the number of angels at the tomb or 
the order in which people first saw Jesus. 
These details of the different gospel accounts 
serve to strengthen their credibility as 
authentic, unaltered eye-witness testimonies of 
an actual historical event.

There are many other strong reasons to 
believe in the resurrection. So many that this 
topic alone fills library bookshelves. Further, 
skeptics on the side of unbelief have failed to 
provide any persuasive evidence to conclude 
the resurrection isn’t the best and only fit for 
the evidence. When it comes to resurrection 
evidence, even Johnnie Cochran would have 
to conclude that “the glove fits!”

“To these He also presented Himself alive after 
His suffering, by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a period of forty days 
and speaking of the things concerning the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).

I. His Glory Revealed

The story of the transfiguration of Jesus in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke give the disciples a 
glimpse of the resurrection glory of Christ. The 
radiance of Jesus’ glory was experienced as an 
actual glow from his face so bright it illuminated 
His clothing. It was, in a sense, a “leaking” of 
His eternal, heavenly glory temporarily 
concealed by His mortal flesh. This terrified the 
disciples. Why? Though Peter had just 
confessed that Jesus was the Messiah and 
God’s Son (Matthew 16:16), he was now 
seeing physically what only his eyes of faith 
had seen. Jesus was actually radiating the 
glory of God! The disciples were seeing what 
Paul later described as “the glory of God in the 
face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).
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The New Testament 
teaches that God sent 

the Holy Spirit to glorify 
Jesus as the Son of God. 

Jesus said, “When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he 

will guide you into all 
the truth.... He will 
glorify me” (John 

16:13). . . He enables us 
to see Jesus as he really 

was, so that he is 
irresistibly true and 

beautiful. 

The apostle stated the 
problem of our 

blindness and the 
solution like this: “The 

god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God . . . 
For God, who said, ‘Let 

light shine out of 
darkness,’ has shone in 

our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ” (2 

Corinthians 4:4, 6).

A saving knowledge of 
Christ crucified and 
risen is not the mere 

result of right reasoning 
about historical facts. It 
is the result of spiritual 

illumination to see those 
facts for what they really 

are: a revelation of the 
truth and glory of God 
in the face of Christ—

who is the same 
yesterday today and 

forever.

John Piper

?  

What are the top 
three reasons 
you believe the 
resurrection 
actually 
happened?

Are there other 
reasons not 
mentioned in this 
lesson you could 
share with others 
in the class?

Matthew 17:2-9

And He was 
transfigured before 
them; and His face 
shone like the sun, and 
His garments became 
as white as light . . . 
While he was still 
speaking, a bright 
cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a 
voice out of the cloud 
said, “This is My 
beloved Son, with 
whom I am well-
pleased; listen to Him!” 
When the disciples 
heard this, they fell ace 
down to the ground 
and were terrified. And 
Jesus came to them 
and touched them and 
said, “Get up, and do 
not be afraid.” And 
lifting up their eyes, 
they saw no one 
except Jesus Himself 
alone. As they were 
coming down from the 
mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, 
saying, “Tell the vision 
to no one until the Son 
of Man has risen from 
the dead.” 



Six days earlier, Jesus stated He would one 
day “come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels” (Matthew 16:27). Jesus was building a 
case for his resurrection and second-coming 
glory and gave them a glory experience to 
ratify these claims. While the transfiguration of 
Christ previewed His glory on a smaller scale, 
the resurrection would be the first full unveiling 
of Jesus’ return to heavenly glory. 

But this mountain top glory experience was 
curiously followed by a prediction of His death 
and resurrection and instructions to keep His 
transfiguration concealed. “He gave them 
orders not to relate to anyone what they had 
seen, until the Son of Man rose from the 
dead” (Mark 9:9). He wanted the full weight of 
His resurrection glory to have its maximum 
impact, so He asked them to let the 
resurrection itself do all the talking. 

So, in what ways does the resurrection shine 
forth the glories of Christ? 

Sonship Universally Declared 
The Sonship of Jesus had already been 
declared in various ways, even by the Father’s 
audible voice from heaven at Jesus’ baptism 
and transfiguration. But in a more emphatic, 
decisive, and universal way, Jesus was 
“declared the Son of God with power by the 
resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4). The 
resurrection declared to all, both in heaven and 
on earth, for all nations, and for all times that 
Jesus is God’s unique Son.

Sonship of David Declared to Israel
The resurrection event declared to Israel that 
Jesus fulfilled the most exclusive of Messianic 
prophecies. Acts 13:32-36 explains that the 
resurrection fulfilled the promises that 1) the 
Messiah of God would not decay in the grave, 
2) King David would have an heir on his throne 
unto eternity, 3) the Messiah would be declared 
by God to be His living, eternal Son, 4) 
forgiveness of sins is now possible, and 5) real 
spiritual freedom is found in Christ apart from 
the law.

“And we preach to you the good news of the 
promise made to the fathers, that God has 
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. . . our faith is founded 
on the fact that the Jesus 

who was crucified and 
buried later rose from 

the dead in glory and is 
seated at the right hand 

of God the Father in 
heaven. Our salvation is 

not found in his teaching 
or his philosophy or his 
example; if it were, we 

wouldn’t need him to be 
alive. We could just read 
about him and his ways. 
But Jesus himself is our 

Savior. A dead Jesus 
couldn’t save anyone. 
But Jesus isn’t dead. 

He’s alive right now—

Mike McKinley

John 2:18-20

The Jews then said to 
Him, “What sign do 
You show us as your 
authority for doing 
these things?” Jesus 
answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will 
raise it up.” The Jews 
then said, “It took 
forty-six years to build 
this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three 
days?” But He was 
speaking of the 
temple of His body. 
So when He was 
raised from the dead, 
His disciples 
remembered that He 
said this; and they 
believed the Scripture 
and the word which 
Jesus had spoken.

Glory

Usually describing 1) 
the revealed presence 

of God, 2) the infinite 
importance and beauty 

of God, 3) the infinite 
worth and beauty of all 

of His characteristics, or 
4) the response of 

worship to the above. 

“His glory is the open 
revelation of the secret of 

His holiness . . . The 
holiness of God is His 

concealed glory. The glory 
of God is His revealed 

holiness.” 
 

John Piper 

“Glory is the outshining of 
internal excellence.” 

Jonathan Edwards

?  

How does the 
definition and 
quotes about 
glory (top left) 
relate to our 
theme of first 
place love?

Discuss your 
thoughts as a 
class.



fulfilled this promise to our children in that He 
raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the 
second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today I have 
begotten You.’ “As for the fact that He raised 
Him up from the dead, no longer to return to 
decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I will give 
you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 
“Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘You 
will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’ 
“For David, after he had served the purpose of 
God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was 
laid among his fathers and underwent decay; 
but He whom God raised did not undergo 
decay. “Therefore let it be known to you, 
brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone 
who believes is freed from all things, from which 
you could not be freed through the Law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:32-36).

“Impossible” Promises Kept
His resurrection proved He will never fail to do 
all that He said He will do. This was no surprise 
to the angels at the tomb who gave the women 
an “I told you so” of biblical proportions.“Why 
do you seek the living One among the dead? 
He is not here, but He has risen. Remember 
how He spoke to you while He was still in 
Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again” (Luke 
24:5-7).

Jesus made the kinds of promises and claims 
that no one but the Son of God could fulfill. His 
resurrection promises reveal the glory of His 
sovereignty to make promises and the power 
to keep them all. If Jesus failed to come back 
to life as He promised, He would also fail to be 
the Resurrection and the Life for all who would 
put their faith in Him (John 11:25). 

The Approval of His Sacrifice
Anyone can be put to death on a cross. Jesus’ 
cross is uniquely able to save only when linked 
to the resurrection. The resurrection validated 
that 1) Jesus fulfilled the righteous 
requirements of the law perfectly and 2) Jesus 
was our sin-bearer on the cross and He 
accomplished full payment for our sin debt 
once and for all. His resurrection was God the 
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If you want to see 
some of God’s glory, 
you can look at a 
sunset. But if you 
really want to see it, 
look at Jesus. Jesus 
Christ is the image 
of the invisible God 
(Colossians 1: 15). 
Jesus Christ is the 
radiance of the glory 
of God (Hebrews 1: 
3). He is the Word of 
God (John 1: 1), the 
revelation of His 
heart. What the 
universe, the 
heavens, could not 
reveal about God 
and His attributes, 
Jesus does . . . in 
spectacular, blinding 
array. In Jesus, we 
see the glory of God 
in stunning clarity 
and brilliance. And 
this is the sweetest 
gift of the gospel. 
Yes, through the 
gospel, we get our 
sins forgiven. Yes, we 
are set free from 
shame. Yes, we gain 
entrance into an 
eternal place where 
we never, ever suffer 
again. These things 
are staggering, but 
these things are not 
why the gospel is 
good news. They are 
not ultimate, but 
penultimate. The 
gospel is good news 
because in the gospel 
we finally see a glory 
that will totally 
satisfy us and 
enthrall us forever— 
the glory of God. 

Matt Papa



Father’s seal of approval that He perfectly 
fulfilled His role as the unblemished Lamb of 
God. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 
5:21). Since Christ has been raised, our faith in 
Him is not worthless; we are not still dead in 
our sins (1 Corinthians 15:17).

Victory over Death
“Knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, is never to die again; death no longer 
is master over Him. For the death that He died, 
He died to sin once for all; but the life that He 
lives, He lives to God” (Romans 6:9-10). Once 
and for all, Jesus’ resurrection displayed his 
death-defying glory. Who but Jesus has 
stepped into the ring with death and survived 
its heaviest blow? He not only defeated death, 
but He beat it so impressively that death is no 
longer any match for us either, if we are in Him. 
His victory also won Him the right to be 
“appointed by God as Judge of the living and 
the dead” (Acts 10:42).

II.  Our Hope Revealed

The two men on the road to Emmaus, like all of 
the disciples, were sorrowful because their 
hope in Christ had ended in the crucifixion. 
They had been pinning their long anticipated 
hope for a political king on Jesus. He fulfilled 
these hopes, but in unexpected ways. Jesus 
was redeeming Israel with more stunning and 
eternal completion than they could 
comprehend. The resurrection supersedes 
lesser forms of hope in a number of ways. 

Hope of Heaven
For Christ, the resurrection reveals the glory of 
Christ. For us, the resurrection is a symbol of 
our hope. Because Jesus defeated death, our 
inheritance of hope is that death will have no 
sting (Hebrews 2:15). When Jesus arose, He 
became “the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). This simply 
means that He was the first to pass through 
death and exchange His mortal body for His 
heavenly body. He was the first, but all who 
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?  

In Luke 24:20, two 
men said of Jesus, 
“we had hoped 
that he was the 
one who was 
going to redeem 
Israel.”  

Do you know 
anyone who has  
ever been 
disappointed with 
God because He 
didn’t do what 
was being hoped 
of Him?

How does the 
resurrection 
show us that 
hope in Him is 
never 
disappointed?

Romans 6:5

For if we have 
become united with 
Him in the likeness of 
His death, certainly we 
shall also be in the 
likeness of His 
resurrection . . .

1 Thessalonians 4:14

For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God 
will bring with Him 
those who have fallen 
asleep in Jesus.

We don’t tend to hope 
for too much from Jesus, 

but too little. He 
promises the world, 

beyond death; we 
demand from him a 

tweak here and there to 
our worlds now. He gives 

us perfect life, forever; 
we get downcast that our 

lives now are less than 
perfect. We set our 

hearts on a redemption 
that hasn’t been 

promised, and then get 
annoyed when God 

doesn’t deliver what he 
never said he would.

Mike McKinley



have eternal life in Him will follow suit. “Now 
God has not only raised the Lord, but will also 
raise us up through His power” (1 Corinthians 
6:14).

This is the nature of our hope for heaven. What 
He accomplished becomes our inheritance.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you (1 Peter 
1:3-4).

Hope for Power
God had demonstrated His power over all of 
nature, through the glory of creation, and 
through miracles over creation. Since history 
began, however, there was a spiritual enemy it 
seemed even God could not challenge—death. 
The resurrection revealed that the power of 
God was not only limited to the natural, but 
also to the spiritual. Even death itself falls 
under the cosmic authority of Christ. 

In his letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul 
explains that the resurrection is the basis for 
the power God makes available to believers. 
This same resurrection power undergirds the 
reign of Christ over all things.

Eternal Life Now
Jesus made a stunning claim to Martha upon 
her brother Lazarus’ recent death. He told her 
that He Himself was the resurrection and the 
life. He asked her if she believed His claim. 
Martha affirmed her faith in Jesus, by calling 
Him Lord, the Messiah, God’s Son, and the 
One sent by God into the world. Her 
statements of belief were tested when Jesus 
asked the stone to be rolled away. Her earlier 
declarations of faith melted into fearful inaction, 
even resistance. Jesus then told her that if she 
really believed, she would “see the glory of 
God” (John 11:40). Then Jesus commanded 
Lazarus to “come forth” (John 11:43). And he 
did! Lazarus was raised back to life!

Session 6   first [place] love  pg. �  of �8 14

The risen Jesus ascended 
into heaven and poured 

out his Spirit on his 
people so that we can live 

our lives in his 
resurrection power.

Mike McKinley

Ephesians 1:18-23 

I pray that the eyes 
of your heart 1may be 

enlightened, so that you 
will know what is the hope 
of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of eHis 
inheritance in the saints, 

and what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. 

These are in accordance 
with the working of the 

strength of His might which 
He brought about in Christ, 

when He raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him 

at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above 

all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and 

every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also 
in the one to come. And He 

put all things in subjection 
under His feet, and gave 

Him as head over all things 
to the church, which is His 

body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all.

1 Thessalonians
                    4:13-18

But we do not want 
you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about those 
who are asleep, so 
that you will not grieve 
as do the rest who 
have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, 
even so God will bring 
with Him those who 
have fallen asleep in 
Jesus. For this we say 
to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who 
are alive and remain 
until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede 
those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord 
Himself will descend 
from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of 
the archangel and with 
the trumpet of God, 
and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we 
who are alive and 
remain will be caught 
up together with them 
in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and 
so we shall always be 
with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one 
another with these 
words.

John 11:25-26

Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me will live 

even if he dies, and 
everyone who lives and 

believes in Me will never 
die. Do you believe this?”



As stunning as Lazarus’ raising from the dead 
was to substantiate Jesus’ claim to be “the 
resurrection and the life,” nothing brought glory 
to Jesus like His own resurrection. Lazarus’ 
raising proved Jesus’ claims completely true. 
But His own resurrection from death to 
permanent eternal life proved true every claim 
ever made by Jesus and about Jesus. 

Because Jesus is alive, He is able to be our 
living Savior. He is God Himself, come to save. 
It is not His work on the cross that saves us; 
He Himself saves us. But not if He is dead. 
Faith in a dead person is ineffective—it doesn’t 
work. Jesus is still our resurrection and life, just 
as He was for Lazarus 2,000 years ago. Christ 
“is our life,” because He is alive (Colossians 
3:4). John testified that “these have been 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
you may have life in His name” (John 20:31) 
and “God has given us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son” (1 John 5:11).

III.  Worship with Love and Life

“We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 
4:19). The more a person gazes upon the 
holiness and goodness of God in the face of 
Christ, love for Christ deepens. Seeing the 
depths of our own personal sin through God’s 
holy eyes brings into sharper focus the nature 
of Jesus’ sacrifice. He not only paid the price 
for my sin, but for “whosoever believes” as well 
(John 3:16). The price He paid to redeem 
rebellious enemies was enormous.

In Luke 7, there is a beautiful story of a woman 
so moved by the forgiveness she found in 
Christ, that she anointed Jesus’ feet with 
expensive perfume, tears and kisses, drying 
His feet with her long hair. Though it may seem 
bizarre to us, even a modern reader can sense 
the extravagant, reckless abandonment of her 
heart. She was so moved with appreciation 
and love that she didn’t care what others 
thought. She had to touch Him and pour out 
her pure affection and devotion on her Savior.
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from Luke 7:36-48
 

Now one of the Pharisees 
was requesting Him to 
dine with him, and He 

entered the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the 

table. And there was a 
woman in the city who was 

a sinner; and when she 
learned that He was 

reclining at the table in the 
Pharisee’s house, she 

brought an alabaster vial 
of perfume, and standing 

behind Him at His feet, 
weeping, she began to wet 
His feet with her tears, and 

kept wiping them with the 
hair of her head, and 

kissing His feet and 
anointing them with the 

perfume. . . 
“Simon, I have something 

to say to you.” And he 
replied, “Say it, Teacher.” “

A moneylender had two 
debtors: one owed five 

hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. When they were 

unable to repay, he 
graciously forgave them 

both. So which of them will 
love him more?” Simon 

answered and said, “I 
suppose the one whom he 

forgave more.” And He 
said to him, “You have 

judged correctly.” Turning 
toward the woman, He 

said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I entered 

your house; you gave Me 
no water for My feet, but 
she has wet My feet with 

her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. You gave Me 
no kiss; but she, since the 

time I came in, has not 
ceased to kiss My feet. 

You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but she 
anointed My feet with 

perfume. For this reason I 
say to you, her sins, which 

are many, have been 
forgiven, for she loved 

much; but he who is 
forgiven little, loves little.”

?  
Isaiah 64:6 says “all 
of us have become 
like one who is 
unclean, And all our 
righteous deeds are 
like a filthy 
garment. . . There is 
no one who calls on 
Your name, Who 
arouses himself to 
take hold of You. . .”

Why is it difficult 
for some 
believers to feel 
the weight of 
their sinfulness?

Why are those 
who are content 
with their own 
degree of 
righteousness 
unstirred by the 
sacrifice of 
Jesus?

What types of 
people would be 
the modern day 
equivalent to the 
Pharisee in the 
Luke 7 story? 

How is the Luke 7 
story a 
cautionary tale 
for those 
unmoved by 
Jesus’ sacrifice?



Imagine the same story if Jesus was dead. 
Would the woman have been moved to tears 
by Jesus’ sacrifice? Surely. But there is a 
difference between tears of hopelessness and 
tears of affection. Wounded veterans can be 
appreciated for their sacrifice, but not 
interacted with. He is more than a person who 
was once loved but is now gone. The 
resurrection of Jesus means that we can pour 
out our love and appreciation directly onto our 
living Savior. We don’t just remember Him with 
sadness. He is alive, and He invites us into a 
real, close, love relationship with Him where 
He is our first love. 

Remember, He made us for Himself 
(Colossians 1:16). If He was not raised, our 
very purpose for existing would be snuffed out. 
He made us for Himself and now we can 
pursue knowing Him. Paul said in Philippians 
3:8 that there is nothing greater than knowing 
Him. He wasn’t referring to “getting saved,” he 
was referring to knowing and loving the Savior 
who saved Him. If Christ has not been raised, 
we can only know about Christ, we cannot 
know Christ personally. Praise God that He has 
been raised! 

What God wants most from us is whole-person 
love for Him—that our passion and affection for 
Him on the inside is matched by a lifestyle of 
full surrender. God reveals this desire by the 
use of the marriage metaphor in Scripture—the 
kind of intimacy and exclusive faithfulness with 
which we experience our life-long spouse is 
similar to the relationship God wants for His 
people. True love for Jesus always pours 
outward into surrender to His Lordship as King. 
There is no example in Scripture of inward love 
for Jesus that was expressed in disobedience 
or idolatry. Whenever unrighteousness rears its 
ugly head, there is a relationship problem at 
the root; He has been replaced as the 
operating Master, King and Lord. 

We sometimes forget that Jesus is a person. 
He is God indeed, yet He is a person. We are 
made in His image so that we would engage 
Him relationally. God is our adopting Father, 
and Jesus our brother, our groomsman, co-heir 
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God commands us 
to love Him more 
than anything else 
because He knows 
that anything we 
love more than Him 
is going to betray 
us. 

Matt Papa

Loving Jesus is not the 
same as obeying all of 

Jesus’ commands. Jesus 
said, “If you love me, 

you will keep my 
commandments” (John 
14:15). That means that 

obedience to the 
commandments is 

the result of loving 
Jesus, not the same as 

loving Jesus. Love is 
something invisible and 
inside. It is the root that 

produces the visible fruit 
of loving others.

And as I say it, I want to 
make clear what I mean:

• I admire Jesus Christ 
more than any other 
human or angelic 
being. 

• I enjoy his ways and 
his words more than I 
enjoy the ways and 
words of anyone else.

• I want his approval 
more than I want the 
approval of anyone 
else.

• I want to be with him 
more than I want to 
be with anyone else.

• I feel more grateful to 
him for what he has 
done for me than I do 
to anyone else.

• I trust his words more 
fully than I trust what 
anyone else says.

• I am more glad in his 
exaltation than in the 
exaltation of anyone 
else, including me.

John Piper

?  

Is it possible to 
love Jesus 
without obeying 
Him?

Is it possible to 
obey Jesus 
without loving 
Him?

Can obedience to 
Jesus’ 
commandments 
be divorced from 
love for Him? 

What would 
obedience 
divorced from 
love for Christ 
look like? How 
would that 
benefit anyone? 
How would that 
bring glory to 
Christ? 

Defend your 
answers using 
Scripture. Be sure 
verses that come 
to mind are 
understood in light 
of each other.



and friend. When we are saved, we are not 
justing saying “yes” to the forgiveness of 
Christ, we are repenting and saying “yes” to 
Christ for all the claims He makes upon our 
lives as Lord and God. “This is eternal life, that 
they may know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).

Two imbalances occur when describing love for 
Christ. First, love for Christ is often described 
in terms of obedience alone. This is common, 
and usually stems from focusing on a few  
Scripture verses to the exclusion of others. 
This produces a one-dimensional 
understanding of a multi-faceted topic. 

Obedient surrender is always linked to 
authentic love, but they are not identical. 
Surrender without intimacy is incomplete. 
Imagine the staleness of a marriage in which a 
wife only obeys her husband? Is that love in its 
entirety? Obedience should signal the 
presence of love. True love would result in 
submission. But love is not obedience. The link 
between them cannot be broken, but they are 
not the same. 

The second imbalance is describing love for 
Jesus only in terms of affection, joy, gratitude, 
and adoration for Christ. Yet even these, 
without obedient surrender, are incomplete. 
Intimacy in marriage must be accompanied by 
loyalty and faithfulness. Intimacy and surrender 
are the two essential dimensions of love for 
God. He invites us into a relationship marked 
primarily by supreme, first love and first place 
surrender to the Lordship of King Jesus. 

Conclusion

The resurrection is good news! We can be 
confident that because He was raised His work 
on the cross met God’s standards. Had Jesus 
not been raised, we would still be dead in our 
sins. Jesus has already and completely been 
punished on the cross for our failure to love 
God as He deserves. And because of the 
resurrection, Jesus’ perfect whole-person love 
for God and total surrender, without blemish, 
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1 John 5:11-13

And the testimony is 
this, that God has 
given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His 
Son. He who has the 
Son has the life; he 
who does not have 
the Son of God does 
not have the life. 
These things I have 
written to you who 
believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so 
that you may know 
that you have eternal 
life. 

Active Learning

What ways do you 
want to deepen your 
expressions of love 

for Jesus?

Relationship expert 
Gary Chapman 

describes five “love 
languages” that people 

prefer to receive from 
loved ones. They are: 
1) words of affirmation

2) physical touch
3) acts of service

4) receiving gifts, and 
5) quality time.

What is Jesus’ love 
language? Does He 

have more than one? 
Defend your answer 

biblically.

Discuss how love 
languages could 

expand a believer’s 
love for Jesus and 

intimacy with Him. Be 
specific.

John 20:27-29

Then He said to Thomas, 
“Reach here with your 

finger, and see My hands; 
and reach here your hand 

and put it into My side; and 
do not be unbelieving, but 

believing.” Thomas 
answered and said to Him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, 

“Because you have seen 
Me, have you believed? 

Blessed are they who did 
not see, and yet believed.”



has been credited to our account. Jesus is 
alive to resurrect us into new creations 
supernaturally empowered to live for Him (2 
Corinthians 5:15).

As we celebrate the goodness of that news, let 
us not forget the seriousness of failing to give 
Christ the first place love and Lordship He is 
due. Anything less than undefiled worship is 
“strange fire” (Leviticus 10:1-2)—unacceptable 
sacrifices made to God (Genesis 4:3-7). God 
dealt severely with people who attempted to 
worship Him on their own terms, because such 
practices are rooted in idolatry. Even stronger, 
Paul warns that “If anyone does not love the 
Lord, he is to be accursed. . .” (1 Corinthians 
16:22).

So, let us offer Him the alabaster jar of 
expensive, wholehearted praise. Let us offer 
Him our lives as an all-on-the-altar, faithful, 
living sacrifice of praise. The object of our love 
and surrender is Jesus. When our love for Him 
is supreme above all others, and our lives are 
surrendered, we offer Him true God-glorifying 
worship. 

“Grace be with all those who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ with incorruptible 
love” (Ephesians 6:24).

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session concerning the resurrection change or 
strengthen your love for Jesus and His 
Lordship over you? 

2. How is the glory of God magnified by the 
resurrection? Does the glory of Christ in the 
universe add to or detract from your 
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

Leviticus 10:1-2

Now Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, took their 
respective firepans, 
and after putting fire in 
them, placed incense 
on it and offered 
strange fire before the 
Lord, which He had 
not commanded them. 
And fire came out 
from the presence of 
the Lord and 
consumed them, and 
they died before the 
Lord.

Genesis 4:3-7

So it came about in the 
course of time that Cain 

brought an offering to the 
Lord of the fruit of the 

ground. Abel, on his part 
also brought of the 

firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And the 
Lord had regard for Abel 

and for his offering; but for 
Cain and for his offering 

He had no regard. So Cain 
became very angry and his 
countenance fell. Then the 

Lord said to Cain, “Why 
are you angry? And why 

has your countenance 
fallen? If you do well, will 
not your countenance be 

lifted up? And if you do not 
do well, sin is crouching at 
the door; and its desire is 

for you, but you must 
master it.”



motivations to surrender to His Lordship? 
Why?

3. What does the story of Luke 7 tell us about 
loving Jesus? Where do you see yourself in 
that story? How does that make you feel?

4. On page 10, John Piper summarizes his 
understanding of love for Jesus. Is Piper’s view 
right on or incomplete? How might Chapman’s 
“love languages” (page 11) lead us to a more 
complete understanding, more creativity or 
more joy in loving Jesus?

5. If you were to explain for an adult family 
member or friend who didn’t know Christ the 
reasons you believe the resurrection 
happened, what would you say? What would 
you say to a child in your home, in church, or 
on a mission trip?

6. What is something about today’s lesson that 
you intend to share with a family member or 
friend?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of 
love and surrender to Jesus, using 
discoveries from the See and Share time.
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See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 
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Introduction

In 2004, the deadliest tsunami in recorded 
history killed at least 230,000 people from 14 
coastal countries lining the Indian Ocean. 
Indonesia suffered the worst losses. A tsunami 
is a wave caused by a massive displacement 
of water resulting from an earthquake, volcano, 
or other underwater geological event. Very 
long, shallow waves, sometimes longer than 
100 miles long and only a few feet high, radiate 
from the center of geologic activity in rings of 
waves that crash upon the closest land. 
Tsunami waves travel across oceans at the 
speed of a commercial airliner. 

As the wave approaches shore, it slows in 
speed and length by factors of ten as it builds a 
high wall of water up to a hundred times its 
open-ocean height. If the wall of water, mud 
and debris pushes into populated areas, the 
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                                                                          LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding the 
glory and significance of the ascension and exaltation of Christ for us and the whole universe.

@home SESSION SEVEN: Jesus’ Ascension & Exaltation

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. The Ascension of Christ: The details of the ascension

DAY 2 II. The Exaltation of Christ: He is given position, name & domination over enemies

DAY 3
III. The Activity of the Exalted Christ: His work in heaven for us
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 

Illustration of radiating waves 
caused from a December 26, 
2004 underwater earthquake 

Learning 
Activity:

As a class, debate 
the importance of 
the ascension 
against Jesus’ 
other key life 
events: His birth, 
death, and 
resurrection. 

Where does the 
ascension rank? 

Is the ascension 
important 
enough for a 
holiday? If so, 
how might it be 
celebrated?

A deadly tsunami makes 
landfall on Thailand, 
December 26, 2004



death toll is massive. Tsunami response 
education teaches people living in vulnerable 
areas to recognize an approaching tsunami by 
feeling, seeing and hearing the signs of its 
arrival and moving inland to higher ground to 
safety. 

Similar to the 2004 geologic event, the 
ascension and exaltation of Jesus often get 
little attention. Though unheralded, Christ’s 
ascension and exaltation are the epicenter of 
massive shifts in the earth and the heavens. 
The effects of Christ’s return to glory at the 
right hand of the Father are spectacular and 
devastating. Jesus displaced the authority of 
Satan on the earth. The waves of His Lordship 
are crashing upon one person, family, church, 
city, and county at a time culminating a cultural 
tsunami where states and nations—even the 
whole world—will succumb to the unstoppable 
reign of Christ. 

I.  The Ascension of Christ

John 16:28 “I came forth from the Father and have 
come into the world; I am leaving the world again 
and going to the Father.”

The purpose of the ascension was the return of 
Christ to His heavenly glory and to assume His 
eternal reign. Philippians 2:6-11 provides a 
start-to-finish sequence: 

. . . existed in the form of God. . .emptied 
Himself . . . being made in the likeness of man  
. . . humbled Himself . . . death on a cross . . . 
For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, 
and bestowed on Him the name which is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and that every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

Technically speaking, the ascension of Jesus is  
just a brief event. It occurred forty days after 
the resurrection. The event itself likely lasted 
only a few moments or minutes. Neither the 
ascension nor the resurrection were 
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?  

In what sense 
would the return 
of Christ to 
heavenly glory 
be devastating? 

Who and what 
would be 
threatened by 
His coronation 
as the rightful 
King and Lord of 
the universe?Acts 1:1-4;  9-11

The first account I 
composed, Theophilus, 

about all that Jesus 
began to do and teach, 

until the day when He 
was taken up to heaven, 
after He had by the Holy 
Spirit given orders to the 

apostles whom He had 
chosen. To these He also 

presented Himself alive 
after His suffering, by 

many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a 

period of forty days and 
speaking of the things 

concerning the kingdom 
of God. Gathering them 

together, He commanded 
them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait for 
what the Father had 

promised. . .And after He 
had said these things, He 

was lifted up while they 
were looking on, and a 

cloud received Him out of 
their sight. And as they 

were gazing intently into 
the sky while He was 

going, behold, two men in 
white clothing stood 

beside them. They also 
said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking 
into the sky? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will 

come in just the same 
way as you have 

watched Him go into 
heaven.”

?  

If you could feel,  
see and hear 

Christ’s Lordship 
about to crash upon 
you and your family, 

would you run for 
the hills or joyfully 

surrender to it?

It is true to say the 
Transfiguration 
(Mt. 16) 
foreshadowed the 
glory of Christ’s 
coming Ascension 
and enthronement. 
Even more 
amazingly, we could 
say the 
Resurrection, as the 
spectacular 
explosion into time 
and space of a 
whole new creation 
provided the 
prelude (“phase 
one” if you will) for 
the full “symphony” 
of Christ’s eternal 
dominion. But the 
Ascension offered 
even more. It 
transformed the 
Transfiguration and 
the Resurrection 
from momentary 
acts, on a mountain 
top and in a garden, 
into a permanent 
state to impact 
everything from 
here to eternity, 
both now and later.

David Bryant



specifically mentioned in Philippians 2, but they 
were necessary for His exaltation to take place.

Jesus said his return to heaven would involve 
His ascension into the clouds (John 6:62; 7:33; 
14:2, 28; 15:5-7; 17:1). 

Luke 24:26, 51-52 “‘Was it not necessary for 
the Christ to suffer these things and to enter 
into His glory?’ . .While He was blessing them, 
He parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. And they, after worshiping Him, 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. . .” 

But, Luke is the only gospel writer to deal with 
the ascension directly. He does so in Luke 24 
and Acts 1 (left sidebar). This should be no 
surprise. The tsunami of 2004 gained most of 
the media attention because of its devastating 
effects, rather than the underwater earthquake 
that caused it. Similarly, the ripple effects of the 
ascension are given much weight in the New 
Testament, with only Luke detailing the 
ascension event itself. (A verse in Mark 16:19 
also appears, but the earliest ancient 
manuscript copies do not include it—see right 
sidebar.) Theologian Louis Berkhof concludes: 

The ascension of Christ does not stand out as 
boldly on the pages of the Bible as the 
resurrection does. This is probably due to the 
fact that the latter rather than the former was 
the real turning point in the life of Jesus. In a 
certain sense the ascension may be called the 
necessary complement and completion of the 
resurrection. Christ’s transition to the higher life 
of glory, begun in the resurrection, was 
perfected in the ascension. (Systematic 
Theology, 1932)

II. The Exaltation of Christ

The brief, somewhat-understated ascension 
event sent out massive shockwaves that 
altered the heavens and the earth. The 
ascension is not just about the few moments it 
took Jesus to float into the clouds and out of 
sight. It is about all that follows. When Jesus 
re-entered the gates of Heaven after His 
rescue mission on earth, He was crowned with 
a name, title and role that affect everyone and 
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Disputed Texts? 

Mark 16:19 reads, 
“So then, when the 
Lord Jesus had 
spoken to them, He 
was received up 
into heaven and 
sat down at the 
right hand of God.”

Mark 16:19 is one 
of a few New 
Testament verses 
that are not 
included in all of 
the ancient 
manuscripts. This 
can be unsettling, 
but it’s actually 
cause for great 
confidence. 

The New 
Testament has 
more manuscript 
evidence than any 
other work of 
ancient literature. 
The fact that we 
have hundreds of 
copies means that 
we can compare 
them and be sure 
that these were not 
doctored by scribes 
from a corrupt 
period later in 
church history. 

No disputed verse 
covers any 
essential doctrinal 
truth that is not also 
available from 
other New 
Testament writers. 
You can be more 
confident than ever 
that in your Bible 
are accurate copies 
of the original 
inspired works. 

There is not a square 
inch in the whole 

domain of our human 
existence over which 

Christ, who is Sovereign 
over all, does not cry, 

Mine!

Abraham Kuyper

Whenever you ponder 
the majestic 

Christological portraits 
of Scripture — texts 

such as John 1, 
Ephesians 1, Colossians 

1, Hebrews 1 or 
Revelation 1—remember 

this: They were written 
just a few short decades 

after the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection. They bear 
witness to the magnitude 

of devotion and praise 
Jesus was already 

receiving as Lord by that 
point in time. Why was 

the early Church’s vision 
of the Savior so 

expansive and so highly 
exalting? The simple 
answer: Beyond His 

incarnation, crucifixion 
and Resurrection, 1st 

century Christians lived 
daily in the full 

awareness of Christ’s 
Ascension (Acts 2). 

Their hearts were set on 
His coronation and 

current position at God’s 
right hand (Col. 3). They 

breathed the very air of 
His active role from the 

throne of Heaven, 
holding sway as the King 

of Kings and Lord of 
Lords that He already 

was. 

David Bryant



everything, everywhere. It was not only the 
closing chapter of His mission on Earth, it was 
the opening chapter of His glorious reign.


The glory due Christ when He returns in 
second-coming glory, is already His right now. 
Peter says “to Him be the glory…now” (2 Peter 
3:18). All the glory that will ultimately be 
displayed at the end was returned to Him 
when He ascended into heaven. To everyone, 
this glory will be displayed fully at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ upon His return. The 
eyes of faith can see that glory now as it is 
revealed in the Scriptures. 


Daniel 7 was an Old Testament vision of the 
exaltation of Christ by God, the Ancient of 
Days, after His victorious resurrection and 
ascension:


Daniel 7:13-14 “I kept looking in the night 
visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming, And He 
came up to the Ancient of Days And was 
presented before Him. And to Him was given 
dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the 
peoples, nations and men of every language
Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion Which will not pass away; And His 
kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.

Right Hand of God
The exaltation of Christ gives Him full rank and 
authority over the universe. New Testament 
writers understood that this position of divine 
authority was found at the right hand of the 
Father. The most quoted Old Testament 
passage by the New Testament is Psalm 110:1. 
It is attributed as a prophecy of Jesus’ 
ascension and exaltation. Notice its inclusion in 
the closing of Peter’s Pentecost sermon:

Acts 2:33-36 “Therefore having been exalted to 
the right hand of God, and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He 
has poured forth this which you both see and 
hear. ‘For it was not David who ascended into 
heaven, but he himself says [from Psalm 110:1]: 
“The Lord [Jehovah—LORD] said to my Lord 
[Adonai—Lord God], ‘Sit at My right hand, Until 
I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” ’ 
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Our Lord has no 
serious rivals in the 
universe. Instead 
the Father is 
aggressively uniting 
all things under His 
Son’s feet this very 
moment. Christ is 
not waiting to be 
crowned as king. He 
is only waiting to be 
recognized as king. 
Reigning as its only 
Sovereign, He is 
responsible to judge 
the world and then 
cleanse it for His 
own uses, one way 
or another (Acts 
17). Even as you 
read these words, 
He is actively 
restoring all 
creation, according 
to God’s eternal 
plan, by the 
increasing 
subjugation of all 
things to Himself 
(Eph. 1).

David Bryant

Amazing works. 
Predicted death. Death-

defying resurrection. And 
enthronement on high. 

That’s Jesus’ 
accreditation for his true 
identity. A great teacher 

only, a charlatan, a 
lunatic— none of these 

fit the facts. Who has 
God proven this Jesus to 

be? Peter’s answer is 
there in verse 36: 

“Therefore let all Israel 
be assured of this: God 

has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Messiah.” 
There’s really no higher 

praise available. You 
don’t get any identity 

greater than the Lord— 
God himself—and 

Messiah— the eternal, 
universally-ruling, 
infinitely powerful, 

promised King.

Mike McKinley



Therefore let all the house of Israel know for 
certain that God has made Him both Lord and 
Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.”

In the first sermon of the early church, Peter 
gave centrality to the ascension and exaltation 
of Christ. His appeal for repentance was based 
upon the present-tense credentials of Jesus as 
the divine Messianic fulfillment of Psalm 110:1.

Other New Testament authors emphasized 
Jesus’ exaltation to God’s right hand. In 
Ephesians 1, this means He is installed “far 
above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion” (Ephesians 1:20-21). His supremacy 
over all displays His mighty strength. Because 
of this position of authority, Jesus is able to 
enlighten the eyes of believers to the hope, 
glory, riches and power that are found only in 
Him. The writer of Hebrews, also citing Psalm 
110:1 (and other Psalms), declares Jesus’ 
exaltation to the right hand of God a statement 
of His supremacy over all things, His role in 
creation, His worthiness to be worshipped as 
God, and the eternal nature of His Kingdom 
authority (Hebrews 1:3-13). 

Name Above All Names
Often linked to His exaltation to the throne of 
God, Jesus is also given the name of highest 
honor in the cosmos. This includes supremacy 
over angels (Hebrews 1), Moses (Hebrews 
3:3), and King David (Acts 2). He is given the 
name above every name (Philippians 2:11). In 
every way, Jesus’ exaltation placed Him in the 
supreme position in the universe above all, in 
name, worth, and authority.  

Under His Feet
The New Testament borrows heavily from the 
Psalms 110:1 picture of Jesus’ enemies 
becoming His footstool. This is coupled with 
Jesus being seated on the throne of Heaven. 
This heavenly Monarch will be seated on a 
throne with a footstool. The LORD commits to 
Jesus, “Sit at My right hand Until I make Your 
enemies a footstool for Your feet” (Psalm 
110:1). Verse two continues by saying that 
Jesus will “rule in the midst of [His] enemies” 
with His strong scepter of heaven’s authority. 
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His is the name full of 
names! He is the Christ, 

the Lord, the Almighty, 
the Faithful and True, 
the Alpha and Omega, 
Immanuel—God with 

Us, the Bright Morning 
Star, the Sun of 

Righteousness, King of 
kings and Lord of lords, 

the Lion of Judah, the 
Root of David, the Son 
of David. He is Rabbi, 

God’s Only Begotten 
Son, the Ancient of 

Days, the Word of God, 
the Great I AM. His 

name is above all names 
(Eph. 1:21; Phil. 2:9). 

His name alone is 
exalted (Ps. 148:13). 

There is no other name 
given under heaven by 
which we may be saved 
(Acts 4:12). If we are to 

experience the love of 
God and he to know 

ours, if we would see 
genuine revival, if we 

would begin to seek 
justice in response to the 
gracious offering of the 

Son, we must see the 
glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. It is this 
big, central, radiant 

Jesus we must believe, 
worship, and proclaim. 

Jared C. Wilson

Ephesians 1:18-23

I pray that the eyes of 
your heart may be 
enlightened, so that 
you will know what is 
the hope of His 
calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the 
surpassing greatness 
of His power toward 
us who believe. These 
are in accordance with 
the working of the 
strength of His might 
which He brought 
about in Christ, when 
He raised Him from 
the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly 
places, far above all 
rule and authority and 
power and dominion, 
and every name that 
is named, not only in 
this age but also in the 
one to come.

?  

How Jesus can 
Himself be God, 
and be “at God’s 
right hand?”

Would it be 
accurate to say 
that Jesus is the 
right hand of 
God’s authority?

Consider John 1:1 
in your answers.



Peter echoes: “Jesus Christ, who is at the right 
hand of God, having gone into heaven, after 
angels and authorities and powers had been 
subjected to Him” (1 Peter 3:21). 

The exaltation of Christ that followed the 
ascension was Jesus’ coronation to heaven’s 
throne. The glory He left behind in coming to 
earth was returned to Him, along with the new  
glory of all that He victoriously accomplished 
here. God gave Him the universe’s highest 
place of honor and the highest name of honor, 
along with the glory of His enemies’ 
humiliation. From this place, Jesus exercises 
His reign as King of Kings and Lord and Lords.

III. The Activity of the Exalted Christ

Jesus is not waiting on heaven’s throne twirling 
his resurrected thumbs until the Father tells 
Him to return to earth. He is not passive. He is 
actively reigning over His creation. Part of that 
reign is His working through the Holy Spirit on 
earth. Jesus said, “if I go [back to heaven], I 
will send Him to you” (John 16:7). Jesus sends 
the Holy Spirit to bring all things under His 
supreme Lordship. The Spirit’s role is to glorify 
Christ, taking what belongs to Christ and 
making it available to His people (John 
16:14-15). Yet, the physical, exalted Christ is in 
the heavens carrying out important work.

His High Priestly Role
The book of Hebrews tells us that the earthly 
tabernacle was merely a copy of the true 
tabernacle of God in the heavens (Hebrews 
9:1-24). After Jesus fulfilled his redemptive 
work on the earth and ascended,“we have a 
great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens” (Hebrews 4:14). He entered the holy 
of holies of the true heavenly temple, making 
the “once for all” sacrifice of His own blood 
(Hebrews 9:12). Upon completion of this work, 
He “sat down” at the right hand of the Father. 
Now, He permanently fills the office of high 
priest, having made the only sacrifice for sins 
that will ever be necessary again (Hebrews 
7:24).

Session 7   first [place] love  pg. �  of �6 10

Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future



Our Sympathetic Advocate
The fact that Jesus the God-man occupies the 
throne of heaven means that God can 
sympathize with us more deeply. Tony Evans 
explains that because Jesus has “been there,” 
God can sympathize with us through human 
experience in a way He could not before He 
became human. In heaven, Jesus sympathizes 
with our weaknesses and temptations, and 
encourages us to approach Him for help, 
knowing that He understands. 

And He doesn’t just understand, but He 
advocates for us to the Father. He intercedes 
for us as high priest and perfect sacrifice to 
God the Father. 

Romans 8:32-34 “Who will bring a charge 
against God’s elect? God is the one who 
justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ 
Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
also intercedes for us. Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ?”

Hebrews 7:24 “Therefore He is able also to 
save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make 
intercession for them.”

1 John 2:1-2 “And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous . . .He Himself is the propitiation for 
our sins.”

John is building confidence for the believer. 
Even when we sin, he tells us to have 
confidence. It is no less than the ascended and 
exalted Christ Himself who defends us before 
holy God. Jesus defends us on the basis of His 
sympathy for us, but more importantly, upon 
His approved work as our Sin-bearer.

Our Prayer Partner
Jesus’ work for us as Advocate and Intercessor 
is a work of prayer. He prayed to the Father for 
us while on earth (John 17:20-23). He and the 
Spirit continue to talk to the Father about us 
(Romans 8:24-26). It is a humbling truth to 
think that we are on God’s mind and He is 
discussing us within the community of the 
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?  

How does knowing 
that Jesus 

understands us 
because “He’s been 

there” effect our 
willingness to face 

Him and ask for the 
help we need?

What are things 
that keep us from 

coming to Jesus in 
prayer for mercy 

and grace? 

Hebrews 4:14-16

. . . we have a great 
high priest who has 
passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the 
son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession. 
For we do not have a 
high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One 
who has been 
tempted in all things 
as we are, yet without 
sin. Therefore let us 
draw near with 
confidence to the 
throne of grace, so 
that we may receive 
mercy and find grace 
to help in time of 
need.Advocate

An advocate is one 
who pleads the case 

of another. 

In 1 John 2:1, the 
ascended Christ 

steps into the role of 
advocating to the 

Father on our behalf. 
It means to function 

as a defense lawyer.  

The Holy Spirit is 
called an advocate 
three times. In this 
usage of the word, 

advocate means one 
who has been sent to 

give aid. 

?  

What about us 
would make God 
want to send 
Jesus to die for 
us?

What makes God 
discuss us within 
the Trinity 
relationship?

How does this 
make you feel?



Trinity. Jesus encourages prayer, and commits 
to answer our prayers, for God’s ultimate glory 
(John 14:12-14).

He Readies Our Arrival
After Judas left the last supper table, Jesus 
explained that the time had come for Him to be 
glorified by His death and return to glory (John 
13:31-33). This troubled the disciples and His 
words of assurance were, “In my Father’s 
house are many dwelling places . . . I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself, that where I am, there 
you may be also” (John 14:2-3). Part of Jesus’ 
activity in heaven is the preparation of our 
eternal dwelling with Him. Since all creation 
was made by Him, we can be assured that He 
lacks no skill, power or creativity in preparing 
our permanent “place” of residence. 

He Personally Relates to Us
Perhaps what is most remarkable about the 
ascension of Christ is that it allows us to have 
a daily, personal relationship with Him. Paul 
tells us that we increasingly know Him with 
surpassing joy (Philippians 3:8). We continue 
walking with Him as Lord, by faith, in the same 
manner we received Him as Savior 
(Colossians 2:6). We have an abiding 
relationship with Jesus in which we experience 
communion with Him, grow in Him, have joy in 
Him, learn from Him, and become fruitful in 
Him (John 15:1-15). Jesus saved us for 
Himself. As the living and ascended Lord, He is 
able to enjoy the relationship with us for which 
He created and redeemed us. 

Conclusion

The Bible makes clear that the ascension is 
about the exaltation and glory of Christ. But the 
shockwaves of His glorious exaltation wash 
over us personally. Andrew Trotter highlights 
this by noting that Jesus went to prepare a 
place “for” us (John 14:3). Jesus said it was for 
our benefit that He would be ascended and 
that He would “send him [the Holy Spirit] to 
you” (John 16:7). Jesus entered heaven “for 
us” to “appear in the presence of God for 
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So the next time you 
are tempted to 
worship something 
else with your love 
and life, remember 
that there is One 
who has ascended to 
heaven. He is 
wearing the crown 
of the universe. 
Heaven revolves 
around him; the 
earth revolves 
because of him. If 
he will not be the 
center of your life 
and your affections, 
who or what will be? 
Are these things 
being worshiped 
right now by 
millions of angels? 
Have they been 
exalted by the 
Father? When you 
put it that way, they 
all look like sad and 
pathetic little 
substitutes for Jesus. 
We only have one 
King who is worthy 
of worship. This 
explains why, 
according to Luke, 
the disciples spent 
their days in the 
temple praising God. 
Who else would they 
praise? 

Mike McKinley

Learning Activity

Take a moment of 
silence to write down 

things you want God to 
understand about you.

Write down things you 
want God—Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit—to 
discuss on your behalf. 

Circle T or F according 
to whether you believe 

these statements:

T/F  God loves you.
T/F  He understands.
T/F  He answers you.
T/F  He is enough.
T/F  His greatest gift is  
           more of Himself.
T/F  He wants your  
               heart and life.
T/F  You will be with  
                     Him soon.
T/F  Nothing separates  
               you from Him.



us” (Hebrews 6:20, 9:24). Just as Christ died 
“for us” and for our sake “became 
poor” (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 8:9), He 
arose and ascended to continue His perpetual 
ministry to us and relationship with us.

The love of Christ compels us to respond to 
His majesty and love with all of our hearts. It’s 
staggering to think of all that the King of glory 
has done for us in the past. It’s equally 
shocking to consider that He lives with loving 
us on His mind. As reigning Lord, He invites us 
to love with our most supreme love, and to “set 
apart Christ as the Lord in your hearts” (1 Peter 
3:15). In next week’s session, we will examine 
the tsunami waves of His reign on earth. 

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

2. What details about the ascension were you 
least familiar? How is the ascension of Christ 
tied to His resurrection?

3. What should be our response to the exaltation 
of Christ? What are practical ways believers 
can live for the glory of Christ first and foremost 
(Matthew 6:33)? Can believers exhausted with 
temporal things avoid half-hearted affection, 
and leftover devotion, for the King of glory?

4. What aspects of the work of the ascended 
Christ in heaven stir you toward greater love or 
surrender? 

5. What heart or life response is the Spirit of God 
asking you to make in order to increase the 
claim of Christ over your heart and life?

In closing, have someone pray a prayer of love 
and surrender to Jesus, using discoveries from 
the See and Share time.
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 
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Introduction

There is some disagreement among historians, 
and citizens alike, concerning who was the 
best American President. Most agree that the 
faces you see on the left are toward the top of 
the list. A good President can make or break a 
citizen’s sense of hope for their home country. 
When a President steps into greatness, 
patriotism swells. When a President falls into 
shame, the country suffers shame.

Patriotism can be felt and displayed regardless 
of who occupies the Oval Office. Veterans 
serve their country despite the President’s 
political party or the quality of his term in office. 
Love for country supersedes loyalty to the 
President. Likewise, God also invites every 
person to become a patriot of God’s Kingdom. 
In Matthew 6:33, Jesus said, “seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness . . .” 
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                                                               LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding the 
glory and significance of the reign of Christ over us and through us, for our joy and His glory.

@home SESSION EIGHT: The Reign of Christ the King

DAY 1
Introduction:
I. He Reigns With Authority: Jesus owns us; surrendering to Him glorifies His worth

DAY 2 II. His Reign Over You: He has authority over every dimension of us & our lives

DAY 3
III. His Reign Through You: He authorized & commissioned us as His ambassadors
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 
...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

Abraham Lincoln (Rep.), top 
left. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(Dem.), middle right. Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial, 

Keystone, South Dakota.

?  

Try to name the 
Presidents on 
Mount Rushmore 
and their political 
parties. 

Who is your 
favorite 
President and 
why?



However, what is different about God’s 
Kingdom and our country is that God invites us 
to fuel our patriotism by the highest love and 
loyalty for King Jesus alone. It’s impossible to 
overestimate the fierce love and loyalty with 
which we are to serve the King. There is no 
higher honor and no sacrifice too great. The 
sacrifices military veterans made for our 
country should be no less than the sacrifices 
we are willing to make to put the King and His 
Kingdom first. Every past President has failed 
someone in some way. Not Jesus. He is 
perfectly worthy of first-place love and Lordship 
over us. There are no “skeletons in His closet.”  
Knowing Him more deeply can only increase 
our Kingdom patriotism and lives of service.

There is another important feature of the 
Kingdom that we cannot experience as United 
States citizens. Our King personally invites us 
into the closest of possible relationships. He 
invites us to completely open up our hearts to 
Him, holding nothing back, giving Him the best 
of our heart, soul, mind and strength. He 
commands us to walk with Him in unbroken 
communication and unlimited surrender to His 
will. He promises unending joy in His ever-
available presence. No human President could 
be ever-present in even his own spouse’s life 
and still carry on his duties to the country. 
Jesus, however, died so that every one of His 
citizens could be united to Him in this way at all 
times. The Kingdom of God is all about the 
King and our relationship to Him. It’s 
impossible to serve His Kingdom faithfully 
apart from rightly relating to the King Himself.

I.  He Reigns With Authority

There is no other King or Lord in all the 
universe with higher authority than that of the 
LORD God, Jesus Christ. The reign of Christ as 
the King of Kings involves His ongoing activity 
in heaven as well as the exercise of His 
authority on the earth. In heaven, He works as 
our High Priest and Advocate, He prays for us, 
prepares a place for us, and has an ongoing 
love relationship with us. On earth, Jesus 
Himself is actively at work bringing about the 
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?  

Are you willing 
to make the 
kinds of 
sacrifices for 
God’s eternal 
Kingdom that 
veterans have 
made for the 
United States?
Why or why not?

Would it be more 
difficult to make 
the ultimate 
sacrifice, or to 
serve Him daily?

Discuss.

?  

Does the magnitude 
of Christ’s glory 

ever make you shy 
away from Him?

What could give you 
the desire or 

confidence to draw 
close to Someone 

so important? 

If all our 
churchgoing, choir 
singing, check 
writing, and brownie 
baking don’t serve 
their first and 
highest purpose by 
putting us more in 
love with Jesus, then 
well…all that stuff 
isn’t worth anything. 
Compared to the 
infinite joy of 
knowing Christ, 
everything else is 
rubbish. Dung.  

Matt Chandler

God has appointed a 
regent, Jesus Christ, 

who has been elevated 
above all to rule over 
history. Believing in 

God or calling on Him 
is not enough to access 

the authority that comes 
through Christ. It is 

your relationship with 
Jesus Christ that 
determines what 

happens in history, 
because He has been 
placed above all rule 
and authority and by 

virtue of who He is, 
demands first place.

Tony Evans

Ephesians 1:9-10 ESV

…making known to us the 
mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in 

Christ as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite 

all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on 

earth.



surrender of all creation to His Lordship, even 
as His enemies are placed under His footstool. 

He Owns Us
In some computer gaming and sports circles, 
the slang phrase “you got owned” or “he owned 
you” is a high-caliber insult. It describes the 
permanent humiliation of an opponent that is 
decisively dominated in competition. It’s 
important to understand that Jesus makes 
claims of ownership over us as well. This is not 
out of a heart to humiliate us, but to cherish us, 
and to permanently dominate and dethrone 
any would-be competitor from the throne of our 
hearts. 

His ownership of us is one of the highest-
caliber statements of His authority. Coupled 
with the purity and magnitude of His love for 
us, He is worthy to receive from us our highest 
worship, most fervent love, and complete 
surrender. Here are several ways the Bible 
explains Jesus’ claims of ownership over us:
• He created us for Himself: Jesus owns us 

by virtue of His creating us for Himself. 
• He purchased us with His blood: He owns 

those of us bought with the price of His 
blood and transferred into His Kingdom.

• His resurrection gave us life: His 
resurrection raised us up into new life, and 
seated Christ in total authority over all.

• He chose us for permanent adoption: 
Those He adopted permanently belong to 
Him in this family relationship.

• He chose us for permanent union: Those 
He is wed to belong to Him alone and are 
bound to Him by exclusive, faithful love.

Surrender Gives Glory
John Piper explains that God is most glorified 
in us when we are most satisfied in Him. He 
loves to please us with Himself. Jesus came to 
give us abundant life in Himself (John 10:10). 
Christ cannot be our satisfaction if something 
or someone else is in first place. When we 
submit to His rightful claim as our Lord, we can 
find our joy and satisfaction in Him. And He 
receives glory for our response to His worth. 
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?  

Consider the facts 
that Jesus owns 
us and loves us.

Does His owning 
us make His acts 
of love toward us 
more or less 
amazing? Why?

Imagine if He 
loved us, but 
didn’t have any 
ownership claims 
over us. Would 
that diminish His 
ability to love 
and lead us? 
Why?

Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

Colossians 1:13

For He rescued us 
from the domain of 
darkness, and 
transferred us to the 
kingdom of His 
beloved Son. . .

Colossians 2:12

…having been buried 
with Him… you were 
also raised up with 
Him…

1 Corinthians 
6:19-20

Do you not know…
you are not your 
own? For you have 
been bought with a 
price…



II. His Reign Over You

Remember, Jesus is in heaven actively 
reigning over history. All the sovereignty and 
authority of Triune God has been bestowed 
upon Jesus to reign. He reigns over us today 
as Lord. He exercises sovereign and direct rule 
as head of every believer, every household, 
every church, and every government leader. 
He is the Sovereign over history and is bringing 
about the complete redemption of the earth, 
one person and event at a time. He is at work 
through His Spirit to expand His Kingdom 
through the church and throughout the world.

Our recognizing Christ’s authority and worth 
only brings glory to Him when it is embraced 
with our minds, hearts, and lives. We cannot 
just mentally agree to the facts of His authority. 
He calls us to respond with a rejoicing heart 
and a surrendered life to those facts. In Luke 
6:46 Jesus asked, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, 
Lord’ and do not do what I say?” He further 
explains in Matthew 7:21-23 that any claim of 
Lordship must be manifested by corresponding 
surrender to His will. We show we truly believe 
in the authority of Christ when we surrender to 
it and act within it.

Peter reminds us to “sanctify [or set apart] 
Christ as Lord in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15). 
Jesus is to be recognized and set apart as the 
one and only Lord. This must happen factually 
in your mind, and at the core of your 
convictions—in your heart. When this happens, 
it spills out into your life. Paul describes what 
happens when we worship Christ in this way: 
“present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship” (Romans 12:1). When 
Christ is set apart as Lord, our lives are set 
apart to serve Him as an act of worship. 

Seminary professor Johnny Derouen uses the 
ironic phrase “wasting your life for Jesus.” This 
is fitting, since Jesus taught that if our ambition 
is to gain what the world offers, we will forfeit 
our souls (Matthew 16:26). Believers play a 
dangerous game when they call Jesus their 
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We must worship God 
from our inmost 

feelings, that out of the 
abundance of the heart 

the mouth may speak, 
instead of honoring Him 

with our lips, like the 
people of old, while our 

hearts are far from Him.

Augustine 

Learning 
Activity

Consider the 
statement that will 
one day be etched 
on your tombstone. 
It summarizes 
one’s primary 
obsession, life 
ambition, and 
contribution—while 
leaving out the 
unimportant things. 

Write a statement 
you think God 
would want on 
your tombstone:

Write a statement 
that would best 
describe you if 
you died today:



Lord but pursue lesser things with their lives. 
Our lives display the realities within. When 
Christ is our first love and first place, we no 
longer live for ourselves, but for Him (2 
Corinthians 5:15). We trade in our lesser and 
unsatisfying joys for the satisfying joy of truly 
knowing Christ, and living to make a Kingdom 
difference in others.

Jesus taught that fundamental to Him being 
our first place love is seeking the Kingdom of 
God first (Matthew 6:33). Seeking the Kingdom 
means we are joining Christ’s work to reign in 
others as King and Lord. Seeking the Kingdom 
first means that our highest priority in life is to 
see Jesus more fully reign in ourselves and 
others. “First” means “not leftovers.” Our life as 
we know it is intentionally “wasted” so that the 
King and His eternal Kingdom will come first, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Paul uses the metaphor of an enlisted soldier 
to expose a contemporary rival to Kingdom-first 
living. “No soldier in active service entangles 
himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he 
may please the one who enlisted him as a 
soldier” (2 Timothy 2:4). It is impossible to be 
simultaneously entangled with this temporary 
world and following His orders to seek His 
eternal Kingdom first. When a soldier enlists in 
the military, he or she trades in former 
allegiances for a superior allegiance. One must 
be wasted for the other.

Surrender to Christ’s authority means He will 
define, drive, dominate, and dictate our 
priorities, schedules, finances, and 
relationships. He will have veto-power over 
decisions and commitments we have made to 
the world’s kingdom. His Word is the final 
authority—so we need to know and obey it. 
Jesus becomes our Commander-in-Chief. 
Knowing His love for us and His plan for 
ongoing intimacy with us does not soften the 
nature of His authority over us. His authority 
and His love give a two-fold motivation to 
surrender to Him with love and loyalty.

Let’s borrow from the enlisted soldier metaphor 
to examine areas in our lives the Bible says 
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Another way we 
stumble off course is 
also related to focus 
and settling. We 
drift away from the 
joy of Christ 
because we’re 
drawn toward other
—lesser—things.

Matt Chandler

?  

How can the 
“affairs of 
everyday life” 
suffocate a 
believer’s 
surrender to the 
Lordship of 
Christ and 
prevent that 
believer from 
advancing the 
Kingdom through 
sacrificial living?

…people attend and 
participate in church 
under one kingdom, 
then go out into the 

world Monday-Saturday 
and function under the 

influence of another 
kingdom…Satan is 

ruling people’s lives 
because they are 

yielding the power to 
him—not by way of any 

rightful authority that 
he has, but simply 

because of a failure to 
align their thoughts and 

decisions under the 
Lordship of Jesus 

Christ. By abandoning 
the union we were 

created to have with 
Christ, under His 

headship, authority is 
lost. By not giving Jesus 

Christ the proper place 
in our homes, church 

and world—the first 
place that He deserves

—we lose His covering. 
All of life for a kingdom 

follower ought to be 
summed up in the 
recognition of the 
Lordship of Jesus 

Christ.  

Tony Evans



Jesus makes claim to. It’s important to 
surrender each of these areas individually. 
While He calls us to surrender “everything,” 
being non-specific about what “everything” 
means leaves us blind to specific areas where 
repentance and growth in grace are in order. 
Consider the following areas every professing 
believer needs to train as a citizen-soldier of 
Christ’s Kingdom: 

The Mind
There is no room for stubborn, opinionated 
soldiers in His Kingdom. Allegiance to your 
own way of thinking is how Paul described 
people trapped in the kingdom of darkness: 
“hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds”
(Colossians 1:21). But, those redeemed by 
King Jesus humbly submit to His authority and 
learn perfect wisdom from “Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 
1:24). Believers must develop the practice of 
“taking every thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). The promise of 
the “renewing of your mind” is true 
transformation, deliverance from worldly 
conformity, and the experience of living in His 
will (Romans 12:2). Have you challenged 
everything you think to ensure its conformity 
with the Lordship of Jesus?

The Heart and Emotions
Just as Christ the Lord makes claims over the 
mind, He likewise makes claims over the heart. 
J. I. Packer, John Piper, Tim Keller and many 
other theologians and pastors underscore the 
Bible’s emphasis on the heart. It is the 
headquarters of a person’s will and affections. 
Piper maintains that God hard-wired humans 
to relentlessly pursue happiness. We can be 
wrong about how we go about it, but we can 
only do what we truly believe leads to our 
greatest happiness. The church is full of 
worldly Christians because deep down they 
believe their greatest happiness is in the 
world’s affluence, children and family, or the 
buffet of pleasures and entertainment at their 
disposal.


Our highest possible happiness, however, is 
when we whole-heartedly surrender to the love 
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It’s time to change the 
way we think. No more 

junior-varsity hedonism, 
craving more of what we 

don’t have. It’s time to 
drink deeply, immersing 

ourselves in the 
gloriously satisfying gifts 

of the Father…We’ve 
been given the Holy 

Spirit to awaken our dead 
hearts. That’s a joy. 

We’ve been justified and 
delighted in as adopted 
children of a Heavenly 

Father. Joy. We are 
coheirs with Jesus Christ. 

Joy. We’ve been given 
His Holy Word, revealing 
the inviting riches of the 

mystery found in the 
gospel. Joy. We’ve been 

given unlimited personal 
access to the King of the 
universe through prayer. 
Joy. We’ve been set free 

from the bondage of 
slavery—from the pursuit 

of a better self, 
affirmation from others, 
fleeting pleasures in the 

world, and performance-
based religion. Joy. 

Abundant joy.

Matt Chandler

John 7:37-39

…Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, “If 
anyone is thirsty, let 
him come to Me and 
drink. He who 
believes in Me, as the 
Scripture said, ‘From 
his innermost being 
will flow rivers of 
living water.’” But this 
He spoke of the 
Spirit, whom those 
who believed in Him 
were to receive; for 
the Spirit was not yet 
given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified.

Luke 11:9-13

“So I say to you, keep 
asking, and it will be 
given to you. Keep 
searching, and you 
will find. Keep 
knocking, and the 
door will be opened 
to you. For everyone 
who asks receives, 
and the one who 
searches finds, and 
to the one who 
knocks, the door will 
be opened. What 
father among you, if 
his son asks for a 
fish, will give him a 
snake instead of a 
fish? Or if he asks for 
an egg, will give him 
a scorpion? If you 
then, who are evil, 
know how to give 
good gifts to your 
children, how much 
more will the 
heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him?”



and Lordship of Christ. What Packer calls 
Christian humanism, Piper calls Christian 
hedonism. The basic idea is the same: we are 
happiest, and God is most glorified, when we 
discover our highest happiness and deepest 
satisfaction in our relationship with Christ. 
Happiness is not the goal, but the fruit of 
putting Him first. We are a thirsty people, and 
only the Living Water can satisfy our thirst in 
endless supply. True holiness—being set apart 
for the Lord—results in both holiness and 
happiness. It is biblical error to equate holiness 
and righteousness with the absence of 
happiness. 


We are commanded to rejoice in the Lord, to 
be thankful, to praise Him, to earnestly seek 
Him, to sing to Him, to make melody to Him, 
to delight in Him, to pray to Him and to love 
Him whole-heartedly above all others. We are 
told to rivet our eyes on Jesus, because 
whatever we longingly gaze upon most stirs 
our affections. Remember, Jesus created us 
“for Himself,” for a lifetime of increasing 
oneness and intimacy. He reconciled us to 
God that we might delight in Him in a way that 
supersedes even intimacy with one’s spouse. 
Are you pursuing Christ for intimacy and love 
that surpasses marital expressions of love?


The Body
Jesus’ Lordship lovingly rescues us in every 
dimension of our lives, even our bodies. “Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and that you are not your own? For 
you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 
6:19-20). This specifically references the use of 
our bodies sexually. But the Bible is not silent 
on other issues, such as intoxication, gluttony, 
sleep, laziness, idleness, hard work, and 
exercise. 


Matters related to the body are matters of 
grace. Grace rescues us from the rule of 
ruthless, disappointing idols and sets us free 
to love the Lord and His rule over us. Grace 
indwells our body with the Holy Spirit in the 
same way the Old Testament tabernacle was a 
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?  
 

According to 
Ephesians 5, 
marriage oneness 
is a picture of the 
depth of love 
exchanged 
between Christ 
and His church.

What are 
practical ways a 
believer can 
return love to 
Christ with 
intimacy and 
passion?

Romans 6:12-14

Therefore do not let 
sin reign in your 
mortal body so that 
you obey its lusts, and 
do not go on 
presenting the 
members of your body 
to sin as instruments 
of unrighteousness; 
but present 
yourselves to God as 
those alive from the 
dead, and your 
members as 
instruments of 
righteousness to God. 
For sin shall not be 
master over you, for 
you are not under law 
but under grace.

James 3:2-10 

For we all stumble in 
many ways. If anyone 

does not stumble in what 
he says, he is a perfect 
man, able to bridle the 

whole body as well. Now 
if we put the bits into the 

horses’ mouths so that 
they will obey us, we 

direct their entire body as 
well. Look at the ships 

also, though they are so 
great and are driven by 

strong winds, are still 
directed by a very small 

rudder wherever the 
inclination of the pilot 

desires. So also the 
tongue is a small part of 

the body, and yet it boasts 
of great things. See how 

great a forest is set 
aflame by such a small 

fire! And the tongue is a 
fire, the very world of 

iniquity; the tongue is set 
among our members as 

that which defiles the 
entire body, and sets on 

fire the course of our life, 
and is set on fire by hell. 

For every species of 
beasts and birds, of 

reptiles and creatures of 
the sea, is tamed and has 
been tamed by the human 

race. But no one can 
tame the tongue; it is a 
restless evil and full of 

deadly poison. With it we 
bless our Lord and 

Father, and with it we 
curse men, who have 

been made in the likeness 
of God; from the same 

mouth come both 
blessing and cursing. My 

brethren, these things 
ought not to be this way.



home for God’s presence. In us, He produces 
the fruit of self-control. When our bodies are 
surrendered to the Lord, they are blessed with 
pleasures to enjoy and are fit for the 
demanding service required of those who put 
His Kingdom first.


One body part gets unusual attention in the 
Bible—the tongue. What we say has the 
negative potential to tear others down with 
slander or favoritism, unravel unity in the 
church, and devastate marriages or misguide 
children. Positively, the tongue has the 
potential to build up individuals with 
encouragement, proclaim the glory of Christ 
inside and outside of the church, cherish 
spouses and nurture children. Ephesians 4, 
Galatians 5 and 1 Corinthians 13 list Spirit-
born characteristics, many of which refer to a 
person’s words being surrendered to the 
Lordship of Christ and the control of His Spirit. 
Is your body fit and honoring Him in service to 
His Kingdom?


Life Roles
The authority of Christ goes beyond the 
personal mind, heart and body, extending into 
our inter-personal, relational lives. The Bible 
has much to say about the roles we are to fulfill 
socially—as spouse, parent, child, sibling, 
working church member, neighbor, 
marketplace witness, and active ambassador 
of Christ. Too often believers just live their 
lives, trying not to do bad sins along the way. 
Christ commissions us for something else. He 
doesn’t just want us to “do our thing” in a moral 
way, He wants us to do His thing. He wants us 
to trade in living for the world’s kingdom, so 
that we will live for His. Moral living will follow.

Every believer has Kingdom responsibilities in 
the home, work, church, community, and world. 
Rather than ranking them in order of priority 
(something the Bible never instructs us to do), 
we must slow down enough to examine what 
God expects of us in each of our roles. Then, in 
dependence on His wisdom, resurrection 
power, and personal presence, we can step 
into God’s perfect will for each area. When He 
has final say on how we operate in our life 
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Learning Activity

Divide your class into 3 
groups. Assign each 

group one of the 
following passages: 
Galatians 5:19-26, 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 
and Ephesians 4:20-32. 

Ask each group to 
identify positive and 

negative characteristics 
related to the tongue.

Have each group report 
to the larger class their 

discoveries.

Discuss how the 
Lordship of Christ 

enables a believer to 
use his or her tongue 

as an instrument to 
honor the King and 

advance His Kingdom. 

Ephesians 5:15-17

Pay careful attention, 
then, to how you walk
—not as unwise 
people but as wise— 
making the most of 
the time, because the 
days are evil. So don’t 
be foolish, but 
understand what the 
Lord’s will is.

Colossians 4:5-6

Act wisely toward 
outsiders, making the 
most of the time. Your 
speech should always 
be gracious, 
seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know 
how you should 
answer each person.

?  

How can “first 
place” and “first 

love” for Jesus help 
us fulfill all of our 

roles? 

To which time 
danger(s) are you 

most susceptible? 

What sacrifices or 
changes do you 

need to lead your 
family to make to 

make time for non-
negotiable Kingdom 

pursuits?



roles, we are living under His Lordship. Are you 
becoming faithful in every life role God has 
given you?

Time 
The King commands those in His Kingdom to 
live carefully—mindful of rapidly passing time 
and approaching eternity. There are several 
danger-zones believers fall into regarding 
stewarding their time: 1) frittering time away 
with things that don’t matter, 2) over-busyness 
that crowds out the Lord’s reign in home, 
church, community and world, 3) separating 
the “secular” and sacred so the Lord has no 
say or involvement in non-spiritual areas of life, 
4) limiting involvement in building the church 
and expanding its influence, and 5) lack of 
intentionality in personally sharing the gospel 
in spheres of influence and among the nations. 


Let’s face it, the demands of this temporary life 
will squeeze out the time it takes for any 
meaningful engagement with the Lord, His 
church and the lost. Unless we allow Jesus to 
assume complete Lordship, make Him the 
source of our happiness, and trust Him 
enough to begin re-ordering our worlds, 
nothing will change. We will continue giving 
scraps of time and energy, or nothing at all, to 
His only plan for bringing all things under His 
Lordship—the church impacting the world. 


The Lord Jesus has earned access and veto-
power to each of the time-management issues 
we face. The world sets itself against His 
Lordship. Rather than joyfully submitting to 
Him, believers fear losing what the world can 
offer them or their children. But Christ is 
glorified in us when we forsake the world and 
receive “everything we need for life and 
godliness through the knowledge of Him” (2 
Peter 1:3). Do you love and trust Christ enough 
to submit your and your family’s schedule 
entirely to Christ? 

III. His Reign Through You

Tony Evans defines the Kingdom of God as the 
comprehensive reign of Christ over every area 
of your life. With Christ as King, He has rightful 
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2 Corinthians 11:2-3

For I am jealous over you 
with a godly jealousy, 

because I have promised 
you in marriage to one 

husband — to present a 
pure virgin to Christ. But I 

fear that, as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his 

cunning, your minds may 
be seduced from a 
complete and pure 
devotion to Christ. 

?  

In the above verse, 
what do we have in 

common with Eve 
regarding our 

devotion to Christ?

?  

How much time 
does it take for 
meaningful 
engagement with 
the Lord? With 
His Church? With 
the lost? 

How do you 
know? How would 
you go about 
answering these 3 
questions?

Is that time 
available in your 
current schedule? 
If not, how will 
you make time for 
the eternal  
matters that mean 
most to Him and 
for eternity?



claim, authority and power over you and the life 
roles in which you function. He also has 
authority to enlist You into His Kingdom 
service. One of the most recognizable 
passages of Scripture is known as the Great 
Commission. 

Matthew 28:18-20  “Then Jesus came near and 
said to them, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”

Notice that Jesus’ commission of His disciples 
begins by establishing His post-resurrection 
authority. Based on His authority, He 
commands disciples to go and make disciple-
makers among all ethnic people groups. 

One day, a sea of people from every tongue, 
tribe and nation will encircle the throne of the  
Lamb of God in eternal praise (Revelation 7:9). 
That heavenly reality will not come about until 
the “gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in the whole world as a testimony to all the 
nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 
24:14). Between now and then, everyone who 
has become a new creature in Christ has been 
given the ministry of reconciliation and 
functions as Christ’s ambassadors to the world. 
We represent Him with the message of the 
gospel (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). This role as 
ambassador is to be of first importance, 
because it matters for eternity.

While these things are true of all believers, 
there are unique expressions of this common 
commission. Every person has spheres of 
influence into which God has placed them. 
The Bible tells us that God has sovereignly 
placed each of us in the time and place where 
He intends for us to live out our ambassador 
calling. “…He Himself gives to all people life 
and breath and all things; and He made from 
one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of their 
habitation" (Acts 17:25-27). 
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?  

How are you 
participating in the 
global advance of 

Christ’s reign?

How can you 
directly? How can 

you indirectly?

While you may not 
have clarity today on 

exactly how God 
wants you to directly 

fulfill the Great 
Commission among 
the nations, you can 

begin participating 
indirectly now, and 

can be fully 
surrendered today to 
follow His orders for 

direct involvement 
when given. 

2 Corinthians 
5:17-21

Therefore if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new 
creature; the old 
things passed away; 
behold, new things 
have come. Now all 
these things are from 
God, who reconciled 
us to Himself through 
Christ and gave us 
the ministry of 
reconciliation, namely, 
that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world 
to Himself, not 
counting their 
trespasses against 
them, and He has 
committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God 
were making an 
appeal through us; we 
beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled 
to God. He made Him 
who knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf, so 
that we might become 
the righteousness of 
God in Him.



Likewise, Scripture tells us that God has 
sovereignly created us with Kingdom 
assignments already in mind. “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand so that 
we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Are 
your eyes open, your heart praying, and your 
hands reaching out to those around you who 
need hope from the ambassador of Christ in 
their midst?


Conclusion

When Jesus saved us, we were transferred 
into His Kingdom and given a critical role in it. 
We don’t just follow His orders, but we have a 
privileged relationship with Him unlike any 
relationship between a citizen and a Head of 
State. We were created to belong to Him in a 
very unique and special relationship where He 
is holy God, reigning King, and intimate friend. 

He gives us boundaries to live within because 
He loves us and has a purpose for our lives 
that can only be fulfilled when we surrender to 
His loving Lordship. Like Adam and Eve, we 
have moment-by-moment choices to make. 
Will we trust in His Word, or in alternative 
sources of information around or inside of us? 
God wants to set us free from the tyranny of 
lesser things, that we might soar for Him.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

2. How does being owned make you feel? What 
within believers resists His ownership and 
authority? Why?
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 



3. Review the bold headings in section 2. What 
are the few areas of your life that the Spirit is 
asking you to reconsider in light of Christ’s 
Lordship? Ask Him, and others, for wisdom and 
help in bringing those under His Lordship. 

4. Tell your family to only put on your tombstone 
what is true of you starting today. In light of the 
supremacy of Christ, what is the big-picture life 
summary you now want on your tombstone? 

5. How does the 4xfour Challenge address the 
issue of your role as ambassador in the place 
God placed you? Would you take the 4xfour 
Challenge, or renew it, with fresh eyes for 
Jesus as your first love and Lord? 

 
In closing, have someone pray a prayer of love 
and surrender to Jesus, using discoveries from 
the See and Share time.
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Introduction

“Planned obsolescence” is a consumer 
economics term used to describe the release 
of products designed intentionally to fail, or 
become obsolete, after a certain period of time. 
The product is designed to fail mechanically, or 
become less functional, or unfashionable. 
Once this happens, new products are released 
with features and style that make product 
replacement necessary or desirable.

As frustrating as consumer product cycles can 
be—whether automobiles, phones, or clothing
—there can be economic and consumer 
advantages if planned obsolescence is applied 
ethically. Products are designed so that all of 
the working parts within them have roughly the 
same life span and functional utility. This 
reduces up-front costs to the consumer by not 
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                                                                          LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding how 
the New Covenant in Christ secures our acceptance and fuels our sanctification.

@home SESSION NINE: The New Covenant of Grace in Christ

DAY 1
Introduction: “Planned Obsolescence” in consumer products and covenants
I. The Old Covenant: overview of Old Testament covenants

DAY 2 II. Old Testament Limitations: old covenants could not accomplish God’s masterplan

DAY 3
III. New Covenant of Grace: grace in Christ fulfills old covenants and God’s plans
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 
...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

?  

What consumer 
product(s) come 
to mind after 
reading the 
description of 
“planned 
obsolescence”? 

Apple, Inc. is the most 
profitable consumer product 

company in the world. Critics 
point to Apple’s aggressive 

use of planned obsolescence 
as a business practice. 



charging them for long-lasting parts in products 
designed for shorter-term use. 

Planned obsolescence could also be used to 
describe the covenants of God. A covenant is 
an agreement between two individuals or 
groups. It describes the nature of the 
agreement and the consequences if either side 
fails to live up to what is promised. God is a 
covenant-making God who made several 
covenants with man as part of His overall 
redemptive plan. Covenants in the Old 
Testament had limited usefulness and were set 
to expire at just the right time, awaiting a 
permanent covenant that would never expire.

I.  The Old Covenant 
 
The Bible is divided up into two “testaments”—
the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
The word “testament” means “covenant.” This 
division of the Bible indicates that there is 
something profoundly different that takes place 
between the first covenants and the final 
covenant. The New Testament, or new 
covenant, functions as the final covenant 
between God and man that would make the 
older covenants obsolete.

Hebrews 8: 6-7, 13 “But now He [Christ] has 
obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much 
as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, 
which has been enacted on better 
promises. For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, there would have been no occasion 
sought for a second…When He said, “A new 
covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But 
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old 
is ready to disappear.”

The basic features and purposes of the old 
covenants were to restore the relationship of 
rebellious sinners with a holy God. One 
component of the old covenants was the 
expectation of righteous living. This could be 
summed up with the phrase “faithful worship 
and love for God.” Another feature of the old 
covenants was the provision made to 
temporarily atone for failures to live up to the 
covenant agreement. The third aspect of the 
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Ephesians 1:9-10 
ESV

…making known to us 
the mystery of his will, 
according to his 
purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ as a 
plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all 
things in him, things 
in heaven and things 
on earth.

Covenant Making 

“The technical 
language used when 

covenants were made 
was “to cut a covenant” 

(karat berit). This 
terminology referred to 

ritual sacrifices that 
accompanied covenant 
making. Often animals 
sacrificed would be cut 
in two…Sometimes the 

parties would walk 
symbolically between 

the pieces of the 
animal. In any case, the 

shedding of blood in 
such rituals signified 
the solemnity of the 

covenant, each party 
vowing not to break the 

covenant on pain of 
death.

The making of 
covenants often 

included signs as well. 
A sign served as a 

memorial, reminding 
the parties of their 

promises. Abraham 
gave Abimelech seven 

ewe lambs “as a 
witness” to their 

covenant (Gen. 21:30); 
Jacob and Laban used 
a heap of stones (Gen. 
31:46–48); the sign of 

God’s covenant with 
Noah was the rainbow 

(Gen. 9:12–15); 
circumcision was the 

sign of the Abrahamic 
and Mosaic covenants 
(Gen. 17:10–14; Exod. 

12:47–48); and baptism 
is the sign of the new 

covenant (Col. 2:9–12; 
Rom. 6:3–4).”

Baker Encyclopedia of the 
Bible (Vol. 2)

Covenant

The terms and 
conditions of 
covenants meant 
that “both parties 
agreed to follow 
the stipulations of 
the covenant in 
exchange for the 
benefits indicated 
in the covenant. 
Failure to follow 
the stipulations 
invoked the 
sanctions or 
curses described 
in the covenant. 
The demands the 
biblical covenant 
places on Israel 
can be seen as 
God’s commands 
to Israel, while the 
demands it places 
on God can be 
seen as God’s 
promises to Israel. 
Violating the 
conditions of the 
covenant would 
constitute 
unfaithfulness to 
the other party in 
the covenant.” 

Lexham Theological 
Wordbook



old covenants was the discipline and 
punishment for breaking them.

The Old Covenants 
There is more than one covenant in the Old 
Testament with which believers should be 
familiar. However, when the New Testament 
makes reference to the old covenant, it is 
usually making reference to the commands in 
the Mosaic Covenant—the covenant God and 
the Israelites made together after the Exodus.

Some scholars list the covenant God made 
with Adam and Eve in the garden as the first of 
God’s covenants. Since it is the first mentioned 
in Genesis, it is natural to list it first. Other 
scholars are careful to point out that the 
Scriptures describe a covenant that was in 
place even before the events of Genesis 1:1. It 
is this covenant (which I will refer to as the 
Eternal Redemption Covenant) that gives 
purpose and shape to the covenants that 
follow.

The Eternal Redemption Covenant is the 
covenant “that God the Father established with 
God the Son to redeem fallen humanity”
(Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). In the 
Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:23, Peter talked 
about “the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God” that “nailed [Jesus] to a 
cross.” In 2 Timothy 1:9–10, we are told that 
God’s grace through Christ originated “from all 
eternity.” Paul echoes this in Titus 1:1-3, 
explaining that the covenant promises of God 
began “long ages ago,” literally “before times 
eternal.” Galatians 4:4-5 explains that God 
appointed a time when a new covenant would 
replace the old. These are just a few, among 
several, verses that point to God’s eternal 
intention to redeem humanity in Christ. Every 
covenant God entered into with humanity 
begins and finds proper meaning in God’s 
Eternal Redemption Covenant.  

Each Old Testament covenant builds upon 
previous covenants. Some scholars group the 
old covenants thematically: redemption, works, 
and grace. Others list the covenants 
chronologically:
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The history of Jesus, 
including his deeds, death 

and resurrection, brings 
Peter to focus on the 

exaltation of the crucified 
Jesus. Ultimately he 

asserts that the 
resurrection is the 

fulfillment of God's 
covenant with David (2 

Sam. 7:14; Acts 2:30-31).  

Graeme Goldsworthy

?  

Why does 
understanding the 

Old Testament 
covenants matter? 

2 Timothy 1:8-10

…the gospel 
according to the 
power of God, who 
has saved us and 
called us with a holy 
calling, not according 
to our works, but 
according to His own 
purpose and grace 
which was granted us 
in Christ Jesus from 
all eternity, but now 
has been revealed by 
the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death 
and brought life and 
immortality to light 
through the gospel,

Titus 1:1-3

…the hope of eternal 
life, which God, who 
cannot lie, promised 
long ages ago, but at 
the proper time 
manifested…

Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness 
of the time came, 
God sent forth His 
Son, born of a 
woman, born under 
the Law, so that He 
might redeem those 
who were under the 
Law, that we might 
receive the adoption 
as sons.

?  

Southern Baptists hold 
to the conviction that 

all Scripture is without 
error. 

Does understanding 
what is “obsolete” 

about the Old 
Covenant threaten 

the conviction that all 
of Scripture is God’s 
Word, without error?

 
How would our lives 

be impacted by old 
covenants that are no 

longer binding?



• Eternal Redemption Covenant (Heb. 13:20)
• Edenic Covenant (Gen. 1:26-28)
• Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3:14-19)
• Noahic Covenant (Gen. 8:20-9:6)
• Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 

15:1-7; 17:1-8)
• Mosaic Covenant (Ex. 20:1-31:18)
• Palestinian Covenant (Deut. 30:1-10)
• Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:4-17)
• New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-33; Matt. 26:28; 

Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; Heb. 8:8-12)

The Law
The “Law” is a reference to the Mosaic 
Covenant—or the covenant given to Moses. 
The Mosaic Covenant was a bi-lateral, or 
conditional, covenant—both parties were 
obligated to fulfill their side of the covenant 
promises. This is seen in the “if…then” 
structure of the covenant in Exodus 19:5 (right 
sidebar). The human responsibility in the 
Mosaic Covenant is generally referred to as 
“the Law”. The Law is central to our 
understanding of the righteousness holy God 
expects of people. 

The essence of the Law was obedience to God 
as described in the Ten Commandments, but to 
the other 603 commands as well. Jesus 
summarized the Mosaic Law in Matthew 
22:37-40: “And He said to him, “‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
great and foremost commandment. The 
second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”

Civic laws. There are several types of Old 
Testament laws found within the Mosaic law. 
First, portions of the law function as a civic 
guide for God’s chosen people, who were 
without a political system or king. Instructions 
are given throughout the Old Testament that 
refer to civic laws and guidelines for civic 
punishment. Disobedience to the civic laws 
given by God was sinful. But, it does great 
harm to believers and unbelievers alike when 
civic laws for the ancient Israelites are 
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Covenant Themes

…each successive 
divine covenant grows 

out of and depends 
upon previous ones. 

Each covenant forms a 
new phase in one 
overarching divine 

plan. Both the 
covenant of works and 
the covenant of grace 

are the historical 
outworking of the more 
fundamental covenant 

of redemption. The 
covenant of grace, in 

which God unilaterally 
promises graciously to 

redeem fallen 
humanity, presupposes 

the failure of the 
covenant of works. But 

both of these 
covenants depend 

upon that eternal 
covenant made 

between God the 
Father and God the 

Son to redeem sinners 
from sin and misery. 
Before time began, 

God promised to give 
salvation to a sinful 

human race. That 
promise necessitated 
the establishment in 

history of the 
covenants of works 

and grace.

Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary

Exodus 19:5-8

Now then, if you will 
indeed obey My voice 
and keep My 
covenant, then you 
shall be My own 
possession among all 
the peoples, for all 
the earth is Mine; and 
you shall be to Me a 
kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’ 
These are the words 
that you shall speak 
to the sons of Israel.” 
So Moses came and 
called the elders of 
the people, and set 
before them all these 
words which the Lord 
had commanded him. 
All the people 
answered together 
and said, “All that the 
Lord has spoken we 
will do!” And Moses 
brought back the 
words of the people 
to the Lord.

?  

Read the Exodus 
20:1-8 and 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5.

Is Jesus being our 
first love, and the 
first place Lord of 
our lives, any 
different from 
these Old 
Testament 
covenant 
commands?

Is there any more 
hope for New 
Testament 
believers in loving 
God and putting 
Him first?



understood as moral laws that apply to all 
times, people, and situations. 

Ceremonial laws. The second type of the law 
is ritual or ceremonial law. The Old Testament 
gives detailed instructions on what makes a 
person ritually clean and unclean. These laws 
showcase the infinite holiness of God. He 
demanded that His people approach Him for 
forgiveness or worship in a specific, exact way. 
Often, these laws illustrated something about 
purity and holiness. These laws also identified 
the Israelites as God’s holy, different people 
who were to set themselves apart from other 
nations who worshipped false gods. These 
ceremonial laws for Israel should not be 
confused, however, with moral laws that apply 
to all people of all times. Wearing fabric of 
certain materials (Leviticus 19:19), or not 
eating bacon (Leviticus 11:7), for example, are 
ceremonial issues, not issues of moral right 
and wrong.

Moral laws. Finally, the law’s primary function 
is to provide a moral standard for right and 
wrong. Regarding morality and a right standing 
with God, the old covenants culminated in the 
Mosaic Covenant. The Ten Commandments 
have a simple, two-fold structure. The first four 
commandments describe the nature of the 
relationship God expects of His people, 
characterized by faithful worship and love. The 
last six describe how human relationships are 
impacted by the first four.

II. Old Testament Limitations

While the Law itself is brilliant and beautiful, 
the problems with the Law are that it is unable 
to make anyone righteous or able to keep its 
demands. “The Law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good” 
(Romans 7:12), and works well to teach “the 
knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20b). But God 
understood that as good as the Law was, 
people would never be able to fulfill it because 
of their sinful nature. Grace accomplishes 
through Christ the forgiveness and 
righteousness the Law is unable to produce.
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The consistent message 
of Christ and His apostles 
is that the Old Testament 

is all about Christ and 
His gracious salvation. 

Although there are 
passages in the New 

Testament that seem to 
contradict this, these 

seeming contradictions 
can be resolved by 

understanding them as 
critiques of the Old 

Testament as perverted by 
sinners or as 

comparisons of the lesser 
grace of the Old 

Testament with the 
greater grace of the New 

Testament.

David Murray

Jeremiah 31:31-34

“Behold, days are coming,” 
declares the Lord, “when I 
will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel 
and with the house of 

Judah, not like the 
covenant which I made 

with their fathers in the day 
I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land 

of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, although 
I was a husband to them,” 

declares the Lord. “But this 
is the covenant which I will 

make with the house of 
Israel after those days,” 
declares the Lord, “I will 

put My law within them and 
on their heart I will write it; 

and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. 

They will not teach again, 
each man his neighbor and 

each man his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they will all know Me, from 

the least of them to the 
greatest of them,” declares 

the Lord, “for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and their sin I 

will remember no more.”

?  

Christians are 
charged with 
selectively 
observing some 
Scripture 
prohibitions while 
ignoring others.

What is the 
justification for 
embracing some 
Old Testament 
commands, and 
not others, or 
even all of them?



Lacks Forgiveness
The law could not provide a remedy for the fact 
that “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23) and “all of 
us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6). For this 
reason, the law would come to be described as 
a “ministry of death" and “condemnation” (2 
Corinthians 3:7-9).

Romans 3:20 “by the works of the Law no flesh 
will be justified in His sight…” 

Because of this, there were built-in provisions 
for forgiveness. Even though a precise 
sacrificial system was temporarily put into 
place, at best, it could only overlook sin for 
another year. Then more sacrifices had to be 
made. In His perfect sovereignty, God awaited 
the perfect moment in history when the 
temporary covenant would be upgraded into a 
new and permanent solution for sin. Galatians 
3:18-24 explains that Jesus Christ is the 
promised seed that would replace the obsolete 
Law with faith. The Law has one purpose, “…to 
lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by 
faith…now that faith has come, we are no 
longer under” the Law (Galatians 3:24-25).

Lacks Power
Because the law was powerless to change a 
heart, a new covenant was promised that 
would replace the law (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Ezekiel 11:19-20 “And I will give them one 
heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I 
will take the heart of stone out of their flesh and 
give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in 
My statutes and keep My ordinances and do 
them. Then they will be My people, and I shall 
be their God.” 

Ezekiel 36:25-27 “Then I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all 
your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit within you; and I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 
give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit 
within you and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 
ordinances.
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Hebrews 9:15

…He is the mediator of 
a new covenant, so 
that, since a death has 
taken place for the 
redemption of the 
transgressions that 
were committed under 
the first covenant, 
those who have been 
called may receive the 
promise of the eternal 
inheritance.

New Covenant in 
the Old Testament

…in Jeremiah 
31:31–34...The new 
covenant is 
distinguished from 
the older covenant 
in four ways: (1) 
God will write the 
law in the minds 
and on the hearts of 
those in the new 
covenant; (2) God 
will be the God of 
those in the new 
covenant and they 
will be his people; 
(3) those in the new 
covenant will know 
God; (4) God will 
forgive the iniquities 
and the sins of 
those in the new 
covenant. The new 
covenant, therefore, 
has two basic 
characteristics: an 
internal spiritual 
transformation 
resulting in a new 
relationship with 
God and a new 
possibility of 
obedience and 
forgiveness of sins. 

Evangelical 
Dictionary of Biblical 
Theology

Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant 
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future



The Supremacy of Christ Over the Law
These weaknesses of the Law are also its 
strengths. The Law was never intended to 
produce what only Christ could produce. The 
Law was intended to point people to their need 
for a Savior, specifically to Jesus Himself, for 
forgiveness and a heart empowered to obey. 
What the Law was designed to do, it does well. 
Romans 8:3-4 explains “what the Law could 
not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God 
did: sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, 
who do not walk according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.”

The New Testament gives greatest attention to 
the Adamic, Abrahamic, Mosaic and Davidic 
covenants. These covenants supply New 
Testament writers with a framework for 
addressing how King Jesus fulfills, supersedes, 
or makes obsolete prior covenants.

Regarding the Adamic Covenant, Jesus is the 
new and perfect Adam. Just as Adam infected 
the entire human race with a sinful nature; 
Jesus makes new life available to the entire 
human race (1 Corinthians 15:22). Regarding 
the Abrahamic Covenant, Jesus is the object of 
the faith that activates grace for Jews and 
Gentiles alike (Galatians 3:9,16). For the 
Davidic Covenant, Jesus is seated as the 
permanent and eternal King promised to 
David’s descendants (Luke 1:32). 

Regarding the Mosaic Law, Jesus fulfilled it in 
a number of ways. 

1. He lived a sinless life according to every 
detail of the Mosaic Law. He is the only 
person to ever be declared righteous 
according to the demands of the Law.

2. He was the spotless sacrificial Lamb of 
God that upgraded the temporary sacrifices 
of the old covenant into a permanent 
forgiveness offered to anyone who would 
receive it in repentant faith.
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Why is the gospel better 
than the Law? Why is 

Jesus more glorious than 
any other intermediary? 

Because it is God himself 
doing the job himself for 
the people all by himself. 
Consider the exhaustive 

and exhausting 
comprehensiveness and 

rigor that the Law entails. 
Multiply that by the glory 
that radiated on Moses’s 

face, that was transmitted 
on a mountaintop via ten 
thousand flaming angels. 

Multiply that by precise 
measurements, a routine 

cycle of sacrifices, and an 
every-T-crossed attention 

to detail. Now consider 
that Christ Jesus is more 

glorious, more precise, 
more fulfilling, more 

encompassing than all 
that. And then! Consider 

that Jesus doesn’t just 
hold up his end of the 

covenant of 
righteousness: he holds 

up our end too. An 
intermediary implies 

more than one. But God 
is one. He does his job, 

and ours.

Jared C. Wilson 

Christ fulfilled the 
law and the 
prophets by 
obedience, by 
accomplishment of 
types, ceremonies, 
rites, and 
prophecies, and by 
explaining, 
spiritualizing, 
elevating, 
enlarging, and 
perfecting the 
moral law, by 
writing it on the 
heart, and by giving 
grace to obey it, as 
well as an example 
of obedience, by 
taking away its 
curse; and by the 
doctrine of free 
justification by faith 
in Himself, which 
the law prefigured 
and anticipated, but 
could not give.

John Peter Lange



3. The perfection of Jesus’ Law-keeping is 
applied to the “accounts” of all who receive 
the Lord Jesus as Savior, by faith. 

4. The Law remains a standard of God’s 
righteousness by which all will be judged. 
But because those in Christ are declared to 
have already fulfilled the requirements of 
the Mosaic Law, a new law is in operation 
for believers in which to live and be judged.

Paul explains that the Mosaic Law, though it 
came after it, was not intended to nullify the 
Abrahamic covenant. The Abrahamic 
covenant’s purpose was to draw attention to 
the central role of faith in righteousness—
Christ fulfilled that in the gospel. The Mosaic 
Law was intended to demonstrate to everyone 
that there is no hope for righteousness in self-
effort. Just knowing what you should do does 
not mean you are willing and able to do it all 
the time. The Law still functions as a standard 
of righteousness and points people to their 
need for Jesus.

Israel was trying to pursue righteousness 
through works, not through faith. One is self-
centered, the other is God-centered. One 
brings glory to self, the other to God. Romans 
9:31-10:4 uses Israel to illustrate: “Israel, 
pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive 
at that law. Why? Because they did not pursue 
it by faith, but as though it were by works…
seeking to establish their own, they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God. For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.” 
Ephesians 2:8,9 explains that God’s grace is 
free from works, so that no one but God can 
receive the credit for it. Galatians 2:21 adds,  
“if righteousness comes through the Law, then 
Christ died needlessly.”

III. New Covenant of Grace

The New Testament describes grace in Christ 
by comparing it with the law. Jeremiah 31:32 
indicates that this new covenant is “not like” the 
old covenant. It is critically important, 
especially for whole-Bible-believing Christians, 
that we understand what in the old covenant of 
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the Scriptures make it 
clear that our good 

works are the results of 
God’s good work. If we 

ground our hopes for 
sanctification in our own 

obedience, we will rush 
headlong into despair, 

because we are 
constantly falling back 
into sin, unable to obey 

perfectly, and we are 
constantly discovering 
new areas of our heart 
that need cleaning. We 

break covenant daily. But 
the covenant holds 

because God is faithful. 
Let us fear him and obey 

him, and let us do so 
grounded in the 

wonderful truth that he 
will persevere his saints. 

This makes gospel 
centrality so important. 
The longer we take our 
eyes off the gospel, the 
more we will think our 

sanctification is powered 
by our own good efforts, 

and that is just a short 
skip and a jump to self-

righteousness. The 
gospel is the beating 

heart of sanctified 
obedience. 

 
Jared C. Wilson

2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin 
on our behalf, so that 
we might become the 
righteousness of God 
in Him.

“Abraham 
believed God, and 
it was counted 
unto him for 
righteousness”  
[Romans 4:3]

…Salvation was 
obtained by simply 
resting on the two 
“facts” God had 
promised about 
Jesus: He was 
crucified as the 
payment for our 
sins; He was 
resurrected as 
proof that God 
accepted His 
sacrifice as 
payment. Just as 
Abraham was 
saved by believing 
God would keep 
His word, I was 
saved by believing 
He had.

J.D. Greear



the law is now obsolete and what is still in 
operation. More importantly, Christians need to 
understand what is new, and how God wants 
us to become rooted and mature in it.

Before we look at the differences between the 
Old and the New, let us take a step back and 
knock back some “humility pills.” There are 
statements in the New Testament that may 
seem to contradict one another about the 
usefulness of the Law for the New Testament 
believer. We know they don’t, because God, 
who inspired the whole Bible, can not 
contradict Himself—He is the Truth and 
incapable of lying. Properly understood, these 
passages preach the gospel in unison. Yet, 
humility is necessary so we continue to grow in 
our own understanding. It is also important so 
that we sympathize with believers who may be 
struggling to understand a very difficult topic. 
Believers who have gotten stuck in a common 
misunderstanding and are living in old-
covenant error—without the joy, freedom and 
holiness of grace in Christ—need patient and 
kind encouragement to learn and grow.

Jesus on the Law
A passage commonly cited in support of 
observing the laws of the old covenant is 
Matthew 5:17-20. Jesus clearly says a series 
of statements that lift high the importance of 
the Law: 1) He didn’t come to abolish the Law 
but to fulfill it 2) the Law won’t pass away—
ever 3) don’t annul the law to yourself or others 
4) make sure your righteousness surpasses 
the Pharisees if you want to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. These statements seem unlikely to 
come from the One sent to make the Law 
“obsolete.” How can these statements be 
harmonized and properly understood?

A good place to make sense of this passage is 
by reminding ourselves that Jesus Himself 
preached the New Covenant. His Matthew 5 
statements were not saying that God’s plan is 
that we stay under the Old Covenant. On the 
night before His arrest, Jesus said, “This cup 
which is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20).
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Matthew 5:17-20

Do not think that I came to 
abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. For 

truly I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest 

letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is 

accomplished. Whoever 
then annuls one of the 

least of these 
commandments, and 

teaches others to do the 
same, shall be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven; 

but whoever keeps and 
teaches them, he shall be 

called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. For I say to you 

that unless your 
righteousness surpasses 

that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not 

enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

Hebrews 8:13

…When He said, “A new 
covenant,” He has made 

the first obsolete. But 
whatever is becoming 

obsolete and growing old is 
ready to disappear.

Romans 6:14

For sin shall not be master 
over you, for you are not 

under law but under grace.

Galatians 3:24,25

Therefore the Law has 
become our tutor to lead us 
to Christ, so that we may be 

justified by faith. But now 
that faith has come, we are 

no longer under a tutor.

He fulfilled “the 
Law” by living in 
complete obedience 
to its original design 
and purpose. And he 
fulfilled “the 
Prophets” by 
completing all the 
promises that had 
been made about him 
in their writings. He 
was “born under the 
law” (Gal. 4:4), 
fulfilled the law in 
his life and teaching, 
bore the “curse of 
the law” by his death 
on the cross (Gal. 
3:13), and continues 
to fulfill “the law’s 
requirement” 
through believers 
today as he enables 
us to walk by the 
Spirit (Rom. 8:3-4).

Ken Hemphill

Romans 7:4,6

Therefore, my 
brethren, you also 
were made to die to 
the Law through the 
body of Christ, so that 
you might be joined to 
another, to Him who 
was raised from the 
dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit for God 
. . . But now we have 
been released from the 
Law, having died to 
that by which we were 
bound, so that we 
serve in newness of 
the Spirit and not in 
oldness of the letter.



Jesus’ statement about fulfilling the Law must 
be properly understood. Jesus did fulfill the 
Law. He didn’t do away with it or ignore it, but 
rather, He met all of its demands down to the 
letter and the punctuation. God will judge 
humanity based on the righteous standards of 
the Law. Every person will either 1) stand 
before God on the basis of their own 
observance of the Law, or 2) stand before God 
based upon Jesus’ observance of the Law. The 
Law will not be annulled or pass away. No 
covenant exists, even the new covenant, that 
removes God’s righteous standards found in 
Scripture.

Finally, Jesus said that our righteousness must 
surpass the Pharisees’. This should be 
understood in a couple of ways. First, the 
Pharisees practiced distortions of the Law, not 
the Law as given by God. In that sense, God 
wants our righteousness to begin at the heart, 
not on external appearances. Second, the 
Pharisee’s efforts to keep the Law was not 
good enough. No one’s efforts are. Our 
righteousness misses the mark—by a lot. God 
expects nothing less than perfection. Only in 
Christ can we be declared perfectly righteous 
in our standing before God. In our practical 
living, our righteousness can surpass that of 
the Pharisees by our abiding in Christ. 

Living in the New Covenant
Grace, through faith, is not only what saves us 
(Ephesians 2:8-9), but it is the manner in which 
believers are instructed to live as well. 
“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk in Him” (Colossians 2:6). 
Paul chastised the Galatian Christians for 
failing to live in the new covenant by which 
they were saved (Galatians 3:3-5). They were 
trying to live as believers in obedience to the 
law, according to the strength of their “flesh.” 
Paul called them “foolish” and “bewitched”—
having traded-in the superior life of walking 
with Christ, by the Spirit, for the life of self-effort 
in the flesh. 

Understanding and living according to the new 
covenant is extremely important for several 
reasons:
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Galatians 3:3-5

You foolish Galatians, who 
has bewitched you, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? This is the only 

thing I want to find out from 
you: did you receive the 

Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with 

faith? Are you so foolish? 
Having begun by the Spirit, 

are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?

There are two classes of 
doers of the Law, true 
doers and hypocritical 

doers. The true doers of 
the Law are those who 

are moved by faith in 
Christ to do the Law. 

The hypocritical doers 
of the Law are those 

who seek to obtain 
righteousness by a 

mechanical 
performance of good 

works while their hearts 
are far removed from 
God. They act like the 
foolish carpenter who 

starts with the roof when 
he builds a house. 

Instead of doing the 
Law, these law-

conscious hypocrites 
break the Law. They 

break the very first 
commandment of God 

by denying His promise 
in Christ. They do not 
worship God in faith. 

They worship 
themselves.

Martin Luther

The story of the 
whole Bible is 
about Grace 
Administration. 
The New Testament 
tells us that the 
coming of Jesus 
changed the way 
grace is 
administered. The 
Old Testament 
administered the 
grace of Jesus in a 
way that suited the 
times and the 
people then— 
through 
prophecies, 
pictures, and 
symbols. It was 
glorious—for its 
time. But now, the 
same grace is to be 
administered 
directly and only 
through Jesus. 
Grace 
Administration is 
“Under New 
Management.” As 
such, it is even 
more glorious: 
“For if what is 
passing away was 
glorious, what 
remains is much 
more glorious.” In 
other words, the 
New Testament is 
not a new business 
but a new way of 
administering the 
same business of 
grace. It is Grace 
Administration 
“Under New 
Management.”

David Murray



1) New covenant living can position believers 
to fully experience loving Jesus without 
restraint, and full surrender to His Lordship

2) Only a life of abiding in Christ brings about 
true righteousness (love for God and 
people), impact on others, glory to God and 
eternal reward 

3) Christians need to live and spread the 
gospel as good news, not trying to obey the 
Law as good news 

4) Christians need to understand and 
articulate how the Old and New Testaments 
are both God’s Word and can be fully 
trusted when understood properly

5) Believers can have assurance of their 
salvation when intimacy with Christ 
deepens, He transforms them into His 
likeness, and He bears fruits of love 
through their lives (1 John 3:9-10). 

Resting in Christ’s Finished Work
Believers who become rooted in the gospel are 
able to rest in the full acceptance of God, 
regardless of persistent moral failures. They 
are able to rest in the work of Christ on their 
behalf. This removes the anxiety many 
Christians experience concerning God’s 
approval of them. Some struggle because after 
being saved, they feel that they “should know 
better”—post-salvation sins can carry more 
shame than pre-salvation sins. 

Believers resting in the truths of the gospel are 
amazed afresh daily. They are rightly 
convinced, regardless of feelings of 
condemnation, that their approval by God has 
already been permanently secured by Christ’s 
perfect observance of the law, and by His 
death, resurrection and ascension. This 
liberates these believers to enjoy God as He 
commands for us to enjoy Him. 

These believers stop fixating on how and how 
much they are sinning, and become fixated on 
Jesus. Loving Him without fear of rejection 
liberates them to love Him wholeheartedly and 
press into deeper intimacy and worship. Their 
lives are motivated to love Him extravagantly. 
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We are used to 
hearing about 
“falling from 
grace” as 
describing those 
who fall into some 
gross 
licentiousness, 
sexual sin or the 
like. 

Paul forbids these 
kinds of works of 
the flesh in 
Galatians 5:13–21, 
but there is a 
different kind of 
work of the flesh 
he targets in 
Galatians 5:1–4, 
and it is essentially 
legalism. To be 
legalistic is to fall 
from grace!

Jared C. Wilson

Galatians 5:1–4  

For freedom Christ 
has set us free; stand 
firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. Look: 
I, Paul, say to you 
that if you accept 
circumcision, Christ 
will be of no  
advantage to you. I 
testify again to every 
man who accepts 
circumcision that he 
is obligated to keep 
the whole law. You 
are severed from 
Christ, you who 
would be justified by 
the law; you have 
fallen away from 
grace.  

When the devil throws 
our sins up to us and 

declares that we deserve 
death and hell, we ought 

to speak thus: “I admit 
that I deserve death and 

hell. What of it? Does this 
mean that I shall be 
sentenced to eternal 

damnation? By no 
means. For I know One 
who suffered and made 

satisfaction in my behalf. 
His name is Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. Where he 

is, there shall I be also.

Martin Luther



Sin is less appealing. Believers give 
themselves over the Lordship of Christ. His 
Spirit within them creates a desire to live for 
Him. Doing God’s will no longer is about “I 
have to,” but is now about “I want to.” The Spirit 
of Christ is active within and produces fruits of 
love, joy and obedience that bring glory to 
Himself.

Abiding in Christ
Jesus said in John 15:5 that apart from abiding 
in Christ, “you can do nothing.” Believers who 
take that to heart act accordingly. They know 
that a Christ-less, self-righteousness is 
impossible. Efforts to be righteous apart from 
Christ are filthy before the Lord. His desire is to 
be glorified by Spirit-born righteousness in us, 
not to be impressed with us—He’s not and 
never will be. But He loves us like crazy!

Picture a narrow road with a deep ditch on 
each side. Abiding in Christ represents staying 
on the road. On one side of the road is the 
danger of self-righteousness. Believers drift 
into distance from Christ, and become 
comfortable with the idea that they can be 
pleasing to God through self-effort. On the 
other side of the road is the danger of self-rule. 
Believers drift into distance from Christ, and 
their affections turn toward other things. 

The two ditches on the road of Christian living 
are both self-dug ditches. Both are 
characterized by distance from Christ and 
pride. Pride on one side convinces the believer 
that they don’t need an abiding relationship 
with Christ to be righteous. Pride on the other 
side convinces the believer that there is 
something more lovely than an abiding 
relationship with Christ. Neither produces the 
kind of Christ-glorifying righteousness He died 
to produce within us.

When traveling on the abiding road, your eyes 
must be fixed on the road, and on the signs. It 
is easy to veer one way or another and land in 
a ditch. Hebrews 12:2 says that we must “fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
your faith.” The Christian life is about being 
rightly related to God through Christ, loving 
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I am learning that doing 
things in my strength, 
even when I have the 

skill set to do them, is an 
act of traitorship against 

Christ.

Rosaria Butterfield

We all tend to be 
quite adept at 
ignoring our own 
sin while being 
highly sensitized to 
the sin of others. It 
is hard for us to 
receive the loving 
criticism, 
confrontation, and 
rebuke of others 
because we tend to 
think of ourselves 
as more sanctified 
than we actually 
are. As the Bible 
invites us to look 
intently into it, as 
into a mirror, it 
invites a humbling 
and accurate self-
assessment. The 
biblical doctrine of 
sin confronts each 
of us with the 
reality that we are 
not as good as we 
imagine we are, and 
therefore more 
needy and 
vulnerable than we 
typically consider 
ourselves to be. 

Paul Tripp

Romans 15:18

For I will not presume to 
speak of anything except 

what Christ has 
accomplished through me…

the…Church in England 
placed John Bunyan, the 

author of Pilgrim’s 
Progress, in prison for 

preaching the gospel of 
God’s unmerited grace 

toward sinners. Their 
argument was that when 
the fear of punishment is 

removed, people would 
run wild, doing whatever 

they wanted. Bunyan 
replied, “If people really 

see that Christ has 
removed the fear of 

punishment from them 
by taking it into Himself, 

they won’t do whatever 
they want, they’ll do 

whatever He wants.”

J. D. Greear



Him wholeheartedly, and living under His 
Lordship. Christ is the goal. When morality is 
the goal, people often try to get there apart 
from Him. 

One sign that needs to be paid attention to is 
the signpost of sin. When a believer finds 
himself in sin, God’s will is not for that believer 
to shame himself. Sin, punishment and shame 
have already been dealt with on the cross. 
God’s will is for the believer to receive the 
truths of the gospel with joy and repent back to 
an abiding relationship with Christ. Godly 
sorrow results in repentance; gospel-less 
condemnation is from the enemy and drives a 
wedge between us and God that Christ has 
already removed. 

Sin should be confessed and brought to light—
with full confidence that God’s justice for that 
sin has already been satisfied in Christ. 
Cleansing for self-reliance and self-rule is the 
work that is needed to move forward (1 John 
1:9). Sin should be a blinking neon signal for 
you. It signals that in that moment, you were 
not abiding in Christ. Rather than trying to “stop 
sinning,” all of your future efforts need to be 
poured into abiding in Christ. The believer can 
join God in turning sin into a reminder to 
pursue Christ. Sin is an ever-present reminder 
of the need for Christ’s sacrifice, but also a 
warning sign that reminds believers of the need 
to keep abiding in Christ. This will keep 
believers from living in sin, or feeling falsely 
assured in themselves.

Law of Love
Paul joins the other New Testament writers in 
concluding that love is the law of the new 
covenant. Without love, there is no 
righteousness. All of the Law is summed up in 
love for God and others. John writes that 
anyone believing they are righteous without 
love is a liar (1 John 3:10). Righteousness is 
not about avoiding bad things and doing good 
things. That is the way the Pharisees thought. 
Righteousness is the radical love of God 
producing radical love for God that produces 
unconditional love for people.

Session Nine   first [place] love  pg. �  of �13 15

Romans 13:8

Owe nothing to anyone 
except to love one 

another; for he who loves 
his neighbor has fulfilled 

the law. For this, “You 
shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall 
not covet,” and if there is 

any other commandment, 
it is summed up in this 
saying, “You shall love 

your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.

Romans 6:12-14

Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body 
so that you obey its lusts, 

and do not go on 
presenting the members 

of your body to sin as 
instruments of 

unrighteousness; but 
present yourselves to 

God as those alive from 
the dead, and your 

members as instruments 
of righteousness to God. 

For sin shall not be 
master over you, for you 

are not under law but 
under grace.

SIN ALERT!

For the born-again 
believer, sin is a 

warning sign that 
you have stopped 
abiding in Christ.

Immediately: 

1) Accept the truth 
that, in Christ, this sin 
did not drive a wedge 
between you and 
God. Your sins have 
already been paid for 
in full. Don’t wallow in 
your grief over your 
sin. God’s will for you 
is to wallow in this 
amazing gospel 
(which you don’t 
deserve—even if you 
didn’t just mess up).

2) Reflect on the root 
idolatry of your sin. 
Confess your idolatry 
to God and ask for 
His heart cleansing,  
that you might grow 
in Christ as Lord and 
as your first love. Use 
the Scriptures to 
renew your mind. Ask 
God for wisdom from 
other believers who 
will help you set 
boundaries to 
minimize the appeal 
and access of sin.

3) Choose to enjoy 
worship and intimacy 
with Jesus right now. 
Replace focus on self 
with gratitude for the 
gospel and worship 
for Jesus.

4) Turn back to Christ 
to begin abiding in 
Him in unhindered, 
continual prayer, and 
abiding in His word.



Conclusion

God’s revelation of Himself became more clear 
over time until the full and final revelation of 
Himself in Christ. We have the benefit of 
looking back on the old covenants with greater 
understanding than those to whom it was 
originally given. For New Testament era 
believers, it's important to look back on the old 
covenants, so we can best understand and 
operate within the superior new covenant. This 
can keep us from key spiritual hazards that 
have shipwrecked the faith of many well-
meaning believers.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

2. What would you say to a non-believer who 
accuses Christians of picking and choosing 
which verses to obey? 

3. Is it God’s will that we obey all of the 
commands listed in the Old Testament? How 
could obedience to some of God’s commands 
indicate confusion in understanding the 
gospel? (see circumcision and passages 
containing Galatians 5:6 & Colossians 3:11)

4. What about the law is obsolete for Christians? 
Is what is obsolete for Christians also obsolete 
for non-Christians? Why or why not?

5. How can you go about authentically following 
God’s will as a new covenant believer? How 
can you guard against self-reliance and loosen 
the grip of sin in a way that brings glory to 
Christ? 

 
In closing, have someone pray a prayer of love 
and surrender to Jesus, using discoveries from 
the See and Share time.
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 
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Introduction

Clive Wearing is a 77-year old British musician, 
suffering from the worst case of amnesia in 
recorded history. In 1985, when only 46 years 
old, a common, otherwise harmless virus 
attacked his brain, leaving him unable to 
remember most of his past. He is only able to 
form new memories for between 7 and 30 
seconds before he completely forgets them. 
For years, he has kept a journal. About every 
30 seconds, he writes a new entry that he has 
just woken up for the first time. Though he 
recognizes the handwriting of previous entries, 
he is convinced he didn’t write them. He has no 
recollection of doing so and is convinced that 
he has been unconscious for months or years.

Mr. Wearing has retained basic life skills such 
as eating and dressing. He can read and write. 
He has even retained the ability to play the 
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                                                                         LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

Session Goal: to better understand and experience the indwelling Christ, our status in Christ, and live 
authentically in our “in Christ” identity, with Him as our first love and Lord.

@home SESSION TEN: Christ in Me; Me in Christ

DAY 1
Introduction: Believers must remember who they are in Christ
I. Christ in me:  Christ indwells every believer through the Holy Spirit

DAY 2 II. Me in Christ:  My standing before God is linked to Christ and His work

DAY 3
III. Identity Integrity:  My union with Christ gives my life purpose and direction
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 
...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

?  

Imagine if you had 
total amnesia, 
similar to Clive 
Wearing. 

What would that 
feel like?

What kinds of 
things would you 
do if you, nor 
anyone else, 
knew who you 
were?

Clive Wearing, and wife 
Deborah, 1984. 



piano and conduct music—all for less than a 
minute, until his brain “reawakens” him. He 
also remembers his wife, Deborah, whom he 
married only six months before his illness. His 
face still lights up with excitement for the 
woman he is in love with, as if he hadn’t seen 
her in ages (though she may have just stepped 
out of the room for a moment).

Similar to Wearing, true Christians often suffer 
from a form of spiritual amnesia. It doesn’t take 
long to forget our true identity in Christ. It 
seems that no sooner do we remember who 
we are, that we are forgetting all over again. 
We act as if we have no memory of who we are 
in Him. Only when we recover the memory of 
who we are in Christ, can we live accordingly.

Union with Christ
The doctrine of our union with Christ is one of 
the least understood and taught biblical 
doctrines. Simply put, union with Christ is the 
bond we have with Christ. One dimension of it 
is described in Scripture by the phrase “Christ 
in me.” The other aspect of it is described by 
the phrase “me in Christ.” Together, they work 
together to describe the nature of the bond true 
believers have with Christ, and the 
consequences of that bond. 

Union with Christ could be thought of like the 
hub of a wagon wheel. Attached to this hub are 
the spokes of our salvation (justification), 
growing (sanctification), and final completion 
(glorification). Also attached are the spokes of 
the Lord’s saving work and kingly reign—His 
death, resurrection, ascension, reign as 
Lord, second-coming and final judgment. 
What binds all of these dimensions of 
Christ and His work for us is the permanent 
union we have with Christ. 

As Ray Ortlund explains, union with Christ 
guarantees and actualizes the “certainty 
and inevitability of our salvation.” Or in 
other words, because of who Christ is and 
what He accomplished, our union with Him is 
able to bring to completion the salvation for 
which we hope.
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Doctrine

Doctrine. (Gk. 
didaskalia). Act of 

teaching or that which 
is taught. The use of 
the term in Scripture, 
however, is broader 

than a simple reference 
to information passed 
on from one person to 

another or from one 
generation to the next. 

Christianity is a religion 
founded on a message 
of good news rooted in 
the significance of the 
life of Jesus Christ. In 

Scripture, then, 
doctrine refers to the 

entire body of essential 
theological truths that 

define and describe 
that message (1 Tim. 
1:10; 4:16; 6:3; Titus 

1:9). The message 
includes historical 

facts, such as those 
regarding the events of 
the life of Jesus Christ 
(1 Cor. 11:23). But it is 

deeper than 
biographical facts 

alone. As J. Gresham 
Machen pointed out 

years ago, Jesus’ 
death is an integral 

historical fact but it is 
not doctrine. Jesus’ 

death for sins (1 Cor. 
15:3) is doctrine. 
Doctrine, then, is 

scriptural teaching on 
theological truths.

Evangelical Dictionary of 
Biblical Theology

Union with Christ 
is not union with a 
system of doctrine, 
nor with external 
religious 
influences, nor with 
an organized 
church, nor with an 
ideal man—but 
rather, with a 
personal, risen, 
living, omnipresent 
Lord.

J. W. A. Steward



I.  Christ in Me

The first dimension of our union with Christ is 
the “Christ in me” dimension. Next week, we 
will discuss the role Christ has in His church. 
But our focus this week is on Christ in the 
individual believer. In what sense is Christ “in” 
an individual who is truly saved? 

Let’s begin with an overview of Scripture that 
clearly states that Christ is in you. Paul states 
in Galatians 2:20 “Christ…lives in me.” He tells 
the Ephesian Christians that Christ intends to 
“make His home in your hearts” (Ephesians 
3:17). In Romans 8:9, Paul explains that if 
anyone does not have the “Spirit of Christ” 
living within, they don’t belong to Christ. To the 
Corinthian church Paul asks “…do you not 
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you…?” (2 Corinthians 13:5). And in 
Galatians Paul explains that “God has sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,” to 
those who have been born again into God’s 
family (Galatians 4:6). 

Drawing from the Week 8 Session on Christ’s 
Ascension and Exaltation, we learned that 
Jesus ascended bodily and is seated on 
heaven’s throne. No where in Scripture does it 
say that the body of Christ indwells a believer, 
only that Christ does. Clearly, the body of 
Jesus does not physically occupy space inside 
of believers’ bodies. A simple bathroom scale 
before and after salvation could disprove that 
idea. Romans 8:9 says “the Spirit of Christ” 
and Galatians 4:6 says “the Spirit of His Son” is 
what enters into the believer. 

John 14:16-18 “I will ask the Father, and He 
will give you another Helper, that He may be 
with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it does not 
see Him or know Him, but you know Him 
because He abides with you and will be in 
you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you. After a little while the world will no longer 
see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you 
will live also. In that day you will know that I am 
in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.”
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant of
Grace in Christ

Christ in Me;
Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

Romans 8:9-11

However, you are not 
in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in 
you. But if anyone 
does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to 
Him. If Christ is in 
you, though the body 
is dead because of 
sin, yet the spirit is 
alive because of 
righteousness. But if 
the Spirit of Him who 
raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, 
He who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead 
will also give life to 
your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit 
who dwells in you.

Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is 
no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the 
Son of God, who 
loved me and gave 
Himself up for me.

Holy Spirit

Some Christian 
groups incorrectly 
teach that the Holy 
Spirit indwells a  
believer sometime 
after salvation in a 
separate event called 
“baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.” Romans 8:9 
makes it clear that 
anyone without the 
Spirit doesn’t belong 
to Christ at all. He 
indwells every true 
believer at the 
moment of salvation.



John 14 explains that after Jesus returns to 
heaven, the Spirit of truth will be sent to abide 
in believers. Yet it also says that Jesus will not 
leave them as orphans because He Himself 
would come to them. Verse 23 says that Jesus 
and the Father will make their home in anyone 
who loves Jesus. There is a sense in which 
Triune God indwells the believer. But the 
primary way the New Testament speaks of 
Christ indwelling the believer is through the 
person of the Holy Spirit. “For Paul, to have 
Christ is to have the Spirit, because Christ 
indwells us through the Spirit” (Sinclair 
Ferguson). “We know by this that He [Jesus 
Christ] abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has 
given us” (1 John 3:24).

How does the indwelling Spirit of Christ make a 
difference in me? C. H. Spurgeon suggests 
that Christ in me means that Christ is mine. I 
am the “temple of the Holy Spirit,” meaning that 
the fullness of His presence lives in me (1 
Corinthians 3:16, 6:19). He is not just the King 
of the Universe out there somewhere; He is my 
ever-present King. He lives within and is 
therefore intimately involved with every 
moment of my life. He is active within me; His 
Spirit is producing the character and actions of 
Christ. There is nothing within me that the Spirit 
of God is not actively bringing under the 
Lordship of Jesus. 

II. Me in Christ

While the New Testament teaches that Christ is 
in the believer, the weight of emphasis is on 
the believer being “in Christ.” Paul used the 
phrase, or variations of it, 164 times. An 
illustration captures this New Testament 
emphasis. Imagine you are a bottle floating in 
the ocean. The ocean represents Christ. 
Bottles can float in the ocean when filled with a 
little or a lot of water. God’s will is that you are 
filled completely with ocean water. This is the 
picture of “Christ in me.” 

The picture of “me in Christ” is different. The 
ocean is vast. Though the bottle may be 
entirely filled with ocean water, it contains only 
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Ephesians 3:17-19

so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts 
through faith; and that 
you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what 
is the breadth and 
length and height and 
depth, and to know the 
love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled 
up to all the fullness of 
God.

Fish in the sea are good, 
but the fish in the boat 

are the fish for you! Once 
get them in the net, or 

better still, safe into the 
vessel, and you are glad. 
Now Christ in Heaven—

Christ free to poor 
sinners is precious—but 

Christ here in the heart is 
most precious of all! 

Here is the marrow and 
fatness. Christ on board 
the vessel brings safety 

and calm. Christ in your 
house, Christ in your 

heart, Christ in you— 
that is the cream of the 

matter, the honey of the 
honeycomb! Gold is 

valuable, but men think 
more of a pound in their 

pockets than of huge 
ingots in the bank vault. 
A loaf of bread is a fine 

thing, but if we could not 
eat it, and so get it within 

us, we might die of 
starvation. A medicine 

may be a noble cure, but 
if it is always kept in the 
vial and we never take a 

draught from it, what 
good will it do us? Christ 
is best known when He is 

Christ in you. 

C. H. Spurgeon

To be filled with the 
Spirit (Eph. 5), 
therefore, means 
that everything 
Christ is and offers 
dwells in us right 
now—not in 
reduced supply but 
in all of its fullness 
(Eph. 3). So much 
so that the Spirit’s 
indwelling presence 
can be boiled down 
to one phrase: 
“Christ in 
you” (Rom. 8 and 
Col. 1). Even in the 
darkest moments 
the Spirit is 
powerfully at work 
unleashing fresh 
expressions of the 
bounty of God’s 
promises to us in 
Jesus. The Church 
has not received 
“half” a Savior. 
Wherever the Spirit 
abides, ALL of 
Jesus abides.

David Bryant



the tiniest fraction of the ocean’s volume. 
Similarly, Christ is doing so much more in the 
world and in history than what He is doing in 
any individual believer. Christ fills each and 
every believer, but the emphasis is for the 
believer to be engulfed in who Christ is and 
moved along into what Christ is doing. I am a 
citizen of the Kingdom, but the Kingdom cannot 
be contained by just me. When I see what the 
King is doing, it readies me to join Him in His 
Kingdom advance in others. When all I see is 
Him in me, my vision of His majesty and 
Lordship shrink.

The analogy raises the issue of Lordship in an 
interesting way. While the Spirit of Christ 
indwells every believer in full measure, it is 
only when the believer operates “in Christ” in 
full measure that Lordship is achieved. 
Believers, indwelled by the Holy Spirit, are still 
quite capable of living lives absorbed in self. 
This is manifested in any number of self-
deceptions and worldly pursuits. Forgetting 
who we are in Christ not only affects the 
abundant life Christ died to give us, but it also 
affects the church family and even the world. 

However, when believers remember who they 
are in Christ, their view of Jesus becomes 
more expansive as they behold the glory of 
Christ and the outworking of His Lordship 
around the world. First place love becomes 
irresistible. And just as spiritual amnesia affects 
others, awakening to who we are in Christ 
affects and infects families, the church family 
and the world—for His glory and Kingdom 
purposes.

My Standing in Christ 
Every believer should have a firm grasp of 
what it means to be “in Christ.” So much so 
that it is not only understood, but can also be 
lived out, as well as taught to other believers 
and the next generation. 

Our “standing” in Christ is the security that 
believers have in their relationship with God. 
When they “got saved,” they saw clearly that it 
was an act of undeserved grace paid for by 
Christ. But many believers develop spiritual 
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?  

What is Christ 
doing in the world 
right now?  

You are a part of 
that as an 
ambassador of 
Christ and His 
Kingdom, because 
of your union with 
Him. 

What is He doing 
in your family? 
Your church 
family? Your 
country? The 
world? 

How can you join 
Him in bringing 
others into His 
Kingdom — where 
He is first love 
and first place as 
Lord?

If we’re not careful, we 
will define ourselves by 
the houses we live in or 

by dozens of other 
external, temporary 

things. For some people, 
their entire identity and 
sense of self-worth are 

built around their house, 
their job, their children, 
their ability to dress in a 

certain way, or their 
fitness level… It evolves 
into “I’m on the ‘upper-

middle class, white, drive-
a-BMW, have a five-

bedroom house with a 
playroom and an 

entertainment room’ 
team.” Then you’ve even 

got the blue-collar 
egocentric identity, 

saying, “I’m not some 
sissy, BMW-driving, 

caviar-eating, 
champagne-sipping 

weenie. I am a genuine 
Miller Draft, two-dollar 

hamburger, mac ’n‘ 
cheese kind of guy.” So 

you’ve got pride over on 
the other side, too, about 
being not the other guy. 

What the Bible repeatedly 
tells us to do…is to find 

who we are not in the 
external but in the 

internal. Instead of 
defining ourselves based 

on what we do or don’t 
do, the gospel would have 
us remember what Christ 
has done. Therefore, the 

Christian’s identity is 
completely built on Him 

and on nothing else.

Matt Chandler



amnesia after encountering the virus of 
indwelling sin. Shaken, their wobbly souls feel 
defenseless against the flaming arrows of the 
accuser. The memory of grace fades and these 
believers begin to believe and act as if their 
relationship with God stands or falls on 
something other than grace in Christ. They 
have forgotten their standing in Christ. Their 
attempts to fortify themselves outside of Christ 
are as futile as attempts to be saved without 
Christ. Believers must remember and become 
rooted in their standing in Christ. 
Consider the following Scriptures and the truth 
they speak about our standing before God in 
Christ:

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with 
Christ…” 

Romans 6:5 “…we have become united with 
Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we 
shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection”

2 Corinthians 5:21 “He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Galatians 3:26 “For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Romans 8:17 “and if children, heirs also, heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ…”

Ephesians 2:6 “and raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus”

1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ all will be made alive.”

Romans 8:1 “…there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

The truth in these Scriptures could be 
summarized with: I am united with Christ…

…in his death for my sin. My sin has 
already been paid for.

…in His resurrection, in which I can live in 
freedom from sin’s reign and stand before 
God without fear of rejection.

…as a child of God, adopted and now a co-
heir of eternal life with Christ.

…in His ascension. Just as He dwells in 
heaven today, it is likewise my destiny.
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Every believer is 
united with Christ on 
the same foundation, 
with the full access 
and authority 
granted by being 
made joint heirs with 
Christ. And in the 
final day, no matter 
where we are in our 
Christian walks, we 
will all reach the 
same destination on 
the same basis. There 
are no coach seats on 
the journey to Christ 
when he calls his 
elect from the four 
winds, from one end 
of the heavens to 
another.

Jared C. Wilson

The same love the perfect 
Father has for the perfect 

Son is the love that 
Christ, our everlasting 

Father, now has for us. I 
have a hard time really 

getting my mind around 
that. But if the Son of 

God doesn’t sit around 
wondering about His 

relationship to His 
Father, I should not be 

worried about my 
relationship to Him. 
When you become a 

Christian you are 
actually placed in Christ 
and Christ into you, and 

just as Christ could never 
be cast out from the 

Father, neither can you. 
That is assurance if there 

ever was such a thing.

J. D. Greear



…in His eternal life. Just as Jesus has 
obtained an eternal, glorified body, so will I.

…and therefore stand before God as 
accepted as Jesus is.

Our standing before God in Christ is secure, 
because Christ’s standing before God is 
secure. When He saved us, we were linked to 
the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of 
Christ. His destiny became our destiny. We are 
as acceptable to God as Jesus is. We are as 
loved and cherished as Jesus is. We are as 
rewarded as Jesus is. All that He has earned 
we have inherited.

The Bible provides four major metaphors (or 
word-pictures) to describe our union with 
Christ: 1) the Vine and branches 2) the Groom 
and the bride 3) the Head and the body and 4) 
the Foundation and building. Each of these 
metaphors is highly instructive of the nature of 
our union with Christ. Let’s briefly consider 
what the metaphor of marriage teaches.

Marriage, regardless of its legal definition, 
changes the status of a common relationship 
into one that is unique. The Bible uses this 
powerful picture to describe the standing true 
believers have in Christ. First, we see that the 
bride takes the name of her spouse. Likewise, 
believers are called Christians—their identity is 
inseparably linked to the groom. The union of 
lives, souls, and bodies speaks to the total-
person union we have with Christ. There is no 
relationship as intimate as with Christ. He is 
ever-present, knows us fully, understands us 
perfectly and completely accepts us and loves 
us in our vulnerability before Him—just as we 
are. 

In marriage, each inherits the other’s extended 
family, just as all who are wed to Christ inherit 
His family. Their resources are shared. The 
couple’s destiny is linked together. Where one 
moves and lives, the other follows. Our union 
with Christ makes us one with Him, that we 
might experience Him as our first love and our 
living Lord without end. 

Session Ten   first [place] love  pg. �  of �7 12

Sanctification is 
about becoming in 
practice what we 
are in reality. 
Sanctification is 
really the process 
of us catching up 
with our 
justification.

Matt Papa 

Learning Activity:

Discuss how marriage 
distortions can 
undermine the 

message of the 
gospel:

Address 1) the 
redefinition of 

marriage, 2) divorce, 
3) infidelity 4) unloving 

marriages and 5) 
marriages isolated 

from the church.

Give equal weight to 
all five in your 

discussion. 

Which pose the 
greatest threat to the 

gospel message of 
our union with 
Christ? Why?



III. Identity Integrity

Our standing before God in Christ provides 
confidence and boldness to enjoy our 
relationship with God. Through this unhindered 
relationship, God changes our affections and 
develops first place love for Jesus in us. But 
He doesn’t stop there. God takes our union 
with Christ and extends in into all other 
relationships. In Colossians 3, Paul issues a 
challenge to believers based upon their union 
with Christ. “Therefore if you have been raised 
up with Christ….” (Colossians 3:1). Those who 
are in Christ have corresponding expectations 
of righteousness—not a form of righteousness 
rooted in self-works, but righteousness that is 
the fruit of an abiding relationship with Christ. 
Paul is explaining that Christ saved us so that 
the integrity of our lives would match our 
identity in Christ.

Colossians 3 takes the theological truths of 
union with Christ into real-world living. In v. 3, 
Paul draws attention to the enthroned Christ, 
and the fact that believers’ identities are 
“hidden with Christ” so radically that Christ “is 
our life” (v. 4). Few statements capture the 
essence of Lordship like this. Paul continues to 
explain that union with Christ exposes idolatry 
that leads to sinful pleasures and damaged 
relationships. Paul goes on to state in verse 11 
that “Christ is all.” Every person, regardless of 
prior identity or background, is invited to 
receive Jesus Christ as their highest love and 
supreme Lord. Out of this relationship flows 
true, radical love for others and righteous 
worship toward God. 

The New Testament Scriptures are peppered 
with commands for identity integrity. In 
Ephesians 2:10 Paul explains that “we are 
God’s workmanship” (identity), “created in 
Christ Jesus for good works” (integrity). In 2 
Corinthians 5:17 he explains, “If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature” (identity); “the old 
things passed away; behold new things have 
come” (integrity). In verse 20 of the same 
chapter, Paul tells us something about our 
new-creature identity: “we are ambassadors for 
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Colossians 3:1-17
Therefore if you have been 
raised up with Christ, keep 
seeking the things above, 
where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set 

your mind on the things 
above, not on the things that 

are on earth. For you have 
died and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God. When 
Christ, who is our life, is 

revealed, then you also will 
be revealed with Him in 

glory. Therefore consider 
the members of your earthly 
body as dead to immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and greed, which 

amounts to idolatry. For it is 
because of these things that 

the wrath of God will come 
upon the sons of 

disobedience, and in them 
you also once walked, when 
you were living in them. But 

now you also, put them all 
aside: anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive 
speech from your mouth. Do 
not lie to one another, since 

you laid aside the old self 
with its evil practices, and 
have put on the new self 

who is being renewed to a 
true knowledge according to 

the image of the One who 
created him—a renewal in 

which there is no distinction 
between Greek and Jew, 

circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave and 
freeman, but Christ is all, 

and in all. So, as those who 
have been chosen of God, 
holy and beloved, put on a 

heart of compassion, 
kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience; 
bearing with one another, 
and forgiving each other, 
whoever has a complaint 

against anyone; just as the 
Lord forgave you, so also 

should you. Beyond all 
these things put on love, 

which is the perfect bond of 
unity…Whatever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus…

Christ came to take 
down all partition-
walls, that all 
might stand on the 
same level before 
God, both in duty 
and privilege. And 
for this reason, 
because Christ is 
all in all. Christ is 
a Christian’s all, 
his only Lord and 
Saviour, and all 
his hope and 
happiness. And to 
those who are 
sanctified, one as 
well as another 
and whatever they 
are in other 
respects, he is all 
in all, the Alpha 
and Omega, the 
beginning and the 
end: he is all in all 
things to them.

Matthew Henry 

When we look to 
Christ’s power for 
our justification 
but not our 
sanctification, we 
deny the only true 
power for 
enduring change. 
If Jesus is the 
image we aspire to, 
as individual 
Christians and as 
the body of Christ, 
we must continue 
to look to him 
again and again, 
more and more.

Jared C. Wilson



Christ” (identity), with God “making an appeal 
through us” (integrity). 

While the Mosaic Law has already been 
fulfilled by the life of Christ on our behalf, 
nowhere in Scripture may a believer act 
inconsistently with his identity in Christ. To 
suggest otherwise is ludicrous. Christ created 
and saved us so that we would live as saved 
people, with Him as our first love. He saved us 
into His Kingdom that He would be our Lord 
and King. It is amnesia—even insanity—for the 
believer to live detached from their true identity 
in Him, or to live for the kingdom out of which 
He rescued us. He is our life. His forever family 
is our brothers and sisters. His perfect love is 
our relationship standard. His commission 
provides our marching orders. 

Fruit vs. Work
Our union with Christ is described by Jesus as 
an “abiding” relationship with Him (John 
15:1-11). “Abiding” means “dwelling” or 
“remaining.” According to His teaching, 
“abiding” means staying vitally attached to Him 
as a branch is to its vine. 

Every command in Scripture must be 
understood in terms of our relationship with 
Christ. There is never a command to be 
righteous or to accomplish works apart from 
Christ. Many Christians attempt to do things 
“for” God, rather than allowing God to work 
through them to accomplish good works. This 
may seem like a play on words, but it is not. 

In John 15, Jesus uses the metaphor of the 
Vine and the branches. No one has ever seen 
a tomato, or any other fruit, grow apart from 
being connected to the main stem. The branch 
is unable to produce fruit apart from a living 
connection to the vine. Jesus said in John 15:5 
that “apart from me you can do nothing.”

How could a branch expect to produce fruit if 
detached from the vine? Here is the fruit-
bearing process Jesus taught in John 15: 
1) true disciples abide and remain in Christ, 2) 
God prunes the branches, removing old growth 
and providing what is needed for fruit-bearing 

Session Ten   first [place] love  pg. �  of �9 12

?  

How can a true 
believer have an 
abiding 
relationship with 
Christ? 

Is it possible to 
perform good 
works outside of 
an abiding 
relationship with 
Christ?

Give Scriptural 
support for you 
answers. 

Removed Branches

Who are the branches 
God removes in John 
15:2 then burns 15:6?

Remember, difficult 
passages are best 
interpreted in light of…

• clearer passages

• clear theological 
themes of Scripture

• the within-chapter, 
within-book, and 
Covenant context 

• the passage intent—
was this describing or 
prescribing action?

• harmony with all other 
Scripture—no verse is 
rightly understood if 
understood as contrary 
to other verses

Which of the following 
possible interpretations 
for the identity of the 
removed branches is 
correct? 
1. True believers, once 

justified, now become 
unjustified and 
condemned to hell 
because God deemed 
them too unfruitful.

2. True believers, whom 
God no longer uses for 
His Kingdom purposes. 
They no longer receive 
fruit-bearing vitality and 
intent from the vine.  
They are considered 
functionally, to be good 
for nothing.

3. Those counted among 
the branches but who 
are not really true 
branches at all. Their 
lack of fruit reveals the 
lack of union with the 
branch. Supporting 
passages include 
Matthew 7:16-20, John 
6:66, John 8:31 and 1 
John 2:18-19.

Defend with Scripture.

from Romans 8:4-14

…the requirement of 
the Law might be 
fulfilled in us, who do 
not walk according to 
the flesh but 
according to the 
Spirit. For those who 
are according to the 
flesh set their minds 
on the things of the 
flesh, but those who 
are according to the 
Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit…the mind 
set on the flesh is 
hostile toward God; 
for it does not subject 
itself to the law of 
God, for it is not even 
able to do so, and 
those who are in the 
flesh cannot please 
God…but if by the 
Spirit you are putting 
to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. 
For all who are being 
led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons 
of God. 



3) Christ produces increasing and lasting fruit 
through the connection, 4) God is glorified 
because Christ gets the credit and 5) the 
branch fulfills its purpose and so experiences 
great joy. 

Christians who are producing fruit for God 
apart from intimacy with Christ and the 
empowering of His Spirit are fooling 
themselves. At best, they are producing self-
righteous, Christ-less works that God finds 
utterly sickening and offensive. If we would 
give our lives to Christ, for His glory, then it can 
only involve a connection with Him that will 
produce fruits by His Spirit. Just being a 
Christian is not enough to produce fruit for 
God. Even knowing your spiritual gift is not 
enough. God wants your gift to be exercised 
only under the control of the One who gave 
them to you. God wants us to abide in Christ, 
moment by moment, through daily death to self 
and continually walking in the Spirit. Such a 
relationship produces real heart change and 
good works that bring glory to God. 

Conclusion

God wants us to be so transformed by our 
union with Christ that we could say “It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me” (Galatians 2:20). Paul had the right 
understanding and attitude when he said “in 
Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting 
in things pertaining to God. For I will not 
presume to speak of anything except what 
Christ has accomplished through 
me…” (Romans 15:17-18).

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

Nobody can do kingdom 
work in his own strength. 

Nobody. Kingdom work 
requires kingdom 

empowering, and no one 
can do anything of value 

without it.

Ken Hemphill



1. Which aspect of your union with Christ—“Christ 
in me” or “me in Christ”—stirs your affections 
and love for the Lord?

2. Which aspect of your union with Christ—“Christ 
in me” or “me in Christ”—motivates you to live 
joyfully under His Lordship?

3. Have you ever struggled with basing your 
standing before God on something other than 
Christ? Describe your experience. What truth 
about being “in Christ” best anchors you?

4. Which aspect of your identity in Christ seems 
most susceptible to spiritual amnesia? How 
might abiding in Christ be the cure for it?

5. What do you need to change to give priority to 
an abiding relationship with Christ?

 
In closing, have someone pray a prayer of love 
and surrender to Jesus, using discoveries from 
the See and Share time.
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See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 
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Introduction

In April 2015, Tommy Thompson was finally 
brought to trial. He had been a fugitive from the 
law for collecting and selling 3 tons of sunken 
gold treasure valued at $50 million without 
splitting the money with his partners. It seems 
that Thompson was operating outside of any 
oversight or authority. Even when his deceit 
was discovered, he ran from the law for years 
before finally being captured. The case against 
Thompson is still ongoing. 

The world-wide church of Jesus was entrusted 
with sharing the eternal treasure of the gospel. 
Some individual and groups of believers have 
delighted to spend the gospel on themselves 
with little thought of taking it to others for whom 
God intends it. God’s hope for the world is the 
church. Only believers in proper relationship 
with the Head of the church are able to 
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                                                                        LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

Session Goal: to better understand and experience the Christ as Head of the church, and to live as He 
intended in our devotion to Him and His Kingdom advance in others.

@home SESSION ELEVEN: Christ, Head of His Church

DAY 1
Introduction: 
I. The Head of the Church: The head is the authority, source and director 

DAY 2 II. The Beloved Bride: The church is many members unified in Christ

DAY 3
III. The Devoted Bride: The church is devoted to the mission of her groom
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 
...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

?  

Under what 
circumstances 
have you ever 
shared the 
gospel?

Under what 
circumstances 
would you ever 
share the 
gospel?

Treasure hunter, Tommy 
Thompson, 1989, holding a 
$50 gold piece found in the 

wreckage of the gold ship 
S.S.Central America. More of 

the treasure pictured below.



understand and accomplish their mission as 
empowered ambassadors for Christ. 

Over the last 10 weeks, we have learned that 
Jesus was active in Creation by creating 
everything, including people, for Himself. Even 
before this creation event, God had 
covenanted within Himself that God the Son 
would redeem humanity at just the right time. 
Beginning with the first human couple, God 
began to initiate covenants with people in 
preparation for God, in the person of Jesus 
Christ, to incarnate Himself to accomplish the 
work of redemption through the cross and 
resurrection. 

As the ascended and exalted Lord, Jesus’ 
unique role continues as He reigns over all 
things. His Kingdom agenda is to bring into an 
intimate and fully-surrendered relationship all 
those who will eventually be saved. He 
expands His Kingdom reign through every 
redeemed individual and local church body 
making disciples throughout the earth. He 
inaugurated the Kingdom rule of God, and we 
await its coming in fullness (consummation). In 
the meantime, He exercises His reign 
individually as Lord over and within every 
believer and corporately as Head of His 
Church. This focus, with Christ as the “Head,” 
is the topic of today’s session.

I.  The Head of the Church

Colossians is one of several books with a keen 
focus on the supremacy of Christ. While every 
book in the Bible has Christ’s supremacy as its 
eventual focus, Colossians gives explicit 
emphasis on the preeminence of God’s Son. It 
was God the Father’s “good pleasure” to 
indwell the Son with the fullness of God and to 
bring everything in the universe into 
relationship with Christ as the rightful, reigning 
King (Colossians 1:19). 

Colossians 1:15-20  “He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by 
Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
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“Head” — from the 
Greek κεφαλń 

(kephalē) 

is not regarded as the 
seat of the intellect, but 

as the source of life. 
Thus to lift up the head 

is to grant life in the 
sense of success, or to 

expect it in God 
himself… Figuratively, 

headship denotes 
superiority of rank and 
authority over another; 
though when Christ is 
spoken of as head of 

his body the church 
(Eph. 5:23; Col. 2:19), 

of every man (1 Cor. 
11:3), of the entire 

universe (Eph. 1:22), 
and of every cosmic 

power (Col. 2:10)… the 
basic meaning of head 
as the source of all life 

and energy is 
predominant. 

The church is Christ’s 
body and he is her 

head: the two cannot 
be severed. In this 

unity of head and body, 
Christ the head directs 
the growth of the body 

to himself: he is not 
merely the source of 

being of the body but 
also the consummation 
of its life. Hence to give 
allegiance to any other 

spiritual mediator, as 
was being done at 

Colossae, cuts the vital 
link between the limbs 

and Christ the head 
who is the source of all 

their being.

The New Bible Dictionary, 
Third Edition

Colossians 2:10, 19

and in Him you have 
been made complete, 
and He is the head 
over all rule and 
authority…the head, 
from whom the entire 
body, being supplied 
and held together by 
the joints and 
ligaments, grows with 
a growth which is 
from God.

Ephesians 1:22

And He put all things 
in subjection under 
His feet, and gave 
Him as head over all 
things to the church

Ephesians 4:15

but speaking the truth 
in love, we are to 
grow up in all aspects 
into Him who is the 
head, even Christ

Ephesians 5:23

…Christ also is the 
head of the church, 
He Himself being the 
Savior of the body.

[The] closest 
approximation of 
the Kingdom of 
God today is the 
Church, the body of 
regenerate believers 
that owns the 
crucified and risen 
Redeemer as its 
Head.

Carl Henry



authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together. He is 
also head of the body, the church; and He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
He Himself will come to have first place in 
everything.

The majesty of Christ is painted in terms of His 
rule over heaven, the universe, visible and 
invisible authorities, and all other spiritual and 
created things. In the context of the sweeping, 
big-picture portraits of the importance of Jesus, 
Paul doesn’t fail to make the personal 
connection to believers. He specifically 
identifies the church as one of several things in 
the universe in which the Lord Jesus is to have 
first place, or supremacy. This relationship is 
described in unique terms that only believers in 
Christ can experience—Christ is the “Head” of 
the church.

Head with Authority
This title for Christ is found in Paul’s letters to 
the Colossian, Ephesian and Corinthian 
churches. It communicates the authority that 
Christ has over the church. His authority is 
grounded in His divinity, His creation of us for 
Himself, His purchase of us by His blood, and 
His resurrection, ascension and exaltation. His 
authority and reign is “already” fulfilled in “the 
context of the regenerate community of those 
in voluntary submission to the Kingdom of God 
in Christ,” as Head of the church (Russell 
Moore). However, every knee has “not yet” 
bowed to His rule, as it will at His coming again 
(Philippians 2:10). 

Unlike with human masters, the authority of 
Christ is deeply rooted in love and relationship. 
Ephesians is full of words that speak to the 
tenderness by which Christ rules over His 
beloved church. Christ is described as one who 
nourishes, cherishes, sacrifices, cleanses and 
beautifies the church (Ephesians 5:25-32). This 
is no inconsiderate, harsh, demanding 
authoritarian throwing the weight of His 
authority around. This is God Himself, with 
unlimited authority, giving Himself in unlimited 
measures of love.

Session Eleven   first [place] love  p. �  of �3 14

Ephesians 1:18-23

I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are 
the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the surpassing 

greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. 

These are in accordance 
with the working of the 

strength of His might which 
He brought about in Christ, 

when He raised Him from the 
dead and seated Him at His 

right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and 

authority and power and 
dominion, and every name 

that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to 

come. And He put all things 
in subjection under His feet, 
and gave Him as head over 

all things to the church, 
which is His body, the 

fullness of Him who fills all in 
all.

Church

Sometimes the 
word ecclēsia is 
used to designate 
the actual meeting 
together of 
Christians…most 
readers will think it 
means “in the 
church building.” 
The New Testament 
never once names 
the “place” of 
assembly—a 
“church.”…ecclēsia 
most often is used 
as a descriptor for 
the believers who 
constitute a local 
church (such as the 
believers of the 
church in Corinth, 
the church in 
Philippi, and the 
church in 
Colossae), or all 
the believers (past, 
present, and future) 
who constitute the 
universal church—
the complete body 
of Christ. On the 
most basic level, 
the ecclēsia is any 
gathering of 
believers. On 
another level, the 
ecclēsia is an 
organized local 
entity, comprised of 
all the believers in 
any given locality. 
The ecclēsia is also 
the universal 
church whose 
constituents are all 
the believers who 
have ever been, 
are now existing, 
and will ever be. 

Holman Treasury of 
Key Bible Words

Christ rules as King from 
his royal position in the 

Father’s presence…The 
sovereign Lord, the King 

of glory, is directing all of 
history toward one event

—the judgment of the 
nations and full and 

visible establishment of 
his kingdom. He works 

now through his church, 
to whom he has given the 
keys of the kingdom, the 
message of his salvation 

and redemption…In 
order to carry out this 

God-sized task, the 
church has been fully 

empowered by Christ’s 
Spirit, which dwells 

within us as believers. 

Ken Hemphill



Source of Life
To the original recipients of Paul's letters, 
“head" would also have carried an even deeper 
meaning. It also means source of life. Jesus is 
not just the Head of the church in terms of 
authority. Paul inserts the words “the body” 
before “the church” (Colossians 1:18) to 
introduce a metaphor he develops quite 
extensively. The head is the source of life to 
every body part. It is the command center of 
the body, controlling vital functions. If severed 
from the body, nothing would control breathing, 
heartbeats, coordinated movements for 
ingesting and digesting food and drink, or 
growth. The body would die without the head.
 
With this metaphor, Paul is reminding the 
church that Christ is the indispensable source 
of life. Jesus said, “I am…the Life” (John 14:6) 
and “I came that they may have life” (John 
10:10). “God has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son” (1 John 5:11). Without a vital 
connection with Him, the church cannot 
function in any meaningful Kingdom way. There 
is no such thing as a Christ-less, living church. 
A church may be busy and active, but it is not 
alive unto God if not abiding in connection to 
the Head. This picture of headship as a matter 
of life or death is the perfect complement to the 
“first place” language of Christ’s supremacy. 
When Christ is loved and lived for in first place 
position, believers experience real and 
abundant life in Christ.

Head as Director
In addition to vital, life-giving functions, the 
Head also supplies purpose and direction. As 
Lord of the church, Jesus provides for its 
health, organization and its marching orders. A 
body does what, goes where, for the reasons 
its head directs. This happens only in 
accordance with the “proper working of each 
individual part” (Ephesians 4:16). A human 
body is a single organism with parts working in 
perfect harmony. Likewise the church is 
directed by the Head to function seamlessly 
together. When a church body is unified and 
healthy, it is able to respond to the initiative of 
the Head to take the gospel to the world.
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Fellowship with other 
believers is another huge 
way that we behold Glory 

and thereby are 
sanctified. When we 
fellowship with one 

another and hold one 
another accountable, we 

are massaging the gospel 
into each other’s hearts. 

We are reminding one 
another constantly about 

what is true, good, and 
beautiful, and helping 

each other’s ADD soul-
tendencies to stay firmly 

fixed on Jesus. We are 
helping each other learn 

the selflessness that 
community demands. And 

we worship together. 
Corporate worship is one 

of the most beautiful 
ways we can practice 2 

Corinthians 3: 18. “But 
we all . . .” Together as a 

body we are beholding 
Glory and being 

changed . . . there on the 
spot. Corporate worship 
is all about Jesus, and if 
it is not about Jesus, it is 

not Christian worship. 
We do not go to church to 

hear helpful living tips, 
nor do we go to church 

merely to serve or merely 
to exercise our spiritual 

gifts. We go to church to 
look at Jesus. Corporate 

worship throughout 
history has been about 

rehearsing the gospel as 
a means of beholding 

Glory.

Matt Papa

People who wander 
from Christ are like 
those who have lost 
their heads (Col. 
2:18–19). Without 
the head no 
nourishment or 
growth is possible 
(Eph. 4:15; Col. 
2:19). 

Paul was not 
dealing in 
philosophical 
speculation in his 
headship analogies. 
Even the simplest 
person knew that 
food, water, and air 
were taken in by 
head. He would 
know that the eyes 
and ears gave 
guidance to the 
whole body.

Paul Ferguson 

Thus, the New 
Testament presents 
the Kingdom 
community in terms 
of its relationship to 
a Head and King, 
the sovereign 
covenant Messiah 
who is establishing 
His reign in the 
midst of the Body.

Russell D. Moore



II. The Beloved Bride 

In all four of the gospels, Jesus told several 
kingdom parables that included the bride motif 
as a metaphor for God’s people. The theme is 
picked up in Ephesians 5:23-30 (see sidebar). 
It is consummated in the book of Revelation. 
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory 
to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come 
and His bride has made herself 
ready” (Revelation 19:7). The eventual intent 
for the church is that it would be spotless in its 
devotion to Christ alone. Christ Himself will 
present to Himself the bride He has redeemed 
with His own blood. Today, the church should 
cooperate fully with God in the purification of 
the church’s faithfulness and devotion to His 
Son.

Members of One Body
Every individual believer is just one part of a 
larger body of believers. “Now you are Christ’s 
body, and individually members of it” (1 
Corinthians 12:17). “For even as the body is 
one and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are many, 
are one body, so also is Christ” (Romans 
12:12). Paul explains that individual Christians 
are connected to each other just as physical 
body parts are connected to each other and its 
head through connective tissue (Colossians 
2:19). “With all the saints” believers can 
experience the love of Christ and the fullness 
of God (Ephesians 3:17-19).

The Head supplies coordination of all of the 
individual members. The Head gives direction 
to each body part for the coordinated 
movement the Head desires from the body as 
a whole. Without the Head being connected to 
many members, there would be no speaking, 
comforting, loving, teaching, and enjoyment of 
others. Connection to the Head is absolutely 
necessary for the health, growth and mission of 
the church. 

Members Connected to the Head
Just as union with Christ is true for individual 
believers, it is likewise true for the church. 
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Ephesians 3:17-19

so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts 
through faith; and that 
you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what 
is the breadth and 
length and height and 
depth, and to know the 
love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled 
up to all the fullness of 
God.

A Christian is an 
impregnable person. He 

is a person that never can 
be conquered. Emmanuel 
became man to make the 

church and every 
Christian to be one with 

him. Christ’s nature is 
out of danger of all that 
is hurtful. The sun shall 
not shine, the wind shall 
not blow, to the church’s 

hurt. For the church’s 
Head ruleth over all 

things and hath all things 
in subjection. Therefore 

let all the enemies consult 
together, this king and 

that power, there is a 
counsel in heaven which 
will disturb and dash all 

their counsels. 
Emmanuel in heaven 

laugheth them to scorn.

Richard Sibbes

Ephesians 5:23-30

For the husband is the head 
of the wife, as Christ also is 

the head of the church…
Christ also loved the church 
and gave Himself up for her, 

so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the 

washing of water with the 
word, that He might present 

to Himself the church in all 
her glory, having no spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing; but 
that she would be holy and 

blameless…for no one ever 
hated his own flesh, but 

nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as Christ also does the 

church, because we are 
members of His body.



Members are unable to grow their local church 
body into Christian maturity unless they are 
connected to the Head. Members who are 
saved, yet live in the flesh, are no more helpful 
to the body than a severed limb. Any body part 
without a neural connection to the head cannot 
function as designed.

Only when the members of the body, working 
in concert together, are connected individually 
to the Head can the Head have any meaningful 
influence over the body as a whole. When one 
body part is hurting or functioning poorly, the 
whole body suffers. How much more a body 
who has multiple ailments or a church where 
the norm is believers who are not abiding in 
Christ. Only those submitted to the authority of 
Christ, in the power of the Spirit, are able to 
offer anything Christ Himself would impart to 
others. As the Head, Christ will use His church 
to bring individuals, homes, and churches more 
fully into relationship with Him as first love and 
reigning Lord.

Members Unified
Christ has leveled the playing field in terms of 
who gets into the Kingdom. Rich or poor, 
religious or unchurched, squeaky clean or 
shady past, fit or fat, male or female, Jew or 
non-Jew—all are brought into the Kingdom 
through faith in Christ. From this kaleidoscope 
of humanity, Christ builds His forever family, 
the church. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free man, there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28).

In order for believers to maintain individual 
connections to the Head, they must be related 
to one another as directed by Christ and 
empowered by His Spirit. When unity breaks 
down, it indicates a failure for individuals to 
maintain their connection to the Lord. Where 
there is Spirit-empowered Lordship, there is 
unity. Where conflict, impatience, slander, 
bitterness, criticism, favoritism and pride 
abound, Christ has been ousted from the 
throne. 
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Ephesians 2:11-22

Therefore 
remember that formerly 
you, the Gentiles in the 

flesh, who are called 
“Uncircumcision” by the so-

called “Circumcision,” 
which is performed in the 
flesh by human hands—

remember that you were at 
that time separate from 

Christ, excluded from the 
commonwealth of Israel, 

and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without 
God in the world. But now 

in Christ Jesus you who 
formerly were far off have 
been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. For He 
Himself is our peace, who 

made both groups into one 
and broke down the barrier 

of the dividing wall, by 
abolishing in His flesh the 

enmity, which is the Law of 
commandments contained 

in ordinances, so that in 
Himself He might make the 

two into done new man, 
thus establishing peace, 

and might reconcile them 
both in bone body to God 

through the cross, by it 
having put to death the 

enmity. And He came and 
preached peace to you who 

were far away, and peace 
to those who were near; for 
through Him we both have 
our access in one Spirit to 

the Father. So then you are 
no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints, and 

are of God’s household,
having been built on the 

foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself being the corner 
stone, in whom the whole 

building, being fitted 
together, is growing into a 
holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being 

built together into a 
dwelling of God in the 

Spirit.

Ephesians 4:1-6

Therefore I, the 
prisoner of the Lord, 
implore you to walk in 
a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you 
have been called, with 
all humility and 
gentleness, with 
patience, showing 
tolerance for one 
another in love, being 
diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. There 
is one body and one 
Spirit, just as also you 
were called in one 
hope of your calling; 
one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God 
and Father of all who is 
over all and through all 
and in all.



Human relationships are not easy, especially 
within the church. Believers have high 
expectations of one another, but often lack 
patience required for those who are on the 
journey to become like Christ. But in Christ, 
believers are perfectly equipped and 
empowered to treat one another as well as 
Christ treated us. Paul Tripp and Timothy Lane 
explain, 

triune God was torn asunder so that we might 
be united to him and to one another as brothers 
and sisters in Christ. The perfect love, unity, 
and joy that existed between the Father, Son, 
and Spirit were demolished, for a time, for our 
sake. This is the ground on which we build all 
relationships. Every time you are tempted to 
shun another believer, remember that the 
Father, Son, and Spirit were torn asunder so 
that you might be united. When you sin or are 
sinned against, you are to move toward your 
sibling in Christ aware that Father, Son, and 
Spirit were torn asunder so that you might be 
reconciled!

Ephesians 4:25-32 provides a pattern by which 
believers can maintain Christ-glorifying, 
gospel-saturated relationships with one 
another. The foundation for this pattern is in 
understanding the basis by which God in Christ 
has forgiven you—when it was not earned or 
deserved. We provide plenty of ammunition for 
us to be disappointed and angry with one 
another. But believers must jettison the strong 
impulses to treat one another as we deserve to 
be treated. To do this grieves the Holy Spirit. 
Christ saved us to live according to the Holy 
Spirit who produces the love, patience, 
kindness and gentleness we are unable to 
produce without Him. When we approach unity 
in our own strength, or on the basis of what is 
deserved by another Christian, we give the 
devil an opportunity to create disunity and 
thereby keep the church from connection to 
Christ and His mission.

Once we are abiding in Christ, allowing Him to 
reign in us through His Spirit, we are willing 
and able to live out the Ephesians 4 pattern. 
The pattern includes matters on the inside and 
moves outward toward behavior. Paul instructs 
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Not one of us Christians 
has earned his or her way 

into the inheritance God 
has stored up for us. We 

are not “self-made” 
citizens of the kingdom. 

We are included in God’s 
promises only because we 

know that we are 
dependent on Jesus Christ 

to save us, and we are 
united to him by faith. But 

here’s the kicker. Do you 
realize that the same thing 

is true of that brother or 
sister in your church who 

annoys you? He or she 
believes in and loves the 

same Lord Jesus that you 
do, and even more, he or 

she has been saved and 
forgiven by the same Lord 

who saved and forgave 
you. Think about that 

brother or sister you’ve 
not really taken the time 

to get to know because 
you just don’t think you’d 

click. Think about that 
person with whom you 

have a broken 
relationship that you’ve 

refused to repair. Now 
consider that he or she 
loves and trusts in the 

same Lord you do. 
Consider that the same 
Lord who died for you, 

also died for him, for her. 
I wonder if your 

understanding of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ—
the good news that Jesus 

saved you even though 
you didn’t deserve it—is 
deep enough to swallow 

up the little criticisms you 
have of your brothers and 

sisters. I wonder if it’s 
deep enough to sink the 

offenses they’ve 
committed against you, 

even the most painful 
ones, and lead you to 
forgive them and love 

them just as Jesus himself 
has done for both of you.

Greg Gilbert

…you will find 
many shortcomings 
and offenses in the 
members of the holy 
Church. You see 
them succumb to 
temptation, you see 
them weak in faith, 
you see them giving 
way to anger, envy, 
and other evil 
dispositions. "How 
can the Church be 
holy?" you ask. It is 
with the Christian 
Church as it is with 
the individual 
Christian. If I 
examine myself I 
find enough 
unholiness to shock 
me. But when I look 
at Christ in me I 
find that I am 
altogether holy. And 
so it is with the 
Church.

Martin Luther



believers to commit to truth, Spirit-tempered 
anger, a sharing attitude, edify one another 
with grace, and a refusal to allow bitterness to 
take root and bear its rancid fruit. To 
summarize, Paul insists that we remain tender-
hearted toward one another. 

This gospel-informed, Spirit-born tenderness of 
heart toward one another shows itself in a 
number of relationship patterns. Paul first 
mentions valuing and speaking truthfully to one 
another. Often bitterness results when 
believers withhold the honesty required to work 
things out. Next is the willingness to work hard 
so that we can share with one another as 
needs arise. It is difficult to remain angry with 
those with whom we are sharing. 

Finally, Paul mentions several patterns related 
to how we use our speech. He explains that 
there is no room for even one single word that 
falls out of the Lordship of Christ. We should 
only be speaking words that drip with grace 
and encouragement. If we have laid aside 
inward bitterness, there is likewise no room for 
talking about another believer with slander and 
malice. There is no room in the Kingdom for 
speaking about one another or to one another 
in any way other than grace.

Members Gifted
One way the Head builds up His bride into 
completion in Christ is by giving her members 
spiritual gifts. Four primary passages mention 
the spiritual gifting of born-again believers (see 
left sidebar). Of the four passages, one 
passage says that Christ gives gifts, one says 
that God does, the other says that the Holy 
Spirit does, and the other just says we are 
gifted without specifying a member of the 
Trinity. This indicates Triune God has 
completely invested Himself in involving every 
member in the church with gifting that would 
build the body

Ephesians 4:8-9 makes reference to Christ’s 
fulfillment of Psalm 68:18. Paul’s logic, in light 
of this Old Testament picture, flows as follows: 
Jesus descended, He triumphed over His 
enemies, then ascended again to heaven to 
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Ephesians 4:25-32

Therefore, laying 
aside falsehood, 
speak truth each one 
of you with his 
neighbor, for we are 
members of one 
another. Be angry, 
and yet do not sin; do 
not let the sun go 
down on your anger, 
and do not give the 
devil an 
opportunity. He who 
steals must steal no 
longer; but rather he 
must labor, 
performing with his 
own hands what is 
good, so that he will 
have something to 
share with one who 
has need. Let no 
unwholesome word 
proceed from your 
mouth, but only such 
a word as is good for 
edification according 
to the need of the 
moment, so that it will 
give grace to those 
who hear. Do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the 
day of redemption. 
Let all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander 
be put away from 
you, along with all 
malice. Be kind to 
one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving 
each other, just as 
God in Christ also 
has forgiven you.

What does it look like to 
live life in a manner 

worthy of the gospel? It 
looks like dying with 

Christ to one’s self and 
being raised in Christ to 

walk in the newness of 
life with our brothers and 

sisters. It means living 
grace-filled lives that 

grant patience and mercy 
and gentleness for the 

spiritual journeys of 
others and a respect for 

the differences and 
idiosyncrasies we all 

bring to the Lord’s table.

Matt Chandler

1 Corinthians 12:11

But one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, 

distributing to each one 
individually just as He wills.

Romans 12:5-6

…We, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of 
another. Since we have gifts 

that differ according to the 
grace given to us, each of us 

is to exercise them 
accordingly.

?  

How can we be 
tender-hearted toward 

those who have 
disappointed or hurt 

us in the past?

Why is the Spirit 
“grieved” when 

church relationships 
stay unhealthy?



distribute the spoils of His conquest among His 
peoples in the forms of spiritual gifts. 1 
Corinthians 12 is by far the most extensive 
passage on gifts. In this passage, the 
Scriptures make clear that God and the Head 
of the church distribute gifts to the church 
through the Holy Spirit for the glory of God 
through Christ. 

There are many types of gifts mentioned in 
these Scripture passages, but they can be 
categorized broadly into two types: gifts that 
build the church in Christ, and gifts that 
mobilize the church to share Christ. 

Caution: Handle With Care
A few cautions concerning spiritual gifts should 
be addressed. Spiritual gifts are commonly 
confused with getting every believer to “do 
something” in the church. This is the wrong 
focus for the church and the believer alike, 
stemming from a misunderstanding. But, it’s 
important to recognize that believers in a 
church can all be “doing something,” but not 
exercising their gifts. In churches with this 
mindset, believers have functionally equated 
service activity with gifting—they check a 
service activity off their list, and cease to make 
the exercise of their spiritual gift available to 
the church. Since they have done something, 
they are now off the hook to do the very thing 
that they were created and gifted to do.

Another danger is in failing to understand that 
all gifts are used to serve the Body of Christ, 
but not all acts of service require spiritual gifts. 
Believers too often fail to serve the church 
because they are not “gifted in service” to 
change diapers, trim hedges, bus tables or to 
be a Sunday morning Greeter. Serving is 
something to which all of us are called. 
Likewise, mercy, helps, teaching, wisdom, 
giving, hospitality, and leadership are aspects 
of body life in which all maturing believers 
could and should participate—even though not 
especially gifted in that area. For example, it is 
unthinkable that a believer would conclude that 
because they are not gifted in mercy that they 
can be unmerciful. Hebrews 5:12 exhorts a 
group of believers that “by this time you ought 
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Christ in Eternity Past 
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed in 
the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head 
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
 of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

Ephesians 4:10-12

(…He who ascended far 
above all the heavens, so 

that He might fill all things.) 
And He [Christ] gave some 

as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of 

Christ.

1 Peter 4:10-12

As each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in 

serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. Whoever 

speaks, is to do so as one 
who is speaking the 

utterances of God; whoever 
serves is to do so as one 

who is serving by the 
strength which God supplies; 
so that in all things God may 

be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belongs the 
glory and dominion forever 

and ever. Amen.

?  

Do you know what your 
spiritual gift is?

What would others say 
it is?



to be teachers,” but because of their lack of 
growth into Christ they are unable to teach 
others. Teaching is a gift, but it also a common 
grace for all believer to teach the Word of God 
to one another and to diligently employ with 
their children (Deuteronomy 6:4-7), gifted or 
not. Christians have sat on the sidelines on 
many occasions because of the lie that gifting 
is a prerequisite for serving believers or 
sharing the gospel with unbelievers. 

Believers must also remember that everyone is  
called to bear the fruits of the Spirit. “Love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, [and] self-
control” (Galatians 5:22) are the fruits that 
everyone walking in the Spirit will display. If a 
believer is exercising a spiritual gift under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, it will be always 
be done in accordance with the Spirit’s fruit. 
Believers can identify their gift through a paper 
gift inventory, for example, and consider it a 
license to exercise their gift without the 
restraint of the Spirit. Such believers can do 
harm to the body of Christ when their “gift” is 
an occasion for unkindness, abusive speech, 
lack of grace, impatience and disunity. Equally 
damaging are believers who know their gift and 
attempt to fulfill it in the flesh, even with good 
motives.

Believers indicate their lack of connection with 
Christ when they are not actively loving and 
serving others—it is through loving and serving 
others, in general, that specific spiritual gifts 
can bud and mature. The emphasis of gifts, like 
fruit, is in the connection to God in Christ, 
through the Spirit. It is He who produces fruit 
and gives gifts. Though commonly attempted, it 
is impossible for a believer to exercise a 
spiritual gift apart from the Spirit who endowed 
it. Only when under the control of the Spirit can 
spiritual gifts be used in a way that God will 
empower them, bring glory to Himself, and 
accomplish His Kingdom purposes. 
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Learning Activity:

Spiritual gifts can be 
exercised simply by 

walking according to the 
Spirit. Those with the 

gift of mercy, for 
example, are compelled 

to show mercy when 
they are abiding in 

Christ, even if they don’t 
know that is their gift.

At the Volunteer Central 
page of the church 

website is a S.H.A.P.E. 
Assessment. The 

assessment will help 
you to identify your 

SPIRITUAL GIFT, as 
well as help you to 

identify what you have a 
HEART for, what 

ABILITIES you have, 
what your 

PERSONALITY is, and 
what EXPERIENCES  
you have. All of these 
contribute to who we 

are. And God uses all of 
who we are to 

contribute to the 
Kingdom.   

Have every member 
complete a S.H.A.P.E. 

Inventory by 
summer’s end and 

encourage one 
another to serve and 

use their gifting.

Spiritual Gifts

Romans 12
prophecy
teaching
exhortation
giving
leadership
mercy

1 Corinthians 12
wisdom
knowlege
faith
healing
miracles
prophecy
discernment
tongues
interpretation
apostles
helps
administrations

Ephesians 4
apostles
prophets
evangelism
pastors
teachers

Other “gifts”?
celibacy
hospitality
martyrdom
missionary
poverty

These are the 
spiritual gifts listed in 
the New Testament. 
Many believe that 
these lists are not 
exhaustive, arguing 
that the Spirit gives 
gifts in accordance 
with the needs of 
local church bodies 
and people group 
needs. Modern 
needs may not 
correspond 
completely with 
those of these New 
Testament churches.



III. The Devoted Bride

Paul links the health of the church’s growth in 
Christ to its mission. A bride truly devoted to 
her spouse is fully invested in supporting the 
spouse’s calling. Similarly, the truly devoted 
church will be fully investing in seeking first the 
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33) Christ is 
bringing to completion. 

Being the hope of glory to the lost is predicated 
by Christ being in the church—“Christ in you.” 
Not just as a technicality, as Savior and nothing 
more. But that Christ would be so operative in 
the church as the Head, through His Spirit, that 
“every” member of the church would be 
"complete in Christ.” 

God has never intended the church to be full of 
pew warmers who are mere observers. There 
is no mention in Scripture of a category of true 
believer who doesn’t mature in Christ and 
engage their role as His ambassador. Instead 
of bold believers who are empowered by the 
Spirit, many believers have become obsessed 
with their own inabilities and insecurities and 
unwilling to do anything for His Kingdom that 
would require faith in God’s ability or walking in 
the Spirit. Believers are disengaged from the 
church, or bored by it, because they seek 
satisfaction from the church. However, the 
church was never intended to satisfy anyone 
but Christ. God is pleased when believers 
worship Him with their whole hearts and lives 
and are mobilized into feats of faith and power. 

Too many believers who could have been 
teachers, disciplers, ministry administrators, 
local ministry leaders and global evangelists—
if abiding in Christ—have settled to be passive 
observers, settling to do little if anything in their 
own strength. The church limps along only able 
to do minimal good in its own community and 
around the world because most of its members 
are disconnected from the Head and 
functioning under their own authority. They 
have authorized as acceptable an 
independence from the rule of Christ that is 
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Isaiah 49:6

He says, “It is too 
small a thing that You 
should be My Servant
To raise up the tribes 
of Jacob and to 
restore the preserved 
ones of Israel; I will 
also make You a light 
of the nations
So that My salvation 
may reach to the end 
of the earth.”

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came up and 
spoke to them, saying, “All 

authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even 

to the end of the age.”

Colossians 1:27-28

Colossians 1:27-28 “God 
willed to make known what 
is the riches of the glory of 

this mystery among the 
Gentiles, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory. We 

proclaim Him, admonishing 
every man and teaching 

every man with all wisdom, 
so that we may present 
every man complete in 

Christ.” 

?  

Beyond mere 
church 
attendance, what 
has to happen in 
church 
relationships for 
us to truly build 
each other up in 
our first place 
love for Christ?

In what way is 
attendance at 
Sunday School 
and the Worship 
Service a part of 
that?

Is it possible to 
strengthen and 
serve the  
church, or be 
strengthened by 
the church, if 
rarely around?

Why is the 
church worth the 
effort it takes 
individuals to 
purify it and 
mobilize it?



condemned in Scripture and leaving millions 
without the hope of glory that is in them.

God’s will is that every person move toward 
completion in Christ. The church is set apart to 
play a major role in that. Every believer has the 
responsibility to commit themselves to active 
participation, authenticity, and submission to 
one another as the Spirit gifts and empowers 
leaders and members to shape one another. 
Romans 8:29 says that God destined us to 
“become conformed to the image of His Son.” 
God’s intention is that Christ is first place in 
every dimension of a believer. As completion in 
Christ progresses, and as believers walk 
together according to the Spirit, He produces 
such transformation within that the church’s 
role as the “hope of glory” among the lost 
shines brightly.

Advancing the Kingdom
The church devoted to the Head of the church 
understands the foundation on which it was 
built. Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16:17-18 that 
“I will build My church…" upon his confession 
of Jesus’ Lordship (Matthew 16:18). He goes 
on to say that the “…gates of Hades will not 
overpower” the church, and even that the 
church has been given the “keys to the 
kingdom” (Matthew 16:19). 

Upon His Lordship, Jesus sends the church 
into the world to be the hope of glory. The 
gospel is the “keys to the kingdom” for it is the 
power of God unto salvation for all that believe 
(Romans 1:16). It rescues people from the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light 
(Colossians 1:13). If the gospel is the key to 
the kingdom, the Spirit is the key to 
empowering ambassadors of Christ to share it. 
Only as believers walk according to the Spirit 
are they empowered with desire and ability to 
share the message. Apart from abiding in 
Christ, a church can do nothing. A church that 
is truly devoted to Christ is devoted to Him in 
terms of loving Him first, and Him being the 
Lord. When this is true, believers seek to walk 
with Him and to be surrendered to the 
sanctifying and mobilizing work of His Spirit.
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Matthew 16:13-20

 Now when Jesus came 
into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, He was asking His 
disciples, “Who do people 

say that the Son of Man 
is?” And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist; and 

others, Elijah; but still 
others, Jeremiah, or one of 

the prophets.” He *said to 
them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” And Jesus said to 

him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Barjona, because 

flesh and blood did not 
reveal this to you, but My 

Father who is in heaven. I 
also say to you that you 
are Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build My church; 
and the gates of Hades will 
not overpower it. I will give 

you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and 

whatever you bind on earth 
shall have been bound in 

heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall have 
been loosed in heaven.” 

Then He warned the 
disciples that they should 

tell no one that He was the 
Christ.

…by the power of 
the resurrected 
Christ, his church 
has the authority to 
rescue the lost from 
the doomed city of 
death—a city whose 
gates are already 
crumbling in the 
kingdom’s wake—
and to usher them 
into God’s new city, 
where there will be 
no more death, no 
more loss, no more 
pain. And the gates 
of hell can do 
nothing to stop it. 
This is the church’s 
mission and 
privilege.

Ken Hemphill

The biblical view is 
comprehensive: all 

nations belong to the one 
world history that finds 

its meaning in Jesus 
Christ…

The present age of the 
church is the age of the 

Holy Spirit's work in 
connecting the world of 

sinners with the 
redeeming word of 

Christ.

Graeme Goldsworthy



Conclusion 

As the Head of the church, Jesus imparts gifts 
and the Holy Spirit for the church’s growth into 
Him. Believers grow toward completion in 
Christ when the members serve and use their 
gifts under the Spirit’s control. As the church 
grows, it is propelled into the world to share the 
treasure of Christ’s redemption and reign in 
new hearts among the nations.

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. Which aspect of Jesus’ “headship” of the 
church most motivates you to surrender to His 
Lordship: 1) the Head as authority 2) the Head 
as source or 3) the Head as director? Why?

2. How have you seen a lack of church unity 
undermine the connection of individual 
believers to Christ? How have you seen unity 
in spite of each other’s shortcomings bring 
glory to Christ and strengthen His body?

3. In Ephesians 4:25-32, how does the tongue 
controlled by the Spirit keep believers in 
check? How can a heart embittered toward 
other believers manifest itself? How can 
believers forgive other believers who don’t 
deserve it?

4. How can you go about making sure that your 
spiritual gift is sacrificially in use for the growth 
of the church and the glory of Christ? Be 
specific. What is one thing you can begin this 
week to start seeing this through? (a spiritual 
gift inventory, called the S.H.A.P.E. 
Assessment is on the church website under the 
“Volunteer Central” tab.)

5. How is the church the hope of glory for the 
world? Can a church whose connection to 
Christ is weak be a strong witness for Christ? 
How should a church go about improving its 
witness to the world?
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 

 
In closing, 
have someone 
pray a prayer 
of love and 
surrender to 
Jesus, using 
discoveries 
from the See 
and Share 
time.
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Introduction

Anyone who has grown up in a military family 
can appreciate the significance of military 
deployment. Of the first 20 years of my parents’ 
marriage, my dad was deployed all-together for 
over 13 years. Every year, mom had to adjust 
to life without dad physically present. During 
this time, anticipation would build for his return. 
For some, the return home reunites couples. 
For others, couples are reunited along with the 
children. For a few, children born on these 
deployments meet their father for the first time.

Unless you’ve experienced it, I’m told, it’s 
difficult to explain the depth of love that grows 
for a spouse who is deployed. Your mind filters 
information and experiences in terms of how 
the absent spouse would respond. Joyful life-
moments are laced with sadness and longing 
for the return. Minutes are counted by waiting 
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LEARNER GUIDE                                                          

Session Goal: to increase the fervency of our love and surrender to Christ after better understanding with 
our eyes of faith the glory of Christ that we will one day see with our physical eyes.

@home SESSION TWELVE: The Second Coming of Christ

DAY 1
Introduction:  Military reunions and anticipating the return of Christ 
I.   Eschatology:  Ground rules for the study of the end times 

DAY 2 II. The Second Coming:  Jesus is coming back

DAY 3
III. Christology and Eschatology:  The supremacy of Christ over eschatology
Conclusion: Final thought and “See and Share” time

awaken to the Lordship of King Jesus 
...so that He Himself will come to have  first place in everything (Colossians 1:18)

?  

Have you ever 
had a family 
member 
deployed for 
military service?

What were some 
of your emotions 
and experiences 
as you awaited 
their return?

The Alleys reunite after a 9 
month tour of Afghanistan.

Anticipation builds awaiting 
reunion with her husband.



for the postal carrier to deliver a possible letter. 
Or awaiting a phone call, or a video chat. Days 
are counted down, if a return date is even 
known. And then…it happens. 

You’ve seen the news stories, or perhaps 
you’ve experienced first-hand the exhilaration 
of the reunion. Love bursts forth into physical 
delight and loss of dignified control. The 
reunion of love is glorious. One day, another 
reunion more powerful, more pure, and more 
captivating than even these will break forth. 
The glory of Jesus’ appearing will eclipse every 
human experience. It is for this reunion that His 
church prepares and anxiously awaits.

I.  Eschatology 

Eschatology is the study of end times. The 
Bible teaches that history and time as we know 
it will come to an end before eternity begins. 
The event that will bring about this end (and 
new beginning) is the return of Christ. Before 
diving into the return of Christ, and what it 
means for us, we need to establish some 
ground rules for study for some very important 
reasons.

Theological Baggage
Whenever we approach the topic of the return 
of Christ, each of us does so with theological 
baggage. This means that each of us carries 
an understanding of eschatology shaped by 
years of sermons and Bible studies, 
commentary in Study Bible margins, popular 
books and movies, or the strongly-held beliefs 
of previous churches. These bits of information 
and misinformation stuff our minds and form a 
system of beliefs about eschatology. This belief 
system may be right or wrong, or partially right 
or wrong, depending on the truthfulness of 
information collected along the way.

Twenty-first century Americans’ eschatology 
has been greatly influenced by a belief system 
called “Dispensational Premillennialism” that 
began in the 1830s. Bits of this have been 
picked up in popular literature and have 
shaped the Christian community’s collective 
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The purposes of 
creation, 
redemption, and 
consummation are 
seen holistically as 
God’s purpose to 
glorify Christ by 
fulfilling the Adamic 
creation mandate, 
the universal Noahic 
promise, the 
patriarchal 
covenants, and the 
Israelite monarchy 
in Him, thus 
exalting Jesus as 
preeminent over the 
entire cosmos as the 
agent of creation, 
the true imago Dei, 
the Davidic 
subjugator of all 
rival powers, the 
firstborn of the 
eschatological 
resurrection from 
the dead, and the 
atonement through 
whom final cosmic 
peace is found at 
last (Col. 1:15-23). 

Russell Moore

The Baptist Faith 
and Message (2000)

Article IX. The 
Kingdom

The Kingdom of God 
includes both His 
general sovereignty 
over the universe and 
His particular kingship 
over men who willfully 
acknowledge Him as 
King. Particularly the 
Kingdom is the realm 
of salvation into which 
men enter by trustful, 
childlike commitment 
to Jesus Christ. 
Christians ought to 
pray and to labor that 
the Kingdom may 
come and God's will be 
done on earth. The full 
consummation of the 
Kingdom awaits the 
return of Jesus Christ 
and the end of this 
age.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 
9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; 
Matthew 3:2; 
4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 
13:1-52; 25:31-46; 
26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 
9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 
9:2; 12:31-32; 
17:20-21; 23:42; John 
3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 
17:22-31; Romans 
5:17; 8:19; 1 
Corinthians 15:24-28; 
Colossians 1:13; 
Hebrews 11:10,16; 
12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 
4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 
5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

Learning Activity

What do you know 
about the end 

times?

Divide your class 
into a few groups. 
Have each write on 
a sheet of paper at 
least 10 things they 
have collected in 
their end times 
“baggage”? 

Compare group 
answers as a class.



eschatology knowledge-base. Consequently, 
most American Christians know something 
about the end times and the second coming of 
Christ, largely due to its influence. On the other 
end of the spectrum are those that hold to 
views on eschatology consistent with what is 
called New Covenant Theology.

Essentials and Non-essentials 
Eschatology can be divided into essential and 
non-essential issues. Deciding which is which 
requires an unwavering commitment to the 
Bible and discernment about the Bible’s central 
theme and main emphases. The main biblical 
emphases in eschatology are 1) the return of 
Christ  2) final resurrection 3) the final 
judgment and 4) eternity future. The return of 
Christ, or the “second coming” of Christ is an 
essential aspect of Christian belief. Today’s 
session will be limited to discussing the return 
of Christ, while the remaining features will be 
discussed next week.

A study of just the second coming of Christ is 
not without its difficulties. The major non-
essential issues of the millennium, the 
tribulation and the rapture all relate to the 
return of Christ. Each of these is in the non-
essential category because  1) it lacks clear 
consensus from historic Christianity, 2) it lacks 
current consensus in the Christian community, 
3) it lacks clarity and emphasis in the 
Scriptures and 4) belief one way or another 
does not change the essential points 
mentioned above. In other words, Christians 
can completely agree on this essential thing 
(the second coming) and its importance, and 
yet disagree on the related non-essential 
points (the rapture, tribulation and millennium).

Non-essential Eschatology and Theology 
While the rapture, tribulation and millennium 
are non-essential, their theological foundations 
are very important. Many have fallen into 
combative disunity about these non-essentials 
because they are linked to essential issues 
such as the relationship between the Old and 
New Testaments, the Kingdom rule of Christ, 
the church, and even salvation. These 
connections between “non-essential” 
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Christ in  
Eternity Past  
& at Creation

Christ Foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament

Christ's Birth &  
Earthly Ministry

Jesus’ Cross

Jesus’ Resurrection

Christ’s Ascension 
& Exaltation

The Reign of  
Christ the King

The New Covenant  
of Grace in Christ

Christ in Me  
& Me in Christ

Christ, the Head  
of the Church

The 2nd Coming  
of Jesus Christ

Christ as Judge  
& Eternity Future

2nd Coming

Clearly Christ’s 
second coming 
meant a great deal 
to the New 
Testament writers. 
Paul, for example, 
mentions it in most 
of his letters. He 
makes a good deal 
of use of the word 
parousia (14 
times), which meant 
originally 
“presence” (Phil. 
2:12) and thus a 
“coming to be 
present” (other 
ways of referring to 
the coming see it as 
an apokalypsis, “a 
revelation,” or as an 
epiphaneia, “an 
appearing”; it is not 
infrequently referred 
to as “the day” or 
“the great day”). It 
was used of the 
“coming” of a king 
or emperor visiting 
a province and, in 
some religions, of 
the manifestation of 
the deity. In the 
New Testament it 
came to be used as 
a technical term for 
the second coming 
of a King. That 
Jesus first came in 
lowliness, despised 
and rejected, a man 
of sorrows, was 
important for those 
early believers. But 
that he would in due 
course come back 
in triumphant 
majesty was just as 
important.

Evangelical Dictionary 
of Biblical Theology



eschatology issues and essential issues in 
theology can raise the temperature of 
passionate debate. 

Consider this analogy: care for stray animals 
can be linked to the essential issue of the 
dignity of life. While vegan diets and care for 
stray animals are themselves non-essential 
issues, they are linked to the essential issue of 
dignity of life. Dignity of life is likewise linked to 
essential issues like rights for the unborn and 
care for foster and orphan children. This may 
give explanation to why many are passionate 
about non-essential, secondary issues related 
to eschatology. They are passionate because 
even non-essential eschatology builds upon 
central issues worth defending. 

Glorifying Christ in Unity
Milliard Erickson observes: “Sometimes 
eschatology has been a divisive force within 
Christian circles, as believers quarreled over 
minor points. In some cases denominations in 
which there was agreement on the major 
doctrines of eschatology have split over a 
minor point, such as the tribulational views.” 
Paige Patterson echoes, “Eschatology has too 
often become a battlefield of contention rather 
than an oasis of hope in the desert of life.” 

Knowing that division and conflict are potential 
outcomes, it’s important to refuse disunity. 
David Roach reminds us that there are 
Southern Baptist “proponents of each position 
affirming the inerrancy of Scripture” and that 
“hardly anyone regard[s] differing positions on 
the millennium as an obstacle to cooperation in 
missions, theological education, evangelism, or 
cultural engagement.” Love for Christ and zeal 
for His glory keeps believers from giving into 
divisive tendencies.

The Baptist Faith and Message is the Southern 
Baptist statement of essential biblical beliefs 
and guide for biblical interpretation. Its 
approach on eschatology highlights what 
Baptists hold in common, rather than 
emphasizing one eschatology view over 
another. It neither supports nor refutes the end 
times positions of Dispensationalism or New 
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The subject of the 
return of Christ is 
certainly important 
as the number of 
references to it in the 
New Testament 
makes amply plain. 
But there were 
difficulties in 
understanding what 
it meant even in the 
early church. Thus 
Paul counsels one 
group of early 
Christians not be 
“unsettled or 
alarmed” by teaching 
“that the day of the 
Lord has already 
come” (2 Thess. 2:2). 
If the teaching about 
it could be so 
drastically 
misunderstood in the 
earliest days of the 
church we should not 
be surprised if we 
find it difficult to fit 
all that the New 
Testament says about 
it into one coherent 
pattern.

Evangelical Dictionary 
of Biblical Theology

David Roach writes an article 
in the June 2014 issue of 
SBCLife summarizing the 
various millennial views of 

Southern Baptists. You can 
access this article and 

separate articles for each view 
at www.sbclife.net/Articles/

2014/06/sla10

The resurrection is all 
about Jesus as the 

prototype of the new 
creation. The ascension 
is all about Jesus as the 

ruler of the new creation 
as it breaks into the world 

of the old. The second 
coming is all about Jesus 

as the coming Lord and 
judge who will transform 

the entire creation.

N. T. Wright

http://www.sbclife.net/Articles/2014/06/sla10
http://www.sbclife.net/Articles/2014/06/sla10


Covenant Theology. New Testament Christians 
were unhindered by modern disputes and 
simply relished the coming return of Christ. 
This session will follow suit and give focus on 
the second coming of Christ as an event that 
increases love for Christ and worship of Him as 
our living Hope for total redemption. 

II.  His Second Coming

Titus 2:13 “…looking for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus”

Paul states that without hope in eternity, 
Christians should be “pitied” the most (1 
Corinthian 15:19). Central to Christian hope is 
the assurance that union with Christ 
guarantees the eventual restoration of all of 
creation (Romans 8:19-20) and our personal 
eternal inheritance in heaven (Romans 8:21). 
The transition between history and eternity 
begins with Jesus’ return.

He Promised His Return
Jesus Himself spoke of His return in what is 
known as the Olivet Discourse, recorded with 
various detail in Matthew 24-25, Luke 21 and 
Mark 13. In Acts, Luke also records that at the 
ascension, two angels comforted the disciples 
with a prediction of His return. “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into the sky? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in just the same way as you 
have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

Jesus described His return as a glorious and 
powerful return in the clouds. “Then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory.” (Mark 13:26; also 
Matthew 24:30, Luke 21:27). In Revelation 1:7, 
John writes, “Behold, He is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see Him…” Paul 
describes the glory of Jesus’ return as “flaming 
fire,” accompanied by “mighty angels” (2 
Thessalonians 1:7) and trumpet calls (1 
Corinthians 15:52, 1 Thessalonians 4:16). This 
event will be a spectacular display of His glory 
in which believers will “marvel” at Him (2 
Thessalonians 1:10). 
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Luke 21:25-35
[expanded in Matthew 
24, 25 and Mark 13]

“And there will be 
signs in sun and moon 
and stars, and on the 
earth distress of 
nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring 
of the sea and the 
waves, people fainting 
with fear and with 
foreboding of what is 
coming on the world. 
For the powers of the 
heavens will be 
shaken. And then they 
will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great 
glory. Now when 
these things begin to 
take place, straighten 
up and raise your 
heads, because your 
redemption is drawing 
near.” And he told 
them a parable: “Look 
at the fig tree, and all 
the trees. As soon as 
they come out in leaf, 
you see for yourselves 
and know that the 
summer is already 
near. So also, when 
you see these things 
taking place, you 
know that the kingdom 
of God is near. Truly, I 
say to you, this 
generation will not 
pass away until all has 
taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass 
away, but my words 
will not pass away.“ 
But watch yourselves 
lest your hearts be 
weighed down with 
dissipation and 
drunkenness and 
cares of this life, and 
that day come upon 
you suddenly like a 
trap. For it will come 
upon all who dwell on 
the face of the whole 
earth. But stay awake 
at all times, praying 
that you may have 
strength to escape all 
these things that are 
going to take place, 
and to stand before 
the Son of Man.”

Romans 8:18-25

For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to 

us. For the anxious 
longing of the creation 

waits eagerly for the 
revealing of the sons of 

God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation 
itself also will be set free 

from its slavery to 
corruption into the 

freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. For we 

know that the whole 
creation groans and 
suffers the pains of 

childbirth together until 
now. And not only this, but 
also we ourselves, having 
the first fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption 

as sons, the redemption of 
our body. For in hope we 

have been saved, but 
hope that is seen is not 
hope; for who hopes for 

what he already sees? But 
if we hope for what we do 

not see, with 
perseverance we wait 

eagerly for it.

?  

What are things 
about this world that 

make you “groan” for 
Jesus’ complete 

reign?

What are things in 
you that make you 
“grown” for Jesus’ 

complete reign?



Jesus also links His second coming to His rule. 
Matthew 25:31 says that His coming in the 
clouds would precede Him sitting “on His 
glorious throne.”  Likewise, when asked at His 
trial whether He was the Messiah and God’s 
Son, He replied “I am; and you shall see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, 
and coming with the clouds of heaven” (Mark 
14:62). In Mark 16:27, He adds the element of 
judgment: “For the Son of Man is going to 
come in the glory of His Father with His angels, 
and will then repay every man according to his 
deeds.”  Paul further explains that divine, fiery, 
eternal retribution is in store for those who do 
not “obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 
Thessalonians 1:8,9).

We Will be Caught Up
Matthew 24 and 25 records Jesus’ statements 
about His return with the most detail. Here, He 
explains that not only is He returning, but He is 
returning for us. When He appears in the 
clouds, “He will send forth His angels with a 
great trumpet and they will gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the 
sky to the other” (Matthew 24:30-31). Paul 
describes this taking place “in the twinkling of 
an eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52). The “elect” are 
those who are sealed in Christ, by the Holy 
Spirit, for salvation. Jesus stated this truth 
differently in John 14, “I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself, that where I am, there you may be 
also” (John 14:3). He adds that when He 
returns for His own, people will vanish from the 
presence of others (Matthew 24:40, 41) as “all 
the nations will be gathered before Him” for 
judgment (Matthew 25:32). 

What is clear is that Jesus is returning for us. 
What lacks consensus is whether Jesus is 
talking about one event, or multiple events. 
Historic premillennialists believe that the 
“rapture,” another term for being “caught 
up” (literally, “snatched away”), will take place 
immediately before the reign of Christ upon the 
earth for 1,000 years—essentially making the 
return of Christ one event. The millennium is a 
1,000 year period of time only mentioned in 
Revelation 20:1-6. Dispensational 
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Rapture 

Pretribulationists 
believe that Christ will 
be revealed at the 
outset of the 
tribulation period of 
seven years. The 
dead in Christ will rise, 
and every true 
believer will be caught 
up to be with the Lord 
in the air…Hence, 
Christ comes for the 
church prior to the 
tribulation and prior to 
the millennium to 
establish His kingdom.

Midtribulationism, on 
the other hand, notes 
that the Apocalypse 
divides the tribulation 
into two periods of 
three and one-half 
years each...Christ will 
return for the church 
after the first half of 
the tribulation. The 
church, therefore, will 
have to experience 
the first forty-two 
months of the 
tribulation period but 
will be rescued from 
the most debilitating 
portion of it.

Posttribulationism 
(referred to as historic 
premillennialism by its 
advocates), however, 
argues that the church 
endures the Great 
Tribulation but is not 
the object of God’s 
wrath poured out on 
the wicked. They see 
only one return of 
Christ in Scripture, in 
opposition to the two 
posited by either 
pretribulationism or 
midtribulationism. 
Therefore, Christ 
comes at the end of 
the tribulation to 
receive the church to 
Himself and then 
returns immediately to 
the earth to establish 
the kingdom age.

Paige Patterson

1 Thessalonians 4:15-18

…we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede 

those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord Himself 

will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice 

of the archangel and with 
the trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and 

remain will be caught up 
together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one 

another with these words.

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Behold, I tell you a 
mystery; we will not all 

sleep, but we will all be 
changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at 

the last trumpet; for the 
trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable 

must put on the 
imperishable, and this 

mortal must put on 
immortality. But when this 

perishable will have put on 
the imperishable, and this 

mortal will have put on 
immortality, then will come 

about the saying that is 
written, “Death is swallowed 

up in victory. “O death, 
where is your victory? O 

death, where is your sting?” 
The sting of death is sin, 

and the power of sin is the 
law; but thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.



Premillennialists (since 1830), believe that the 
rapture will take place before the seven-year 
great tribulation. Then the Lord will return again 
to rule for 1,000 years (millennium) on earth. 
This is the view often portrayed in popular 
literature and movies. Some suggest that the 
final judgment referred to by Jesus will take 
place as a third stage of His coming, taking 
place after the millennium. So the second 
coming described by Jesus, is either a 1-, 2-, 
or 3-part event.

The Timing of His Coming
Few bible genres capture the interest and 
imagination like end times prophecy. The rich, 
vivid language incites curiosity—even fear—
and compels the reader to know when. The 
second coming is referred to as “the Day” (or 
some variant of “the day of the Lord Jesus 
Christ”) twelve times in the New Testament. 
“The Day” has also been used with the words 
“judgment” or “wrath”. “But because of your 
stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath 
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2 Peter 3:3-10

Know this first of all, that in 
the last days mockers will 
come with their mocking, 
following after their own 

lusts, and saying, “Where is 
the promise of His coming? 

For ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all continues just as 
it was from the beginning of 

creation.” For when they 
maintain this, it escapes their 

notice that by the word of 
God the heavens existed 

long ago and the earth was 
formed out of water and by 

water, through which the 
world at that time was 

destroyed, being flooded 
with water. But by His word 

the present heavens and 
earth are being reserved for 

fire, kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men. But do not let 

this one fact escape your 
notice, beloved, that with the 

Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a 

thousand years like one day. 
The Lord is not slow about 

His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient 

toward you, not wishing for 
any to perish but for all to 

come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, in which 

the heavens will pass away 
with a roar and the elements 

will be destroyed with intense 
heat, and the earth and its 

works will be burned up.

Christ has not yet 
returned; therefore 

the task is not yet 
done. When it is done, 

Christ will come.

David Platt

?  

Which view lines 
up with your 
background? 

Which lines up 
with your current 
beliefs?

?  

Does the New 
Testament 
references to 
“the day” seem 
to support any 
particular 
millennium 
view?

(historic)



and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God” (Romans 4:5). Ephesians 4:30 refers to it 
as “the day of redemption.” 

To the disappointment of many, the timing of 
that day is not for us to know. But that is 
through no lack of effort to assemble the clues 
into charts and timelines. Jesus said His 
coming would come “at an hour that you do not 
expect,” likening it to the unexpected break-in 
of a thief in the night (Luke 12:39-40; 1 
Thessalonians 5:2). Even He Himself has 
limited His omniscience regarding the hour of 
His return; “only the Father” knows (Mark 
13:32).

Signs of His Coming
Though we do not know the hour of His return, 
He gave us many signs to tell us the end is 
approaching. 

• persecution of believers
• increased godlessness
• appearance of the anti-Christ and false 

prophets
• war and impending war 
• signs on the planet and in the sky

One timeline marker keeps in check the others. 
Regardless of the buildup of wickedness and 
war on the earth, Jesus will not come back until 
all the nations hear the gospel. “This gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). 
Revelation 7:9 teaches that a multitude from 
“every nation and all tribes and peoples and 
tongues” will stand before the throne and 
before the Lamb. The end cannot come until 
every last people group has a representative 
around the throne. 

Hebrews 10:37 tells us the second coming will 
be soon, without delay. Peter answers the 
question, “So what on earth is He waiting for?” 
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). In short, the 
Lord is waiting on us to fulfill the job to which 
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Revelation 20:1-6

Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, holding 
the key of the abyss and a 

great chain in his hand. And 
he laid hold of the dragon, 

the serpent of old, who is the 
devil and Satan, and bound 

him for a thousand years; 
and he threw him into the 

abyss, and shut it and sealed 
it over him, so that he would 
not deceive the nations any 

longer, until the thousand 
years were completed; after 

these things he must be 
released for a short time.

Then I saw thrones, and they 
sat on them, and judgment 

was given to them. And I saw 
the souls of those who had 
been beheaded because of 

their testimony of Jesus and 
because of the word of God, 

and those who had not 
worshiped the beast or his 

image, and had not received 
the mark on their forehead 

and on their hand; and they 
came to life and reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years. 
The rest of the dead did not 

come to life until the 
thousand years were 

completed. This is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and 
holy is the one who has a 

part in the first resurrection; 
over these the second death 

has no power, but they will 
be priests of God and of 

Christ and will reign with Him 
for a thousand years. But the 
day of the Lord will come like 
a thief, in which the heavens 

will pass away with a roar 
and the elements will be 

destroyed with intense heat, 
and the earth and its works 

will be burned up.

?  

If there were no 
obstacles, how 
would you want 
to be in involved 
in the 
acceleration of 
reaching the 
nations?

How could you 
minimize 
obstacles you do 
have?

How could you 
engage the 
lostness of the 
nations more 
regularly?

How might you 
make the most of 
stages in life that 
have less 
obstacles?

How might you 
release and 
encourage teens 
and young 
adults before life 
demands peak 
with marriage 
and family?



we are commissioned and filled with His Spirit 
to fulfill: taking the gospel to the nations.

III.  Christology and Eschatology

Eschatology is the realization of the glory of 
Christ’s ascension. Already He is King and 
reigns, but we only perceive that by faith. 
Eschatology is the physical unveiling of His 
glory, not only for those who have faith, but 
also for the whole world. To those who know 
Him as Savior and Lord, His second coming 
will be a time to “marvel” at His glory (2 
Thessalonians 1:10). To those who don’t know 
Him, a time to “mourn” (Matthew 24:30, 
Revelation 1:7). Both those who know Him and 
those who don’t will bend their knee to 
acknowledge Christ’s supremacy. 

Philippians 2:9-11 “For this reason also, God 
highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 
name which is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those 
who are in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and that every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.”

Since His ascension, there has been 
considerable debate on the manner in which 
Jesus is “already” reigning as King of the 
cosmos. Three seconds after reading world 
news headlines, one can conclude that Jesus’ 
reign is “not yet” fully realized. Many use the 
phrase “already/ not yet” to describe His reign 
as already established and operational but not 
yet fully universally realized. 

Since its inception, dispensationalists have 
argued that Jesus is waiting until the 
millennium to reign over all. New Covenant 
Theologians say that right now is the 
millennium, a symbolic time representing His 
sovereignty over everything and His ever-
increasing reign over true believers, until His 
second coming, when His reign would be 
fulfilled in every possible way. The millennium 
and reign of Christ in His current session as 
ascended Lord are inseparable issues. 
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Without the “second 
coming,” seen in proper 
biblical terms, following 

Jesus is reduced to a 
“way of being 

religious,” a private 
spirituality with a vague 
and uncertain personal 

hope, but with no 
prospect at all of a world 
radically transformed by 

Jesus as its rightful 
Lord. Some, indeed, are 

content to make that 
reduction, leaving 

Christian faith as a 
“spirituality” that one 

might find helpful, but 
without any thought of 

the ancient vision of the 
Psalms and Isaiah, of 

the whole world healed, 
judged, put right, 

transformed under the 
sovereign rule of 
Israel’s Messiah.

N. T. Wright

?  

When you 
imagine seeing 
Him for the first 
time with your 
physical eyes, 
what about 
Jesus do you 
think will 
“marvel” you?

What about 
Jesus will cause 
those are not 
saved to 
“mourn” at His 
appearing?

How does the 
certainty of 
mourning shape 
your resolve to 
take your role as 
Christ’s 
ambassador of 
reconciliation 
more seriously?

Isaiah 45:22-24

“Turn to Me and be saved, all 
the ends of the earth;

For I am God, and there is 
no other.  I have sworn by 

Myself, The word has gone 
forth from My mouth in 

righteousness And will not 
turn back, That to Me every 
knee will bow, every tongue 

will swear allegiance.
They will say of Me, ‘Only in 
the Lord are righteousness 

and strength.’ Men will come 
to Him, And all who were 

angry at Him will be put to 
shame. 



Over the last two decades, God has brought 
these divergent streams of the church more 
fully under the Lordship of His Son. He is 
coming to have first place even in these 
opposite views of eschatology. Russell Moore 
has catalogued “the closing gap between 
dispensational and covenant eschatologies.” 
He explains that both camps have embraced a 
non-negotiable high Christology. They both 
have a deep appreciation for the Kingdom of 
God inaugurated by Christ at His incarnation 
and His current reign as Lord upon His 
ascension. 

Progressive dispensationalists have gone as 
far as saying that Jesus is “already” sitting and 
ruling on David’s throne (previously attributed 
only to Christ’s millennial reign). Moore further 
explains “that modified dispensationalists and 
modified covenantalists had come to 
substantial agreement” on Christ’s current 
reign over both the church and Israel as a 
“unified spiritual people of God.” This 
achievement of theological unity among fierce 
rivals has no other explanation than the Spirit 
of God powerfully awakening the people of 
God to the supremacy of God’s Son through 
the Word of God.

What this means for those of us with 
eschatological baggage is this: 
dispensationalism and covenant theologies, as 
we have come to know them, have since been 
“baptized” into the supremacy of Christ. There 
are certainly those that resist these 
developments, but the new consensus is no 
less miraculous. Likewise, our personal beliefs 
and preparation for the end times should be 
examined in light of the New Testament 
emphasis on Christ’s supremacy. This is fitting. 
For the end times have always been about the 
revealing of the glory of Jesus Christ. The 
evangelical church has found a place where 
Jesus has firmly anchored even different 
eschatology viewpoints to Himself. He has 
been exalted to have first place in everything.

The Gospel and the Wrath Of God
Firmly rooted to the Supremacy of Christ and 
the inerrancy of the Scriptures, true believers 
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Russell Moore’s book, 
The Kingdom of Christ: 
The New Evangelical 
Perspective traces the 
development of the 
unifying effects of the 
supremacy of Christ over 
divergent streams of 
eschatology.

…in Christ’s atoning 
work, God’s plan is to 

restore what is fallen, all 
to be consummated in the 

new heavens and new 
earth ushered in at the 
future return of Jesus.

Jared C. Wilson

To conclude that 
Revelation is about 
end times is only 
partially correct. 
More importantly, it 
is a book about our 
Lord’s victory over 
all challenges and 
His sweeping plans 
through history to 
accomplish His will 
for Israel, the 
church, and the non-
Christian world…it 
declares emphatically 
that God’s plan of 
redemption through 
Christ succeeds.

Kie Bowman



still disagree on the meaning of the millennium, 
the tribulation and the rapture. Regardless of 
the view you might maintain, the gospel bears 
light on these in at least one important way.

In John 3, Jesus shared the gospel with 
Nicodemus the Pharisee. From this 
conversation we get the powerful words “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 
3:16). A few verses later (v. 36), John explains 
that “He who believes in the Son has eternal 
life; but he who does not obey the Son will not 
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

The end times is a scary subject. Not only will it 
be a time of great persecution of the church by 
Satan, which is bad enough. It will also be a 
time of God pouring out His wrath on the earth 
in final judgment on the humans and angels 
who spurned His glory. The gospel is what 
anchors true believers to Christ in hope. Jesus 
has already absorbed the wrath of God toward 
our sin on the cross in totality—there is no 
wrath or punishment that Jesus hasn’t already 
paid for on our behalf.

Like with eschatology, the wrath of God is an 
“already/ not yet” reality. The wrath of God 
already rests on those who reject Christ, but 
this legal guilt will not be judicially punished 
until the tribulation and day of judgment. So, as 
you consider your views on the tribulation, the 
rapture, and the millennium—whatever they 
might be—you can be sure of these things:

Romans 5:9 “Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him.”

1 Thessalonians 1:10 “…and to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath to come.”

1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ”
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Learning Activity

Take a moment to look 
at your beliefs about 

the rapture, tribulation, 
and millennium through 
the lens of God’s wrath. 

Are there any 
adjustments to your 

beliefs that need to be 
made? In other words, 

do any of your end 
times beliefs involve 

God’s wrath being 
poured out on His own 

children?

If so, how might you 
need to consider an 
end times viewpoint 

that is more consistent 
with this bedrock truth 

of the gospel?

?  

When Christ is 
revealed, we will 
be face to face 
with God Himself.

Do you tend to 
well up with 
excitement at the 
thought of being 
face to face with 
God?

Or do you tend 
to slump into 
shame? 

The gospel is the 
good news that 
Jesus has 
completely paid 
for anything that 
will cause us 
shame at His 
appearing. If we 
are His, it will be a 
reunion marked 
only by mutual 
love and joy that 
Groom and Bride 
are together at 
last. 



Conclusion

I suppose that with all the relational dysfunction  
and abuse in the world, that every military 
reunion is not a happy occasion. If a wife fears 
the wrath or disappointment of an abusive 
husband upon their reunion, it wouldn’t be 
anticipated, it would be dreaded. In Christ, 
believers can relish at the thought of the return 
of Christ. It will be an occasion to marvel at 
Him because He is worthy of worship and to be 
full of joy because of His infinite love for us—
we won’t be able to help, in that moment, to 
have the purest of first place love for our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our journey of being 
made like Him will be complete. Our love will 
be perfected and we will step into His reign in 
every spiritual and physical sense of the word.

Next week, we will look at the other dimensions 
of His second coming—Christ as judge and 
eternity future. We will also look at how we can 
anticipate and be ready for His return. 

Making It Personal: See and Share
Share in same-gender groups of 3 to 4.

1. What statements or Scriptures in today’s 
session change or strengthen your love for 
Jesus and His Lordship over you? 

2. Which details about the second coming were 
you least familiar? 

3. Were any of your existing view about the 
second coming of Christ encouraged? Were 
any challenged?

4. What is cause for joy when you think of the 
return of Christ? 

5. What heart or life response is the Spirit of God 
asking you to make in order to increase the 
claim of Christ over your heart and life in 
anticipation of His return?   
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God wants us to respond to Jesus 
with whole-person love and 
surrender. Use the following 

questions to consider how you 
will respond to Him with your 

head (what you think), heart (what 
you treasure), and hands (what you do).

See and Share 
Time:

At the close of each 
Sunday School 
session, we 
encourage a time of 
sharing. We call this 
See and Share time
—a time to share 
with others 
something new or 
exciting that you see 
about Jesus as a 
result of this week’s 
study. 

…we’re called to live in 
anticipatory discipleship, 

obeying Christ in 
anticipation of all that is 
to come, seeking to grow 

a life of obedience and 
passion for Him that is 

fully compatible with all 
God has promised in the 

unending reign of His 
Son. We should do so 

anticipating increased 
measures of His 

sovereign grace at every 
turn.

David Bryant

In closing, 
have 
someone pray 
a prayer of 
love and 
surrender to 
Jesus, using 
discoveries 
from the See 
and Share 
time.
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